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Carrier  (11,50)  of  plastic  for  a  container  (2)  each  of  which 
comprises  a  flat  band  (10,26,45,51)  for  embracing  the  con- 
tainer  body  (4)  and  wedging  under  the  upper  rim  (5)  of  the 
container  (2),  the  band  (10,26,45,51)  being  associated  with  a 
flat  strap-like  handle  bail  (13,14,25,40,57)  which  at  its  lower 
end  is  connected  to  the  lower  portion  (12,29)  of the  band  in  a 
manner  such  that,  upon  lifting  of the  bail  (13,14,25,40,57),  the 
band  (10,26,45,51)  tends  to  twist,  pulling  the  lower  portion 
(12,29)  of  band  outwardty whitstthe  upper portion  (9)  is forced 
inwardly  against  the  can  body  (4)  to  prevent  the  band 
(10,26,45,51)  from  slipping  overthe  rim  (5).  Thetwisting  effect 
also  develops  a  hoop  tension  in  the  band  (10,26,45,51)  which 
tightens  the  grip  of  the  band  (10,26,45,51)  about the  can  body 
(4). 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   i s   d i r e c t e d   to   a  c a r r i e r   f o r   c o n -  
t a i n e r s   s u c h   as   p a i n t   c a n s .  

In  t h e   p r i o r   a r t ,   p a i n t   c a n s   h a v e   u t i l i z e d   a  

p a i r   of  b a i l   c a r s   w h i c h   a r e   c l i n c h e d   to   t h e   o p p o s i t e   s i d e s  

of   a  can   b o d y .   The  c l i n c h i n g   o p e r a t i o n   i n v o l v e s   r e f o r m -  

ing   t h e   m e t a l   of  t h e   can   b o d y   to   p r o v i d e   d e p r e s s i o n s   i n  

w h i c h   b e l l - s h a p e d   b a i l   c a r s   a r e   p o s i t i o n e d   and  t h e n   t h e  

m e t a l   of   s i d e   w a l l   of   t h e   d e p r e s s i o n   i s   n e c k e d - i n   a b o u t  

an  o u t t u r n e d   f l a n g e   of  t h e   b e l l - s h a p e d   c a r .   T h i s   s e v e r e  

b e n d i n g   of   t h e   m e t a l   f r a c t u r e s   t h e   p r o t e c t i v e   c o a t i n g  
w h i c h   had   b e e n   p r e v i o u s l y   a p p l i e d   to   t h e   p l a t e .   P r o b -  

lems  h a v e   a r i s e n   w i t h   w a t e r - b a s e   p a i n t s .   The  f r a c t u r e d  

a r e a s   r u s t   w h i c h   c o n t a m i n a t e s   t h e   p r o d u c t   and  i f   t h e   a r e a s  

r u s t   t h r o u g h ,   l e a k e r s   d e v e l o p .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  c a r r i e r   f o r   a  
c o n t a i n e r   h a v i n g   a  b o d y  a n d   a  r i m   p r o j e c t i n g   r a d i a l l y   o u t -  

w a r d l y   f r o m   s a i d   b o d y ,   s a i d   c a r r i e r   b e i n g   c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by  a  f l e x i b l e   b a n d   of   p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   s l e e v e d   o v e r   s a i d  

b o d y  a n d   h a v i n g   u p p e r   and  l o w e r   e d g e s ,   t h e   u p p e r   e d g e   e n -  

g a g i n g   t h e   u n d e r s i d e   of   t h e   r i m ,   and  b a i l   means   h a v i n g  

l o w e r   e n d s   c o n n e c t e d   to   s a i d   b a n d   in  t h e   r e g i o n s   of  s a i d  

l o w e r   e d g e   and  o p e r a t i v e   a t t e n d a n t   to   l i f t i n g   of  t h e   c o n -  

t a i n e r   by  s a i d   b a i l   m e a n s   to   p u l l   s a i d   b a n d   in  s a i d   r e -  

g i o n s   o u t w a r d l y   and  c o n c u r r e n t l y   t w i s t i n g   t h e   b a n d   a n d  

t h u s   f o r c i n g   t h e   b a n d   a t   i t s   u p p e r   e d g e   i n w a r d l y   of  t h e  

c a n   u n d e r   s a i d   r i m .  



