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©  Method  of  treating  the  surfaces  of  high  carbon  steel  bodies  and  bodies  of  high  carbon  steel. 
A  method  of  developing  compressive  residual  stresses  in 

the  surface  region  of  a  high  carbon  steel  alloy  composed  of  0.8 
-1.6% carbon,  0.2 -  5% chromium,  and  0-  20%alloying  ingre- 
dients  selected  from  the  group  consisting  of  manganese, 
vanadium,  molybdenum,  tungsten,  silicon,  the  remainder 
being  iron;  e.g.  SAE  52100  steel,  comprises  heating  said  arti- 
cle  to  a  temperature  of  800-950°C  (1472 -  1742°F)  for  1 -  2.5 
hours  in  a  carburizing  atmosphere  effective  to  generate  a 
differential  in  retained  austenite,  primary  carbides  and  carbon 
between  the  surface  region  and  core  region  of  said  article; 
and  immersing  said  article  in  a  cooling  medium  to  quench  the 
central  core  of  said  article  at  a  rate  sufficiently  fast  to  effec- 
tively  suppress  the  formation  of  non-martensitic  austenite 
decomposition  products,  thereby  establishing  a  residual 
compressive  stress  gradient  proceeding  from  the  surface  reg- 
ion  of  said  article  to  a  depth  between  0.007 -  0.03  inches,  the 
residual  compressive  stress  being  in  the  range  of  5 -  40  Ksi. 
The  article  may  be  tempered  thereafter. 



This  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  methods  of  t r e a t i n g   t h e  

s u r f a c e s   of  high  carbon  s t e o l   bod ies ,   and  to  bodies   of  high  c a r b o n  

s t e e l .  

I t   is  well-known  tha t   the  s t a t e   or  degree  o f  r e s i d u a l  

s t r e s s e s   p resen t   in  a  machine  par t   s u b j e c t   to  b inding   or  c o n t a c t  

l oad ing   can  have  a  major  i n f l u e n c e   on  i t s   s e r v i c e   l i f e .   Much 

e f f o r t   has  been  devoted  toward  deve lop ing   compress ive   s u r f a c e  

r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s   by  shot  peen ing ,   su r face   r o l l i n g   and  by  h e a t  

t r e a t m e n t s   such  as  c a r b u r i z i n g ,   c a r b o n i t r i d i n g   and  n i t r i d i n g .  

D e s c r i p t i o n s   of  many  of  these  methods  are  inc luded   in  the  f o l l o w i n g  

p u b l i c a t i o n s :  
(1)  J.  0 .  Alman  and  P.  H.  Black,   "Res idua l   S t r e s s   and 

F a t i g u e   i n  M e t a l s " ,   McGraw-Hill  Book  Co.,  New  York,  1963,  C h a p t e r s  

5  and  1 4 .  

(2)  G.  .   R a s s w e i l e r   and  W.  L.  Grube  ( E d i t o r s ) ,  

" I n t e r n a l   S t r e s s e s   and  F a t i g u e   in  Me ta l s " ,   E l s e v i e r   P u b l i s h i n g   C o . ,  

New York,  1959,  pp.  110-119 .  

(3)  Metais  Handbook,  Vol.  11,  8th  E d i t i o n ,   Amer ican  

Soc ie ty   for   Metals ,   Metals  Park,   Ohio,  1964,  "Case  Hardening  o f  

S t e e l " .  

(4)  " C a r b u r i z i n g   and  C a r b o n i t r i d i n g " ,   American  S o c i e t y  

for   Meta l s ,   Metals  Park,  Ohio,  1977,  pp.  8 6 - 9 2 .  

Each  of  the  above  known  methods  of  deve lop ing   compres s -  
ive  sur face   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s   when  appl ied   to  high  carbon  s t e e l s  

have  t h e i r   a t t e n d a n t   d i s a d v a n t a g e s .   For  example  shot  peening  and 

s u r f a c e   r o l l i n g   are  d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s   because  of  l i m i t a t i o n s   as  t o  

(a)  m a t e r i a l   ha rdness ,   (b)  s ize  and  shape  of  pa r t ,   and  (c)  r e s u l t -  

ing  sur face   f i n i s h   that   cannot  meet  a l l   r e q u i r e m e n t s .   N i t r i d i n g  

at  t empera tu re s   of  1100°F  and  b e l o   is  u s u a l l y   economical   only  a s  

a  shallow  surface  t r ea tmen t   and  t h e r e f o r e   d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s .   Carbon-  

i t r i d i n g   or  n i t r i d i n g ,   while  s tue l   is  in  an  a u s t e n i t i c   c o n d i t i o n ,  

r e q u i r e s   s imul taneous   con t ro l   of  both  carbon  and  n i t r o g e n  

p o t e n t i a l s   in  the  gas  phase;  i t   is  d i f f i c u l t   to  a c c u r a t e l y   c o n t r o l  

the  p o t e n t i a l s   and  t h e r e f o r e   it  is  f r e q u e n t l y   overdone,   p r o d u c i n g  



high  l eve l s   of  r a t a i n e d   a u s t o n i t e   along  the  port   su r f ace   which  i s  

d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s .   As  to  c a r b u r i z i n g ,   i t   is  g e n e r a l l y   assumed  t h a t  

i t   is  not  p o s s i b l e ,   by  d i f f u s i n g   more  carbon  in to   the  su r face   o f  

a  high  carbon  a l l o y e d   s t e e l ,   to  produce  compressive  r e s i d u a l  

sur face   s t r e s s e s   ( see   14th  I n t e r n a t i o n a l   Colloquium  on  H e a t  

T r e a t i n g ,   1972,  p.  1 1 ) .  

C a r b u r i z i n g   t echn iques   are  nea r ly   always  app l i ed   to  low 

carbon,  low  a l l o y   s t e e l s ,   such  as  AISI  8620,  4118  and  4620,  w h i c h  

con ta in   0 . 1  -   0.3  wt .  %  of  carbon.  For  h y p e r e u t e c t o i d   s t e e l s ,  

a u s t e n i t i z e d   at  t e m p e r a t u r e s   too  low  to  d i s s o l v e   a l l   c a r b i d e s ,   a n  

e f f e c t i v e   e q u i l i b r i u m   is  e s t a b l i s h e d   between  und i s so lved   c a r b i d e  

and  the  a u s t e n i t e ,   which  is  then  s a t u r a t e d   in  carbon.  I t   is  a l s o  

g e n e r a l l y   accep ted   t h a t   t h i s   s a t u r a t i o n   p reven t s   such  s t e e l   f r o m  

accep t ing   a d d i t i o n a l   d i s so lved   carbon,  and  thereby  p reven t s   a n  

i nc rea se   in  the  amount  of  carbon  d i s so lved   in  the  a u s t e n i t e   n e a r  

the  su r f ace .   T h e r e f o r e ,   a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n   of  c a r b u r i z a t i o n   w i t h  

r e spec t   to  h y p e r e u t e c t o i d   a l l oy   s t e e l s ,   has  remained  an  u n e x p l o r e d  

area  u n t i l   t h i s   i n v e n t i o n .  

This  is   not  to  say  tha t   the  p r i o r   a r t   has  not  employed  

heat  t r e a t m e n t   methods  to  produce  compressive  r e s i d u a l   s u r f a c e  

s t r e s s e s   in  h y p e r e u t e c t o i d   a l loy  s t e e l s ,   but  they  have  been  c a r r i e d  

out  by  methods  which  have  r equ i red   the  a d d i t i o n   of  ammonia  to  t h e  

a u s t e n i t i z i n g   f u r n a c e   a tmosphere ,   which  in  turn  causes  n i t r o g e n   t o  

be  d i s so lved   in  the  su r face   l aye r s   of  the  s t e e l .   The  goa l   o f  u s ing  

such  atmosphere  is  to  i n c r e a s e   the  n i t r o g e n   content   of  the  a u s t e n -  

i t e   s u r f a c e ,   b u t  a t   the  same  time  avo id ing   the  fo rma t ions   o f  

n i t r i d e s   of  i ron   or  o ther   a l l o y i n g   e lements .   Ammonia  a t m o s p h e r e s  

p re sen t   s p e c i a l   equipment   r equ i r emen t s   which  i t   is  d e s i r a b l e   t o  

avoid  and  p r e s e n t   c o n t r o l   problems  as  to  n i t r i d e   a v o i d a n c e .  

S t e e l s   used  in  b a l l   and  r o l l e r   bea r ings   are  of  t h e  

fo l lowing   types:   (1)  high  carbon,  low  a l loy   s t e e l ,   such  as  A I S I  

52100  (1%  C,  1.5%  Cr)  th rough-hardened   by  h e a t i n g   to  t y p i c a l l y  

825-850°C,  quenching  and  temper ing,   (2)  low  carbon,  low  a l l o y  

s t e e l   such  as  AISI  8620,  4118  and  4620  hardened  by  c a r b u r i z i n g   t h e  

sur face   (to  maximum  su r face   carbon  con ten t s   on  the  order   of  1%), 



quenching  and  tempering,   and  (3)  high  carbon,  high  a l loy   s t e e l  

such  as  N-50,  a  tool   s t e e l ,   or  440C,  a  s t a i n l e s s   s t e e l ,   used  when 

e l eva ted   surface   t empera tu re s   or  other   extreme  o p e r a t i n g   c o n d i t i o n s  

are  a n t i c i p a t e d .  

