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Barrel assembly.

A barrel assembly (1) for use for example for brewing
beer in the home comprises a blow-moulded barre! (10} sup- -
ported by a peripheral skirt {11). An inner lip {12) on the skirt
{11) snap-fits into a groove (13) formed in the barrel {10) to
give the barrel (10) peripheral support while a platform por-
tion of the skirt(11) supports the barrel {10) centrally. A lateral
aperture (19} in the skirt (11) co-operates with a lower opening
(18) in the barrel to allow dispensation of beer or other liquid g.
from the barrel. The skirt (11) is recessed to permit two or / { \
more assemblies (1) to be stacked one upon another, ’
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BARREL ASSEMBLY

-

This invention relates to a barrel assembly
comprising a hollow barrel of ﬁlaséics material aﬁd
having at least a lower opening therein facing
substantially radially adjacent the lower end of the

“barrel, and a skift of plastics material for
supporting the barrel.

Barrel asﬁmmims of this type ére known and
are particularly, but not exclusively, useful for
brewing beer or making wine in the home, the barrel
in such cases acting as a pressure vessel while
fermentation takes place. United Kingdom Patent
No. 1437321 shows an example of such a barrel
assembly, but this assembly has the disadvantage of
bad stebility due bartly to the fact that the |
supporting base member engages the hollow body at its
lower end, below the lower opening in the body.

The invention seeks to alleviate this

disadvantage by the combination of one of the barrel
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and skirt having a 1ip formed thereon and
resiliently engageable ip a complementary groove formed
in the other of the barrel and skirt to attach the
skirt to the ?arrel and the skirt having an aperture

therein for cooperation with the lower opening of the

‘barrel to allow emptying of the barrel through the

lower opening and aperture. Thus.the invention has
the advantage that the skirt can engage the barrel
above the lower opening resulting in good stability.

. The inveﬁtion has the further advantage that
the 1ip and groove engagement allows easy attachment
and detachment of skirt and barrel.

Preferably, thé'lip is formed on the skirt
and the groove is formed in the exterior of the
barrel. For convenience, the groove may extend
around the ba?rel in a direction perpendicular to
the axis of the barrel. The plastics material of
the skirt may have sufficient resilience that the
engagement of the 1ip with the groove is a snap-fit.
this having the advantage that the skirt can
exert a good grip on the barrel.

The skirt is preferably substantially
bowl-shaped with a base portion from which a

peripheral wall extends upwardly for interengagement
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3.
with the barrel, this shape allowing convenient blow-

moulding of the skirt. The base portion may be

recessed so fhat one assembly may be stacked on top

" of a second assembly with the base portion of the one

aésembly resting on an upper surface of the barrel'
of the second assembly. If the barrel has an
upper projecting opening, this receé&%base has ther
further advantage of providing clearance for such |
opening in stacking of several barrel assemblies.

The barrél and skirt may be shaped so that
the assembly has a.substantially symmetrical external
shape when the skirt is engaged with the barrel,
giving a good external &dppearance and allowing the
assembly to be given the general appearance of a
traditional beer barrel of wooden staves and iron
hoops. '

The lower end of the barrel may be
substantially rounded in shape, this having the
advantage of easier blow-moulding than a flat or )
recessed end. Such a rounded lower end is further

advantageous in providing better resistance to

- internal pressure such as is caused when brewing

beer or making wine in the barrel.
An embodiment of the invention will now be
described, by way of example, with reference to the

accompanying drawings, in which:
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Flgure 1 is ‘a front elevatlon of a barrel assembly

for brewing beer;
Figure 2 is a sectional view of the assembly of
Figure 1 taken on the plane X-X.

