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@ Method of transporting data to and from semi-automatic ticket-issuing machines on board vehicles, e.g. buses.

@ The invention relates to a method of transporting
data to and from semi-automatic ticket-issuing machines -
on board vehicles, e. g. buses. According to the invention
data to the ticket-issuing machine, e.g. faretables and
other control information, as well as data from the ticket-
issuing machine, e. g. information about tickets sold and
the state and doings of the ticket-issuing machine and/or

the vehicle, are transported by means of one and the

same kind of storage medium.
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Method of transporting data to and from semi-automatic

ticket-issuing machines on board vehicles, e.g. buses.

The present inventicn relates to a method of trans-
porting data to and from semi-automatic ticket-issuing
machines on board vehicles, e.g. buses.

It is known in such semi-automatic ticket-issuing
machines to store faretables and other control information
for the ticket-issuing machines in e.g. electronic memories
on printed circuit boards. Thus, each time the faretables
are changed the memory unit has to be exchanged. This ne-
cessitates manipulation with the ticket-issuing machine
and, thus, specially trained personnel.

It is also known in such semi-automatic ticket-
-issuing machines to register information about tickets
sold and the state and doings of the ticket-issuing machine
and/or the vehicle on a magnetic tape or the like.

The object of the present invention is to simplify
the transportation of data to and from the ticket-issuing
machines at the same time as it is ensured that the vehicles
obtain the data that are intended for them.

This is attained according to the invention in that
data to the ticket-issuing machine, e.g. faretables and
other control information, as well as data from the ticket-
-issuing machine, e.g. information about tickets sold and
the state and doings of the ticket-is;uing-machine and/or
the vehicle, are transported by means of one and the same
kind of storage medium. i

This transportation can be carried out by the normal
operator of the ticket-issuing machine and, thus, does not
require specially trained personnel.

The data transportation method according to the in-
vention will be described more in detail below.

In order to store faretables and other control in-
formation for the ticket-issuing machines in connection
with semi-automatic ticket-issuing machines on board ve-
hicles: e.g. buses, it is suggested according to the pre-

sent invention that a storage medium on which the fare-
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tables and other control information have been centrally
pre-programmed, is applied to the ticket-issuing machines
to be called in by the operator by manual actuation of
the ticket-issuing machine in order to automatically de-
termine the fare. According to the invention it is
suggested that the same kind of storage medium is used
for registering data on boara the vehicle, e.g. inform-
ation about tickets sold and the state and doings of the
ticket-issuing méchine and/or'the vehicle. The reading
and evaluation of the latter data is to be carried out
centrally. | 7

According to the invention each such Storage medium
can be used fér.transporting data to as well as from the
ticket-issuing machines. _

Even if other storage media are possible a magnetic
tape casette will preferably be used.

According to the invention each storage medium is
pre-programmed with data relating to faretables for e.g.
a large number of bus lines within one and the same dis-
trict. In this case the ticket-issuing machines are pro-
vided with a working memory into which only those portions
of the faretables and control information that are rele-
vant to the respective ticket-issuing machine are automatic-
ally read from the storage medium when the medium is app-
lied to the ticket—issuing machine. Hereby, the speed of
locating the fare information relevant to each line will

be increased.
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Claims:-

1. Method of transporting data to and from semi-auto-
matic ticket-issuing machines on board wvehicles, e.g. buses,
characterized in that data to the ticket-issuing machine,
e.g. faretables and other control information, as well as
data from the ticket-issuing machine, e.g. information
about tickets sold and the state and doings of the ticket-
-issuing machine and/or the vehicle, are transported by
means of one and the same kind of storage medium.

2. Method according to claim 1, characterized in that
each specimen of such storage medium is used for transport-
ing data to as well as from the ticket-issuing machines.

3. Method according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in
that a magnetic tape casette is used as storage medium.

4. Method according to any of claims 1-3, character-
ized in that the ticket-issuing machines are provided with
a working memory for storing only those portions of the
faretables and control information on said storage medium

that are relevant to the respective ticket-issuing machine.
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