Type  (2)  bear ing   s t e e l s ,   as  i n d i c a t e d   above,  have  one 

d i s t i n c t   advantage  in  that   s u b s t a n t i a l   compressive  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s  

can  be  developed  at  the  par t   sur face   as  a  consequence  of  c a r b u r i z -  

ing.  The  f avourab le   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s   d i s t r i b u t i o n   is  thought  by  

the  p r i o r   a r t   to  make  a  s i g n i f i c a n t   c o n t r i b u t i o n   to  the  d u r a b i l i t y  

of  the  b e a r i n g .   However,  compressive  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s   are  n o t  

produced  when  s t ee l s   of  types  (1)  and  (3)  are  hardened  by  t h e  

i n d i c a t e d   conven t iona l   t h rough-ha rden ing   t echn iques   used  by  t h e  

p r io r   a r t .   Carbur iz ing   has  not  been  considered  as  a  means  o f  

deve loping   compressive  surface   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s   in  types  (1)  a n d  

(3)  bea r ing   s t e e l s ,   since  i t   has  been  gene ra l l y   accepted   by  t h e  

p r io r   a r t   tha t   i t   is  not  p o s s i b l e   to  increase   the  surface  d i s s o l v e d  

carbon  conten t   by  d i f f u s i n g   a d d i t i o n a l   carbon  into  a  h y p e r e u t e c t o i d  

al loy  s t e e l   from  a  furnace  atmosphere  at  the  usual  a u s t e n i t i z i n g  

t e m p e r a t u r e s .   This  is  evidenced  by  an  a r t i c l e   p re sen ted   at  t h e  

14th  I n t e r n a t i o n a l   Colloouim  on  Heat  Trea t ing   by  Mrs.  S t e f a n i a  

Baiou  of  the  I n s t i t u t e   of  Technolog ica l   Research  for  Machine 

Bui ld ing   in  Romania.  In  an  a r t i c l e   e n t i t l e d   " C o n t r i b u t i o n s   to  t h e  

In f luence   of  Compressive  S t r e s s e s   generated  by  Heat  Treatment   on  

the  Fatigue  Life  of  Par t s   Under  Ro l l ing   Contact  Wear",  on  page  2  o f  

the  conference   p r e p r i n t s   publ i shed   in  1972,  she  s t a t e s   "in  a  

t h r o u g h - h a r d e n i n g   s t e e l ,   in  which the   m a r t e n s i t i c   t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

takes  place  throughout   the  whole  sec t ion   of  the  par t   as  a  r e s u l t  

of  i t s   high  carbon  con ten t ,   there  could  not  have  been  ques t i on   t o  

d i f f u s e   more  carbon  in  the  surface  layers   in  order  to  lower  the  Ms 

t empera tu r e " .   This  means  that  the  p o s s i b i l i t y   of  lowering  the  k s  

tempera ture   through  the  a d d i t i o n   of  carbon  to  the  surface   l a y e r s  

( thereby   inducing  compressive  r c s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s )   is  not  p o s s i b l e .  

Accord ing ly ,   the  p r io r   ar t   has  turned  to  one  o t h e r  

p o s s i b i l i t y   for  improving  the  compressive  surface  s t r e s s e s   in  a  

high  carbon  th rough-hardened   s t e e l   by  heat  t r e a t m e n t .   K o i s t i n e n  



(see  U.S.  Pa ten t   3 , 1 1 7 , 0 4 1 ,   anJ  an  a r t i c l e   appear ing   in  ASM 

T r a n s a c t i o n s ,   vol .   57,  pp.  581-538,  1964)  as  well  as  the  a f o r e -  

mentioned  paper  by  Mrs.  Baicu,   sugges ts   adding  ammonia  to  t h e  

a u s t e n i t i z i n g   fu rnace   a tmosphere ,   caus ing  n i t r o g e n   to  be  d i s s o l v e d  

in  the  surface  l a y e r s   of  a  high  carbon  th rough-hardened   s t e e l ,   such 

as  52100  s t e e l ,   t h e r eby   i nduc ing   r e s i d u a l   sur face   compress ive  

s t r e s s e s   upon  quenching .   This  is  a  kind  of  n i t r i d i n g   process   where 

the  goal  is  to  i n c r e a s e   the  n i t r o g e n   content   of  the  a u s t e n i z e d  

su r face ,   but  to  avoid   forming  n i t r i d e s   of  i ron  or  other  a l l o y i n g  

elements .   Although  t h i s   p rocess   has  met  with  some  degree  o f  

success ,   i t   c a r r i e s   c e r t a i n   d i s a d v a n t a g e s   such  as  the  cost  o f  

adding  the  ammonia  t r e a t m e n t   step  and  the  d i f f i c u l t y   of  c o n t r o l l i n g  

the  quant i ty   of  n i t r o g e n   absorbed   by  the  s t e e l   to  the  amount 

des i r ed .   An  excess  of  n i t r o g e n   in  the  sur face   l ayers   can  lead  t o  

c e r t a i n   d i f f i c u l t i e s ,   e . g . ,   low  hardness   due  to  excessive  amounts  

of  r e t a ined   a u s t e n i t e ,   or ,   in  extreme  cases ,   grain  boundary 

po ros i ty   due  to  i n t e r n a l   n i t r o g e n   e v o l u t i o n .  

According  to  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   there  is  p r o v i d e d  

a  method  of  t r e a t i n g   a  body  of  high  carbon  s t ee l   comprising  t h e  

s teps  of  hea t i ng   the  body  in  a  c a r b u r i z i n g   atmosphere  e f f e c t i v e   t o  

generate   a  d i f f e r e n t i a l   in  r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e ,   primary  c a r b i d e s  

and  carbon  between  the  su r f ace   reg ion   and  core  region  of  the  body 

a r t i c l e ;   and  quenching  the  body  at  a  ra te   s u f f i c i e n t l y   f a s t   t o  

e f f e c t i v e l y   suppress   the  f o rma t ion   of  n o n - m a r t e n s i t i c   a u s t e n i t e  

decomposi t ion  p r o d u c t s ,   thereby  e s t a b l i s h i n g   a  r e s i d u a l   compres s ive  

s t r e s s   g rad ien t   p r o c e e d i n g   from  the  sur face   region  of  the  body  t o  

the  core  region  t h e r e o f .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   a l so   i nc ludes   a  high  carbon  s tee l   a l l o y  

body  having  g r a d i e n t s   of  compress ive   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s ,   and  at  l e a s t  

one  of  a  carbon  g r a d i e n t   and  ha rdness   g rad ien t   proceeding  from  t h e  

sur face   region  of  said  a r t i c l e   to  i t s   core,  said  a r t i c l e   b e i n g  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  a  m i c r o s t r u c t u r e   c o n s i s t i n g   e s s e n t i a l l y   of  t emp-  

ered  mar tens ive ,   r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   and  a  carbide  phase,  said  a r t -  

ic le   having  a  chemical   con ten t   c o n s i s t i n g   e s s e n t i a l l y   of  0 . 8  -  

1.6%  by  weight  of  ca rbon ,   0 . 7 5  -   25%  by  weight  of  a l l o y i n g  



i n g r e d i e n t s   i n c l u d i n g   0 . 2  -   5%  by  weight  of  chromium,  the  r e m a i n d e r  

being  e s s e n t i a l l y   i r o n ,   said  a r t i c l e   having  a  compressive  r e s i d u a l  

s t r e s s   level   at  i t s   su r f ace   r eg ion   of  at  l e a s t   10,000  ps i ,   and 

t e n s i l e   s t r e s s e s   at  the  a r t i c l e   core ,   said  a r t i c l e   having  a  h a r d -  

ness  d i f f e r e n t i a l   between  i t s   su r f ace   and  core  of  at  l e a s t   2.0  R c ,  
and  a  volume  f r a c t i o n   of  primary  ca rb ides   at  i t s   su r face   r e g i o n  

of  at  l e a s t   0 . 1 8 .  

P r e f e r r e d   f e a t u r e s   of  the  method  of'  th is   i n v e n t i o n  

comprise  (a)  using  h y p e r e u t e c t o i d   a l loy  s t e e l s   to  con ta in   0 . 8  -  

1.6  wt.  pct.   carbon  and  1.0  -4 .5   wt.  pct.   chromium,  (b)  i n c r e a s i n g  

the  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   time  du r ing   heat   t r e a tmen t   to  a  per iod   of  a b o u t  

1  hour,   and  (c)  r e g u l a t i n g   the  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   furnace   a tmosphere  t o  

ob ta in   a  high  c a r b u r i z i n g   p o t e n t i a l   t y p i c a l   of  conven t iona l   ga s  

c a r b u r i z i n g   (see  Figure   12-2  of  r e f e r e n c e   4) ,   said  heat  t r e a t m e n t  

atmosphere  p a r t i c u l a r l y   being  a  gas  blend  of  an  endothermic  ga s  
and  3 - 1 0 %   m e t h a n e .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   p rov ides   for  an  economical   and  

c o n t r o l l a b l e   method  of  i n c r e a s i n g   the  f a t i g u e   l i f e   of  a  bear ing   by 

(a)  p rov id ing   compress ive   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s   in  the  su r f ace   of  t h e  

s t e e l   specimen  by  a  simple  heat   t r ea tmen t   in  a  c a r b u r i z i n g  

a tmosphere ,   (b)  p r o v i d i n g   i n c r e a s e d   r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   in  s a i d  

su r face   zone,  (c)  p r o v i d i n g   an  i nc r ea sed   volume  f r a c t i o n   o f  

primary  ca rb ides   near  the  s u r f a c e ,   and  (d)  p rov id ing   h igher   h a r d -  

ness  near  the  s u r f a c e ,   which  is  in  pa r t   dependent  on  l i m i t i n g   and 

c o n t r o l l i n g   the  chromium  con ten t   of  the  s t e e l .   The  heat   t r e a t m e n t  

can  be  ca r r i ed   out  at  a  r e l a t i v e l y   low  tempera ture   in  a  c a r b a r i z i n g  

a tmosphere ,   and  is  bes t   conducted  for  c r i t i c a l   per iods   of  t ime  

between  1  and  2  hours .   The  aim  of  t h i s   t r ea tmen t   i s  t o   e s t a b l i s h  

a  g r a d i e n t   normal  to  the  su r face   of  d i s so lved   carbon  in  a u s t e n i t e .  

