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5̂4)  Closure  device  for  periodicals  or  other  papers  intended  for  use  in  distribution  and  marketing. 

A  sealing  means  for  periodicals  and  like  papers  (1) 
intended  for  use  in  the  distribution  and  selling  of  such  papers. 
The  sealing  means  comprises  two  sealing  members  (3,  4) 
which  are  applied  around  those  end  portions  of  the  edge  of 
the  paper  which  are  opposite  the  back  thereof,  and  are 
adapted  to  keep  together  the  sheets  of  the  paper  along  said 
edge  opposite  the  back.  Each  of  said  sealing  members  con- 
sists  of  a  substantially  rectangular  paper  sheet  which  is 
divided  up  into three  fields the  outermostfields  (5,6)  of  which 
are  provided  with  means  for  adhesion  to the  outer sides of the 
wrapping  and  the  unprepared  central  field  (7)  of  which  is 
adapted  to  be  placed  right  opposite  said  edge. 





The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  s e a l i n g   means  f o r  

p e r i o d i c a l s ,   p a m p h l e t s ,   p r o s p e c t u s e s   and  t h e   l i k e ,   wh ich   i n  

t h e   f o l l o w i n g   d e s c r i p t i o n   a r e   r e f e r r e d   to   as  p a p e r s ,   s a i d  

means   b e i n g   i n t e n d e d   f o r   use   in  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d   m a r k e t i n g .  

In  c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   t he   d i s t r i b u t i o n   of  s u c h   p a p e r s  

t h r o u g h   the   P o s t   O f f i c e   t h e r e   a r e   o f t e n   u s e d   w r a p p i n g s   t h e  

p u r p o s e   of  w h i c h   i s   to  k e e p   t he   p a p e r   s h e e t s   t o g e t h e r   a n d  

a l s o   to   s e r v e   as  an  a d d r e s s   l a b e l .   The  p r i o r   a r t   w r a p p i n g s  

a r e   of  two  ma in   t y p e s ,   n a m e l y ,   on  one  h a n d ,   in   t he   form  o f  

a  g i r d l e   w h i c h   i s   p a s s e d   o v e r   a  r o l l e d   p a p e r   and ,   on  t h e  

o t h e r   h a n d ,   an  e n v e l o p e   i n t o   w h i c h   t he   p a p e r   i s   p u t .   When 

a  g i r d l e   i s   u s e d   t he   p a c k a g e   w i l l   o f t e n   become   u n w i e l d y   t o  

t h e   p o s t m a n   and  o f t e n   i t   i s   a l s o   d i f f i c u l t   to  p u t   i t   i n t o  

o r d i n a r y   l e t t e r   b o x e s .   M o r e o v e r ,   t h e   p a p e r   m u s t   be  r o l l e d  

b e f o r e   t h e   g i r d l e   i s   p a s s e d   o v e r   i t ,   w h i c h   r e q u i r e s   t ime   a n d  

i s   d i f f i c u l t   to  a u t o m a t e .   When  an  e n v e l o p e   i s   used   t h e r e  

w i l l  b e  a n   u n n e c e s s a r y   w a s t e   of  m a t e r i a l s   and  a l s o   t h i s   i s  

d i f f i c u l t   to  a u t o m a t e .  

P r i o r   a r t   w r a p p i n g s ,   as  w e l l   as  p a p e r s   e n t i r e l y   e x e m p t  
of  w r a p p i n g s ,   r e q u i r e   much  s p a c e   in  r e t a i l   s h o p s   and  in  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n   d e p a r t m e n t s   of  t he   P o s t   O f f i c e .   The  p a p e r s   o f t e n  

t e n d   to   b u c k l e   when  t h e y   a re   p u t   up  on  t he   s h e l v e s   d i s i g n e d  

t h e r e f o r .  

The  o b j e c t   of  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i s   to  p r o v i d e   a  

s e a l i n g   means   f o r   p e r i o d i c a l s   and  l i k e   p a p e r s ,   w h i c h   m e a n s  

is   s i m p l e   in  d e s i g n   and  e l i m i n a t e s   t he   i n c o n v e n i e n c e s   e n t a i l e d  

w i t h   t h e   p r i o r   a r t   s e a l i n g   and  w r a p p i n g   m e a n s .  

