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©  A  self-supporting  carrycase. 

A  carrycase  (1)  for  use  with  an  infant  comprise  a  rectan- 
gular  box-like  case  having  a  hinged  lid  (6),  the  lid  with  the 
adjacent  side  (15)  being  adapted  to  be  pulled  downwardly 
into  the  plane  of  the  base  (2)  to  provide  a  working  pad  on 
which  an  infant  can  be  placed  for  changing  or  other  atten- 
tion.  Supplementary  wall  elements  (9)  are  provided  which 
can  be  attached  to  surround  the  exposed  portion  of  the  pad 
and  complete  the  walling  thereof to  provide  a  carry-cot  (10). 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  c a r r y c a s e   f o r  

use  w i t h   an  i n f a n t .   In  p a r t i c u l a r ,   i t   r e l a t e s   t o  

a  c a r r y c a s e   w h i c h   i s   s u i t a b l e   f o r   c a r r y i n g   a r t i c l e s  

a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   an  i n f a n t   and  is  a d d i t i o n a l l y  

a d a p t a b l e   to  form  a  c h a n g i n g   pad  or  a  c o t .  

When  one  i s   t r a v e l l i n g   w i t h   an  i n f a n t ,   i t   i s  

n e c e s s a r y   to  c a r r y   a r t i c l e s   p e r t a i n i n g   to   t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s   of  t h e   i n f a n t .   The  a m o u n t   of  p a r a p h e r n a l i a  

r e q u i r e d   when  t r a v e l l i n g   w i t h   an  i n f a n t   can   b e  

c o n s i d e r a b l e .  

I t   is   an  o b j e c t   of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t o  

p r o v i d e   a  c a r r y c a s e   w h i c h   is   s u i t a b l e   f o r   c a r r y i n g  

the   i n f a n t ' s   p a r a p h e r n a l i a   and  w h i c h   i s   a l s o   c o n v e r t i b l e  

to  a  c h a n g i n g   pad  or  a  c o t .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   t h e r e f o r e   p r o v i d e s   a  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  

c a r r y c a s e   c o m p r i s i n g   s i x   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   r i g i d   r e c t a n g u l a r  

e l e m e n t s   d e f i n i n g   a  b a s e ,   a  l i d   and  f o u r   w a l l s ,   t he   l i d  

b e i n g   h i n g e d   to  one  w a l l ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d  

one  w a l l   is   h i n g e d   to  t h e   b a s e   and  is   d e t a c h a b l y  

a t t a c h a b l e   to  t h e   two  a d j a c e n t   w a l l s   e n a b l i n g   s a i d  

l i d   and  s a i d   one  w a l l   to   be  u n f o l d e d   i n t o   t he   p l a n e  

of  t he   ba se   and  p l a c e d ,   t o g e t h e r   w i t h   t he   b a s e ,   on  a  

s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e   to   form  a  w o r k i n g   p a d .  

I t   is  p r e f e r r e d   t h a t   at   l e a s t   t he   i n t e r i o r  

f a c e   of  the   l i d ,   of  s a i d   one  w a l l   and  of  t he   b a s e   a r e  

p a d d e d   and  w a t e r p r o o f e d   to  r e n d e r   t he   w o r k i n g   p a d  

s u i t a b l e   fo r   p l a c e m e n t   t h e r e o n   o f  a n   i n f a n t   r e q u i r i n g  

a t t e n t i o n .  



In  a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t ,   t h e   c a r r y c a s e ,  

o p e n e d   ou t   to  form  a  w o r k i n g   pad  as  s e t   ou t   a b o v e ,  

i n c l u d e s   p r o v i s i o n   f o r   f u r t h e r   c o n v e r s i o n   of  t h e  

c a r r y c a s e   i n t o   a  c a r r y - c o t .   Thus  t h r e e   f u r t h e r  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   r i g i d   r e c t a n g u l a r   w a l l   e l e m e n t s   a r e  

p r o v i d e d   and  a r e   a d a p t e d   to   fo rm  a  c o n t i n u o u s   u p -  

s t a n d i n g   e n c l o s u r e   w h i c h   e m b r a c e s   t h e   e x p o s e d  

p e r i p h e r y   of  t he   w o r k i n g   p a d ,   and  to   form  a  s t i f f e n i n g  

s u p p o r t   f o r   s a i d   pad  by  d e t a c h a b l e   a t t a c h m e n t   t h e r e t o  

and  to   s a i d   two  a d j a c e n t   w a l l s ,   w h i c h   e f f e c t s   t h e  

d e s i r e d   c o n v e r s i o n .  

