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(S)  Fuel  control  system  for  an  internal  combustion  engine. 

An  i.e. engine fuel system fnctudes  a main  fuel  control 
(19)  which  controls  fuel flow  to  the  engine  in  accordance  with 
one  or  more  engine  parameters.  A  roughness  sensor  circuit 
(11)  produces  an  output related to the.roughness-of  running 
of  the  engine  and  the  error between  this  roughness  output 
and  a  reference signal  is  integrated  with  respect  to  time  by 
an  electronic  integrator  15.  The  output  of  this  integrator  (15) 
is  used  to  modify  the fuel  flow to  reduce  the  error to  zero,  by, 
for  example,  varying  the  -frequency  of a clock  (18)  which 
influences  the  operation  of  the  main  fuel  control  (19). 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   f u e l   c o n t r o l  s y s t e m  f o r  a n  

i n t e r n a l  c o m b u s t i o n   e n g i n e .  

I t  h a s   b e e n   o b s e r v e d   t h a t   when  t h e  f u e l - a i r   m i x t u r e  

s u p p l i e d   to  an  i n t e r n a l  c o m b u s t i o n   e n g i n e  i s   t oo   l e a n  t h e  

r u n n i n g  o f   t he   e n g i n e   b e c o m e s   r o u g h ,   t h a t  i s   to  say   t h e  

i n s t a n t a n e o u s   s p e e d  o f   t h e   e n g i n e   f l u c t u a t e s  r a p i d l y i  w i t h i n  

an  e n g i n e   c y c l e .   Such   r o u g h   r u n n i n g   h a s   b e e n   f o u n d   to  b e  

a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   u n d e s i r a b l e   i n c r e a s e s   i n  n o x i o u s   e x h a u s t  

e m i s s i o n s .  

M e a s u r e m e n t  o f  e n g i n e   r o u g h n e s s   h a s  a l r e a d y   b e e n  

p r o p o s e d   a n d  i t   i s  p o s s i b l e   t o  d e r i v e   a n  e l e c t r i c a l  s i g n a l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e   o f   t h e   m a g n i t u d e   o f  t h e   s p e e d  f l u c t u a t i o n s  

i n   r e l a t i o n   to  t h e   a v e r a g e   e n g i n e  s p e e d ,  

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f   a  r o u g h n e s s   s e n s o r   to  an  e n g i n e  

f u e l   c o n t r o l   s y s t e m  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,   p r o b l e m a t i c   b e c a u s e   o f ,  

among  o t h e r   d i f f i c u l t i e s ,   t h e  l a g   w h i c h   o c c u r s   b e t w e e n   a  

c h a n g e  i n   t h e   f u e l  s u p p l y  r a t e   and   a  r e s u l t a n t   c h a n g e   i n   t h e  

e n g i n e  r o u g h n e s s .  

I t   i s   t h u s   an  o b j e c t   o f  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   t o  p r o v i d e   a n  

i n t e r n a l  c o m b u s t i o n   e n g i n e   f u e l   c o n t r o l   s y s t e m   i n c l u d i n g   a n  

e n g i n e   r o u g h n e s s   c o n t r o l .  

An  i n t e r n a l   c o m b u s t i o n   e n g i n e  f u e l  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m   i n  

a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i n c l u d e s   a  r o u g h n e s s  s e n s o r  

c i r c u i t   p r o v i d i n g   a n  e l e c t r i c a l   r o u g h n e s s   s i g n a l  d e t e r m i n e d  

b y  t h e  m a g n i t u d e   of   f l u c t u a t i o n s   i n   t he   s p e e d   of  t h e   e n g i n e ,  

an  e l e c t r o n i c   i n t e g r a t i n g   c i r c u i t   c o n n e c t e d   t o  s a i d  s e n s o r  

c i r c u i t   and  p r o v i d i n g   a t   i t s   o u t p u t   an  e l e c t r i c a l   o u t p u t  

s i g n a l   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e   of  t h e   time  i n t e g r a l  o f  t h e  e r r o r   b e t w e e n  

t h e   r o u g h n e s s   s i g n a l  a n d  a   r e f e r e n c e   s i g n a l ,   and  f u e l   f l o w  

c o n t r o l  m e a n s  f o r   c o n t r o l l i n g   t h e  f u e l   f l o w  t o  t h e   e n g i n e  

i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   s a i d   o u t p u t   s i g n a l   s u c h   t h a t  s a i d  e r r o r  



i s   r e d u c e d   to  z e r o .  

T h e  t i m e   c o n s t a n t s   a n d  g a i n   o f  t h e  i n t e g r a t i n g   c i r c u i t  

a r e   a r r a n g e d   so  t h a t   c h a n g e s  i n   s a i d  o u t p u t  s i g n a l   o c c u r  

r e l a t i v e l y   s l o w l y .  

T h e  i n v e n t i o n   a l s o   p r o v i d e s   a  m e t h o d   o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  

an  i n t e r n a l   c o m b u s t i o n  e n g i n e   c o m p r i s i n g  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  

r o u g h n e s s   of   t he   e n g i n e   r u n n i n g   so  a s  t o  d e r i v e   a n  e l e c t r i -  

c a l   s i g n a l   d e p e n d e n t   on  t h e  m a g n i t u d e  o f  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n   t h e  

e n g i n e   s p e e d ,   d e r i v i n g  a   f u r t h e r   e l e c t r i c a l   s i g n a l  d e p e n d -  

e n t   on  t h e  t i m e  i n t e g r a l   o f   t h e   e r r e r   b e t w e e n   s a i d   f i r s t  

m e n t i o n e d   s i g n a l   and   a  r e f e r e n c e   s i g n a l ,  a n d   u s i n g  s a i d  

f u r t h e r   e l e c t r i c a l   s i g n a l   to   m o d i f y   t h e   r a t e  o f  f u e l  f l o w  

to  t h e   e n g i n e ,   so  a s   to   t e n d   to  r e d u c e   s a i d  e r r o r  t o   z e r o .  



In   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s :  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  b l o c k   d i a g r a m   o f   an   e x a m p l e   of   a  f u e l  

c o n t r o l   c i r c u i t  i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   an  e l e c t r i c   c i r c u i t   d i a g r a m   of  a  r o u g h -  

n e s s   s e n s o r   c i r c u i t  f o r m i n g  a   p a r t   o f   t he   c i r c u i t   shown  i n  

F i g u r e  1 ;  

F i g u r e s   3  and  4  a r e   c i r c u i t   d i a g r a m s   of  a  f u r t h e r   p a r t  
of   t h e   c i r c u i t   o f   F i g u r e   1;  a n d  

F i g u r e   5  i s   a  g r a p h   s h o w i n g   w a v e  f o r m s   a t  a   s e r i e s   o f  

p o s i t i o n s  i n   F i g u r e s   2 ,  3  a n d   4 .  