Since  the  t y p i c a l   a u s t e n i t i z i n g   t empera tu re   is  too  low  to  c ause  

a l l   of  the  ca rb ides   i n i t i a l l y   p resen t   in  the  s t e e l   to  d i s s o l v e ,   i t  

is  not  obvious  why  c a r b u r i z i n g   should  produce  r e s i d u a l   s u r f a c e  

compressive  s t r e s s e s .   If   the  a u s t e n i t e   is  s a t u r a t e d   in  c a r b o n  

(because  a l l   the  c a rb ide s   cannot  d i s s o v e ) ,   how  is  i t   pos s ib l e   t o  

e s t a b l i s h   a  g r ad i en t   in  d i s s o l v e d   carbon  by  d i s s o l v i n g   more  c a r b o n  



at  the  surface?   The  p r i o r   a r t   has  been  unable  to  do  so  or  has  

be l i eved   i t   is  not  wor thwhi le   t ry ing   to  do  so .  

I t   is  t h e o r i z e d   in  accordance  with  t h i s   invent ion  t h a t  

the  a u s t e n i t e   in  a  p l a in   carbon  h y p e r e u t e c t o i d   s t e e l ,   a  s t ee l   w i t h  

n e g l i g i b l e   a l loy   c o n t e n t ,   heated  to  a  t empera tu re   not  high  enough 

to  dissove  a l l   of  i t s   i ron  c a r b i d e s ,   r a p i d l y   becomes  sa tu ra ted   i n  

carbon.  If  carbon  is  supp l i ed   to  the  s t e e l   from  the  f u r n a c e  

atmosphere,   the  volume  f r a c t i o n   of  und i s so lved   carbide  ( p r i m a r y  
carbide)   i n c r e a s e s ,   but  the  amount  of  carbon  d i s so lved   in  t h e  

a u s t e n i t e   is  unchanged.  However,  a  h y p e r e u t e c t o i d   s teel   c o n t a i n i n g  

an  a l l oy ing   element  such  as  chromium,  whose  a f f i n i t y   for  carbon  i s  

g r e a t e r   than  the  a f f i n i t y   or  i ron   for  carbon,   held  at  a  t e m p e r a t u r e  

high  enough  to  form  a u s t e n i t e ,   but  too  low  to  d i s so lve   a l l   ca rb ides ,  

slowly  r e d i s t r i b u t e s   i t s   carbon  and  chromium between  carbide  and 

a u s t e n i t e   phases .   Af te r   a  pe r iod   of  s e v e r a l   hours  (as  opposed  t o  

severa l   minutes  in  a  p l a in   carbon  s t e e l ) ,   e f f e c t i v e   equi l ib r ium  i s  

e s t a b l i s h e d   and  the  a u s t e n i t   becomes  " s a t u r a t e d "   in  carbon,  b u t  

s a t u r a t e d   only  with  r e s p e c t   to  c a r b i d e s   of  the  composit ion  w i t h  

which  it   c o e x i s t s .   When  carbon  is  added  to  the  s t ee l   from  a  

furnace  a tmosphere ,   the  volume  f r a c t i o n   of  primary  carbides  i n c r -  

Lases  near  the  s u r f a c e .   As  more  carb ide   forms,  the  r emain ing  

a u s t e n i t e   becomes  dep le t ed   in  chromium,  because ,   p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y ,  

more  chromium  than  i ron   goes  to  form  the  new  carbide .   As  t h e  

chromium  con ten t   of  the  a u s t e n i t e   is  lowered,   i t s   s o l u b i l i t y   f o r  

carbon  i n c r e a s e s ,   thereby  a l lowing   a  s u r f a c e - t o - c e n t r e   g rad ien t   i n  

d i sso lved   carbon  content   to  be  produced.   Within  the  two  phase  f i e -  

ld  ( a u s t e n i t e   and  cemen t i t e )   of  the  C-Cr-Fe  system,  i nc reas ing   t h e  

carbon  content   of  the  system  i n c r e a s e s   the  carbon  content  o f ' t h e  

a u s t e n i t e .   This  e f f e c t   is  e s p e c i a l l y   marked  for  chromium  c o n t e n t s  

of  5%  or  l e s s .  

Another  f a c t o r   c o n t r i b u t i n g   to  the  development  of  a 

d i sso lved   carbon  g r a d i e n t   is  the  s lowness  with  which  t he  

equ i l ib r ium  d i s t r i b u t i o n   of  carbon  between  carbide  and  a u s t e n i t e   i s  

approached  in  a  s t e e l   l ike   AISI  52100.  In  short   t r ea tments   (up  t o  

2  hours  at  850 C)  of  w e l l - s p h e r o i d i z e d   s t e a l ,   the  carbon  c o n t e n t  



of  the  a u s t e n i t e   never  a t t a i n s   i t s   e q u i l i b r i u m   va lue .   Thus,  i t  

is  p o s s i b l e   a cco rd ing   to  th is   i n v e n t i o n   to  e s t a b l i s h   an  even  

l a r g e r   s u r f a c e - t o - c e n t r e   d i f f e r e n c e   in  d i s s o l v e d   carbon  c o n t e n t  

than  is  i n d i c a t e d   by  the  phase  diagram.  This  a l so   has  not  been  

a p p r e c i a t e d   h e r e t o f o r e .  

Carbur ized   high  carbon  a l loy   s t e e l s   c o n t a i n i n g   c o n -  

t r o l l e d   chromium  w i l l   c o n t a i n   a  l a r g e r   f r a c t i o n   of  primary  c a r b i d e s  

near  the  surface   than  in  the  i n t e r i o r .   S i n c e   the  carb ide   phase  
e x h i b i t s   no  abrupt   volume  change  on  cool ing   (such  as  occurs  when 

a u s t e n i t e   forms  m a r t e n s i t e )   and  since  the  volume  change  can  be  a  

source  of  the  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s   which  deve lop ,   the  h igher   c a r b i d e  

f r a c t i o n   at  the  s u r f a c e   should  moderate  any  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s  

which  do  d e v e l o p .  

A  p r e f e r r e d   mode  for  c a r ry ing   out  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  of  example  only,   with  r e f e r e n c e   t o  

the  accompanying  drawings ,   in  w h i c h : -  

Figure   1  is  a  g r a p h i c a l   i l l u s t r a t i o n   of  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s  

as  a  f u n c t i o n   of  normal ized   d i s t ance   from  the  s u r f a c e   of  each  o f  

two  0 . 0 9 0 " t h i c k   spec imens ,   each  specimen  being  h e a t  t r e a t e d   at  850°C 

for  1  hour,   one  being  c a r b u r i z e d   and  the  o the r   n o t ;  

Figure  2  is  an  i l l u s t r a t i o n   s i m i l a r   to  F igure   1  for  two 

o ther   0.090"  th ick   samples  each  t r e a t e d   at  875°C,  one  being  c a r b -  

u r i z ed   and  the  o ther   n o t ;  

F igure   3  is  a  g raph ica l   i l l u s t r a t i o n   of  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s  

as  a  f u n c t i o n   of  depth  below  the  sur face   of  the  specimen,  for  t h r e e  

0.090"  thick  samples,   each  being  heat  t r e a t e d   at  850°C  for   v a r y i n g  

pe r iods   of  time  in  a  c a r b u r i z i n g   a tmosphere ,   quenched  and  t empered  

at  150°C  for  90  m i n u t e s ;  

F igure   4  is  a  g raphica l   i l l u s t r a t i o n   of  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s  

as  a  f u n c t i o n   of  depth  below  the  su r face   of  the  samples ,   the  .070"  

th ick   samples  being  heat   t r ea ted   at  800°C  for   times  of  1  hour  and 

2  hours ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   in  a  c a r b u r i z i n g   a t m o p h e r e ;  

Figure   5  is  a  g raph ica l   i l l u s t r a t i o n   of  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s  

as  a  f u n c t i o n   of  depth  below  the  sur face   of  the  sample,  for   t h r e e  

. 0 7 0 "   th ick  samples,   the  f i r s t   two  of  which  were  heat  t r e a t ed   a t  



980°C  for   35  minu tes ,   cooled  to  develop  a  p e a r l i t i c   m i c r o s t r u c t u r e ,  

and  then  heated  again  for  a  period  of  55  minutes   at  815°C  in  a  

c a r b u r i z i n g   a tmosphere ,   the  th i rd   sample  being  heat   t r e a t e d   in  a  

s i n g l e   step  at  815°C  for   55  minutes  in  the  same  c a r b u r i z i n g  

a t m o s p h e r e ;  

F igure   6  is  a  tapered  s e c t i o n   m i c r o p h o t o g r a p h   (1000  X) 

of  a  specimen  which,  in  accordance  with  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n ,   has  b e e n  

a u s t e n i t i z e d   for   2  hours  at  850°C  and  o i l   quenched,   the  m i c r o -  

pho tograph   being  taken  of  a  su r face   zone;  and  

F igure   7  i s   a lso   a  mic rophotograph   (1000  X)  of  t h e  

i n t e r i o r   zone  of  the  specimen  in  F igure   6 .  

