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neciprocaung  exiernai-comoustion  engine  and  method  of  operating  the  same. 

o/j  n  reciprocating  external  combustion  engine  wherein 
snergy  is  transfered  to  air  acting  as  a  working  gas  by 
njection  into  the  air  of  liquid  water  at  a  high  temperature 
and  pressure.  The  liquid  water  is  injected  either  directly  into 
tie  cylinder  or  into  a  preliminary  mixing  chamber.  The 
water  acts  as  a  heat-transfer  medium  for  heating  the  air. 
spontaneous  vaporization  of  the  liquid  water  on  injection 
ncreases  the  pressure  of  the  air  which  drives  the  piston 
5efore  being  exhausted.  The  exhaust  water  is  recovered 
ind  recycled.  The  cylinder  is  scavenged  and  refilled  with  a 
resh  charge  of  air. 
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