T h e s e   and  o t h e r   f e a t u r e s   and  a d v a n t a g e s   of  t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   b e c o m e   more   a p p a r e n t   f r o m   t h e   s p e c i f i c a -  

t i o n   and  t h e   d r a w i n g s ,   w h e r e i n :  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  f r a g m e n t a r y   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew   o f  

one  e m b o d i m e n t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   a p p l i e d   to   a  p a i n t   c a n  

s h o w i n g   t h e   c a r r i e r   in  l i f t   p o s i t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   s i m i l a r   to  F i g -  

u r e   1  s h o w i n g   t h e   c a r r i e r   in  s t o w e d   p o s i t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   t a k e n   s u b s t a n t i a l -  

ly   on  l i n e   3-3  of  F i g u r e   1 ;  

F i g u r e   4  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   s i m i l a r   to  F i g -  

u re   I  s h o w i n g   a n o t h e r   e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   5  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w  o f   t h e   e m b o d i -  

m e n t   of   F i g u r e   4  s h o w i n g   the   c a r r i e r   in  s t o w e d   p o s i t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   6  i s   a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   v i e w  t a k e n   s u b -  

s t a n t i a l l y   on  l i n e   6-6  of   F i g u r e   6 ;  

F i g u r e   7  is   a  f r a g m e n t a r y   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   o f  

a n o t h e r   e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   8  i s   a  f r a g m e n t a r y   p e r s p e c t i v e   of  t h e  

e m b o d i m e n t   of   F i g u r e   7  t a k e n   f rom  a n o t h e r   s i d e   t h e r e o f ;  

F i g u r e   9  i s   a  f r a g m e n t a r y   s i d e   e l e v a t i o n a l   v i e w  

of  a n o t h e r   fo rm  of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   a n d  

F i g u r e   10  i s   a  f r a g m e n t a r y   s i d e   e l e v a t i o n a l  

v i e w   t a k e n   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   on  l i n e   1 0 - 1 0   of  F i g u r e   9 .  

In  F i g u r e s   1 - 3 ,   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   i l l u s t r a t e d  

w i t h   a  p a i n t   can   2  w h i c h   is   of  c o n v e n t i o n a l   c o n s t r u c t i o n  

c o m p r i s i n g   a  b o t t o m   ( n o t   s h o w n ) ,   a  b o d y   4,  a  r i m   or  b e a d  

5,  and  a  c o v e r   6.  The  r im   p r o j e c t s   r a d i a l l y   o u t w a r d l y  

of  t h e   o u t e r   s u r f a c e   7  ( F i g .   2)  of   t h e   can   body   and  p r o -  
v i d e s   a  d o w n w a r d l y   f a c i n g   g r o o v e   8,  i n t o w h i c h   f i t s   t h e  

u p p e r   e d g e   9  of  a  c a n - b o d y   e m b r a c i n g   b a n d   or  body   s t r a p  

10  of  a  c a r r i e r   g e n e r a l l y   d e s i g n a t e d   11,  f o r m e d   of  p l a s -  

t i c   s u c h   as   p o l y e t h y l e n e ,   p o l y p r o p y l e n e   e t c .  

The  b a n d   10  s n u g l y   e m b r a c e s   t h e   can   body  4  a n d  

is   a  f l a t   s t r i p   of   p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   s t r e t c h - f i t t e d   o v e r  

t h e   can  b o d y .  

The  l o w e r   e d g e   12  of  t h e   b a n d   10  i s   i n t e g r a l l y  



c o n n e c t e d   a t   d i a m e t r i c a l l y   o p p o s i t e   p o i n t s   w i t h   t h e   d i s -  

t a l   e n d s   of  a  p a i r   of  b a i l s   13,   14  e a c h   of  w h i c h   i s   a  

s t r a p   of   p r e f e r a b l y   t h e   same  t h i c k n e s s   as  t he   band   a n d  

of  t h e   same  m a t e r i a l .   T h e s e   b a n d s   in  t he   s t o w e d   p o s i -  