R e f e r r i n g   f i r s t l y  t o  F i g u r e  1 ,   t h e   c i r c u i t  s h o w n  

i n c l u d e s   a n  e n g i n e   c r a n k s h a f t   p o s i t i o n   t r a n s d u c e r  c i r c u i t   1 0  

w h i c h   p r o d u c e s  o u t p u t   p u l s e s   a t   f i x e d   p o s i t i o n s  o f   t h e   e n g i n e  

c r a n k s h a f t .   B y  w a y   o f  e x a m p l e   a  t r a n s d u c e r   w h i c h   p r o d u c e s  

one  p u l s e  f o r   e v e r y   1 8 0 °   of  r o t a t i o n   o f   t h e   e n g i n e   s h a f t  

may  b e  u s e d .  T h i s   t r a n s d u c e r   p r o v i d e s   i n p u t  p u l s e s  t o  a  

r o u g h n e s s   s e n s o r   c i r c u i t   11  w h i c h   p r o d u c e s   an  o u t p u t  p u l s e  

w h e n e v e r   t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  i n t e r v a l   b e t w e e n   t w o  t r a n s d u c e r  

p u l s e s   e x c e e d s   t h e  t i m e   i n t e r v a l   b e t w e e n   t he   p r e c e d i n g  

t r a n s d u c e r   p u l s e   a n d  t h e   f i r s t   of  two  p u l s e s .   The  d u r a t i o n  

of   t h i s   o u t p u t   p u l s e   i s   s l i g h t l y  l e s s   t h a n   t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  t h e s e  t w o   t i m e  i n t e r v a l s   as  w i l l   be  e x p l a i n e d   h e r e i n -  

a f t e r .   T h i s   d u r a t i o n   i s   d e p e n d e n t   b o t h   on  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  s h a f t  s p e e d   i n   t h e   two  180°  a r c s   i n v o l v e d ,   b u t  i s   a l s o  

d e p e n d e n t   on  t h e  a v e r a g e   s p e e d .  

A  n o r m a l i s i n g   c i r c u i t  1 2   i s   p r o v i d e d   to  p r o c e s s   t h e  

p u l s e   f rom  t h e   r o u g h n e s s   s e n s o r   c i r c u i t  a n d   p r o d u c e  a n  

o u t p u t   s i g n a l   d e p e n d e n t   on  t he   r a t i o  o f   t h e   c h a n g e   i n   s p e e d  

to  t he   a v e r a g e   s p e e d   and  t h i s   n o r m a l i s i n g   c i r c u i t   h a s   a n  

i n p u t   f rom  a  s p e e d  s i g n a l   g e n e r a t i n g  c i r c u i t   13  w h i c h   p r o -  
d u c e s   an  o u t p u t  r e l a t e d   t o  e n g i n e   s p e e d   by  p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  

p u l s e s   f r o m   t h e   t r a n s d u c e r   c i r c u i t   1 0 .  



The  o u t p u t  f r o m   t h e   n o r m a l i s i n g  c i r c u i t   i s   f e d   to  a  

s a m p l e   and   h o l d  c i r c u i t   1 4  u p  d a t e d  p e r i o d i c a l l y   by  p u l s e s  

f r o m   t h e   t r a n s d u c e r   c i r c u i t  1 0 .   A s  w i l l  b e  e x p l a i n e d   i n  

g r e a t e r   d e t a i l   h e r e i n a f t e r ,   t h e   t r a n s d u c e r  c i r c u i t  1 0  i n  

f a c t   h a s   s e v e r a l   d i f f e r e n c e  o u t p u t s  w h i c h  a r e   v a r i o u s l y   u s e d  

by  t he   r o u g h n e s s  s e n s o r   c i r c u i t   1 1 ,  t h e  n o r m a l i s i n g   c i r c u i t  

12 ,   t h e   s p e e d   s i g n a l  g e n e r a t i n g   c i r c u i t  1 3  a n d  t h e   s a m p l e  

and   h o l d   c i r c u i t   1 4 .  

The  o u t p u t   of   t he   s a m p l e  a n d   h o l d   c i r c u i t  1 4   i s  

c o n n e c t e d   to  one  i n p u t   of   a n   i n t e g r a t i n g  c i r c u i t   15  v i a  a n  

e l e c t r o n i c   s w i t c h  1 6 .   A  s p e e d  s h a p i n g   c i r c u i t   1 7  w h i c h  

r e c e i v e s   i t s  i n p u t  f r o m   c i r c u i t   1 3  p r o v i d e s   an   i n p u t  t o  a  

r e f e r e n c e   t e r m i n a l   o f  t h e  i n t e g r a t o r  s o   t h a t   t h e  i n t e g r a t o r  

n o r m a l l y   p r o d u c e s   an  o u t p u t  s i g n a l  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e   i n t e g r a l  

o f   t h e  e r r o r   b e t w e e n   t h e  r o u g h n e s s   s i g n a l  f r o m   t he   s a m p l e  

a n d   h o l d   c i r c u i t   14  and   t h e   s p e e d   d e p e n d e n t  r e f e r e n c e   s i g n a l  

f r o m   t h e   s p e e d   s h a p i n g   c i r c u i t  1 7 .  

The  o u t p u t  o f  t h e   i n t e g r a t o r   1 5  i s  u s e d  t o  v a r y  t h e  

f r e q u e n c y   o f   a  c l o c k   c i r c u i t   1 8  w h i c h   p r o v i d e s   a  c l o c k  i n p u t  

to   a  m a i n   f u e l  c o n t r o l   c i r c u i t   19 ,   w h i c h  c o n t r o l s   t h e  f l o w  

of   f u e l   to  t h e   v e h i c l e   e n g i n e .   The  c i r c u i t  1 9   w h i c h   i s  o f  

known  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o p e r a t e s   b y  p e r i o d i c a l l y  g e n e r a t i n g   a  

m u l t i - b i t   d i g i t a l  s i g n a l   a s  a  f u n c t i o n   o f  i n p u t  s i g n a l s  i t  

r e c e i v e s   f o r   e x a m p l e   f r o m  a   t h r o t t l e   p e d a l  t r a n s d u c e r   2 0  

a n d  t h e   p o s i t i o n   t r a n s d u c e r  c i r c u i t  1 0 ,  w h i c h  m u l t i - b i t  

d i g i t a l   s i g n a l   r e p r e s e n t s   t h e   s c h e d u l e d   q u a n t i t y  o f   f u e l  

r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  e n g i n e  f o r  t h a t  t h r o t t l e / s p e e d   c o m b i n a t i o n .  

T h i s  m u l t i - b i t   s i g n a l   i s   u s e d   to  d e t e r m i n e   t h e   q u a n t i t y   o f  

f u e l  s u p p l i e d   to  t h e   e n g i n e   by  e n e r g i s i n g  a  f u e l  i n j e c t i o n  

v a l v e  f o r  t h e   p e r i o d   o f  t i m e   r e q u i r e d   f o r   t h e  c l o c k  c i r c u i t  

1 8   to  p r o d u c e   t h e   n u m b e r   o f  p u l s e s   r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e   m u l t i -  

b i t   d i g i t a l   s i g n a l .  W h e n   t h e   o u t p u t   o f  t h e  i n t e g r a t o r   1 5  i s  

a t   an  u p p e r   r e f e r e n c e   l e v e l  t h e  f r e q u e n c y   o f  t h e  c l o c k  i s  

s u c h   t h a t   t h e   q u a n t i t y   o f   f u e l  i n j e c t e d  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

s u f f i c i e n t   to  p r o v i d e   a  s t o i c h i o m e t r i c   a i r / f u e l   r a t i o .  T h e  

c i r c u i t  i s   s u c h   h o w e v e r ,   t h a t   t h e   o u t p u t   o f   t h e   i n t e g r a t o r   i s  



n o r m a l l y   l o w e r   t h a n   t h i s   u p p e r   r e f e r e n c e   l e v e l   and  t h i s   h a s  

t he   e f f e c t   of   i n c r e a s i n g   the   c l o c k   f r e q u e n c y   and  t h e r e b y   r e -  

d u c i n g   t h e   q u a n t i t y   of   f u e l   i n j e c t e d .  

The  o u t p u t   of   t h e   i n t e g r a t o r   15  i s ,   i n   f a c t ,   n o t   p e r -  
m i t t e d   to  r i s e   a b o v e   t he   r e f e r e n c e   l e v e l   r e f e r r e d   t o ,   a n  

a c t i v e   c l amp   c i r c u i t   i n c l u d i n g   a  s c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   c i r c u i t   2 1  

and  a  d i o d e   22  b e i n g   p r o v i d e d   f o r   t h i s   p u r p o s e .  