The  s teps   performed  in  accordance  wi th   the  p r e f e r r e d  

method  of  the  i n v e n t i o n   are  as  f o l l o w s : -  

1.  S u b s t r a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n :   The  s t e e l   a r t i c l e   to  b e  

s u b j e c t e d   to  heat   t r e a t m e n t   is  p r e f e r a b l y   s e l e c t e d   to  have  a  c a rbon  

c o n t e n t   in  the  range  of  0 .8-1.6%  carbon  and  should  con t a in   chromium 

between  0.8-5%;  o ther   a l l o y i n g  i n g r e d i e n t s   may  be  s e l e c t e d   from  t h e  

group  t y p i c a l l y   c o n s i s t i n g   of  molybdenum,  vanadium,  t u n g s t e n ,  

manganese.   The  t o t a l   a l loy   content   can  range  from  0 .75-25%.  

2.  A u s t e n i t i z i n g   heat  t r e a t m e n t :   The  s u b s t r a t e   o r  

a r t i c l e   is  then  heated  to  an  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   t e m p e r a t u r e   wi th in   a  

c a r b u r i z i n g   atmosphere  for   a  period  of  time  p r e f e r a b l y   between  1 

and  2  hours  to  develop  a  high  sur face   compress ive   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s .  

Longer  t r e a t m e n t   times  produce  t h i c k e r   c o m p r e s s i v e l y - s t r e s s e d  

l a y e r s ,   but  s t r e s s e s   of  l e s s   i n t e n s i t y .   The  c a r b u r i z i n g   a tmosphere  

p r e f e r a b l y   should  have  a  carbon  p o t e n t i a l   s u f f i c i e n t l y   high  t o  

cause  carbon  s a t u r a t i o n   in  a  0.0025"  t h i ck   i r o n   f o i l  i n   30  m i n u t e s .  

The  f u l l   range  of  carbon  p o t e n t i a l   cannot  adequa t e ly   be  conveyed  by 

s p e c i f y i n g   CO/C02  r a t i o   because  the  e q u i l i b r i u m   C02  con ten t   v a r i e s  

with  t e m p e r a t u r e   for   d i f f e r e n t   carbon  p o t e n t i a l s   and  wi l l   va ry  
from  fu rnace   to  f u r n a c e ,   d i f f e r e n t   flow  r a t e s ,   and  the  amount  o f  

meta l   chargea .   Thus,  the  shim  stock  e m p i r i c a l   t e s t   method  is  b e s t ,  

us ing   t h in   f o i l   (see  r e f e r e n c e   4,  page  2   h e r e i n ) .  

Such  an  atmosphere  is  p r e f e r a b l y   de r ived   by  using  an  

endo the rmic   gas  a tmosphere ,   c o n s i s t i n g   p r i m a r i l y   of  CO,  H2  and  N22 



genera ted   by  the  p a r t i a l   combustion  of  a  hydrocarbon.   The  c a r b o n  

p o t e n t i a l   can  be  ad jus ted   by  va ry ing   the  p r o p o r t i o n s   of  a i r   and 

hydrocarbon  at  the  gas  g e n e r a t o r   to  match  the  carbon  oontent   of  t h e  

p a r t .   But  i t   is  most  impor tant   tha t   such  endothermic  gas  c o n t a i n  

a d d i t i o n a l   hydrocarbon ,   p r e f e r a b l y   by  the  a d d i t i o n   of  3-10%  methane. 

The  added  hydrocarbon  in  the  form  of  methane  c o n t r i b u t e s   t h e  

necessa ry   c a r b u r i z i n g   capac i ty   to  the  fu rnace   a tmosphere .   I t   i s  

not  s u f f i c i e n t   to  merely  provide  an  endothermic  gas  of  a  h i g h  

c a r b o n   p o t e n t i a l   to  the  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   furnace   ( c u s t o m a r i l y   r e f e r r e d  

to  as  an  endothermic  atmosphere  " n e u t r a l "   to  a  high  carbon  s t e e l ) ,  

but  r a t h e r   a  c a r b u r i z i n g   gas  b lend,   endothermic  gas  plus  3-10% 

methane,  for  example,  must  be  employed.  

When  the  s u b s t r a t e   conta ins   chromium  at  the  high  end  o f  

the  c o n t r o l l e d   range,   it  is  d e s i r a b l e   that   the  oxygen  content   o f  

the  gas  atmosphere  should  be  reduced  so  tha t   the  fo rmat ion   of  c h r o -  

mium  oxide  on  the  par t   su r face   wi l l   not  i n t e r f e r e   with  c a r b u r i z i n g .  

This  may  be  obta ined  by  c o n t r o l l i n g   the  gas  atmosphere  to  c o n t a i n  

n i t r o g e n   end  methane  in  the  proper   p r o p o r t i o n s   for   ach iev ing   r e su l t s  

e q u i v a l e n t   to  the  r e s u l t s   from  an  endothermic  gas  based  c a r b u r i z i n g  

atmosphere.   Vacuum  c a r b u r i z i n g   is  ano the r   method  of  c a r b u r i z i n g  

without   forming  o x i d e s .  

3.  Q u e n c h   The  heated  s u b s t r a t e   or  a r t i c l e   is  t h e n  

subjec ted   to  cool ing  by  c c n v e n t i o n a l   means,  to  produce  the  d e s i r e d  

m i c r o s t r u c t u r e   in  the  s t e e l ,   usua l ly   m a r t e n s i t e ,   such  m i c r o s t r u c t -  

ure  depending  upon  the  a p p l i c a t i o n   for   the  s t e e l .   Since  t h e  

p re sen t   i n v e n t i o n   is  p a r t i c u l a r l y   s u i t a b l e   in  those  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

where  r o l l i n g   contac t   f a t i g u e   wil l   be  e x p e r i e n c e d ,   the  m i c r o s t r u c t -  

ure  should  be  hard  and  s t rong .   In  most  i n s t a n c e s ,   quenching  in  o i l  

main ta inea   at  a  t empera tu re   of  about  55°C  provides   a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

cool ing  ra te   to  achieve  such  s t r e n g t h   and  ha rdness .   Slower  quen-  

ches,  e . g . ,   in to  molten  s a l t ,   or  f a s t e r   quenches,   e . g . ,   into  w a t e r ,  

may  be  used  in  some  c i r cums tances .   Fu r the r   cool ing  of  the  quenched 

s t ee l   by  the  use  of  l iqu id   n i t r ogen   to  a  t empera tu re   of  -196°C  w i l l  

reduce  the  amount  of  r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e ,   usual ly   producing  a  

f u r t h e r   i nc rease   in  hardness   and  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s .  



More  e s s e n t i a l l y ,   the  a r t i c l e   is  immersed  in  a  c o o l i n g  

medium  to  quench  the  c e n t r a l   core  of  said  a r t i c l e   at  a  r a t e  

s u f f i c i e n t l y   f a s t   to  e f f e c t i v e l y   suppress   the  f o r m a t i o n   of  n o n -  

m a r t e n s i t i c   a u s t e n i t e   decompos i t ion   p r o d u c t s ,   thereby  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

a  r e s i d u a l   comprussive  s t r e s s   g r a d i e n t   p roceed ing   from  the  s u r f a c e  

region  of  said  a r t i c l e   to  a  depth  of  between  0 . 0 0 7  -   0.03  i n c h e s .  

4.  Tempering:  The  temper ing  cycle  can  be  a d j u s t e d   t o  

su i t   a  wide  v a r i e t y   of  needs;  t y p i c a l l y ,   h e a t i n g   to  a  t e m p e r a t u r e  
of   100-150°C  and  ho ld ing   for   app rox ima te ly   1-2  hours  is  s a t i s f a c t -  

o r y .  
The  f o l l o w i n g   exemples  i l l u s t r a t e   the  i n v e n t i o n : -  

EXAMPLES  1  to  12 

One  s e r i e s   of  exper iments   was  d i r e c t e d   t o  a n   a n l y s i s   o f  

the  development   of  compress ive   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s   in  a  52100  s t e e l .  

The  t e s t   p rocedure   fo l lowed   was: 

S t r i p s   of  52100  s t e e l ,   which  were  s p h e r o i d i z e   a n n e a l e d ,  

having  a  d imension   of  3  inches  long  (7 .62  cm)  x  0.5  inches   wide  

(1.25cm)  x  0.090  inches   ( .23  cm)  t h i c k ,   were  machined  from  r o l l -  

f l a t t e n e d   0.5  inch  d iamete r   wire.   The  nominal  compos i t ion   o f  

52100  s t e e l   was  1.0%  carbon,   1.5%  chromium,  0.35%  mangaanese,   0 .25% 

s i l i c o n   and  the  remainder   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   i ron .   A  t o t a l   of  12  sample  

pieces  were  p repared   acco rd ing   to  the  heat   t r u a t   cyc les   i n d i c a t e d  

in  Table  1;  those  having  a n  a s t e r i s k   were  c o p p e r - p l a t e d   to  p r e v e n t  

c a r b u r i z a t i o n   dur ing   heat   t r e a t m e n t   and  were  t h e r e f o r e   s u b j e c t e d   t o  

a  t r e a t m e n t   e q u i v a l e n t   to  the  p r i o r   a r t ,   which  would  not  i n c l u d e  

c a r b u r i z a t i o n   but  r a t h e r   j u s t   the  heat  t r e a t m e n t   at  the  i n d i c a t e d  

t e m p e r a t u r e s   in  a  n e u t r a l   a tmosphere .   Those  samples  which  a r e  

i n d i c a t e d   with  a  double  a s t e r i s k   had  the  copper  p l a t e   removed  a f t e r  
980°C  t r e a t m e n t .   The  hea t   t r e a t   cycles   inc lude   a  v a r i a t i o n   of  t h e  

hea t ing   time  and  the  t e m p e r a t u r e .   The  sanp les   a l s o  w e r e   s u b j e c t e d  

to  d i f f e r e n t   quenching  t r e a t m e n t s ,   some  being  an  o i l   quench  w i t h  

the  o i l   ma in t a ined   at  55°C,  and  o thers   i n c l u d i n g   an  a d d i t i o n a l  

quench  with  l i q u i d   n i t r o g e n .   C e r t a i n   of  the  specimens  were  t h e n  

sub jec t ed   to  a  tempering  t r e a t m e n t   as  i nd i ca t ed   at  the  t e m p e r a t u r e  

and  time  pe r iods   of  Table  1 .  



