
Europaisches  Patentamt  

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets 
©  Publication  number: 0  0 2 7   7 2 9  

A 3  

©  EUROPEAN  PATENT  APPLICATION 

©  Application  number:  80303676.3  ©lnt.CI.3:G  03  G  15 /09  

@  Date  of  filing:  17.10.80 

©  Priority:  19.10.79  US  86624  ©  Applicant:  XEROX  CORPORATION 
Xerox  Square  -  020 
Rochester  New  York  14644(US) 

(«)  Date  of  publication  of  application: 
29.04.81  Bulletin  81/17  ©  Inventor:  Huggins,  Raymond  W. 

_̂   29  Locke  Drive  Pittsf  ord 
Qg)  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  search  report:  20.05.81  New  York  14534IUS) 

©  Designated  Contracting  States:  ©  Representative:  Goode.lanR.  et  al, 
DE  FR  GB  European  Patent  Attorney  c/o  Rank  Xerox 

Limited,Patent  Dept.  Rank  Xerox  House  338  Euston 
Road 
London  NW1  3BH(GB) 

@*)  Apparatus  for  developing  an  electrostatic  latent  image. 

(57)  An  apparatus  for  developing  an  electrostatic  latent  image 
recorded  on  an  image  bearing  member  (10)  is  developed  by 
transporting  an  electrically  conductive  developer  material 
into  contact  therewith  in  a  development  zone  (78).  The 
developer  material  is  transported  by  a  magnetic  transporting 
means  (38),  and  the  pressure  applied  on  the  developer  mater- 
ial  in  the  development  zone  (78)  is  controlled  so  asto  maintain 
the  conductivity  thereof  at  a  selected  level.  The  applied  pres- 
sure  may  be  varied  by  controlling  the  mass  flow  rate  of 
developer  material  through  the  development  zone  (78)  or  by 
controlling  the  magnetic  field  strength.  Mass  flow  rate  may  be 

P)  controlled  by  a  blade  (74)  which  defines  a  gap  through  which 
^   developer  material  flows,  the  blade  position  being  adjustable 

by  a  positioning  means  (76).  Alternatively,  the  main  flow  rate 
0)  may  be  controlled  by  varying  the  rate  of  rotation  of  the  rotat- 
N  able  part  (66  or  70)  of  the  transporting  means  (38). 
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