When  t he   o u t p u t   of   t h e   i n t e g r a t o r   15  i s   a t   a  l o w e r  

r e f e r e n c e   l e v e l   t h e   f r e q u e n c y   o f   t h e   c l o c k   18  i s   s u c h   t h a t  

t h e   q u a n t i t y   of   f u e l   i n j e c t e d   c o r r e s p o n d s   to  the   l e a n e s t   a i r /  

f u e l   r a t i o   w h i c h   i s   a c c e p t a b l e   t a k i n g   i n t o   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   f a c -  

t o r s   s u c h   a s  v e h i c l e   d r i v a b i l i t y ,   f u e l  c o n s u m p t i o n   and  n o x i o u s  

e x h a u s t   e m i s s i o n s .   The  o u t p u t   o f   i n t e g r a t o r   15  i s   p r e v e n t e d  

f r o m   f a l l i n g   b e l o w   t h i s   l o w e r   r e f e r e n c e   l e v e l   by  a  s e c o n d  

a c t i v e   c l amp   c i r c u i t   i n c l u d i n g   a  s c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   c i r c u i t   3 1 ,  

a  r e s i s t o r   32  and  a  d i o d e   3 3 .  

In   o r d e r   to  p r e v e n t   t h e   f u e l   f l o w   to  the   e n g i n e   b e i n g  

a f f e c t e d   by  t he   r e u g h n e s s   o u t p u t s   w h i c h   i s   p r o d u c e d   d u r i n g  

n o r m a l   a c c e l e r a t i o n   and   d e c e l e r a t i o n   o f   t h e   e n g i n e   r e s u l t i n g  

f r o m   m o v e m e n t   of   t h e   t h r o t t l e   p e d a l   by  t he   d r i v e r   of   a  v e h i c -  

le   i n   w h i c h   t h e   c i r c u i t   i s   i n s t a l l e d ,   two  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  

c i r c u i t s   24,   2 5 _ a r e   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e   t h r o t t l e   p e d a l   t r a n s -  

d u c e r   20  and   t h e   o u t p u t ,   of   t h e   s p e e d   s i g n a l   g e n e r a t o r   1 3  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .   The  o u t p u t s   of   t h e s e   t w o ' d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g   c i r -  

c u i t s   24,   25  a r e   c o n n e c t e d   to  a  s u m m i n g   a m p l i f i e r   26,   t h e  

o u t p u t   of   w h i c h   i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e  i n p u t s   of  an  a c c e l e r a t i o n  

s e n s i n g   c i r c u i t   27  and  a  d e c e l e r a t i o n   s e n s i n g   c i r c u i t   2 8 .  

The  o u t p u t s   of   t h e s e   two  c i r c u i t s   a r e   c o n n e c t e d   to  an  OR  g a t e  

29  w h i c h   c o n t r o l s   t h e   e l e c t r o n i c   s w i t c h   16  and  t he   o u t p u t   o f  

t h e   c i r c u i t   27  i s   a l s o   c o n n e c t e d   to   c o n t r o l   a  f u r t h e r   e l e c -  

t r o n i c   s w i t c h   30  w h i c h   i s   i n   p a r a l l e l   w i t h   t he   d i o d e   2 2 .  

The  e f f e c t   of   t h e s e   c i r c u i t s   i s   t h a t   d u r i n g   a c c e l e r a t i o n ,  

t h e   o u t p u t   of   t h e   i n t e g r a t o r   15  i s   d r i v e n   r a p i d l y   to  t h e  

r e f e r e n c e   l e v e l   i r r e s p e c t i v e   of   t h e   o u t p u t   of   t he   r o u g h n e s s  



s e n s i n g   c i r c u i t   and  i n   d e c e l e r a t i o n ,   t h e   o u t p u t   of   t h e  

i n t e g r a t o r   i s   h e l d   c o n s t a n t   a t   t h e   l e v e l   i t   was  a t   when  t h e  

d e c e l e r a t i o n   c o m m e n c e d .  

T u r n i n g   now  to  F i g u r e   2,  t h e   s p e e d   t r a n s d u c e r   c i r c u i t  

10  i n c l u d e s   an  a c t u a l   t r a n s d u c e r   101 ,   w h i c h   p r o d u c e s   a  p o s i -  

t i v e   g o i n g   p u l s e   ( g r a p h   A  in   F i g u r e   5)  a t   180°   degree  i n t e r -  

v a l s   of   c r a n k s h a f t   r o t a t i o n .   The  t r a n s d u c e r   101  i s   c o n n e c t -  

ed  to  a  f i r s t   m o n o s t a b l e   c i r c u i t   102  w h i c h   i s   t r i g g e r e d   b y  

the   r i s i n g   e d g e   of   e a c h   o u t p u t   p u l s e   f r o m   t h e   t r a n s d u c e r   1 0 1  

and  p r o d u c e s   a t   i t s   Q  o u t p u t   a  p o s i t i v e   g o i n g  p u l s e   of   f i x e d  

d u r a t i o n   ( g r a p h   B  i n   F i g u r e   5)  and   a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   n e g a t i v e  

g o i n g   p u l s e   a t   i t s   Q  o u t p u t .   A  s e c o n d   m o n o s t a b l e   c i r c u i t   1 0 3  

i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  be  t r i g g e r e d   by  t h e   r i s i n g   edge   of   t h i s   n e g a -  
t i v e   g o i n g   p u l s e   and  p r o d u c e s   a t   i t s   Q  o u t p u t   a  f i x e d   l e n g t h  

p u l s e   i m m e d i a t e l y   f o l l o w i n g   e a c h   p u l s e   a t   t h e   Q  o u t p u t   of   t h e  

f i r s t   m o n o s t a b l e   c i r c u i t   102 ,   ( g r a p h   C  i n   F i g u r e   5 ) .  

The  r o u g h n e s s   s e n s i n g   c i r c u i t   u t i l i s e s   t h e   o u t p u t   ( A )  

of  the   t r a n s d u c e r   101  w h i c h   i s   u s e d   to  t r i g g e r   an  i n p u t   f l i p -  

f l o p   c i r c u i t   1 1 0 ,   t h e   wave  fo rm  a t   t h e   Q  o u t p u t   of   w h i c h   i s  

shown  in   g r a p h   D  of   F i g u r e  5 .   The  Q  and   Q  o u t p u t s   of   t h e  

f l i p - f l o p   c i r c u i t   110  a r e   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e   UP/DOWN  t e r m i n a l s  

of  two  1 2 - b i t - c o u n t e r s   ( e a c h   c o n s i s t i n g   o f   t h r e e   4516   t y p e  

CMOS  i n t e g r a t e d   c i r c u i t s   i n   c a s c a d e )   1 1 1 a ,  1 1 1 b .   E a c h   c o u n t e r  

l l l a ,   1 1 1 b  h a s   i t s   PRESET  ENABLE  t e r m i n a l   c o n n e c t e d   by  a  

c a p a c i t o r   1 1 2 a ,   1 1 2 b ,   to  i t s   UP/DOWN  t e r m i n a l   and  by  a  r e s i s -  

t o r   1 1 3 a ,   113b   to  a  g r o u n d   r a i l .   The  CLOCK  t e r m i n a l s   of   b o t h  

c o u n t e r s   a r e   c o n n e c t e d   to  a  4 . 5   MHz  o s c i l l a t o r   114 .   G r a p h s  

E  and  F  show  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   c o u n t   s t a t e s   of   t he   c o u n t e r s   1 1 1 a  

l l l b .   The  d a t a   i n p u t   t e r m i n a l s   of   t he   c o u n t e r s   a r e   c o n n e c t e d  

to  p r o v i d e   a  s m a l l   i n i t i a l   c o u n t   i n   e a c h   c o u n t e r   when  i t  

s t a r t s   c o u n t i n g   up ,   so  t h a t   no  c a r r y   o u t   s i g n a l   i s   p r o d u c e d  

by  the   c o u n t e r   i f   t h e   c o u n t e r   c o u n t s   up  and  t h e n   down  f o r  

e x a c t l y   e q u a l   p e r i o d s .   A  c a r r y   o u t   s i g n a l   i s   o n l y   p r o d u c e d  

i f   t h e   c o u n t   down  p e r i o d   e x c e e d s   t h e   c o u n t   up  p e r i o d   w h i c h ,  

as  shown  i n   F i g u r e   4  o c c u r s   i n   t h e   c a s e   of  c o u n t e r   111b  a t  

t he   two  p o i n t s   m a r k e d   " X " .  