The  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   heat  t r e a tmen t s   were  carr ied   out  in  a  

Lindberg  c a r b u r i z i n g   furnace  with  an  i n t e g r a l   quench  tank.  The  gas 

atmosphere  was  genera ted   as  an  endothermic  gas  atmosphere,  e n r i c h e d  

with  methane.  A  measure  of  the  c a r b u r i z i n g   rate   of  the  f u r n a c e  

atmosphere  was  obta ined  by  de te rmin ing   the  weight  gain  of  a  f o i l  

of  1008  s t e e l ,   0.064  mm  t h i ck ,   which  was  i n se r t ed   through  a  s i g h t  

port  into  the  fu rnace ,   held  at  the  temperature   for  30  minutes,   t h e n  

rap id ly   cooled.  The  gas  mixture  was  ad jus ted   p r ior   to  each  of  t h e  

runs  so  that   the  f o i l   carbon  content   was  at  l eas t   0.9  wt.  pet.  c a r -  

bon.  For  most  o f  t h e   runs,   f o i l s   were  also  included  along  with  t h e  

samples  when  they  were  charged  into  the  fu rnace ,   the  i n i t i a l   c a r b -  

u r i z ing   rate  was  low.  For  example,  the  f o i l   of  Example  5,  a u s t e n -  

i t i z e d   for  only  30  minutes  contained  only  0.72  wt.  pct.  carbon;  i n  

every  other  case  when  the  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   times  were  longer ,   t h e  

f o i l s   accompanying  the  samples  contained  carbon  in  excess  of  t h e  

amount  needed  to  s a tu ra te   a u s t e n i t e .  

Fol lowing  each  heat  t r ea tmen t   cycle,   the  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s  

d i s t r i b u t i o n   in  each  sample  was  measured  and  hardness  readings  were  

taken.  The  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s   d i s t r i b u t i o n   is  measured  by  p r o g r e s s -  

ively  th inn ing   the  s t r i p s   from  one  side  only  by  chemical  d i s s o l u -  

t ion ,   measuring  the  bending  of  the  s t r i p   and  analyzing  t h e  

d e f l e c t i o n   r e s u l t s   using  a  m o d i f i c a t i o n   of  the  method  descr ibed  by 

R.  G.  Treut ing   and  W.  T.  Reed,  J r . ,   Journaj   of  Applied  P h y s i c s ,  

Vol.  22,  1951,  pp.  130-134.  Average  hardness   readings  were  t a k e n  

for  ce r t a in   samples  by  a  microhardness   t r a n s v e r s e   (Knoop  i n d e n t o r  

1  kgm  load)  through  the  surface  region  of  the  s a n p l e .  

With  r e s p e c t   to  samples  of  Examples  1  and  2,  Figure  1 

shows  that  the  p la ted   specimen,  which  did  not  exchange  carbon  w i t h  

the  furnace  a tmosphere,   developed  a  small  surface  t ens i l e   s t r e s s ,  

while  the  unplated  p iece ,   which  was  carbur ized   by  the  a tmosphere ,  

developed  a  sur face   compressive  s t r e s s   of  about  15,000  psi  at  t he  

sur face ,   shown  as  a  negat ive  s t r e s s   in  Figure  1.  Without  c a r b u r i z -  

ing,  specimens  tended  to  develop  t e n s i l e   suri'ece  r e s idua l   s t r e s s e s ;  

t h e r e f o r e ,   thu  change  (which  is  a  sum  of  the  t ens i l e   and  compressive 

values)  in  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s   d i s t r i b u t i o n   produced  by  ca rbur i z ing   i s  



more  s u b s t a n t i a l   than  the  s t r e s s   d i s t r i b u t i o n   in  c a rbu r i zed   p i e c e s  

would  s u g g e s t .  

The  samples  of  Examples  3   and  4,  which  were  a u s t e n i t i z e d  

at  a  s l i g h t l y   h ighe r   t e m p e r a t u r e   and  s u b j e c t e d   to  a  l i q u i d   n i t r o g e n  

quench  fo l lowing   the  o i l   quench,   demonstra ted  a  very  s l i g h t  

compressive  s t r e s s   for   the  p l a t e d   sample  at  the  s u r f a c e ,   whereas  i n  

the  unpla ted   sample,  the  compress ive   s t r e s s   was  approx imate ly   7 , 0 0 0  

psi  at  the  s u r f a c e .   The  depth   of  compressive  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s   h a s  

b e e n   increased   over  t ha t   of  Example  2,  but  the  s t r e s s   i n t e n s i t y   i s  

lowered  due  to  the  h i g h e r   a u s t e n i t i z i n g   t empera ture   and  the  a d d i t i o n  

of  the  tempering  t r e a t m e n t .  

The  samples  of  the  next  three  Examples,  5,  6,  and  7  w e r e  

a u s t e n i t i z e d   for  30  minu tus ,   1  hour  and  2  hours  r e s p e c t i v e l y   a t  

850°C.  A f t t r   o i l   quench ing ,   samples  were  quenched  in  l i q u i d   n i t r -  

ogen  before  t emper ing .   Sample  5  was  near ly   free  of  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s ;  
there   was  l i t t l e   carbon  t r a n s f e r   from  the  furnace  atmosphere  to  t h e  

specimen.  The  samples  held  f o r   longer  times  (1  hour  and  2  h o u r s )  

developed  d e f i n i t e   compress ive   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s   at  the  s u r f a c e .  

D i s t r i b u t i o n   of  the  s t r e s s e s   is   c l ea r ly   r e l a t e d   to  the  depth  o f  

carbon  d i f f u s i o n .   The  r a t i o   of  the  depth  at  which  the  s t r e s s   c h a n -  

ges  sign  in  Sample  7  to  the  co r respond ing   depth  in  Sample  6  i s  

1.48;  th is   is  c lose  to  the  square   root  of  2,  the  value  tha t   would  

be  expected  if  the  depth   of  the  compressive  s t r e s s   was  r e l a t e d   t o  

the  depth  of  carbon  p e n e t r a t i o n   from  the  a t m o s p h e r e .  

The  d i s t r i b u t i o n   of  primary  carb ides   a f t e r   2  hours  a t  

850°C  is  shown  in  F i g u r e s   6  and  7  ( for   Sample  7)  at  1000  X  ( p i c r a l  .  

e t c h ) .   These  p i c t u r e s   are  from  a  t apered   s e c t i o n   and  po l i shed   so  

tha t   apparent   d i s t a n c e s   normal  to  the  surface   are  magni f ied   by  a  

f a c t o r   of  about  5.5  r e l a t i v e   to  the  d i s t a n c e s   t angen t   to  t h e  

su r f ace .   In  F igure   6,  g r a i n   boundary  oxides  are  found  at  t h e  

specimen  sur face   to  a  depth   of  about  0.004  mm;  th i s   is  a  common 

occur rence   when  heat   t r e a t i n g   chromium-bearing  s t e e l s   in  e n d o t h e r -  

mic  gas  a tmospheres .   Below  the  oxide  is  a  c a r b i d e - d e p l e t e d   r e g i o n  

of  about  0.004  mm,  p r o b a b l y   the  r e s u l t   of  mig ra t ion   of  the  chromium 

to  oxides .   The  carbon  c o n t e n t   of  the  a u s t e n i t e ,   however,  must  b e  



high  in  t h i s   reg ion .   Then  a  zone  appears  con ta in ing   .18  volume 

f r a c t i o n   of  primary  carbides   (from  poin t   counting  measu remen t s ) .  

This  zone  extends  from  .008  mm  to  .07  or  0.10  mm  below  the  s u r f a c e .  

The  m i c r o s t r u c t u r a l   f e a t u r e s   of  the  i n t e r i o r ,   shown  in  Figure  7 ,  
demonst ra te   a  volume  f r a c t i o n   of  primary  ca rb ides   of  .08,  a b o u t  

ha l f   that   near  the  su r face .   There  seems  to  be  no  tendency  to  form 

carbide  f i lms  in  a u s t e n i t e   grain  bounda r i e s   in  the  c a r b u r i z e d  

surface   l ayer ;   r a t he r   the  e x i s t i n g   s p h e r o i d a l   carb ides   simply  grow. 
The  t h i c k n e s s   of  t h e  l a y e r   under  compress ion  i nc reases   with  i n c r e a -  

sing  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   time,  while  the  magnitude  of  the  surface  s t r e s s  

dec reases   somewhat.  