T h i s   o b j e c t   is   r e a l i s e d   in  t h a t   the   s e a l i n g   means  a c c o r -  

d i n g   to  the   i n v e n t i o n   c o n s i s t s   of  two  s e a l i n c   members   w h i c h  

a r e   a p p l i e d   a r o u n d   t h o s e   end  p o r t i o n s   of  t he   edge   of  t h e  

p a p e r   w h i c h   a re   o p p o s i t e   t h e   back   t h e r e o f   and  a r e   a d a p t e d   t o  

k e e p   t o g e t h e r   t h e   s h e e t s   of  t he   p a p e r   a l o n g   s a i d   edge   o p p o s i t e  

t h e   b a c k ,   e a c h   of  s a i d   s e a l i n g   members   c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  s u b -  

s t a n t i a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   p a p e r   s h e e t   w h i c h   i s   d i v i d e d   up  i n t o  



t h r e e   f i e l d s   t he   o u t e r m o s t   f i e l d s   of  w h i c h   a r e   p r o v i d e d  
w i t h   means   f o r   a d h e s i o n   to  t he   o u t e r   s i d e s   of  t he   w r a p p i n g  
and  the   u n p r e p a r e d   c e n t r a l   f i e l d   of  w h i c h   i s   a d a p t e d   to  b e  

p l a c e d   r i g h t   o p p o s i t e   s a i d   e d g e .  

P r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t s   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   a p p e a r   f r o m  

the   f o l l o w i n g   d e s c r i p t i o n   and  c l a i m s .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  d e s c r i b e d   in  more   d e t a i l   h e r e i n -  

a f t e r   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g   w h i c h  

i l l u s t r a t e s   a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t .   In  t h e   d r a w i n g :  

F i g .   1  is   a  f r o n t   v i e w   of  a  p a p e r   w i t h   a  s e a l i n g   m e a n s  

a c c o r d i n g   to  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g .   2  i s   a  top   v i ew  of  t h e   p a p e r   of  F i g .   1;  a n d  

F i g .   3  i s   a  b o t t o m   v i e w   of  a  s e a l i n g   member   of  t he   m e a n s  

a c c o r d i n g   to  t he   i n v e n t i o n .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to  t h e   d r a w i n g ,   F i g .   1  shows  a  p a p e r   1 

w i t h   two  s e a l i n g   members   3  and  4  w h i c h   a r e   a p p l i e d   on  t h e  

f r o n t   edge   2  of  the   p a p e r   and  w h i c h ,   as  a p p e a r s   f rom  F i g .   2 ,  

s u r r o u n d   s a i d   edge   and  i s   b r o u g h t   to  a d h e r e   to   t he   o u t e r  

s i d e s   of  t he   w r a p p i n g   by  means   of  g l u e   a p p l i e d   to  t he   s e a l i n g  

m e m b e r s .   In  t he   p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   t h e r e   a r e   shown  t w o  

s e a l i n g   member s   w h i c h   a r e   a p p l i e d   to  t he   e n d s   of  s a i d   edge   2 

b u t   t he   number   of  s e a l i n g   m e m b e r s   may  of  c o u r s e   v a r y   a s  

r e q u i r e d   w i t h i n   t he   s c o p e   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n .   I t   i s   p r e f e r a b l e ,  

h o w e v e r ,   to   a p p l y   a t   l e a s t   two  s e a l i n g   m e m b e r s   one  of  w h i c h  

b e a r s   t h e   name  and  a d d r e s s   of  t h e   a d d r e s s e e   and  s u i t a b l y  

a l s o   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  p o s t a g e   s t a m p   or  t h e   l i k e .   The  o t h e r  

member  b e a r s   the   name  and  a d d r e s s   of  t he   s e n d e r .   T h e s e   i n -  

s c r i p t i o n s   s h o u l d   p r e f e r a b l y   be  made  on  e i t h e r   s i d e   of  t h e  

s e a l i n g   m e m b e r s   so  t h a t   t h e y   can  be  r e a d   f rom  b o t h   s i d e s   o f  

the   p a p e r .   I f   d e s i r e d ,   a l s o   t he   p r i c e   of  t h e   p a p e r   may  b e  

s t a t e d  o n   o n e  o f   the   s e a l i n g   m e m b e r s .  

