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(54)  Character  optical  reader. 

(st)  The  image  of  whole  surface  of  a  mail  matter  (12)  is 
roughly  scanned  by  a  first  scanner  (13).  The  position  of 
character  area  of  the  mail  matter  (12)  is  detected  by  the 
image  signals  of  the  first  scanner  (13).  The  image  of  the 
character  area  detected  is  optically  picked  up  by  a  galvano- 
meter  (32)  to  project  to  a  second  scanner  (39)  and  closely scanned  by  the  second  scanner  (39)  and  a  character  recogni- tion  circuit  (40)  serves  to  recognize  characters  in  the 
character  area  by  character  signals  of  the  second  scanner (39). 
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