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@  Ironing  board  covers. 

A  cover  for  an  ironing  board  comprises  a  fabric  layer  me- 
tallised  on  one  face  and  covered  over  the  other  face  by  a  layer 
of  resilient  foam  material  about  3  mm  thick.  The  exposed  sur- 
face  of  the  foam  is  covered  by  a  hot  melt  adhesive.  The  cover  is 
placed  with  the  adhesive  adjacent  the  board  and  bonded  to  the 
board  by  the  application  of  heat  and  pressure  by,  for  example, 
a  hand  held  domestic  iron,  applied  to  the  metallised  face. 



The  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   i r o n i n g   b o a r d   c o v e r s   a n d  

to   m e t h o d s   of  c o v e r i n g   i r o n i n g   b o a r d s .  

I r o n i n g   b o a r d s   c o m p r i s e   r i g i d   s u r f a c e s   of  w o o d ,  

or  m e t a l   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  f a b r i c   c o v e r   to   p r o v i d e   a  c l e a n  

s m o o t h   s u r f a c e .   S u i t a b l e   c o v e r s   a r e   o f t e n   i n h e r e n t l y   h e a t  

r e f l e c t i v e   or  c o a t e d   w i t h   h e a t   r e f l e c t i v e   m a t e r i a l .   T h e  

c o v e r s   may  a l s o   be  s p r i n g y   to   some  e x t e n t   or  be  p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   foam  b a c k i n g .   C o v e r s   n o r m a l l y   h a v e   to   be  r e p l a c e d  

f r o m   t i m e   to   t i m e   due  to  wea r   o r  d a m a g e   so  i r o n i n g   b o a r d  

c o v e r s   a r e   p r e f e r a b l y   r e a d i l y   r e p l a c e a b l e .   T h i s   i n t r o d u c e s  

t h e   p r o b l e m   of  p r o v i d i n g   r e l e a s a b l e   a t t a c h i n g   a r r a n g e m e n t s  

f o r   t h e   c o v e r .   B e c a u s e   t h e   i r o n i n g   b o a r d s   a r e   u s u a l l y  

an  i r r e g u l a r   s h a p e   and  t h e r e   a r e   v e r y   many  d i f f e r e n t   s i z e s  

and  s h a p e s   on  t h e   m a r k e t ,   r e p l a c e m e n t   of  c o v e r s   has   p r o v e d  

d i f f i c u l t   o v e r   many  y e a r s .  

A c c o r d i n g   to   one  a s p e c t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e r e   i s  

p r o v i d e d   a  c o v e r   f o r   an  i r o n i n g   b o a r d   c o m p r i s i n g   a  f o a m  

b a c k e d   f a b r i c   and  a  l a y e r   of  a d h e s i v e   on  t h e   l o w e r   s u r f a c e  

of  s a i d   f o a m ,   a r r a n g e d   s u c h   t h a t   on  a p p l i c a t i o n   of  h e a t  

and  p r e s s u r e   to  s a i d   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   t h e   a d h e s i v e   b o n d s   t h e  

c o v e r   to   t h e   i r o n i n g   b o a r d .  

A c c o r d i n g   to   a n o t h e r   a s p e c t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e r e  

i s   p r o v i d e d   a  m e t h o d   of  a t t a c h i n g   a  c o v e r ,   c o m p r i s i n g   a  



foam  b a c k e d   f a b r i c ,   to   an  i r o n i n g   b o a r d ,   c o m p r i s i n g   a p p l y i n g  

an  a d h e s i v e   to   s a i d   foam  b a c k i n g ,   p l a c i n g   t h e   c o v e r   on  t h e  

b o a r d ,   and   a p p l y i n g   h e a t   and  p r e s s u r e   to   b i n d   t h e   c o v e r   t o  

t h e   b o a r d .  

An  i r o n i n g   b o a r d   c o v e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

and  m e t h o d   of   a t t a c h i n g   a  c o v e r   to   an  i r o n i n g   b o a r d   w i l l   n o w  

be  d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  of  e x a m p l e .  

The  c o v e r   c o m p r i s e s   a  foam  b a c k e d   f a b r i c   w h i c h   i s  

c o a t e d   on  i t s   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   w i t h   h e a t   r e f l e c t i v e   m a t e r i a l .  