F i g .   3  shows  a  s e a l i n g   member  3  or  4  w h i c h   is   d i v i d e d  

up  i n t o   t h r e e   f i e l d s   t he   two  o u t e r   f i e l d s   5  and  6  of  w h i c h  

a re   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   means  f o r   a d h e s i o n   to  t he   w r a p p i n g   of  t h e  

p a p e r ,   as  d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e .   The  c e n t r a l   f i e l d   7  i s   u n p r e p a r e d  

and  i s   a p p l i e d   r i g h t   o p p o s i t e   t h e   f r o n t   edge   2  of  t he   p a p e r ,  

as  a p p e a r s   f rom  F i g .   2 .  



The  s e a l i n g   means   a c c o r d i n g   to  the   i n v e n t i o n   may  a l s o  

be  c o m p l e t e d   w i t h   a  s l i t   8  a t   t he   u p p e r   p o r t i o n   of  t h e  

p a p e r ,   w h i c h   s l i t   i s   i n t e n d e d   f o r   s t o r a g e   of  t he   p a p e r   i n  

the   r e t a i l   shop   or  even   at  home.   P a p e r s   w i l l   u s u a l l y   b e  

p l a c e d   on  c o n v e n t i o n a l   s h e l v e s   w h e r e ,   h o w e v e r ,   t h e y   have   a  

t e n d e n c y   to  b u c k l e ,   i . e .   c o l l a p s e   b e c a u s e   the   p a p e r   f o l d s  

a l o n g   t h e   a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d   f r o n t   e d g e .   P a p e r s   may  be  t h r e a d e d  

up  on  r a c k s ,   w h i c h   a r e   a v a i l a b l e   on  the   m a r k e t   and  c o n s i s t  

of  a  b a r   e x t e n d i n g   h o r i z o n t a l l y   and  a t   r i g h t   a n g l e s   ta   a  

s h e l f   w a l l .   T h i s   w i l l   s a v e   s p a c e   and ,   i f   d e s i r e d ,   the   p a p e r  

may  be  l o c k e d   up  to  t h e   b a r   by  means  of  e . g .   a  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   b e i n g   a r r a n g e d   a t   t he   o u t e r   end  of  t he   b a r .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   i n s t e a d   of   b e i n g   p l a c e d   on  s a i d   f r o n t   e d g e   2 

of  t he   p a p e r ,   as  shown  in  t h e   d r a w i n g ,   t h e   s e a l i n g   m e m b e r s  

may  be  p o s i t i o n e d   on  t h o s e   ends   of  the   e d g e s   9  and  10  w h i c h  

a r e   r e m o t e   f rom  t h e  b a c k   of  t h e   p a p e r .  
In  a d d i t i o n   to  s e r v i n g   as  a  l a b e l   and  w r a p p i n g   f o r   t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n   of  p a p e r s ,   t h e   s e a l i n g   m e m b e r s ,   and  in  t h i s  

c a s e   e s p e c i a l l y   t he   u p p e r   s e a l i n g   member  3,  a r e   d e s i g n e d   t o  

k e e p   t o g e t h e r   t he   s h e e t s   of  t he   p a p e r   when  t h i s   i s   hung  u p  
and  t he   s l i t   8  of  the   p a p e r   i s   t h r e a d e d   on  a  b a r ,   as  d e -  

s c r i b e d   a b o v e .  

In  a  f u r t h e r   d e v e l o p m e n t   of  the   i n v e n t i o n   the   s e a l i n g  

member   is   i n t e g r a t e d   w i t h   one  of  t he   c o v e r   p a g e s   of  t he   p a p e r  
w h i c h   i s   f o l d e d   o v e r   and  b r o u g h t   to  a d h e r e   to  t h e   o p p o s i t e  

c o v e r   page   of  t he   p a p e r .   W i t h i n   t he   s c o p e   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n  

the   s e a l i n g   member  may  a l s o   be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  p e r f o r a t i o n  

to  p e r m i t   t he   e d g e s   of  t he   p a p e r   to  be  r e l e a s e d   f rom  t h e  

s e a l i n g   member s   w i t h   a  s i m p l e   m a n i p u l a t i o n   or  at  l e a s t   t o  

open   the   p a p e r   in  a  s i m p l e   m a n n e r .  