The  m i d d l e   one  of  s a i d   t h r e e   w a l l   e l e m e n t s  

d e s i r a b l y   c o m p r i s e s   a  f l a p   h i n g e d   to   t he   l i d .   T h e  

o u t e r   two  of  s a i d   e l e m e n t s   may  be  h i n g e d   to   r e s p e c t i v e  

o p p o s i t e   e d g e s   of  t h e   f l a p .   P r e f e r a b l y   h o w e v e r   s a i d  

o u t e r   two  w a l l   e l e m e n t s   a r e   d i s c r e t e .   When  n o t   i n  

use  as  w a l l s   t h e y   may  be  s t o r e d   in  a  p o c k e t   or  t w o  

p o c k e t s   p r o v i d e d   in  t h e   c a r r y c a s e .   A  p r e f e r r e d  

l o c a t i o n   f o r   t he   p o c k e t   or  p o c k e t s   i s   in  a t   l e a s t  

one  of  t h e   l i d   and  s a i d   one  w a l l ,   e i t h e r   or  b o t h   o f  

w h i c h   may  c o m p r i s e   two  a d j a c e n t   l a y e r s   d e f i n i n g   t h e  

p o c k e t   or  p o c k e t s   b e t w e e n   t h e m .  

The  means   f o r   d e t a c h a b l e   a t t a c h m e n t   of  a n y  

one  e l e m e n t   to   a n o t h e r   p r e f e r a b l y   c o m p r i s e   a  h i n g e d  

f l a p   p r o j e c t i n g   f rom  t h e   o n e  . a n d   a d a p t e d   to   l i e  a l o n g  

an  edge   of  t h e   o t h e r   e l e m e n t .   The  f l a p   n o r m a l l y   b e a r s  

a t   l e a s t   one  p r e s s   f a s t e n e r   e l e m e n t   or  t o g g l e   f a s t e n e r  

e l e m e n t ,   and  t h e   edge   b e a r s   a  c o o p e r a t i n g   p r e s s   or  t o g g l e  

f a s t e n e r   e l e m e n t   r e s p e c t i v e l y .   O t h e r   t y p e s   of  o p e n a b l e  

f a s t e n e r   means   may  of  c o u r s e   be  u s e d   as  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

The  c a r r y c a s e   d e s i r a b l y   has   a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

s t o r a g e   p o c k e t s   on  the   i n t e r n a l   f a c e s   of  some  a t   l e a s t  

of  t he   w a l l   e l e m e n t s ,   o t h e r   t h a n   t h e   one  w a l l ' e l e m e n t  

w h i c h   can  fo rm  a  p a r t   of  t h e   w o r k i n g   pad .   The  p o c k e t  

o p e n i n g s   a r e   p r e f e r a b l y - d i r e c t e d   p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y   a w a y  



from  the   w o r k i n g   pad  when  s a i d   pad  i s   e x t e n d e d   a n d  

when  the   w a l l   e l e m e n t s   s u p p o r t i n g   t h e   p o c k e t s   a r e  

in  use  as  w a l l   e l e m e n t s .  