A barrel assembly generally designated 1 comprises

- a barrel 10 and a peripheral supporting skirt 11. The

sklrt 11 and barrel 10 are attached together by means of

an inner lip 12 formed on the skirt 11 and a complementary

: amnﬂargwaeJB:ﬂxﬂedjn the exterior of the barrel. The skirt

-

ll is formed such that the llp 12 has an inner diameter

vhen relaxed slightly less than the outside diameter of

5 the barrel adjacent the groove 13 so as to provide a
~"snap-fit" of the lip 12 and groove 13. The barrel 10

" and skirt 11 are of blow-moulded thermoplastics material

which has sufficient resilience to permit the snap-fit
of the skirt onto the barrel and gives an external

appearance similar to the traditional form of wooden

~barrel with iron hoops.

The barrel 10 has an upper opening 16 the exterior

of which is threaded for closure by a screw-cap 17. The

" barrel 10 also has a lower opening 18 which may be fitted

with an outlet tap (not shown) for dispensing beer or

other liquid from the barrel. &An aperture 19 aligned

with the opening 18 is formed in the skirt 11 to allow the

. outlet tap to project outwardly therethrough.

The skirt 12 oomprises a base portion 20 with a

recess 21 and a platform 22 on Wthh the barrel 10 rests

em e P L T - e  roam,
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5.

in use. One harrel assembly 1 may be stacked on another
by virtue of the recess 21 of the one assembly giving

clearance for the cap 17 of the other assembly, the

weight of the one assembly being transferred by the base

portidn 20 thereof to the upper end of the barrel 10 of

the other assembly. Thus several barrel assemblies may

_be stacked on top'of each other.

A handle may be attached to the upper end of the

'barrel 10 to fa01lltate transport of the barrel manually.

S e . W emmemme s s e e e

A hole may be formed in the centre of the platform

22 with slots in the platform 22 extending radially from

-

An;edvaﬁtage of the assembly.aescribed abeve is that
the skirt provides a rugged support and firm footing for
the barrel. The skirt also protects the lower part of
the barrel from impact.

The barrel and skirt may alternaéiﬁely be formed by

rotation moulding, a process in which a predetermined

. amount of plastic powder is poured into a hollow mould

which is then heated until the plastic melts and then

rotated so that the plastic forms a skin on the inside of

the mould. An advantage of using this rotation moulding

. technique is that a very even wall thickness and surface

finish of moulded article results.

A further alternative for forming the skirt is to

~use the technique of injection moulding.

Tt will be clear that it is not necessary to use the

.same method for forming both skirt and barrel.

"3AD ORIGINAL ﬂ :
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CLAINMS
1. A barrel assembly comprising a hollow barrel of
plastics material and having at least a lower opening
therein facing substantially radially adjacent the lower
end of the barrel, and a skirt of plastics material for

supporting the barrel, characterised by the combination

of one of the barrel and skirt having a 1ip formed thereon

and resiliently engageable in a complementary groove formed

in the other of the barrel and skirt to attach the skirt
to the barrel and the skir% having an aperture therein for
cooperation with the lower opening in the barrel to

allow emptying of the barrel through the lower opening

and aperture.

2. A barrel assembly as claimed in claim 1
characterised in that the 1lip is formed on the skirt and

the groove is formed in the exterior of the .barrel.

3. A barrel assembly as-claimed in claim 2
characterised in that the groove extends around the barrel

in a direction perpendiuclar to the axis of the barrel.

4. A barrel assembly as claimed in any preceding
claim characterised in that the skirt is formed of
resilient material such that the engagement of the lip

with the groove is a snap-fit.
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5. A barrel assembly as claimed. in any preceding

claim characterised in that the skirt is substantially
bowl-shaped, having a base portion from which a

peripheral wall extends upwardly for interengagement with

the barrel.

6. A barrel assembly as claimed in claim 5
characterised in that the base portion of the skirt is
recessed so that one assembly may be stacked on top of a
second assemﬁly with the base portion of the one assembly

resting on an upper surface of the bérrel of the second

assembly.

7. A barrel assembly as claimed in any preceding
claim characterised in that the barrel and skirt are
shaped so that the assembly has a substantially symmetrical

external shape when the skirt is engaged with the barrel.

8. A barrel assembly. as claimed in any preceding
claim characterised in that a lower end of the barrel is

substantiaily rounded in shape-.
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