Some  p a p e r s   a re   d i s t r i b u t e d   and  m a r k e t e d   in  p l a s t i c -  

s h e a t h e d   c o n d i t i o n   in  o r d e r   to  p r o v i d e   the   p a p e r   w i t h   a 

p r o t e c t i n g   c o v e r   s u i t a b l e   f o r   the   d i s t r i b u t i o n .   In  t h a t  

c a s e   i t   may  s o m e t i m e s   be  c o n v e n i e n t   to  r e p l a c e   t h e  

p r e v i o u s l y   known  c o v e r   by  a  s e a l i n g   member  a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .   The  p a p e r   w i l l   t h u s   be  p a c k e d   in  a  

c o n d i t i o n   w h i c h   f a c i l i t a t e s   i t s   d i s t r i b u t i o n   a t   t he   s a m e  

t i m e   a s  t h e   c u s t o m e r   can  see   the   who le   c o v e r   page   c l e a r l y  



and \ dis t inct   makes   i t   p o s s i b l e   to  a t t r a c t   c u s t o m e r s  

by  a  s t r i n g   f r o r t  p a g e ,   as  is   u s u s a l   f o r   many  w e e k l y  

m a g a z i n e s .  

A  f u r t h e r   a d v a n t a g e   of  the   means   a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   is  t h a t   i t   a l m o s t   c o m p l e t e l y   e l i m i n a t e s   f r e e  

r e a d i n g   of  p a p e r s   p r i o r   to  s e l l i n g .   Thus  t he   c u s t o m e r   w i l l  

have   an  e n t i r e l y   u n u s e d   p r o d u c t   in   h i s   h a n d .   T h i s   can  b e  

g u a r a n t e e d   by  t he   p u b l i s h e r   who,  on  h i s   p a r t ,   w i l l   o n l y  

r e c e i v e   u n u s e d   r e t u r n   c o p i e s   f rom  the   r e t a i l e r .  

As  a p p e a r s   f rom  t h e   f o r e g o i n g   the   P o s t   O f f i c e ,   w h i c h  

d i s t r i b u t e s   m o s t   of  t he   p a p e r s ,   w i l l   g a i n   many  a d v a n t a g e s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y ' a s   f a r   as  s p a c e   i s   c o n c e r n e d .   P a p e r s   t h a t   h a v e  

been   s e a l e d   and  s u s p e n d e d   by  means   of  t h e   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g  

to  the   i n v e n t i o n   a r e   s i m p l e   to  s t o r e   and  to  d i s t r i b u t e  

s i n c e  t h e y   r e q u i r e   a  min imum  o f  s p a c e   b e c a u s e   t h e y   a r e  

n e i t h e r   r o l l e d   nor   f o l d e d .  

A c c o r d i n g   to   a  f u r t h e r   d e v e l o p m e n t   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n  

the   gummed  f i e l d s   5  and  6  of  t he   u p p e r   s e a l i n g   member   3 

e x t e n d   o v e r   the   s l i t   8.  In  t h a t   c a s e   t h e   s l i t   may  e i t h e r  

p a s s   t h r o u g h   s a i d   f i e l d s   5  and  6  or  e l s e   t h e   s l i t   p a s s e s  

o n l y   t h r o u g h   t he   p a p e r   p r o p e r .   Thus  the   s l i t   i s   n o t   v i s i b l e  

from  the  o u t s i d e   of  t h e   p a p e r   t o ,   f o r   i n s t a n c e ,   s u b s c r i b e r s  

f o r   whom  t h e r e   i s   no  n e e d   to  hang  up  t he   p a p e r   by  means   o f  

the   s l i t   8 .  

As  i s   a p p a r e n t   f r o m   t he   f o r e g i o n g ,   t h e   p a p e r s   may  b e  

l o c k e d   up  to  a  p r o t r u d i n g   b a r .   In  t h a t   c a s e   t he   b a r   may  b e  

in  the   form  of  e . g .   a  U - s h a p e d   bow  in  w h i c h   the   ends   of  t h e  

l e g s   a re   a t t a c h e d   to  s a i d   s h e l f   w a l l .   A  p a d l o c k   i s   p a s s e d  

t h r o u g h   the   bow  a t   t h e   o u t e r   end  t h e r e o f ,   w h e r e b y   p a p e r s  
t h r e a d e d   t h e r e o n   c a n n o t   be  r e m o v e d   w i t h o u t   b e i n g   t o r n .   T h i s  