The  avera re   mic rohardness   of  the  outer   surface  region  o f  

Sample  7  to  a  depth  of  O.005"  was  de termined  to  be  947  KHN  (1kgm 

load,   e q u i v a l e n t   to  68-69  Rc).  The  hardness   decreased  with  i n c r e a -  

sing  d i s t ance   from  the  surface   u n t i l   the  base  hardness   of  880  KHN 

(about  66-67  R )  was  reached  at  a  depth  of  0 . 0 0 8  -   0.010".  T h i s  

hardness   g r a d i e n t   is  an  important   aspec t   of  the  p resen t   i n v e n t i o n  

and  is  a t t r i b u t e d   to  the  high  carbon  content   of  the  mar tens i t e   i n  

the  high  camion  surface  reg ion ,   as  well  as  the  g r ea t e r   volume 

f r a c t i o n   of  ca rb ides   t h e r a a t ,   more  than  o f f s e t t i n g   the  g r e a t e r  

volume  f r a c t i o n   of  r e t a ined   a u s t e n i t e .  

The  Samples  of  Examples  8  and  9,  Figure  4,  confirm  t h a t  

a  longer  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   t ine  produces  a  deeper  case,  but  a  somewhat 

lower  sur face   s t r e s s .   This  data  also  shows,  by  comparison  w i t h  

Sample  2,  tha t   the  compressive  sur face   s t r e s s e s   are  higher   with  an  
800°C  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   tempera ture   t han  wi th   an  850°C  t e m p e r a t u r e .  

The  Samples  of  Examples  10  to  12,  Figure  5,  show  t h e  

e f f e c t   of  i n i t i a l   carbide  size  on  the  i n t e n s i t y   of  the  r e s i d u a l  

s t r e s s e s   developed.   Reducing  the  carbide   size  increases   the  r a t e  

of  d i s s o l u t i o n   at  815°C.  Sample  10  is  the  base l ine   for  compar ison .  

P r e t r e a t i n g   Sample  11  at  980°C,  fol lowed  by  an  a i r   cool,  to  produce 

more  f i n e l y   divided  ca rb ides ,   has  an  adverse  e f f e c t   on  the  deg ree  

to  which  compressive  surface   s t r e s s e s   can  be  developed.  Thus,  

Sample  12,  with  coarse ,   slowly  d i s s o l v i n g   primary  ca rb ides ,   can  be 

t r e a t e d   to  produce  the  h ighest   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s .  



Average  harunoss   va lues   (KHM)  wore  de termined  f o r  

Samples  11  and  12  at  four   s u b s u r f a c e   reg ions   as  f o l l o w s :  

The  r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   was  measured  by  x-ray  method  on 

the  ca rbur ized   su r face   of  Samples  11  and  12  and  on  t h e i r   c e n t r e -  

l ines   a f t e r   they  had  been  t h inned   to  measure  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s .   I n  

both  specimens,   the  average  su r f ace   r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   was  24-26%. 

On  the  c e n t r e l i n e   of  Sample  11,  the  average  measurement  was  15% 

r e t a i n e d   a u s t u n i t e ,   and  on  the  c e n t r e l i n e   of  Sample  12,  i t   was  9%. 

These  d i f f e r e n c e s   in  r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   are  c o n s i s t e n t   with  t h e  

expected  d i f f e r e n c e s   in  d i s s o l v e d   carbon.   The  d i f f e r e n c e s   are  a l s o  

c o n s i s t e n t   with  the  o b s e r v a t i o n   t h a t   quenching  ca rbu r i zed   spec imens  

in  l i q u i d   n i t r o g e n   to  lower  the  r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   tends  t o  

i nc rease   the  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s .  

EXAMPLES  13  to  16 

A  second  s e r i e s   of  samples  were  t e s t e d   to  i n v e s t i g a t e  

the  e f f e c t   of  d i f f e r e n c e s   in  chemical   compos i t ion .   Three  sample  

m a t e r i a l s   w e r e  o b t a i n e d   with  the  compos i t ions   set  f o r t h   in  T a b l e  

I I .   Pieces  of  each  m a t e r i a l   were  s u b j e c t e d   to  a  heat  t r e a t m e n t  

cycle  which  invo lved   h e a t i n g   to  1650°F  (900°C)  in  a  c a r b u r i z i n g  

atmosphere  de termined  as  in  the  f i r s t   s e r i e s  o f   samples ,   ho ld ing   a t  

said  t empera ture   for  about  2  h o u r s ,   quenching  in  o i l   having  a  

t empera ture   of  55°C,  t emper ing   at  300°F  (149°C)  for   2  hours ,   and 

then  a i r   cool ing .   Sample  13,  however,   was  heated  to  1560°F  (850°C) 

with  the  remainder   of  the  p rocedure   the  same  ( t h i s   lower  t e m p e r a -  

ture  is  n e c e s s i t a t e d   by  the  lower  a l loy   c o n t o n t ) .   Sample  16B  was 

subjected  to  a  d i f f e r e n t   heat   t r e a t   cycle  wherein  the  m a t e r i a l   was 

heated  in  a  c a r b u r i z i n g   a tmosphere ,   to  1750°F  (154°C)  for  2  h o u r s ,  

a i r   quenched,  double  tempered  at  300°F  (149°C)  for   2  hours ,   and 

then  a i r   c o o l e d .  

R e s u l t s   of  the  t e s t s   (see  Table  I I I )   show  tha t   f o r  



Sample  15,  no  r e s i d u a l   compressive  s t r e s s e s   were  developed  at  t h e  

s u r f a c e   of  the  a r t i c l e .   I t   is  t h e o r i z e d   t ha t   t h i s   r e s u l t e d   f rom 

the  high  chromium  con ten t   of  the  tool   s t e e l   which,  because  of  t h e  

atmosphere  c o n t a i n i n g   C0,  caused  o x i d a t i o n   of  the  chromium  w h i c h  

set  up  a  b a r r i e r   towards  c a r b u r i z a t i o n   of  the  surface   region.   I f  

carbon  monoxide  can  be  e l i m i n a t e d   from  the  c a r b u r i z i n g   a t m o s p h e r e ,  
i t   may  be  p o s s i b l e   to  e l i m i n a t e   o x i d a t i o n   of  such  high  chromium 

content   and  thus  allow  c a r b u r i z a t i o n   to  proceed  with  the  same 

r e s u l t s   g e n e r a l l y   ob ta ined   for  Samples  13,  14  and  16 .  

Samples  14  and  16,  l ike   13  (52100  s t ee l )   each  had 

s i g n i f i c a n t   compress ive   s t r e s s   at  the  surface   c o n s i s t e n t   with  t h e  

con t ro l   of  chromium  content   and  c a r b u r i z i n g   a t m o s p h e r e .  

The  sur face   hardness   of  Sample  14  was  not  measu rab ly  

g r e a t e r   than  i t s   i n t e r i o r   ha rdness ;   the  su r f ace   layer   conta ined  14% 

r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   while  the  i n t e r i o r   had  3%  r e t a ined   a u s t e n i t e .  

On  the  other   hand,  while  specimen  16A  showed  a  d e f i n i t e   i nc r ea se   i n  

sur face   h a r d n e s s ,   the re   was  no  measurable   d i f f e r e n c e   between  t h e  

amount  of  r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   at  the  surface   and  in  the  i n t e r i o r .  

All  three  f a c t o r s  -   h igher   sur face   h a r d n e s s ,   h igher   surface   r e t a i n -  

ed  a u s t e n i t e   and  s u r f a c e  c o m p r e s s i v e   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s  -   are  i m p o r t -  

ant  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s   of  an  op t imized   c a rbu r i zed   l ayer   in  these  s t e e -  

l s ;   however,  e i t h e r   a  hardness   g r a d i e n t   or  a  g r ad i en t   in  r e t a i n e d  

a u s t e n i t e   con ten t   may  be  absent   in  a  c a r b u r i z e d   s t e e l   tha t   is  l e s s  

than  op t imized ,   provided  one  or  more  of  the  o the r   f a c t o r s   a r e  

p r e s e n t .  A   hardness   g r a d i e n t   or  r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   g rad ien t   need  

not  always  e x i s t ,   even  though  c a r b u r i z a t i o n   has  occurred  and 

r e s i d u a l   su r face   compressive  s t r e s s e s   d e v e l o p .  

The  a fo rego ing   examples  demons t r a t e   tha t   the  d i s t r i b u -  

t ion   of  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s   in  quenched  and  tempered  s tee l   c o n t a i n i n g  

the  p r e f e r r e d   carbon  content   and  a l loy   range ,   can  be  modified  by 

c o n t r o l l i n g   the  carbon  p o t e n t i a l   of  the  furnace   atmosphere  d u r i n g  

a u s t e n i t i z i n g .   Examples  1  to  12  show  tha t   by  using  a  c a r b u r i z i n g  

atmosphere  for  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   t r e a t m e n t s   of  about  1-2  hours  at  815 

to  850°C,  with  a  159°C  temper,  wi l l   produce  compressive  r e s i d u a l  

s t r e s s e s   to  a  depth  of  0 .2-0 .4   mm  below  the  sur face   with  a  maximum 



sur face   compressive  s t r e s s   in  the  order   of  70-135  MPa  (10-20  SKI) .  

In  a d d i t i o n   to  compress ive   su r face   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s ,   t h e  

i n v e n t i v e   method  i n c r e a s e s   the  amount  of  r e t a ined   a u s t e n i t e   and  t h e  

volume  f r a c t i o n   of  primary  c a rb ide s   at  the  s u r f a c e .   The  i n c r e a s e  

in  sur face   r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   s ince  the  increase   i s  

accomplished  wi thout   c o a r s e n i n g   the  a u s t e n i t e   grains   or  r e d u c i n g  

the  ha rdness ,   is  b e n e f i c i a l   to  i nc reased   con tac t   f a t i g u e   l i f e .  