t i o n   have   an  a r c u a t e   c o n t o u r   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   to  t h e   c u r v a -  

t u r e   of  t h e   can  body   and  t h u s   l a y   a g a i n s t   d i a m e t r i c a l l y  

o p p o s i t e   s i d e s   of  t he   can   b o d y   w i t h   one  s i d e   15,  16  i n  

c o m p l i m e n t a r y   f a c e   to  f a c e   e n g a g e m e n t   t h e r e w i t h   t h e r e b y  

b e i n g   u n o b t r u s i v e   and  f a c i l i t a t i n g   s t a c k i n g   and  p a c k a g -  

i n g .  

In  t he   l i f t   p o s i t i o n ,   as  shown  in  F i g u r e   1,  t h e  

h a n d l e s   or   b a i l s   13,   14  a r e   r a i s e d   a b o v e   t h e   can  and  b r o u g h t  

t o g e t h e r   a t   t h e i r   m i d - p o r t i o n s   18  and  20  and  h a n d - g r a s p e d  

by  t h e   u s e r .   The  c a r r i e r   b a i l s   when  l i f t i n g   t h e   c a n ,  
w i l l   c a n t   t h e   s t r a p   as  s e e n   in   F i g .   3,  so  t h a t   i t   c o n -  

v e r g e s   u p w a r d l y   t o w a r d   t h e   can   body   and  the   u p p e r   edge   9 

w e d g e s   i n t o   t h e   g r o o v e   o r   c a t c h   8  u n d e r   t h e   r im   5.  A l s o ,  

on  t h i s   e m b o d i m e n t ,   t h e   s p r e a d   a t t a c h m e n t   of  t h e   b a i l  

m e m b e r s   t o  t h e   body   s t r a p   i n s u r e s   t h a t   an  e x t e n s i v e   l e n g t h  

of   t h e   body   s t r a p   10  i s   c a n t e d .  

A  f u r t h e r   e m b o d i m e n t   i s   shown  in  F i g u r e s   4  t o  

6  w h e r e i n   p a r t s   i d e n t i c a l   w i t h   t h e   p r e v i o u s   e m b o d i m e n t  

a r e   i d e n t i f i e d   w i t h   t h e   same  r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s ,   a  s i n g l e  

t h i n g   s t r i p   of   p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   c o m p r i s i n g   t h e   b a i l   25  i s  

u s e d   and  a  c o n t i n u o u s   c i r c u l a r   f l a t   p l a s t i c   s t r a p   26  i s  

t i g h t l y   s t r e t c h e d   a b o u t   t h e   b o d y   of  t h e   c a n .   The  s t r a p  

26  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  p a i r   of  d i a m e t r i c a l l y   o p p o s e d   p i n t l e s  

27,  e a c h   of  w h i c h   i s   s e c u r e d   to  t h e   s t r a p   26  a d j a c e n t   t o  

i t s   l o w e r   e d g e   29.  Each  p i n t l e   27  has   a  c y l i n d r i c a l   s h a n k  

p o r t i o n   30  and  an  e n l a r g e d   s e c u r i n g   h e a d   31  a t   i t s   o u t e r  

e n d .   The  s h a n k   30  e x t e n d s   t h r o u g h   a  r e - o p e n i n g   g e n e r a l -  

ly   i n d i c a t e d   32  in  an  a s s o c i a t e d   one  of  t he   d i s t a l   e n d s  

33  of  a  b a i l   s t r a p   25  w h i c h   i s   a l s o   p l a s t i c .   The  o p e n i n g  

32  has   c i r c u l a r   a p e r t u r e s   36,  37  a t   o p p o s i t e   e n d s   and  a n  

i n t e r v e n i n g   s l o t   p o r t i o n   38  i n t e r m e d i a t e   i t s   e n d s .   A s  

b e s t   s e e n   in  F i g u r e   4,  upon   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   b e i n g   l i f t e d ,  

t h e   s t r a p   s l i d e s   u p w a r d l y   f r o m   t h e   p o s i t i o n   of  F i g u r e  

25  and  t h e   p i n t l e   i s   s h i f t e d   f r o m   a p e r t u r e   36  to   a p e r t u r e  



37  t h r o u g h   d e f o r m a t i o n   o f   t h e   s l o t   p o r t i o n   38.   T h e r e -  

u p o n ,   as  shown  in  F i g .   6,  t h e   s t r a p   26  c a n t s   as  in  t h e  

p r e v i o u s   e m b o d i m e n t   and   t h e   u p p e r   edge   of   t h e   s t r a p   2 6  

e n t e r s   t h e   g r o o v e   8  as  s e e n   in  F i g .   6 .  