T h i s   m a t e r i a l   may  be  NITEX  ( T r a d e   Mark)   w h i c h   i s   a  m e t a l -  

l i s e d   100%  r a y o n   f a b r i c   to   w h i c h   p o l y e t h e r f o a m ,   a b o u t   3  mm 

t h i c k ,   i s   a p p l i e d   by  a  h e a t   l a m i n a t i o n   p r o c e s s .   A l t e r n a -  

t i v e l y   t h e   m a t e r i a l   may  be  MILIUM  ( T r a d e   Mark)   w h i c h   i s  

a  m e t a l l i s e d   100%  c o t t o n   c a l i c o   f a b r i c   to  w h i c h   p o l y e s t e r  

f o a m ,   a l s o   a b o u t   3  mm  t h i c k ,   i s   l a m i n a t e d .   An  e t h y l e n e  

v i n y l   a c e t a t e   b a s e   h o t   m e l t   a d h e s i v e   is   s p r a y e d   o n t o   t h e  

e x p o s e d   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   r e s i l i e n t   foam  l a y e r .   The  a d h e s i v e  

i s   n o n - t a c k y   a t   a m b i e n t   t e m p e r a t u r e s   b u t   s e r v e s   to   bond   t h e  

c o v e r   to   t h e   i r o n i n g   b o a r d   on  a p p l i c a t i o n   of  d r y   h e a t  

and  p r e s s u r e .  
The  m e t h o d   of  c o v e r i n g   an  i r o n i n g   b o a r d   i s   a s  

f o l l o w s :  

An  i r o n i n g   b o a r d   is   n o r m a l l y   s u p p l i e d   i n i t i a l l y   w i t h  

a  t a i l o r - m a d e   f a b r i c   c o v e r   on  t o p   of  a  m e t a l   s u r f a c e .   A n y  
o t h e r   c o v e r s   a r e   s t r i p p e d   o f f   t h e   b o a r d   l e a v i n g   t h e   t a i l o r -  

made  c o v e r   in  s i t u .   I f   t h e r e   i s   no  t a i l o r - m a d e   c o v e r ,  
t h e   b o a r d   i s   s t r i p p e d   c o m p l e t e l y   to   e x p o s e   i t s   m e t a l   s u r f a c e .  

Any  m e t a l   s t r i p   s u r r o u n d   or  o t h e r   s i m i l a r   f a s t e n i n g   m e a n s  
i s   r e m o v e d .  

A  p i e c e   of  t h e   new  c o v e r   i s   p l a c e d   o v e r   t h e   f u l l  

i r o n i n g   s u r f a c e   and  i t s   e d g e s   t r i m m e d   to  l e a v e   a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
7  cm  s u r p l u s   a l l   r o u n d   t h e   i r o n i n g   s u r f a c e .   A  d r y   h o t  

i r o n   i s   a p p l i e d   to   t h e   new  c o v e r   and  p r e s s u r e d   f i r m l y   d o w n  

a g a i n s t   t h e   b o a r d   ( g e n e r a l l y   in  t h e   m a n n e r   u s e d   to   p r e s s  

h e a v y   g a u g e   m a t e r i a l ) .   The  new  c o v e r   i s   i n i t i a l l y   h e l d  

f i r m l y   in   p o s i t i o n   as  t h e   p r e s s i n g   s t a r t s .  

The  i r o n i n g   b o a r d   i s   t h e n   t u r n e d   on  i t s   s i d e   a n d  

t h e   c o v e r   m o u l d e d   a r o u n d   t h e   e d g e s   of  t h e   i r o n i n g   b o a r d  



w i t h   t h e   i r o n .   The  b o a r d   i s  t h e n   u p t u r n e d   and  t h e   n e w  

c o v e r   " i r o n e d "   a g a i n s t   t h e   u n d e r s i d e   of  t h e   i r o n i n g   b o a r d .  

Any  s u r p l u s   c o v e r   m a t e r i a l   n o t   b o n d e d   to   t h e   b o a r d   may  t h e n  

be  t r i m m e d   o f f .   The  m e t a l   s t r i p   s u r r o u n d   or  s i m i l a r ,   i f  

a n y ,   i s   t h e n   r e p l a c e d .  

A p a r t   f r o m   t h e   s i m p l i c i t y   of  a t t a c h i n g   t h e   new  c o v e r  

by  h e a t   b o n d i n g   a n o t h e r   s i g n i f i c a n t   a d v a n t a g e   of  t h e   n e w  

c o v e r   and  t h e   m e t h o d   of  f i x i n g   i t   i s   t h a t   new  c o v e r s   can   b e  

p r o v i d e d   w h i c h   c an   be  f i t t e d   to  any  s i z e   and  s h a p e   o f  

i r o n i n g   b o a r d .   In  t h e   p a s t   e a c h   s i z e   and  s h a p e   of  b o a r d  
, 

r e q u i r e d   a  s p e c i a l l y   p r e p a r e d   and  s h a p e d   r e p l a c e m e n t   c o v e r  

to  be  a v a i l a b l e   w h i c h   c a u s e d   e x c e s s i v e   v a r i e d   s t o c k s   t o  

be  r e q u i r e d   and  c o n s i d e r a b l e   f r u s t r a t i o n   by  o r d e r i n g   o r  

o b t a i n i n g   i n c o r r e c t   s i z e d   and  s h a p e d   r e p l a c e m e n t   c o v e r s .  