The  CARRY  OUT  t e r m i n a l   o f   e a c h   c o u n t e r   i s   c o n n e c t e d   t o  

a  NAND  g a t e   1 1 5 a ,   115b   c o n n e c t e d   to  a c t   as  a  l o g i c a l   i n v e r -  

t e r ,   and  t h e   o u t p u t   of   t h a t   NAND  g a t e   i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  o n e  

i n p u t   o f   a  f u r t h e r   NAND  g a t e   1 1 6 a ,   116b   w h i c h   h a s   i t s   o t h e r  

i n p u t   c o n n e c t e d   to  the   o s c i l l a t o r   1 1 4 .   The  o u t p u t  t e r m i n a l  

of   t h e   NAND  g a t e   1 1 6 a ,   1 1 6 b ,   i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  one  i n p u t   t e r -  

m i n a l   o f   a  t o g g l e   c i r c u i t   c o n s t i t u t e d   by  two  c r o s s   c o n n e c t e d  

NAND  g a t e s   1 1 7 a ,   117b   and  1 1 8 a ,   118b   t h e   o t h e r   i n p u t   of   which  

i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   one  Q  or   Q  o u t p u t s   o f   f l i p - f l o p   c i r c u i t s  

110 ,   w h i c h   i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e   o t h e r   c o u n t e r   111a   o r   1 1 1 b .  

The  o u t p u t s   of   NAND  g a t e s   1 1 8 a ,   118b   a r e   c o n n e c t e d   to  an  AND 

g a t e   119  t h e   o u t p u t   of   w h i c h   i s   shown  i n   g r a p h   G  of   F i g u r e   5 .  

As  w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d ,   e a c h   t o g g l e   c i r c u i t   i s   o n l y   s e t  

when  t h e   a s s o c i a t e d   c o u n t e r   p r o d u c e s   a  c a r r y - o u t   s i g n a l   d u r -  

i n g   c o u n t   down.   T h i s   t o g g l e   c i r c u i t   i s   s u b s e q u e n t l y   r e s e t   b y  

t he   n e x t   t r a n s d u c e r   p u l s e ,   so  t h a t   t h e   d u r a t i o n   o f   t h e   n e g a -  
t i v e   g o i n g   o u t p u t   of   AND  g a t e   119  i s   t he   d i f f e r e n c e   b e t w e e n  

t he   t i m e   p e r i o d   b e t w e e n   f i r s t   and   s e c o n d   t r a n s d u c e r   p u l s e   a n d  

t he   t i m e   p e r i o d   b e t w e e n   t h e   p r e c e d i n g   t r a n s d u c e r   p u l s e   a n d  t h e  

f i r s t   t r a n s d u c e r   p u l s e ,   l e s s   w h a t e v e r   s m a l l   e r r o r   i s   i n t r o -  

d u c a d   by  t h e   s m a l l   p r e s e t   c o u n t   i n t r o d u c e d   i n t o   t h e   c o u n t e r s  

l l l a ,   l l l b e  

The  s p e e d   s i g n a l   g e n e r a t i n g   c i r c u i t   13  i s   b a s i c a l l y   a  

f r e q u e n c y   to  v o l t a g e   c o n v e r t e r   o p e r a t e d   by  t h e   Q  o u t p u t   o f  

m o n o s t a b l e   c i r c u i t   102 .   The  c i r c u i t   13  i n c l u d e s   an  i n p u t   p n p  
t r a n s i s t o r   130  h a v i n g   i t s   b a s e   c o n n e c t e d   by  a  r e s i s t o r   1 3 1  

to  t h e   Q  o u t p u t   of   m o n e s t a b l e   c i r c u i t   102  and  i t s   e m i t t e r  

c o n n e c t e d   to  a  +10v   r a i l .   An  npn   t r a n s i s t o r   132  h a s   i t s  

b a s e   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e   j u n c t i o n   of   t w o  r e s i s t o r s   133 ,   1 3 4  

w h i c h   a r e   i n   s e r i e s   b e t w e e n   t h e   +10v   r a i l   and  a  g r o u n d   r a i l ,  

i t s   c o l l e c t o r   c o n n e c t e d   to   t h e   +10v  r a i l   and  i t s   e m i t t e r  

c o n n e c t e d   v i a   a  r e s i s t o r   135  to   t he   g r o u n d   r a i l .   The  c o l l e c -  

t o r   of   t r a n s i s t o r   130  i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   e m i t t e r   of   t r a n s -  

i s t o r   1 3 2 .   An  o u t p u t   pnp  t r a n s i s t o r   136  has   i t s   b a s e   c o n n e c -  

t e d   to  t h e   e m i t t e r   of   t r a n s i s t o r   132 ,   i t s   e m i t t e r   c o n n e c t e d  

to  t h e   +10v   r a i l   by  a  r e s i s t o r   137  and  i t s   c o l l e c t o r   c o n n e c -  

t e d   t o  t h e   g r o u n d   r a i l   by  a  r e s i s t o r   138  and  a  c a p a c i t o r   1 3 9  



i n   p a r a l l e l ,   When  t h e   t r a n s i s t o r   130  i s   o f f ,   w h i c h   o c c u r s  

f o r   the   d u r a t i o n   o f   t h e   Q  o u t p u t   p u l s e   of   m o n o s t a b l e   c i r c u i t  

102 ,   t h e   e m i t t e r   o f   t r a n s i s t o r   132  i s   h e l d   a t   a  f i x e d   v o l -  

t a g e   so  t h a t   a  f i x e d   c u r r e n t   f l o w s   i n t o   r e s i s t o r   138  a n d  

c a p a c i t o r   1 3 9 .   When  t h e   t r a n s i s t o r   130  i s   on ,   w h i c h   i s   f o r  

t h e   r e m a i n i n g   t i m e   p e r i o d ,   t r a n s i s t o r   136  i s   h e l d   o f f   a n d  

c a p a c i t o r   139  d i s c h a r g e s   t h r o u g h   r e s i s t o r   1 3 8 .   The  mean  v o l -  

t a g e   a t   t he   c o l l e c t o r   o f   t r a n s i s t o r   136  i s   d i r e c t l y   p r o p o r -  
t i o n   to  e n g i n e   s p e e d .  

The  n o r m a l i s i n g   c i r c u i t   12  i n c l u d e s   an  o p e r a t i o n   a m p l i -  

f i e r   120  h a v i n g   i t s   n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   t e r m i n a l   c o n n e c t e d   t o  

t he   c o l l e c t o r   o f   t h e   t r a n s i s t o r   136 .   The  o u t p u t   t e r m i n a l   o f  

t h i s   o p e r a t i o n a l   a m p l i f i e r   120  i s   c o n n e c t e d  b y   a  r e s i s t o r   1 2 1  

to  t he   b a s e   of   an  npn   t r a n s i s t o r   122  t h e   e m i t t e r   of   w h i c h   i s  

c o n n e c t e d   by  a  r e s i s t o r   123  to  t h e   g r o u n d   r a i l   and   a l s o   c o n -  

n e c t e d   to  t h e   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   t e r m i n a l   o f   t h e   o p e r a t i o n a l  

a m p l i f i e r   so  t h a t   t h e   o p e r a t i o n a l   a m p l i f i e r   and  t r a n s i s t o r  

a c t   as  a  v o l t a g e   to  c u r r e n t   c o n v e r t e r   i n   known  m a n n e r .   T h e  

c o l l e c t o r   o f   t he   t r a n s i s t o r   122  i s   c o n n e c t e d   by  a  c a p a c i t o r  
124  to  t he   +5v  r a i l   so  t h a t   t h i s   c a p a c i t o r   c h a r g e s   up  a t   a  

r a t e   d i r e c t l y   p r o p o r t i o n a l   to  t h e   v o l t a g e   a t   t h e   n o n - i n v e r t -  

i n g   i n p u t   of   a m p l i f i e r   1 2 0 .  