A  c o n v e n t i o n a l   s h o u l d e r   s t r a p   or  t he   l i k e  

is   n o r m a l l y   p r o v i d e d   f o r   c a r r y i n g   t h e   c a r r y c a s e   i n  

i t s   c a p a c i t y   as  s u c h .   A  s e c o n d   s t r a p   may  b e  

p r o v i d e d   f o r   a t t a c h m e n t   p a r a l l e l   to  t he   f i r s t   s t r a p  

to  e n a b l e   t he   c a r r y c a s e   to  be  l i f t e d   when  i t   i s  

s e r v i n g   as  a  c a r r y - c o t .   A  hood  may  be  p r o v i d e d ,   a n d ,  

when  not   in  use   may  be  s t o r e d   in  one  of  the   v a r i o u s  

p o c k e t s .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   in  g r e a t e r  

d e t a i l   f rom  t h e   f o l l o w i n g   d e s c r i p t i o n   of  a  s p e c i f i c  

and  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   g i v e n   by  way  of  e x a m p l e  

o n l y ,   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   the   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,  

in  w h i c h  

F i g .   1  is   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew  of  a  c a r r y c a s e ;  

F i g .   2  i s   a  p l a n   v iew  of  the   c a r r y c a s e   o f  

F i g .   1  in  a  p a r t i a l l y   u n f o l d e d  

c o n d i t i o n ;  

F i g .   3  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew  of  t he   c a s e   o f  

F i g .   2  f u r t h e r   u n f o l d e d   and  u n p a c k e d ;  

F i g .   4  shows  the   c a s e   of  F i g .   3  e r e c t e d   t o  

fo rm  a  c o t ;   a n d  

F i g .   5  i s   a n o t h e r   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew   of  t h e  

c o t   of  F i g .   4 .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to  the   d r a w i n g s ,   a  c a r r y c a s e   1 

c o m p r i s e s   a  b a s e   2,  s i d e   w a l l s   3,  a  f r o n t   w a l l   4,  a  

r e a r   w a l l   5,  a  l i d   6  and  a  f l a p   7.  A  h a n d l e   8  w h i c h  

can  be  a d j u s t e d   f o r   l e n g t h   t h r o u g h   a  b u c k l e   81  i s  

a t t a c h e d   to  t he   s i d e   w a l l s   3  by  c o n v e n t i o n a l   m e a n s .  

U p w a r d l y   o p e n i n g   p o c k e t s   32  and  41  a r e   a t t a c h e d  

to  the   i n n e r   f a c e s   of  the   s i d e   w a l l s   3  and  f r o n t   w a l l   4 

r e s p e c t i v e l y .   F l a p s   51  and  61  e x t e n d   f rom  e i t h e r   e n d  

of  t he   r e a r   w a l l   5  and  l i d   6  r e s p e c t i v e l y .   F a s t e n i n g  



means  n a m e l y   t o g g l e   f a s t e n e r s   100  and  snap   f a s t e n e r s  

200  a r e   l o c a t e d   on  t he   f l a p s   51  and  61,  l i d   6,  s i d e s  

3  and  f r o n t   w a l l   4 .  

In  t h e   c l o s e d   c o n d i t i o n   of  t h e   c a r r y c a s e   1 ,  

the   c o m p a r t m e n t   f o r m e d   by  t h e   b a s e   2,  s i d e   w a l l s   3 ,  

f r o n t   w a l l   4  and  r e a r   w a l l   5  may  be  used   to   c o n t a i n  

an  i n f a n t ' s   c l o t h e s .   In  a d d i t i o n ,   p o c k e t s   32  and  4 1  

may  c o n t a i n   t h e   i n f a n t ' s   b o t t l e s   and  o t h e r   a c c e s s o r i e s .  

To  open  t he   c a r r y c a s e ,   f a s t e n e r s   100  l o c a t e d  

on  t h e   f r o n t   w a l l   4  a r e   r e l e a s e d   and  the   f l a p   7  i s  

l i f t e d   and  b r o u g h t   t o w a r d s   t h e   r e a r   of  t he   c a s e  

e n a b l i n g   t h e   l i d   6  to  p i v o t   a l o n g   a  h i n g e   3 0 0 .  