For  short   t r e a t m e n t s ,   the  depth  of  c a r b u r i z i n g   i s  

qui te   shallow.  For  example,  in  the  two  hour  t r e a t m e n t   of  Samples 

7  and  9,  the  depth  of  the  compress ive   layer   is  about  0.016".  The 

amount  of  metal  removed  in  f i n i s h i n g   the  bea r ing   components  of  

which  these  s u b s t r a t e s   may  be  employed,  a f t e r   heat  t r ea tmen t ,   must  

be  w i th in   t h i s   t h i c k n e s s ,   and  p r e f e r a b l y   no  more  than  0 . 0 0 2 - 0 . 0 0 4 " .  

This  is  necessa ry   to  m a i n t a i n   the  b e n e f i t   of  the  compres s ive  

s t r e s s e s .  

EXAMPLE 17 

The  r o l l i n g   con t ac t   f a t i g u e   l i ves   of  two  groups  o f  

52100  s t e e l   samples  were  t e s t e d .   The  heat  t r e a t m e n t   was  the  same 

as  for  Sample  12,  Table  I,   except   tha t   a  tamper ing   tempera ture   o f  

175°C  was  used.  Group  I  samples  were  c o p p e r - p l a t e d   during  t r e a t -  

ment  to  prevent   c a r b u r i z a t i o n ;   Group  II  samples  were  u n p l a t e d ,  

t h e r e f o r e   c a r b u r i z e a .   The  tes t   procedure   employed  a  s i m u l a t i v e  

t e s t   procedure  r e q u i r i n g   s p e c i a l   machines  such  as  tha t   made  by 

Polymet  Corp.,   Model  RFC-1  in  which  t e s t   bars  of  s t e e l   are  t e s t e d  

to  f a t i g u e   d e s t r u c t i o n .   The  complete  t e s t   procedure  is  set   f o r t h  

more  c l ea r ly   in  U.S .   P a t e n t   4 , 0 2 3 , 9 3 8 ,   Column  3,  l i ne s   32-68  and 

Column 4,  l ines   1-10.  For  the  immediate  t e s t ,   a  maximum  h e r t z i a n  

r o l l i n g   contac t   s t r e s s   of  503  MPa  (729,000  psi)  was  employed.  The 

r e s u l t s   are  summarized  in  Table  IV,  the  s t a t i s t i c a l   s i g n i f i c a n c e  

of  the  r e s u l t s   was  t e s t ed   by using  the  n o n p a r a m e t r i c a l   Walsh  t e s t  

desc r ibed   on  pp.  83-87  of  "Non-Paramet r ic   S t a t i s t i c s " ,   S.  S i e g e l ,  

McGraw  H i l l ,   New  York,  1956.  The  Walsh  t e s t   was  employed  because  

the  a l t e r n a t i v e ,   J o h n s o n ' s   Confidence  Method  ( d e s c r i b e d   in  a  p a p e r  

by  L.J.  Johnson,  I n d u s t r i a l   Mathemat ics ,   vol.   2,1951,  pp.  1-9) ,   i s  



not  very  accu ra t e   or  conven i en t   to  use  at  Weibul l   s lopes   o v e r  

3 . 0 .  

The  net  r e s u l t   of  such  s t a t i s t i c a l   t e s t i n g   was  tha t   i n  

99.5%  of  the  cases ,   the  l i f e   of  the  specimen  with  c o m p r e s s i v e  

su r f ace   s t r e s s e s   can  be  expected  to  exceed  tha t   of  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

specimens.   In  f a c t ,   in  those  cases  where  enhanced  c o m p r e s s i v e  

su r face   s t r e s s e s   are  deve loped ,   there  is  a  group  of  samples  which  

were  not  sub jec t ed   to  a  c a r b u r i z i n g   t r e a t m e n t   such  as  in  c u r r e n t  

b e a r i n g   p r o d u c t i o n .   The  fa t igue   l i f e   improvement  extends  o v e r  

the  e n t i r e   range  from  B-5  to  B-50  and  b e y o n d .  

I t   is  b e l i e v e d   that   f a t i g u e   l i f e   is  improved  by  t h e  

p r o c e s s i n g   h e r e i n   because  of  s eve ra l   f a c t o r s ;   (a)  r e s i d u a l   comp- 

r e s s i v e   s t r e s s e s   at  the  s u r f a c e ,   (b)  more  r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   a t  

the  s u r f a c e ,   (c)  a  h igher   su r face   h a r d n e s s ,   and  (d)  a  l a r g e r   volume 

f r a c t i o n   of  c a r b i d e s   near  the  sur face .   All  of  these  f a c t o r s   r e s u l t  

from  a  ca rbon  grad ien t   normal  to  the  s u r f a c e ,   and  the  f i r s t   two 

r e s u l t   from  a  g r a d i e n t   in  d i s so lved   c a r b o n  i n   a u s t e n i t e .   Whether  

one  of  these  f a c t o r s ,   or  a l l   of  them  in  combina t ion ,   are  r e s p o n s -  
ible   for  the  con tac t   f a t i g u e   l i f e   improvement  of  th is   i n v e n t i o n ,  

is  not  known. 

The  mechanisms  by  which  a  d i s s o l v e d   carbon  g r a d i e n t   i s  

developed  in  a  h y p e r e u t e c t o i d   s tee l   were  o u t l i n e d   in  theory  above 

(  (a)  i n c r e a s i n g   carbon  content   of  the  a l loy  system  causes  a n  

i n c r e a s e d   carbon  s o l u b i l i t y   in  a u s t e n i t e   and  (b)  slowness  o f  

carbon  d i s t r i b u t i o n   between  carbide  and  a u s t e n i t e ) .   These  

mechanisms  have  been  i l l u s t r a t e d   by  the  exper iments   d e s c r i b e d   i n  

the  f i r s t   two  examples.   In chromium  bea r ing   h y p e r e u t e c t o i d  

s t e e l s   both  mechanisms  can  opera te   because:  (1)  for   l o w  a l l o y  

c o m p o s i t i o n s ,   as  the  carbon  content   of  the  Cr-Fe-C  system  i n c r e a s e s ,  

the  s o l u b i l i t y   of  carbon  in  a u s t e n i t e   i n c r e a s e s ,   and  (2)  r e l a t i v e l y  

la rge   s p h e r o i d i z e d   c a r b i d e s ,   r ich  in  chromium,  are  slow  to  d i s s o l v e  

at  low  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   t e m p e r a t u r e s .   In  o ther   sys tems,   the  Mn-Fe-C 

system  for   example,  the  f i r s t   mechanism  would  not  be  expected  t o  

o p e r a t e ,   because ,   according   to R.  Benz,  J.  F.  E l l i o t t   and  J .  

Chipman,  M e t a l l u r g i c a l   T r a n s a c t i o n s ,   Vol.  4,  1973,  pp.  1975-86 ,  



i n c r e a s i n g   the  carbon  con ten t   of  the  Mn-Fe-C  system  does  n o t  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y   i n c r e a s e   the  s o l u b i l i t y   of  carbon  in  a u s t e n i t e   f o r  

h y p e r e u t e c t o i d   s t e e l s .   The  second  mechanism  would  ope ra t e ;   t h u s ,  

shallow  su r f ace   compress ive   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s   of  some  m a g n i t u d e  

could  in  theory  be  developed  by  shor t   time  a u s t e n i t i z i n g   t r e a t -  

ments  in  a  c a r b u r i z i n g   a tmosphere .   In  p l a in   carbon  h y p e r e u t e c t i c  

s t e e l s ,   c a rb ides   d i s s o l v e   so  r a p i d l y   tha t   n e i t h e r   mechanism  c o u l d  

be  expected  to  produce  su r f ace   compressive  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s e s .  











1.  A  method  of  t r e a t i n g   a  body  of  high  carbon  s t e e l  

compris ing  the  s teps  of  h e a t i n g  t h e   body  in  a  c a r b u r i z i n g   a t m o s p h -  

ere  e f f e c t i v e   to  genera te   a  d i f f e r e n t i a l   in  r e t a ined   a u s t e n i t e ,  

primary  ca rb ides   and  carbon  be tween   the  sur face   r e g i o n   and  c o r e  

reg ion   of  the  body  a r t i c l e ;   and  quenching  the  body  at  a  r a t e  

s u f f i c i e n t l y   f a s t   to  e f f e c t i v e l y   suppress   the  format ion   of  n o n -  
m a r t e n s i t i c   a u s t u n i t e   decompos i t i on   p r o d u c t s ,   t h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

a   r e s i d u a l   compressive  s t r e s s   g r a d i e n t   p roceeding   from  the  s u r f a c e  

reg ion   of  the  body  to  thl  core  reg ion   t h e r e o f .  

2.  A  method  a c c o i d i n g   to  Claim  1  wherein  the  body  i s  

heated  in  the  c a r b u r i z i n g   atmosphere  at  a  temperature   of  from  800 

to  900°C  for   a  period  of  from  1  to  2.5  h o u r s .  

3.  A  method  a cco rd ing   to  Claim  1  or  Claim 2  wherein  t h e  

a r t i c l e   is  heated  in  the  c a r b u r i z i n g   atmosphere  at  a  t empera tu re   o f  

about  8150C  f o r  a   per iod  of  about  1  h o u r .  