may  r e d u c e   the   l o s s   in   c e r t a i n   s m a l l   n e w s - s t a n d s   m a n n e d  

by  few  p e r s o n s .  
The  s e a l i n g   m e a n s   a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

a l s o   f a c i l i t a t e s   t h e   a r r a n g e m e n t   o f  a n  a p p a r a t u s   f o r   a u t o -  

m a t i c   s e l l i n g   of  p a p e r s .  
The  i n v e n t i o n   i s   n o t   l i m i t e d   to  t h e   e m b o d i m e n t  

d e s c r i b e d   above   and  i l l u s t r a t e d   in   t he   d r a w i n g   b u t   may  b e  

m o d i f i e d   w i t h i n   t h e   s c o p e   of  t he   a p p e n d e d   c l a i m s .  



1.  S e a l i n g   means  f o r   p e r i o d i c a l s   and  l i k e   p a p e r s   (1) 

i n t e n d e d   f o r   use  in  the   d i s t r i b u t i o n   and  s e l l i n g   of  s u c h  

p a p e r s ,   c o m p r i s i n g   two  s e a l i n g   members   (3,  4)  w h i c h   a r e  

a p p l i e d   a r o u n d   t h o s e   end  p o r t i o n s   of  the   edge   of  the   p a p e r  
w h i c h   a r e   o p p o s i t e   the   back   t h e r e o f   and  a re   a d a p t e d   t o  

keep   t o g e t h e r   t he   s h e e t s   of  t he   p a p e r   a l o n g   s a i d   edge   o p p o -  
s i t e   t he   b a c k ,   e ach   of  s a i d   s e a l i n g   members   c o n s i s t i n g   o f  

a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   p a p e r   s h e e t   w h i c h   is   d i v i d e d  

up  i n t o   t h r e e   f i e l d s   t he   o u t e r m o s t   f i e l d s   (5,  6)  of  w h i c h  

a r e   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   means   f o r   a d h e s i o n   to  t he   o u t e r   s i d e s  

of  the   w r a p p i n g   and  t he   u n p r e p a r e d   c e n t r a l   f i e l d   (7)  o f  

wh ich   is   a d a p t e d   to  be  p l a c e d   r i g h t   o p p o s i t e   s a i d   e d g e .  

2.  S e a l i n g   means  as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1,  c o m p r i s i n g   a 

s u s p e n s i o n   means  (8)  a p p l i e d   i m m e d i a t e l y   b e l o w   the   e d g e  

(9)  d e f i n i n g   the   top   of  t he   p a p e r .  
3.  S e a l i n g   means  as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   2,  w h e r e i n   t h e  

s u s p e n s i o n   means   is  a  s l i t   (8)  made  t h r o u g h   t h e   u p p e r  

p o r t i o n   of  t he   p a p e r   and  e x t e n d i n g   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   in  p a r a l l e l  

w i t h   t he   edge   (9)  d e f i n i n g   the   top   of  t he   p a p e r .  
4.  S e a l i n g   means  as  c l a i m e d   i n  a n y   of  c l a i m s   1  -   3 ,  

w h e r e i n   t he   s e a l i n g   member  (3,  4)  is   a d a p t e d ,   f o r   t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n   of  p a p e r s   ( 1 ) ,   to  b e a r   t he   names  of  t h e  

a d d r e s s e e   and  the   s e n d e r ,   p r i c e   mark  a n d / o r   p o s t a g e   s t a m p  

or  the   l i k e .  

5.  S e a l i n g   means  as  c l a i m e d   in  any  of  c l a i m s   1  -   4 ,  

w h e r e i n   one  s e a l i n g   member  (3 ) ,   p r e f e r a b l y   a t   the   edge   (9) 

d e f i n i n g   the   top  of  the   p a p e r ,   is  a d a p t e d   to  b e a r   e . g .  
the   name  of  t he   a d d r e s s e e   and  p o s t a g e   s t amp   or  the   l i k e ,  

w h i l e   the   o t h e r   s e a l i n g   member  (4)  has  i m p r e s s e d   on  i t  

e . g .   t he   s e n d e r ' s   a d d r e s s .  
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