In  t h e   s t o w e d   p o s i t i o n ,   t h e   b a i l   s t r a p   i s  

swung  o v e r   t h e  u p p e r   e d g e   of  t he   can  and  t h e   d i s t a l  e n d s  

of   t h e   s t r a p   a r e   p u l l e d   away  to   e n t e r   t he   p i n t l e s   in  t h e  

e n l a r g e d   a p e r t u r e   36.  In  t h i s   p o s i t i o n ,   t h e   b a i l   i s   s n u g -  

ged  a g a i n s t   h a l f   of  t h e   can   b o d y   d i r e c t l y   b e n e a t h   t h e  

r i m .  

In  F i g u r e s   7  and  8  i s   shown  a  f u r t h e r   e m b o d i -  

m e n t  w h i c h   i s   s i m i l a r   to   F i g u r e   6  e x c e p t   t h a t   t h e   b a i l  

s t r a p   40  in  t h e   s t o w e d   p o s i t i o n   i s   f o l d e d   in  two  and   i s  

f a s t e n e d   a t   one  s i d e   of  t h e   can   as  s e e n   in  F i g .   8  t o  

s t r a p   4 5 .  

For   l i f t i n g   t h e   c a n ,   t he   s t r a p   40  i s   u n f a s t e n e d  

by  u n f a s t e n i n g   t he   o u t e r   h a l f   41  o n t h e   s t r a p   40  a t   i t s  

end  43  f rom  t h e   p i n t l e   27.   The  i n n e r   h a l f   39  of  t h e   b a i l  

s t r a p   is   i n t e g r a l l y   f o r m e d   a t   i t s   f r e e   end  44  w i t h   t h e  

l o w e r   edge   of  t he   body   s t r a p   45  w h i c h   i s   s t r e t c h - f i t t e d  

o v e r   t he   can   b o d y .  

As  s e e n   in  F i g u r e   7,  to   _ f a s t e n   t h e   end  43,  i t  

i s   s p r e a d   a t   t he   s l o t   p o r t i o n   38  o v e r   t h e   p i n t l e   46  a n d  

t h e   s h a n k   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   p i n t l e   i s   e n t e r e d   i n t o   o p e n i n g  

37.  Upon  l i f t i n g ,   t h e   s t r a p   45  c a n t s   and   t i g h t e n s   a b o u t  

t h e   body  and  t h e   u p p e r   e d g e   8  t h e r e o f   w e d g e s   i n t o   t h e  

g r o o v e   9  as  s e e n   in  F i g .   8 .  

- To  s t ow   t h e   b a i l   away ,   t h e   p r o c e d u r e   i s   r e v e r s e d .  

End  44  is   r e l e a s e d   f rom  p i n t l e   46  and  a p p l i e d   to   p i n t l e  

27  and   t he   b a i l   s t r a p   l a i d   a l o n g s i d e   t h e   b o d y .  

A  f u r t h e r   e m b o d i m e n t   i s   shown  in  F i g u r e s   9  a n d  

10  in  w h i c h   common  p a r t s   a r e   i d e n t i f i e d   w i t h   t h e   s a m e  

r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s   u s e d   in  c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   t h e   p r e v i o u s  

e m b o d i m e n t s .   The  p l a s t i c   c a r r i e r   g e n e r a l l y   d e s i g n a t e d  

50  c o m p r i s e s   a  b o d y - e m b r a c i n g   t h i n   band   51  w h i c h  h a s   i t s  

u p p e r   edge   52  f i t t e d   u n d e r   t h e   can  b e a d   5.  At  d i a m e t r i c a l -  

ly   d i s p o s e d   s i d e s ,   t h e r e   a r e   f o r m e d   i n t e g r a l   w i t h   t h e   b a n d  