In  o r d e r   to   p a r t i a l l y   c o l l a p s e   t h e   c a r r y c a s e  

to  fo rm  a  f l a t   c h a n g i n g   p a d ,   f a s t e n e r s   100  and  2 0 0  

on  t h e   f l a p s   51  and  t h e   s i d e s   3  a r e   r e l e a s e d   a n d  

f u r t h e r   b a c k w a r d   p u l l i n g   on  t h e   f l a p   7  e n a b l e s   t h e  

r e a r   w a l l   5  to  p i v o t   a l o n g   a  h i n g e   400.   The  b a s e   2 ,  

r e a r   w a l l   5,  l i d   6  and  f l a p  7   now  form  a  f l a t   w o r k i n g  

or  c h a n g i n g   p a d .   To  c l o s e   t h e   c a r r y c a s e ,   t he   a b o v e  

r e c i t e d   p r o c e d u r e   i s   c a r r i e d   o u t   in  r e v e r s e .  

The  w o r k i n g   pad  can  have   a  v a r i e t y   of  u s e s .  

For   e x a m p l e ,   when  i t   i s   n e c e s s a r y   to  c h a n g e   t h e   i n f a n t ' s  

c l o t h e s   t h e   i n f a n t   may  be  p l a c e d   on  s e c t i o n s   2,  5  a n d  

7  of  t h e   w o r k i n g   pad  w i t h   i t s   h e a d   r e s t i n g   on  t h e   b a s e  

2.  The  i n f a n t   l i e s   on  t he   pad  w i t h   i t s   l e g s   e x t e n d i n g  

t o w a r d s   t h e   r e a r   o f  t h e   p a d .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to   F i g s .   3,  4  and  5,  t w o  

s u p p l e m e n t a r y   w a l l   e l e m e n t s   9,  h a v i n g   t o g g l e   f a s t e n e r s  

100  and  s n a p   f a s t e n e r s   200  and  a  h i n g e d   f l a p   91  a t   o n e  

end  a r e   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   f o u r   f l a p s   51  and.  61,  t h e   s i d e  

w a l l s   3  and  t h e   f l a p   7  to  f o rm  an  open  t o p p e d  

r e c t a n g u l a r   c o t   10.  A  s e c o n d   h a n d l e   82,  w h i c h   can   b e  

a d j u s t e d   f o r   l e n g t h   t h r o u g h   a  b u c k l e   83,  i s   s e c u r e d   t o  

t he   l i d   6  by  c o n v e n t i o n a l   m e a n s .   An  o p e n - e n d e d   p o c k e t  

62,  shown  in  d o t t e d   o u t l i n e   in  t h e  l i d   6,  may  be  u s e d  

to  s t o r e   t h e   h a n d l e  8 2   and  one  of  t he   w a l l   e l e m e n t s   9 



when  t h e s e   a re   no t   r e q u i r e d .   A  s i m i l a r   p o c k e t   5 2 ,  
shown  in  d o t t e d   o u t l i n e   in  the   r e a r   w a l l   5,  may  b e  
used   to   s t o r e   t he   o t h e r   w a l l   e l e m e n t   9 .  



1.  A  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g   c a r r y c a s e   c o m p r i s i n g   s i x  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   r i g i d   r e c t a n g u l a r   e l e m e n t s   d e f i n i n g   a  

b a s e ,   a  l i d   and  f o u r   w a l l s ,   t h e   l i d   b e i n g   h i n g e d   t o  

one  w a l l ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d . i n   t h a t   s a i d   one  w a l l   (5)  i s  

h i n g e d   to   t h e   b a s e   (2)  and  i s   d e t a c h a b l y   a t t a c h a b l e   t o  

the   two  a d j a c e n t   w a l l s   (3)  e n a b l i n g   s a i d   l i d   (6)  a n d  

s a i d   one  w a l l   (5)  to   be  u n f o l d e d   i n t o   t h e   p l a n e   of  t h e  

b a s e   (2)  and  p l a c e d ,   t o g e t h e r   w i t h   t he   b a s e   ( 2 ) ,   on  a  

s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e   to   form  a  w o r k i n g   p a d .  

2.  A  c a r r y c a s e   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m   1  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   a t   l e a s t   t he   i n t e r i o r   f a c e   of  e a c h   of  t h e   l i d   ( 6 ) ,  

of  s a i d   one  w a l l   (5)  and  of  t h e   b a s e   a r e   p a d d e d  a n d   w a t e r -  

p r o o f e d   to   r e n d e r   t h e   w o r k i n g   pad  s u i t a b l e   f o r   p l a c e -  

ment   t h e r e o n   of  an  i n f a n t   r e q u i r i n g   a t t e n t i o n .  