An  npn   t r a n s i s t o r   125  has   i t s   e m i t t e r   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e  

g r o u n d   r a i l   and  i t s   c o l l e c t o r   c o n n e c t e d   to   t h e   b a s e   o f   t r a i -  

s i s t o r   1 2 2 .   The  b a s e   o f   t r a n s i s t o r   125  i s   c o n n e c t e d   by  a  

r e s i s t o r   126  to  t h e   o u t p u t   t e r m i n a l   of   AND  g a t e   119  so  t h a t  

t r a n s i s t o r   125  i s   on  and   t h e r e b y   h o l d s   t r a n s i s t o r   122  o f f  

e x c e p t   when  t h e   o u t p u t   o f   AND  g a t e   119  i s   l o w .  

For   p e r i o d i c a l l y   d i s c h a r g i n g   t h e   c a p a c i t o r   124 ,   t h e r e  

i s   a  pnp  t r a n s i s t o r   127  w h i c h   h a s   i t s   e m i t t e r   c o n n e c t e d  t o  

t h e   +5v  r a i l   and   i t s   c o l l e c t o r   c o n n e c t e d   by  a  r e s i s t o r   1 2 8  t o  

t he   c o l l e c t o r   of  t r a n s i s t o r   122 .   A  r e s i s t o r   128  c o n n e c t s  

t he   b a s e   of   t r a n s i s t o r   127  to  t h e   Q  o u t p u t   of   t h e   m o n o s t a b l e  

c i r c u i t   1 0 3 .   T r a n s i s t o r   127  i s   c o n d u c t i v e   o n l y   w h i l e   t h e   Q 

o u t p u t   o f   c i r c u i t   103  i s   h i g h .  



E a c h   Q  o u t p u t   f r o m   t h e   c i r c u i t   103  d i s c h a r g e s   c a p a c i -  
t o r   124  and   t r a n s i s t o r   122  r e m a i n s   o f f   u n t i l   a  n e g a t i v e  

g o i n g   p u l s e   i s   p r o d u c e d   by  t h e   AND  g a t e   1 1 9 .  T r a n s i s t o r   1 2 2  

t h e n   t u r n s   on  and  c a p a c i t o r   124  c h a r g e s   to  a  v o l t a g e   c o r r e s -  

p o n d i n g   to  t h e   p r o d u c t   o f   t h e   o u t p u t   of  t he   s p e e d   s e n s i n g  

c i r c u i t   13  and   t he   d u r a t i o n   of   t he   low  o u t p u t   of   AND  g a t e   1 1 9 ,  

T h i s   v o l t a g e   s i g n a l   i s   h e l d   on  t he   c a p a c i t o r   124  f o r   t h e   d u r -  

a t i o n   o f   t he   h i g h   o u t p u t   a t   t h e   Q  o u t p u t   t e r m i n a l   of   c i r c u i t  

102 ,   w h i c h   commences   as  t r a n s i s t o r   122  i s   s w i t c h e d   o f f   a g a i n .  

The  c a p a c i t o r   124  i s   t h e n   d i s c h a r g e d   a g a i n .  

T h i s   v o l t a g e   s i g n a l   i s   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e   of   t h e   s p e e d - n o r -  

m a l i s e d   r o u g h n e s s .  

The  s a m p l e   and  h o l d   c i r c u i t   14  i n c l u d e s   an  i n p u t   a m p l i -  

f i e r   140  w h i c h   has   i t s   n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   t e r m i n a l   c o n n e c t -  

ed  by  a  r e s i s t o r   141  to  t h e   c o l l e c t o r   of  t r a n s i s t o r   122 .   T h e  

o u t p u t   t e r m i n a l   i s   c o n n e c t e d   by  an  e l e c t r o n i c   s w i t c h   e l e m e n t  

142  ( c o n t r o l l e d   by  t he   Q  o u t p u t   of   c i r c u i t   102)   and  t w o  

r e s i s t o r s   143 ,   144  in   s e r i e s   to   t he   n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t  o f  a n  

o u t p u t   b u f f e r   a m p l i f i e r   1 4 5 ,   t h e   j u n c t i o n   of   r e s i s t o r s   1 4 3 ,  
144  b e i n g   c o n n e c t e d   by  a  c a p a c i t o r   146  to  a  +5v  r a i l   and  b y  

a  r e s i s t o r   147  to  t h e   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   t e r m i n a l   of   a m p l i f i e r  

140 .   A  r e s i s t o r   148  c o n n e c t s   t he   o u t p u t   of   a m p l i f i e r   145  t o  

i t s   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t .  

The  o u t p u t   ( s h o w n   i n   g r a p h   H  of  F i g u r e   5)  of  t he   a m p l i -  

f i e r   145  i s   a t   +5v  i n   any  p e r i o d   b e t w e e n   two  s u c c e s s i v e  

c r a n k s h a f t   t r a n s d u c e r   p u l s e s   i f   no  r o u g h n e s s   p u l s e   was  p r o -  

d u c e d   by  AND  g a t e   119  i m m e d i a t e l y   b e f o r e   t he   f i r s t   of  t h o s e  

p u l s e s .   I f   a  r o u g h n e s s   p u l s e   i s   p r o d u c e d   the   o u t p u t   of  t h e  

a m p l i f i e r   145  f a l l s   l i n e a r l y   w i t h   i n c r e a s i n g   n o r m a l i s e d  

r o u g h n e s s ,   i . e .   a  s h o r t   r o u g h n e s s   p u l s e   a t   a  g i v e n   s p e e d  

c a u s e s   t he   v o l t a g e   to  t a k e   up  a  l e v e l   s l i g h t l y   b e l o w   +5v  a n d  

a  l o n g e r   r o u g h n e s s   p u l s e   a t   t he   s p e e d   c a u s e s   i t   to  t a k e   u p  

an  e v e n   l o w e r   l e v e l .  

T u r n i n g   now  to  F i g u r e s   3  and  4,  t he   o u t p u t   of   a m p l i f i e r  

145  i s   a p p l i e d   v i a   t h e .  e l e c t r o n i c   s w i t c h   e l e m e n t   16  to  t h e -  



i n t e g r a t o r   15  w h i c h   i n c l u d e s   an  o p e r a t i o n a l   a m p l i f i e r   1 5 0  

h a v i n g   i t s   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   c o n n e c t e d   by  a  r e s i s t o r   151  t o  

t h e   s w i t c h   16  and   i t s   o u t p u t   c o n n e c t e d   to   i t s   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t  

by  a  c a p a c i t o r   1 5 2 .   The  o u t p u t   of   a m p l i f i e r   150  i s   c o n n e c -  

t e d   to  t h e   v a r i a b l e   f r e q u e n c y   c l o c k   by  a  r e s i s t o r   1 5 3 .  