.51,  o u t w a r d l y   e x t e n d i n g   p r o j e c t i o n s   53,  54.  On  one   of   t h e  



c i r c u m f e r e n t a i l   ends   55  of  e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   53,  54  t h e r e  

i s   i n t e g r a l l y   j o i n e d   an  end  56  of   a  p l a s t i c   b a i l   s t r a p   o r  

h a n d l e   57.   The  c o n n e c t i o n   i s  f l e x i b l e   in  t h a t   i t   i s   t h i n ,  

b e i n g   w e a k e n e d   by  an  u p p e r   n o t c h   58  f o r m e d   in  t he   j u n c -  

t u r e   b e t w e e n   t he   b a i l   57  and  t h e   a s s o c i a t e d   t r a n s i t i o n  

l o a d - d i r e c t i n g   p r o j e c t i o n   53,  54.  The  h a n d l e   n o r m a l l y  

w o u l d   o c c u p y   a  p o s i t i o n   e m b r a c i n g   h a l f   of  t h e   can   b o d y  

and  f o r   l i f t i n g ,   w o u l d   be  e l e v a t e d   o v e r   t h e   can  f l e x i n g  

t h e   j o i n t   a t   58.  S i n c e   the   p r o j e c t i o n s   53,   54  a r e   c a n -  

t i l e v e r e d ,   t h e   body  band   51  is   c a n t e d   and  c a u s e s   t h e   b a n d  

to   t i g h t e n   a b o u t   the   can  and  t h e   u p p e r   e d g e   9  to   w e d g e  

w i t h i n   t h e   b e a d   g r o o v e   8  when  t h e   b a i l   h a n d l e   57  i s   l i f -  

t e d .  

T h u s ,   i t   w i l l   be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   in  e a c h   e m -  

b o d i m e n t   t h e   b a i l   s t r a p s   a r e   so  c o n n e c t e d   to   t h e   b o d y -  

e m b r a c i n g   b a n d   t h a t   upon   l i f t i n g ,   t h e   s t r a p   w i l l   t w i s t  

t h u s   t i g h t e n i n g   t he   b o d y  s t r a p   and  w e d g i n g   t h e   u p p e r   e d g e  

t h e r e o f   i n t o   t h e   g r o o v e   f o r m e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   can   b e a d   a n d  

t he   b o d y .  



1.  A  c a r r i e r   f o r   a  c o n t a i n e r   h a v i n g   a  b o d y  

and  a  rim  p r o j e c t i n g   r a d i a l l y   o u t w a r d l y   f rom  s a i d   b o d y ,  
s a i d   c a r r i e r   b e i n g   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  a  f l e x i b l e   band   o f  

p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   s l e e v e d   o v e r   s a i d   body   and  h a v i n g   u p p e r  
and  l o w e r   e d g e s ,   t h e   u p p e r   e d g e   e n g a g i n g   t h e   u n d e r s i d e   o f  

t h e   r im ,   and  b a i l   m e a n s   h a v i n g   l o w e r   e n d s   c o n n e c t e d   t o  

s a i d   band  in  t h e   r e g i o n s   o f   s a i d   l o w e r   e d g e   and  o p e r a -  
t i v e   a t t e n d a n t   to  l i f t i n g   of  t h e   c o n t a i n e r   by  s a i d   b a i l  

means   to  p u l l   s a i d   b a n d   in  s a i d   r e g i o n s   o u t w a r d l y   a n d  

c o n c u r r e n t l y   t w i s t i n g   t h e   b a n d   and  t h u s   f o r c i n g   t h e   b a n d  

a t   i t s   u p p e r   edge   i n w a r d l y   of  t h e   can   u n d e r   s a i d   r i m .  

2.  A  c a r r i e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1,  c h a r -  

a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   b a i l   m e a n s   i s   b l a s e d   a g a i n s t   t h e  

s i d e   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r   by  u n t w i s t i n g   of  t h e   b a n d   and  t h e  

c o n n e c t i o n s   of  t h e   b a i l   m e a n s   w i t h   t h e   band   when  s a i d  

b a i l   means  is   r e l e a s e d .  

