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Devices which can be attached to a persons feet to enable
him to walk on water. Each device comprises a lightweight
floatable member (10} with foot attaching means {15) on the
upper surface, front valve means (13) on the front lower
surface, and rear means (11) on the lower surface to resist
backward propulsion.
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Background of Invention

B

This invention relates to devices which enable a person to walk,

skl or skate on a body of water,as for example,a lake,bay,river,
canal,sea or ocean. '

One object of the present invention is to provide a device which

can be worn on each foot of a person and can be used to walk on

water.

Other object and advantages of this invention will appear from
the descripbtion and claims which follow,teken together with the
appended drawings.

- The applicant,clsims the benefit of the filing date of his prior

foreign patent application,namely,Belgium Patent Application
4/4385 filed September I7,I1979.
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__Summary of Invention

The invention &n its most general terms éomnriseS'anfelnnegtad

lightweight body which can float on water and can be formed

.5 ___from a_wide varlﬁty_nf_waten=n531stant_matepiaLs—saeh—as—%e&me&
o __plastic such as nolvstrzxgna_ioam_nr_pnlyestan_£nam_on.natunally—

occuring water-resistant materlals which can float in water as

— - ——Tor example,cork 0n_the_tep—sa;£a6e—e£—%he—£}ﬁ&%aﬁie~bm&r~———

_are | means for_ lns&rrllg;orAaffaohwnv the fnnt_gﬁ;thg_?gpsgaj_____

I0 The bottom surfacelyhlch is immersed 1n the water has a fronk

—— _means_prefenably—pes&t&eaeérbeiew—%he—%ee—porfﬂxmrof;thafﬁnﬂr-——
.and a_rear_means . preferably positiocned-rearward of the-heedl——
portion of the foot for resisting rearward propnlsion.

The front means could comprise a normally verticallypositioned

_I5 __member_which pivots only tﬁ,+he_peayv—~—sueh—meaas—éaﬁ—&}se—%ﬁF——
_a_flap extending across_rhe_floatablz_body_or_rearwardly—iaeaao
pockets,or a comblnatlon of flaps and oockets;

The rear r 2 . .
a_tharge central pocket which permits forward motion-but resisbs—

20 rearward motion when filled with water.  The rear means can

also have a large flapfextcnding acrose*the'floatable body.

surface at each corner,and thgsp cah 91qn;ba_Pnggid@i4ﬁﬁ#k______

rearwardlv—fa01ng pockets to restrain rea;mard motion
25 Propulsion is accompllshed by manlpulatlnv floatable. sticks or

rods so ags to gﬂt_iQruard_prQpnlsion.___A_P;aies;aéfiem&+ﬂ?—~———

such propelling stick is an elonzatcd rod having a floating
member on the water and a small rudder member below the Hatﬁr;___

In wtilizing the invention i%c_pa;soa—uses—eae~pfe§e}&iﬁg—s%:ck——

30 in each hand to obtain initial mokion: of +hp f1nnfin04hndjgu
attached to his feet Thc person at no time has his faet,immpr_

Tl : . 5 e
- ‘ .."
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_In addition_to walking the invention. is also _suitshle for being

--pulled so as to skate-or ski onﬂthe—water;——"—-

-,“Thé.manipulations bij the person utilizing-this-invention- are --—----
similar to snow skiing. '

While the preferred form of the—-inventionfor the purpose of ~~

. walking on the water is to have an elongated floating member- to—-

which the foot is.attached,other shapes .such as oval:-or- square--
can be msed.

The invention can also be used in combined form-po—form-a --

catamaran sailing boat or with.a pliable mast and sail- to- form
a surf boat.

Wheels can also be added with a waterapropeller§--r----_ -

Very little power is needed to pull or propel since each floatable
member is quite light as for example, & pounds(3.kg)in weight.-- ..
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BRief Description of Drawings.

Figéi”isra side view,ofréne embodiment of this
invention where the foot is at rest. |

Fig~2 is a rear view.