The  n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   o f   t he   a m p l i f i e r   150  i s   c o n -  

n e c t e d   to   t h e   o u t p u t   of   t h e   s p e e d - s h a p i n g   c i r c u i t   17  w h i c h  

as  shown  i n   F i g u r e   4,  i n c l u d e s   f o u r   o p e r a t i o n a l   a m p l i f i e r s  

170 ,   1 7 1 ,   172  and   1 7 3 .   The  a m p l i f i e r   170  h a s   i t s   n o n - i n v e r t -  

i n g   i n p u t   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e   c o l l e c t o r   o f   t r a n s i s t o r   136  a n d  

i t s   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e   j u n c t i o n   of   two  r e s i s -  

t o r s   1 7 4 ,   175  i n   s e r i e s   b e t w e e n   t h e   o u t p u t   t e r m i n a l   of   t h e  

a m p l i f i e r   170  and   t h e   g r o u n d   r a i l .   The  o t h e r   t h r e e   a m p l i f i -  

e r s   171 ,   1 7 2 ,   173  a r e   c o n n e c t e d   w i t h   v a r i o u s   r e s i s t o r s   a n d  

d i o d e s   as  shown   to  o p e r a t e   i n   known  m a n n e r   to   p r o v i d e   a n  

o u t p u t   w h i c h   i s   b e t w e e n   0  and  5v  when  t h e   s i g n a l   a t   t h e  

c o l l e c t o r   of   t r a n s i s t o r   136  i s   a t   0  v o l t s   and  w h i c h   r i s e s  

l i n e a r l y   i n   t h r e e   s e g m e n t s   of  d e c r e a s i n g   s l o p e   as  t h e   s i g n a l  

a t   t he   c o l l e c t o r   o f   t r a n s i s t o r   136  r i s e s .   The  o u t p u t   o f  

a m p l i f i e r   173  i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e   c a t h o d e   o f   a  d i o d e   1 7 6 ,  

t h e   a n o d e   of   w h i c h   i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e   o u t p u t   of   t h e   c i r c u i t  

1 7 .  

The  o u t p u t   of   a m p l i f i e r   150  i s   t h u s   n o r m a l l y   t h e   i n t e -  

g r a l   of   t h e   e r r o r   b e t w e e n   t he   s i g n a l   a t   p o i n t   H  and   a t   t h e  

r e f e r e n c e   s i g n a l   g e n e r a t e d   by  t he   s p e e d   s h a p i n g   c i r c u i t   1 7 .  

T h i s   o u t p u t   i s   shown  i n   g r a p h   J  of   F i g u r e   5  a s s u m i n g   t h e  

s p e e d   to  be  c o n s t a n t   t h r o u g h o u t .  

The  t h r o t t l e   s i g n a l   d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g   c i r c u i t   24  c o m p r i -  

se s   an  o p e r a t i o n a l   a m p l i f i e r   240  w i t h   i t s   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t  

t e r m i n a l   c o n n e c t e d   b y  a   c a p a c i t o r   241  to   t h e   o u t p u t   of   t h e  

p e d a l   t r a n s d u c e r   20  and  has   a  f e e d b a c k   c i r c u i t   c o n s i s t i n g   o f  

two  r e s i s t o r s   242 ,   243  i n   s e r i e s   b e t w e e n   t h e   o u t p u t   t e r m i n a l  

of   a m p l i f i e r   240  and   i t s   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   and  a  c a p a c i t o r   2 4 4  

a c r o s s   one  of   t h e s e   r e s i s t o r s   243  t o . l i m i t   t h e   h i g h   f r e q u e n c y  

g a i n   o f   t he   a m p l i f i e r .   The  d i f f e r e n t i a t o r   25  i s   s i m i l a r ,  



c o n s i s t i n g   of   an  o p e r a t i o n a l   a m p l i f i e r   250  r e s i s t o r s   2 5 2 ,  

253  and   c a p a c i t o r s   251 ,   254 ,   the   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   of   a m p l i -  
f i e r   250  b e i n g   c o n n e c t e d   t o  t h e   o u t p u t   of   a m p l i f i e r   170  o f  

t h e   s p e e d   s h a p i n g   c i r c u i t   17.   The  n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t s   o f  

t h e   a m p l i f i e r s   2 4 0 ,   250  a r e   c o n n e c t e d   by  r e s p e c t i v e   r e s i s t o r s  

245 ,   255 ,   to   t h e   j u n c t i o n   of   two  r e s i s t o r s   2 6 0 ,   261  w h i c h  

a r e   shown  i n   F i g u r e   3  as  p a r t   of  t h e   summing   a m p l i f i e r   250  

Summing   a m p l i f i e r   26  i n c l u d e s   an  o p e r a t i o n a l   a m p l i f i e r  
262  w h i c h   h a s   i t s   n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   j u n c -  

t i o n   of   r e s i s t o r s   260 ,   261  w h i c h   a r e   in   s e r i e s   b e t w e e n   t h e  

+10v   r a i l   and   t he   g r o u n d   r a i l .   The  o u t p u t s   of   t h e   a m p l i f i e r s  

2 4 0 ,   250  a r e   c o n n e c t e d   by  r e s p e c t i v e   r e s i s t o r s   2 5 3 ,   254  t o  

t h e   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   of  a m p l i f i e r   262  w h i c h   h a s   a  r e s i s t o r  

265  c o n n e c t e d   b e t w e e n   i t s   o u t p u t   and  i t s   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t .  

The  a c c e l e r a t i o n   and  d e c e l e r a t i o n   s e n s i n g   c i r c u i t s   2 7  

and  28  a r e   c o n s t i t u t e d   by  a  p a i r   of  v o l t a g e   c o m p a r a t o r s   2 7 0  

and  280  w h i c h   h a v e   r e f e r e n c e   v o l t a g e s   a p p l i e d   to  t h e i r   n o n -  

i n v e r t i n g   and  i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t s   r e s p e c t i v e l y   by  d i f f e r e n t  

p o i n t s   on  a  r e s i s t o r   c h a i n   2 7 1 ,   272 ,   2 7 3 .   The  o u t p u t   o f  

a m p l i f i e r   262  i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   o f  

c o m p a r a t o r   280  and  t he   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   of   c o m p a r a t o r   2 7 0 .  

The  OR  g a t e   29  i s   c o n s t i t u t e d   q u i t e   s i m p l y   by  a  d i o d e  

290  w h i c h   h a s   i t s   c a t h o d e   c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   o u t p u t   of   c o m -  

p a r a t o r   280  and  i t s   a n o d e   c o n n e c t e d   by  a  r e s i s t o r   291  to  t h e  

+10v  r a i l .   The  a n o d e   of  d i o d e   290  i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   c o n -  

t r o l   i n p u t   of  s w i t c h   e l e m e n t   16  as  i s   t he   o u t p u t   of   c o m p a r a -  
t o r   2 8 0 .   T h i s   s w i t c h   e l e m e n t   16  goes   open   c i r c u i t   i f   t h e  

o u t p u t   of   c o m p a r a t o r   270  i s   low,   or  i f   t he   o u t p u t   of  c o m p a r -  
a t o r   280  i s   l o w .   C o m p a r a t o r   270  o u t p u t   goes   low  o n l y   w h e n  

the   a c c e l e r a t o r   p e d a l   i s   a c t u a l l y   b e i n g   d e p r e s s e d   or  w h e n  

t h e   e n g i n e   s p e e d   i s   a c t u a l l y   i n c r e a s i n g ,   and  s i m i l a r l y   t h e  

c o m p a r a t o r   280  o u t p u t   goes   low  o n l y   when  the   a c c e l e r a t o r  

p e d a l   i s   b e i n g   r a i s e d   or  a c t u a l   d e c e l e r a t i o n   of   t he   e n g i n e  

i s   i n   p r o g r e s s .   In   c r u i s i n g   c o n d i t i o n s   b o t h   c o m p a r a t o r   o u t -  



p u t s   a r e   h i g h   so  t h a t   t h e   s w i t c h   e l e m e n t   16  i s   " c l o s e d " .  