4.  A  method  a cco rd ing   to  any one  of  Claims  1  to  3  w h e r e -  

in  the  c a r b u r i z i n g   atmosphere  has  a  carbon  p o t e n t i a l   s u f f i c i e n t l y  

high  to  s a t u r a t e   an  i ron  f o i l   of  0.0025  inches  t h i c k n e s s   in  30 

m i n u t e s .  

5.  A  method  accord ing   to  any one  of  Claims  1  to  4  w h e r e -  

in  the  ca rburz ing   atmosphere  is  composed  of  an  endothermic  gas  

c o n t a i n i n g   from  3  to  10%  by  volume  of  me thane .  

6 .  A   method  a c c o r d i n g   to  any  one  of  Claims  1  to  5  w h e r e -  

in  the  body  is  heated  in  the  c a r b u r i z i n g   atmosphere  e f f e c t i v e   t o  

genera te   a  r e t a ined   a u s t e n i t e   d i f f e r e n t i a l   between  the  s u r f a c e  

reg ion   and  the  core  region  of  the  body  of  at  l e a s t   10%. 

7.  A  method  accord ing   to  any  one  of  Claims  1  to  6  w h e r e -  

in  the  body  is  quenched  at  a  rate   such  that   i t s   temperature   f a l l s  

through  the  range  1300-700°F  at  a  ra te   of  at  l eas t   300°F  per  s econd .  

8.  A  method  accord ing   to  any  one  of  Claims  1  to  7  w h e r e -  

in  the  body  is  quenched  by  immersion  in  o i l   at  55°C. 



9.  A  method  accord ing   to  any  one  of  Claims  1  t o  3  

where in  the   body  in  quenched  to  room  t empera tu re   and  a d d i t i o n a l l y  

quenched  in  l iqu id   n i t r o g e n .  

10.  A  method  a cco rd ing   to  any  one  of  Claims  1  to  9 

where in   the  quenching  e s t a b l i s h e s   a  r e s i d u a l   compressive  s t r e s s  

g r a d i e n t   ex t end ing   to  a  depth  of  from  0.007  to  0.03  inches  below 

the  su r face   of  the  body,  the  r e s i d u a l   compressive  s t r e s s   in  t h e  

s u r f a c e   r eg ion   being  from  5  to  40  K s i .  

11.  A  method  accord ing   to  any  one  of  Claims  1  to  10 

where in   the  quenched  body  has  a  d i f f e r e n t i a l   in  hardness  of  a t  

l e a s t   2  Rc  between  i t s   sur face   r eg ion   and  i t s   core  r e g i o n .  

1 2 .  A   method  acco rd ing   to  any  one  of  Claims  1  to  11 

where in   the  volume  f r a c t i o n   of  primary  ca rb ides   at  the  surface  r e -  

gion  of  the  body  e f t e r   quenching  is  at  l e a s t   0 . 1 8 .  

1 3 .   A  method  acco ra ing   to  any  one  of  Claims  1  to  12 

wherein   the  body  is  tempered  a f t e r   quench ing .  

14.  A  method  acco rd ing   to  Claim  13  wherein  the  body  i s  

tempered  at  a  t empera tu re   of  from  100  to  130°C  for  a  period  of  f rom 

1  to  2  h o u r s .  

15.  A  method  acco rd ing   to  Claim  13  or  Claim  14  w h e r e i n  

the  body  is   tempered  at  a  t empera tu re   of  about  150°C  for  a  p e r i o d  

of  about   1.5  h o u r s .  

1 6 .  A   method  acco rd ing   to  any one  of  Claims  1  to  15 

where in   the  high  carbon  s t e e l   comprises  from  0.8  to  1.6%  by  w e i g h t  

of  carbon,   from  0.2  to  5% by  weight  of  chromium,  and  from  0  to  20% 

by  weight   of  a l l o y i n g   i n g r e d i e n t s   se lec ted   from  manganese,  vanad ium,  

molybdenum,  t u n g s t e n   and  s i l i c o n ,   the  remainder  being  i ron  and 

i m p u r i t i e s .  

17.  A  method  acco rd ing   to  Claim  16  wherein  the  h i g h  

carbon  s t ee l   comprises   about  7%  by  weight  of  a l l o y i n g   i n g r e d i e n t s  

and  about  5%  by  weight  of  chromium. 

18.  A  method  accord ing   to  Claim  16  wherein  the  h i g h  



carbon  s tee l   comprises   about  17.5%  by  weight  of  a l l o y i n g   i n g r e d i -  

ents  and  about 4%  by  weight   of  chromium. 

19.  A  method  aocord ing   to  Claim  16  where in   the  h i g h  

carbon  s t e e l   compr ises ,   by  we igh t ,   1%  carbon,   1.5%  chromium, 
0.35%  manganese,  and  0.25%  s i l i c o n ,   the  remainder   be ing   i ron  and 

i m p u r i t i e s .  

20.  A  method  accord ing   to  Claim  16  where in   the  a l l o y i n g  

i n g r e d i e n t s ,   o ther   than  chromium,  are  p r e s e n t   in  an  amount  of  a t  

l e a s t   0 . 5 ;   by  w e i g h t .  

21.  A  method  accord ing   to  Claim  16  where in   the  h i g h  

carbon  s t ee l   comprises   0.75  to  25%  by  weight  of  the  a l l o y i n g  

i n g r e d i e n t s   and  chromium.  

22.  A  method  accord ing   to  any  one  of  Claims  1  to  15 

w h e r e i n   the  high  carbon  s t e e l   is  SAE 52100  s t e e l .  

23.  A  method  according   to  any  one  of  Claims  1  to  22 

wherein  the  body  is  f i n i s h e d   by  g r i n d i n g   to  a  depth  of  less   t h a n  

0.005  i n c h e s .  

24.  A  method  acco rd ing   to  any one  of  Claims  1  to  23 

wherein  the  t r e a t e d   body  has  a  r e t a i n e d   a u s t e n i t e   volume  f r a c t i o n  

of  about  25%  a t  i t s   sur face   r e g i o n .  

25.  A  high  carbon  s tee l   body  t r e a t e d   in  a c c o r d a n c e  

with  a  method  accord ing   to  any one  of  Claims  1  to  24 .  

26.  A  high  carbon  s t e e l   a l loy  body  having  g r a d i e n t s   o f  

compressive  r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s ,   and  at  l e a s t   one  of  a  carbon  g r a d i e n t  

and  hardness   g rad ien t   p roceed ing   from  the  surface   reg ion   of  s a i d  

a r t i c l e   to  i t s   core,   said  a r t i c l e   being  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  a  m i c r o -  

s t r u c t u r e   c o n s i s t i n g   e s s e n t i a l l y   of  tempered  m a r t e n s i t e ,   r e t a i n e d  

a u s t e n i t e   and  a  ca rb ide   phase,   said  a r t i c l c   having  a  chemica l  

con ten t   c o n s i s t i n g   e s s e n t i a l l y   of  0 . 8  -   1.6%  by  weight  of  c a r b o n ,  

0.75  -25%  by  weight  of  a l l o y i n g   i n g r e d i e n t s   i n c l u d i n g   0 . 2  -   5% 

by  weight  of  chromium,  the  remainder   being  e s s e n t i a l l y   i ron ,   s a i d  

a r t i c l e   having  a  compress ive   r e s i d u a l   s t r e s s   l eve l   at  i t s   s u r f a c e  



reg ion   of  at  l e a s t   10,000  ps i ,   and  t e n s i l e   s t r e s s e s   at  the  a r t i c l e  

c o r e , s a i d   a r t i c l e   having  a  hardness  d i f f e r e n t i a l   between  i t s  

su r face   and  core  of  at  l e a s t   2.0  Rc,  and  a  volume  f r a c t i o n   o f  

primary  c a rb ide s   at  i t s   surface   region  of  at  l e a s t   0 . 1 8 .  

27.  A  s t e e l   alloy  body  according  to  Claim  26  which  i s  

f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  a  B10  r o l l i n g   con tac t   f a t i g u e   l i f e   of  a t  

l e a s t   4 .5   m i l l i o n   s t r e s s   cyc les ,   and  a  B50  l i f e   of  et  l eas t   8 . 0  

m i l l i o n   s t r e s s   cycles   with  a  h e r t z i a n   con tac t   s t r e s s   of  729,000  p s i .  

28.  A  s t e e l   a l loy  body  accord ing   to  Claim  26  or  27  i n  

which  the  volume  f r a c t i o n   of  r e t a ined   a u s t e n i t e   is  about  25%  at  t h e  

s u r f a c e .  

29.  A  s t e e l   alloy  body  accord ing   to  any  one  of  Claims 

26  to  28  in  which  the  region  of  said  a r t i c l e   ex tend ing   from  t h e  

su r face   to  0.004  mm  con ta ins   oxides  in  the  g r a i n   boundar ies ,   t h e  

r eg ion   from  0.004  mm -  0.008  mm  is  carbide  d e p l e t e d ,   and  the  r e g i o n  

from  0 . 0 0 8  -   0.1  mm  con ta ins   0.18  volume  f r a c t i o n   of  c a r b i d e s .  

30.  A  s t e e l   a l loy  body  accord ing   to  any  one  of  Cla ims 

26  to  29  which  is  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  r e s i s t a n c e   to  s u b s u r f a c e  

crack  i n i t i a t i o n   at  hard  i n c l u s i o n s   and  the  r e s i s t a n c e   to  s u r f a c e  

i n i t i a t e d   c r a c k i n g   as  a  r e s u l t   of  the  high  compress ive   s t r e s s  

d i s t r i b u t i o n   in  i t s   su r face   r e g i o n .  
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