3.  A  c a r r y c a s e   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m   1  or  2 

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h r e e   f u r t h e r   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   r i g i d  

r e c t a n g u l a r   w a l l   e l e m e n t s   ( 7 ,9 )   a r e   p r o v i d e d   and  a r e  

a d a p t e d   to   fo rm  a  c o n t i n u o u s   e n c l o s u r e   e m b r a c i n g   t h e  

e x p o s e d   p e r i p h e r y   of  t he   w o r k i n g   p a d ,   and  to  form  a  

s t i f f e n i n g   s u p p o r t   f o r   s a i d   p a d ,   by  d e t a c h a b l e   a t t a c h m e n t  

t h e r e t o   and  to   s a i d   two  a d j a c e n t   w a l l s   ( 3 ) ,   so  as  t o  

c o n v e r t   t h e   c a r r y c a s e   i n t o   a  c o t   (10)  f o r   an  i n f a n t .  

4.  A  c a r r y c a s e   a c c o r d i n g  t o   C l a i m   3  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   t h e   m i d d l e   one  (7)  of  s a i d   t h r e e   w a l l   e l e m e n t s  

c o m p r i s e s   a  f l a p   (7)  h i n g e d   t o   t h e   l i d   ( 6 ) .  

5.  A  c a r r y c a s e   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   3  or  4  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   t h e   o u t e r   two  (9)  of  s a i d   t h r e e   w a l l   e l e m e n t s   a r e  

d i s c r e t e .  

6.  A  c a r r y c a s e   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m   5  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  h a v i n g   a t   l e a s t   one  p o c k e t   ( 5 2 , 6 2 )   f o r   t he   s t o r a g e   o f  

t h e   two  d i s c r e t e   w a l l   e l e m e n t s   ( 9 ) .  

E  



7.  A  c a r r y c a s e   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   6  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   at  l e a s t   one  of  the   l i d   (6)  and  s a i d   one  w a l l   (5)  

c o m p r i s e s   two  a d j a c e n t   l a y e r s   d e f i n i n g   the   p o c k e t   ( 5 2 , 6 2 )  

b e t w e e n   t h e m .  

8.  A  c a r r y c a s e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  C l a i m s   1  to  7 

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   the   means  f o r   d e t a c h a b l e  

a t t a c h m e n t   of  a n y  o n e   e l e m e n t   to  a n o t h e r   c o m p r i s e   a 

h i n g e d   f l a p   ( 5 1 , 6 1 )   p r o j e c t i n g   f rom  s a i d   one  e l e m e n t   a n d  

a d a p t e d   to  l i e   a l o n g   an  edge  of  s a i d   o t h e r   e l e m e n t   ( 3 , 9 ) .  

9.  A  c a r r y c a s e   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   8  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   s a i d   f l a p   b e a r s   at  l e a s t   one  p r e s s   f a s t e n e r  

e l e m e n t   (200)  or  t o g g l e   f a s t e n e r   e l e m e n t   (100)  and  s a i d  

edge   b e a r s   a  c o o p e r a t i n g   p r e s s   or  t o g g l e   f a s t e n e r   e l e m e n t  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

10.  A  c a r r y c a s e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  C l a i m s   1  to   9 

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  h a v i n g   at  l e a s t   one  s t o r a g e   p o c k e t   ( 3 2 )  

on  the   i n t e r n a l   f a c e   of  a  w a l l   e l e m e n t ,   o t h e r   t h a n   s a i d  

one  w a l l   e l e m e n t ,   t he   p o c k e t   o p e n i n g   b e i n g   d i r e c t e d  

p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y   away  f rom  the  w o r k i n g   pad  when  s a i d   p a d  

is   e x t e n d e d   and  s a i d   w a l l   e l e m e n t   i s   in  use   as  s u c h .  
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