The  S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   c i r c u i t   21  c o m p r i s e s   a  v o l t a g e  

c o m p a r a t o r   211  h a v i n g   i t s   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e  

+10v   r a i l   by  a  r e s i s t o r   212  and  to  t h e   o u t p u t   of  a m p l i f i e r  

150  by  the   r e s i s t o r   1 5 3 .   The  o u t p u t   of   a m p l i f i e r   150  i s  

c o n n e c t e d   by  a  r e s i s t o r   214  to  t he   n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   o f  

c o m p a r a t o r   211  and  t h e   d . c .   p o s i t i v e   f e e d b a c k   n e e d e d   f o r  

c o m p a r a t o r   211  to  o p e r a t e   as  a  S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   i s   p r o v i d e d  

by  a  r e s i s t o r   215  c o n n e c t e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   o u t p u t   of   c o m p a r a t o r  

211  and  i t s   n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t .   The  d i o d e   22  has   i t s   a n o d e  

c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   o u t p u t   of   c o m p a r a t o r   211  and  i t s   c a t h o d e  

c o n n e c t e d   by  a  r e s i s t o r   221  to  t he   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   of   a m p l i -  

f i e r   150 ,   A  r e s i s t o r   222  i s   c o n n e c t e d   b e t w e e n   the   a n o d e   o f  

t h e   d i o d e   22  and  t he   +10v   r a i l .  

The  S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   c i r c u i t   31  c o m p r i s e s   a  v o l t a g e  

c o m p a r a t o r   311 ,   t h e   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   of   w h i c h   i s   c o n n e c t e d  

to  t h e   j u n c t i o n   of   two  r e s i s t o r s   312 ,   313 ,   t h e s e   r e s i s t o r s  

b e i n g   c o n n e c t e d   in   s e r i e s   b e t w e e n   t h e   j u n c t i o n   of   r e s i s t o r s  

212  and  153  and  t h e   g r o u n d   r a i l .   The  o u t p u t   of  a m p l i f i e r   1 5 0  

i s   c o n n e c t e d   v i a   a  r e s i s t o r   314  to  t h e   n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t  

of   c o m p a r a t o r   311  and  t he   d . c o   p o s i t i v e   f e e d b a c k   n e e d e d   f o r  

c o m p a r a t o r   311  to  o p e r a t e   as  a  S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   i s   p r o v i d e d  

by  a  r e s i s t o r   315  c o n n e c t e d   b e t w e e n   the   o u t p u t   of  c o m p a r a t o r  

311  and  i t s   n o n - i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t .   The  o u t p u t   of   a m p l i f i e r   3 1 1  

i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   +10v  r a i l   t h r o u g h   a  r e s i s t o r   316  a n d  

a l s o   to  the   c a t h o d e   of  d i o d e   33,  t he   a n o d e   of  w h i c h   i s   c o n -  

n e c t e d   t h r o u g h   a  r e s i s t o r   32  to  t he   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t   o f  

a m p l i f i e r   1 5 0 .  

As  e x p l a i n e d   a b o v e ,   t he   S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   c i r c u i t s   21  a n d  

31  a c t   to  l i m i t   t he   r a n g e   of   o u t p u t   v o l t a g e s   of  t he   a m p l i f i e r  

150 ,   and  c o n s e q u e n t l y   t he   r a n g e   of  o u t p u t   v o l t a g e s   p r o v i d e d  

to  t h e   c l o c k   18,  by  e a c h   p r o v i d i n g   an  a c t i v e   c l a m p .   P r o v i d e d  

t he   o u t p u t   of  t h e   i n t e g r a t o r   15  r e m a i n s   b e l o w   an  u p p e r  
r e f e r e n c e   l e v e l   ( s e t   b y  r e s i s t o r s   2 1 2 ,   153 ,   312  and  3 1 3 ) ,  



t h e   o u t p u t   of   c o m p a r a t o r   211  r e m a i n s   l ow,   d i o d e   22  p r e v e n t -  

i n g   i t   f rom  h a v i n g   any  e f f e c t   on  the   i n t e g r a t o r   o u t p u t .  

S h o u l d   the   o u t p u t   of  i n t e g r a t o r   15  h a p p e n   to  r i s e   a b o v e   t h e  

u p p e r   r e f e r e n c e   l e v e l   the   o u t p u t   of  t h e   c o m p a r a t o r   211  w i l l  

go  h i g h   so  t h a t   e x t r a   c u r r e n t   f l o w s   i n t o   t h e   i n v e r t i n g   i n p u t  

of   t he   a m p l i f i e r   150  c a u s i n g   the   o u t p u t   to  ramp  down  u n t i l  

t he   S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   r e s e t   t h r e s h o l d   i s   r e a c h e d .   L i k e w i s e ,  

p r o v i d e d   the   o u t p u t   of   t he   i n t e g r a t o r   15  r e m a i n s   a b o v e   a  

l o w e r   r e f e r e n c e   l e v e l   ( a l s o   s e t   by  r e s i s t o r s   212 ,   153 ,   3 1 2  

and  3 1 3 ) ,   the   o u t p u t   of   c o m p a r a t o r   311  r e m a i n s   h i g h ,   d i o d e  

33  p r e v e n t i n g   i t   f rom  h a v i n g   any  e f f e c t   on  the   i n t e g r a t o r  

o u t p u t .  S h o u l d   t h e   o u t p u t   of  i n t e g r a t o r   15  h a p p e n   to  f a l l  

b e l o w   the   l o w e r   r e f e r e n c e   l e v e l   the   o u t p u t   of  c o m p a r a t o r   3 1 1  

w i l l   go  low  c a u s i n g   t he   o u t p u t   of  t he   a m p l i f i e r   150  to  r a m p  

up  u n t i l   the   S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   t h r e s h o l d   i s   r e a c h e d .   R e s i s t o r s  

221  and  32  a r e   an  o r d e r   of   m a g n i t u d e   s m a l l e r   t h a n   r e s i s t o r  

151  so  t h a t   s u c h   r e s e t t i n g   o c c u r s   r a p i d l y .  

The  a c c e l e r a t i o n   s e n s i n g   c i r c u i t   27  a l s o   i n c l u d e s   a  

pnp  t r a n s i s t o r   274  w h i c h   has   i t s   e m i t t e r   c o n n e c t e d   to  t h e  

+10v  and  i t s   b a s e   c o n n e c t e d   to  the   j u n c t i o n   of  two  r e s i s t o r s  

275 ,   276  w h i c h   a r e   in   s e r i e s   b e t w e e n   the   o u t p u t   of  t h e  

a m p l i f i e r   270  and  t he   +lOv  r a i l .   The  c o l l e c t o r   of  t h e  

t r a n s i s t o r   274  i s   c o n n e c t e d   by  a  r e s i s t o r   277  to  t he   g r o u n d  

r a i l   and  i s   a l s o   c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   c o n t r o l   t e r m i n a l   of   t h e  

e l e c t r o n i c   s w i t c h   30.   S w i t c h   30  " c l o s e s "   w h e n e v e r   a c c e l e r a -  

t i o n   i s   d e m a n d e d   or  i s   a c t u a l l y   t a k i n g   p l a c e . .  