Flg—} is a 81de view as in Flg I with the
device 1n forward motlon.,'

Flg—4 is a view a propelllng rod. -

Fig—Srls,arperspegt;ve v;ew of the invention
in motion.r | | |

Fig-o 1s a v1ew*of two coupled dev1ces to form
the'ﬁasé for a catamaran. salllng boat. |

Fig-7 is a bottom view of the device of FIG .T.

Fig—é is the bottom view of ‘the device,but
with flx1ble flaps and mountend between the stabilisation
finns. o

Fig-9 is the bottdm viewrof the device sbut
nxiﬁxfixxzhixx here also equlped w1th flex1ble flaps
and the stablllsatlon flnns are here more ev1dently

shown than on Fig;8.
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Puiisunpn i engunpisngii . SR Spwtes s upmipe e e st

e e oo Referring now_ta Fig. T to 5 there is_illushrated therein
_a_pair of water-resistand,elongated foam plastic floatable bodies

5 -9 -and 3O for -the left- and right- foot respectively -of—fthe-person-- -
- ...ubilizinz the invention. Each.-floatable-body9-and-IQ.sits-in-the -
water with the upper surface clear of the water so that the feel ___
_‘inserted into the foot supports I4# and IS5 do not get wet.

The -lowest surface of each floatable body 9 and IO has a-front— —
.I0 . restraining means .I3 which comprises in this instance a pair of.
_ norhally vertical but rearwardly-pivotable flap members_T3 located

below the toe portion of the foot,and registering-rearward-fecing -
pockets I3 a in Stabilization-fins -I0a.  —-- : —
- Rearwvard of the heel portion_of the_foot and on _the lower surface _

I5  of the body. is a pocket IT in which the water is allowed to fill

- when-the .davice is first-placed- into- the water.

As the person propels the floatable bodies forward in alternate _

. . _Tashion by means of the propelling rods Ib,the front flap members
— — --——I%are-drivenbeckvward.— The-particular propelling-rod I6-———--

—2C __illustrated-in.the.-drawings-has-a -handle portion -I7,a-relativery-
e ldarge floating member I18,and a below-the-surface rTudder T9

- - e———--Ag—illuatrated--in—Fig:—6-two—suchdivice s—sﬁn—be—combﬁ:re&—together—
—— to form-—the-base—of ao—catamaran
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T.___A device adnntpd Lot ha"n'l'j-gohpﬁ to_the fook of a_person

__66r propulsion on the surface roif a_body of water,comprising

-5 . --. -an elongated-lightweight —%loa’eable——member—hévinémeans—o:r—it's——m
- —. ..upper. surface -to attach to_the_£00t—of—a=;pe;r_ison,-£xzont—maans—en—

. _'.____lts lower_surface ?Ue31st_backwar¢_pzopjﬂ53_an_and_mar__

- - means—ia— the—“lower—surface—%o-resrst-backwar&—propu]:srmr*-—
.- 2. A device. made- -1n-aceo:dance—w14;h—9}aa:m—3}—where-m—®he~——

I0 - said_front means- comprises a_ no:cmal]_}_\_ze.ttlcal_member_plvotable
only in_ the rearward position by the force of water as it is .

-propelled in-the ferward-direetions -~

‘3. .The dévice made in. acoordance-thh—clalm—l— wherein-said
rear means ComDrlSeS a. J:earmardlqa_laclng_pnckat-

4. A pair of devices made in accordance with Glaim I and _ _

15
adapted to be attached- to both-feel of-a-person. Jo— ———— s
5. A device made in accordance with Claims I in combination
with 2z floatable DropellinO' rod. . e
Se Two devices-made--in- aecordance— wrt—h (}l&lm - £~ and— coupled—
20 together to form the_ s_lmnor_t for_a_salll_.m_vessel ——

7. It is also"possrble“to—‘e'nuip‘the‘ﬁféfééﬁb‘e?(‘.[ﬁ) T
witn- flexible--fins(20)- and"stabxllsatlon—keﬁls(13)""”_—._’“”‘_‘
-Fig.8 and F:ur g.. , i e
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