3.  A  c a r r i e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1  or   2,  c h a r -  

a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   b a i l   m e a n s   and  band   b e i n g   t h i n  

f l a t   s t r i p s .  

4.  A  c a r r i e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  or  2,  c h a r -  

a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e   c o n n e c t i o n s   of   t he   b a i l   means   t o  

t h e   band  c o m p r i s e   p i n t l e   m e a n s   on  one  of  t h e   band   a n d  

b a i l   means   and  a  p i v o t   o p e n i n g   on  t h e   o t h e r   t h e r e o f   r e -  

c e i v i n g   t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   p i n t l e .  

5.  A  c a r r i e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   2  or  3,  c h a r -  

a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   b a i l   m e a n s   a r e   f o r m e d   to   c o m p l i -  

m e n t a l l y   e m b r a c e   t h e   body   a l o n g   a r c u a t e   c o n t o u r s .  

6.  A  c a r r i e r   f o r   a  c o n t a i n e r   h a v i n g   a  b o d y  

and  a  c l o s u r e   t h e r e f o r   a t   i t s   u p p e r   edge   p r o v i n g   a  b e a d  

e x t e n d i n g   r a d i a l l y   o u t w a r d l y   of   t h e   body   and  p r o v i d i n g   a  

d o w n w a r d l y   f a c i n g   c a t c h ,   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  a  f l e x i b l e   b a n d  

of  p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   c i r c u m s c r i b i n g   s a i d   body  b e l o w   s a i d  

b e a d   and  h a v i n g   u p p e r   and  l o w e r   e d g e s   and  s a i d   u p p e r   e d g e  

e n g a g i n g   w i t h   s a i d   c a t c h ,   and  h a n d l e   means   h a v i n g   c o n n e c t -  

ing   p o r t i o n s   a t t a c h e d   to  t h e   b a n d   a t   d i a m e t r i c a l l y   o p p o s i t e  

s i d e s   t h e r e o f ,   s a i d   p o r t i o n s   e x t e n d i n g   d o w n w a r d l y   f rom  t h e  

l o w e r   edge  of  s a i d   b a n d   and  l o o p e d   u p w a r d l y   a l o n g   t h e   e x -  



t e r i o r   s i d e   of  t h e   b a n d   in  t h e   c a r r y i n g   p o s i t i o n   of  t h e  

h a n d l e   m e a n s   in  w h i c h   s a i d   h a n d l e   m e a n s   e x t e n d s   o v e r   t h e  

top   of  t he   c a n ,   s a i d   h a n d l e   m e a n s   b e i n g   o p e r a t i v e   t h r o u g h  
s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   p o r t i o n s   to  c a n t   t h e   u p p e r   edge   of  t h e  

band   i n w a r d l y   u n d e r   t h e   b e a d   in  t h e   r e g i o n   of  s a i d   c o n -  

n e c t i o n s   and  to  p u l l   t h e   band   a t   i t s   l o w e r   e d g e s   o u t -  

w a r d l y   t h u s   t e n s i o n i n g   t h e   b a n d   a b o u t   s a i d   can  body  a n d  

p r e v e n t i n g   t he   b a n d   f rom  w e d g i n g   o v e r   t h e   b e a d .  

7.  A  c a r r i e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   6,  c h a r -  

a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t he   h a n d l e   m e a n s   c o m p r i s e s   a  p a i r   o f  

s t r a p s   s p a c e d   a t   t h e i r   c o n n e c t i n g   p o r t i o n s   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l -  

ly  of  t h e   b a n d .  

8.  A  c a r r i e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   6  or   7,  c h a r -  

a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   c a r r i e r   i s   made  of  p o l y e t h y l e n e .  

9.  A  c a r r i e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   6,  7  or   8 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in   t h a t   s a i d   h a n d l e   m e a n s   and  b a n d  a r e   i n -  

t e g r a l .  

10.  A  c a r r i e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r -  

i z e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   h a n d l e   m e a n s   c o m p r i s e s   a t   l e a s t   o n e  

f l a t   s t r i p .  
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