I t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   may  b e  

c a r r i e d   o u t   w i t h   c o v e r s   in  w h i c h   t h e   foam  b a c k i n g   is   f i x e d  

to  t h e   f a b r i c   by  a d h e s i v e   or  by  o t h e r   means   s u c h   a s  

s t i t c h i n g .  

F u r t h e r ,   t h e   f a b r i c   may  n o t   n e c e s s a r i l y   be  p r o v i d e d  

as  h e a t   r e f l e c t i v e   m a t e r i a l   or  w i t h   a  h e a t   r e f l e c t i v e  

s u r f a c e .  

In  a  l a u n d r y   or  f o r   c o m m e r c i a l   i r o n i n g   b o a r d s ,   t h e  

c o v e r  m a y   be  b o n d e d   to   t h e   t o p   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   b o a r d   or  i t s  

c o v e r   by  a  c o m m e r c i a l   i r o n   w h i c h   is  p r e s s e d   down  f i r m l y  

o v e r   t h e   w h o l e   s u r f a c e   a t   o n c e ,   t h e   c o m m e r c i a l   i r o n   b e i n g  

in  s i t u   and  u s e d   o t h e r w i s e   f o r   n o r m a l   m a t e r i a l   p r e s s i n g  

p r o c e d u r e s .  

F u r t h e r ,   w h e r e a s   as  i t   has   b e e n   m e n t i o n e d   t h a t   a l l  

c o v e r s   a r e ' n o r m a l l y   r e m o v e d ,   a  new  c o v e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   may  be  a d d e d   on  t o p   of  a  u s e d   c o v e r   i f  

d e s i r e d   and  b o n d e d   to   t h a t   u s e d   c o v e r   by  t h e   m e t h o d  

d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e .   In  t h i s   c o n t e x t   i t   has   b e e n   f o u n d ,  

f o r   e x a m p l e ,   t h a t   f o u r   c o v e r s   may  be  a d d e d   w i t h   s a t i s f a c t o r y  

r e s u l t s .  

W h e r e a s   in  t h e   d e s c r i b e d   e m b o d i m e n t ,   a  m e t a l   b o a r d  

is   u s e d ,   t h e   b o a r d   may  be  made  of  w o o d .  



1.  A  c o v e r   f o r   an  i r o n i n g   b o a r d   c o m p r i s i n g   a  f o a m  

b a c k e d   f a b r i c   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  a  l a y e r   of   a d h e s i v e   on  t h e  

l o w e r   s u r f a c e   of  s a i d   f o a m ,   s u c h   t h a t   a p p l i c a t i o n   of  h e a t  

and  p r e s s u r e   to   s a i d   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   c a u s e s   t h e   c o v e r   t o  

bond  to  t h e   i r o n i n g   b o a r d .  

2.  A  c o v e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

s a i d   f a b r i c   i s   a  h e a t   r e f l e c t i v e   f a b r i c   or  a  f a b r i c   c o a t e d  

on  i t s   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   w i t h   h e a t   r e f l e c t i v e   m a t e r i a l .  

3.  A  c o v e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1  or  2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s a i d   foam  b a c k i n g   i s   b o n d e d   to   s a i d   f a b r i c   b y  

a d h e s i v e .  

4.  A  m e t h o d   of  a t t a c h i n g   a  c o v e r ,   c o m p r i s i n g   a  f o a m  

b a c k e d   f a b r i c ,   to  an  i r o n i n g   b o a r d ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   b y  

a p p l y i n g   an  a d h e s i v e   to   s a i d   foam  b a c k i n g ,   p l a c i n g   t h e  

c o v e r   on  t h e   b o a r d ,   and  a p p l y i n g   h e a t   and  p r e s s u r e   t o  

bond  t h e   c o v e r   to   t h e   b o a r d .  

5.  A  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   4,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  t h a t  

s a i d   h e a t   and  p r e s s u r e   a r e   a p p l i e d   by  a  h a n d   h e l d   d o m e s t i c  

i r o n .  

6.  An  i r o n i n g   b o a r d   h a v i n g   a  foam  b a c k e d   h e a t   r e f l e c t i v e  

c o a t e d   f a b r i c   c o v e r   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   an  a d h e s i v e   o n  

i t s   l o w e r   s u r f a c e   has   b e e n   b o n d e d   to   t h e   b o a r d   by  a p p l i c a -  

t i o n   of  h e a t   and  p r e s s u r e .  
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