The  c o n t r o l   c i r c u i t   d e s c r i b e d   above   p r o v i d e s   f o r  

c l o s e d   l o o p   f u e l   c o n t r o l   b a s e d   on  r o u g h n e s s   s e n s i n g .   T h e  

c o u n t e r   s y s t e m   u s e d   f o r   g e n e r a t i n g   the   " raw"   r o u g h n e s s   p u l s e  

e n s u r e s   an  a c c u r a t e   r o u g h n e s s   o u t p u t   w i t h   a  r e a s o n a b l y   h i g h  

r e s p o n s e   s p e e d .   The  n o r m a l i s i n g   c i r c u i t   e m p l o y e d   a l s o  

p r o v i d e s   a  good  d e g r e e   of   a c c u r a c y   and  the   i n c l u s i o n   of  t h e  

i n t e g r a t i n g   c i r c u i t   e n s u r e s   t h a t   s t a b l e   o p e r a t i o n   i s   o b t a i n -  

ed.   The  S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   c i r c u i t   21  e n s u r e s   t h a t   t he   c l o s e d  

l o o p   r o u g h n e s s   c o n t r o l   can  o n l y   r e d u c e   f u e l   f l o w   b e l o w   t h e  

s c h e d u l e d   f l o w   f o r   t h e   s p e c i f i c   t h r o t t l e / s p e e d   r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  



so  t h a t   " d i g g i n g   i n "   c a u s e d   by  e n r i c h m e n t   when  t he   e n g i n e   i s  

a l r e a d y   r u n n i n g   r i c h   c a n n o t   o c c u r   and  the   S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r  

c i r c u i t   31  e n s u r e s   t h a t   t h e   c l o s e d   l o o p   r o u g h n e s s   c o n t r o l  

c a n n o t   r e d u c e   t he   f u e l   f l o w   b e l o w   the   l e a s t   a c c e p t a b l e   a i r /  

f u e l   r a t i o .   The  a c c e l e r a t i o n   and  d e c e l e r a t i o n   l o o p   i n h i b i t -  

i n g   c o n t r o l s   h a v e   no  e f f e c t   on  the   r o u g h n e s s   s e n s i n g   c i r c u i t  

i t s e l f   w h i c h   c o n t i n u e s   to  p r o v i d e   an  o u t p u t   d u r i n g   d e c e l e r a -  

t i o n   ( b u t   n o t   d u r i n g   a c c e l e r a t i o n ,   b e c a u s e   e a c h   1 8 0   t i m e  

i n t e r v a l   w i l l   be  s h o r t e r   t h a n   t h e   l a s t   u n l e s s   t he   e n g i n e   i s  

r u n n i n g   e x c e p t i o n a l l y   r o u g h l y ) .   C l o s e d   l o o p   c o n t r o l   i s  

r e s t o r e d   as  s o o n   as  a c c e l e r a t i o n   or   d e c e l e r a t i o n   c e a s e s   a n d  

i n   t he   c a s e   of   d e c e l e r a t i o n   t h e   o u t p u t   of   t h e   i n t e g r a t o r   15  

i s   t h e   same  as  i t   was  b e f o r e   t h e   d e c e l e r a t i o n   c o m m e n c e d .   I n  

t he   c a s e   of   an  a c c e l e r a t i o n   " c l o s i n g "   of   e l e c t r o n i c   s w i t c h  

c a u s e s   t h e   o u t p u t   of   i n t e g r a t o r   15  to  ramp  up  ( s i n c e   t h e  

o u t p u t   of  S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   21  i s   low  a t   t h i s   s t a g e ) ,   u n t i l  

t h e   S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   f i r e s .   The  i n t e g r a t o r   o u t p u t   t h e n  

o s c i l l a t e s   b e t w e e n   t he   u p p e r   and   l o w e r   S c h m i t t   t r i g g e r   t h r e s -  

h o l d s   u n t i l   a c c e l e r a t i o n   c e a s e s   a t   w h i c h   t i m e   c l o s e d   l o o p  

o p e r a t i o n   i s   r e - e s t a b l i s h e d .  



1.  An  i n t e r n a l   c o m b u s t i o n   e n g i n e   f u e l   c o n t r o l   s y s t e m   c o m -  

p r i s i n g   a  r o u g h n e s s   s e n s o r   c i r c u i t   p r o v i d i n g   an  e l e c t r i c a l  

r o u g h n e s s   s i g n a l   d e t e r m i n e d   by  t he   m a g n i t u d e   of   f l u c t u a t i o n s  

i n   t h e   s p e e d   of  t he   e n g i n e ,   an  e l e c t r o n i c   i n t e g r a t i n g   c i r -  

c u i t   c o n n e c t e d   to  s a i d   s e n s o r   c i r c u i t   and  p r o v i d i n g   a t   i t s  

o u t p u t   an  e l e c t r i c a l   o u t p u t   s i g n a l   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e   of   t h e  

t i m e   i n t e g r a l   of   t he   e r r o r   b e t w e e n   t h e   r o u g h n e s s   s i g n a l   a n d  

a  r e f e r e n c e   s i g n a l ,   and  f u e l   f l o w   c o n t r o l   means   f o r   c o n t r o l -  

l i n g   t h e   f u e l   f l o w   to  t he   e n g i n e   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   a a i d  

o u t p u t   s i g n a l . s u c h   t h a t   s a i d   e r r o r   i s   r e d u c e d   to  z e r o .  

2 .  A   s y s t e m   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   1  i n   w h i c h   s a i d   r o u g h n e s s  

s e n s o r   c i r c u i t   i n c l u d e s   a  c o u n t e r ,   a  c o n t r o l   c i r c u i t   f o r  

s a i d   c o u n t e r   a r r a n g e d   to  c a u s e   the   c o u n t e r   to  c o u n t   up  a n d  

down  a l t e r n a t e l y ,   s a i d   c o n t r o l   c i r c u i t   b e i n g   c o n t r o l l e d   by  a  
t r a n s d u c e r   s e n s i t i v e   to  t he   e n g i n e   c r a n k s h a f t   p o s i t i o n   s u c h  

t h a t   r e v e r s a l   of   c o u n t i n g   t a k e s   p l a c e   a t   e q u i - a n g u l a r l y  

s p a c e d   p o s i t i o n s   of   t he   e n g i n e   c r a n k s h a f t ,   and  a  l o g i c   c i r -  

c u i t   f o r   d e t e c t i n g   when  t he   c o u n t e r   p r o d u c e s   a  c a r r y - o u t  

s i g n a l   d u r i n g   d o w n - c o u n t i n g   and  p r o d u c i n g   an  o u t p u t   s i g n a l  

c o m m e n c i n g   when  s u c h   d e t e c t i o n   o c c u r s   and   t e r m i n a t i n g   w h e n  

t h e   c o u n t i n g   d i r e c t i o n   n e x t   r e v e r s e s ,   t h e   d u r a t i o n   of   s u c h  

o u t p u t   s i g n a l   r e p r e s e n t i n g   the   r o u g h n e s s   of  r u n n i n g   of  t h e  

e n g i n e .  



3.  A  m e t h o d   of  c o n t r o l l i n g   an  i n t e r n a l   c o m b u s t i o n   e n g i n e  

c o m p r i s i n g   m e a s u r i n g   t h e   r o u g h n e s s   of   t h e   e n g i n e   r u n n i n g  

so  as  to  d e r i v e   an  e l e c t r i c a l   s i g n a l   d e p e n d e n t   on  t h e  

m a g n i t u d e   of   f l u c t u a t i o n s   i n   t h e   e n g i n e   s p e e d ,   d e r i v i n g  

a  f u r t h e r   e l e c t r i c a l   s i g n a l   d e p e n d e n t   on  t h e   t i m e   i n t e g r a l  

of   t h e   e r r o r   b e t w e e n   s a i d   f i r s t   m e n t i o n e d   s i g n a l   and   a  

r e f e r e n c e   s i g n a l ,   and   u s i n g   s a i d   f u r t h e r   e l e c t r i c a l   s i g n a l  

to  m o d i f y   t he   r a t e   o f   f u e l   f l o w   to  t h e   e n g i n e ,   so  as  t o  

t e n d   to  r e d u c e   s a i d   e r r o r   to  z e r o .  
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