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A  botanical  display  device  and  a  botanical  display. 

@  The  invention  provides  a  botanical  display  device  which 
comprises  a  tube  (12)  of  transparent  synthetic  material  such 
as  polyvinylchloride  enclosed  in  a  mesh  work  sock  (14)  which 
extends  across  the  bottom  of  the  tube  to  provide  a  support  for 
a  plant  (10)  placed  in  the  tube,  the  sock  being  drawn  together 
above  the  top  end  of  the  tube.  Besides  providing  an  adequate 
environment  in  which  the  plant  can  live  whilst  on  display,  the 
display  device  is  also  aesthetically  attractive. 
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The  invention  provides  a  botanical  display  device  which 
comprises  a  tube  (12)  of  transparent  synthetic  material  such 
as  polyvinylchloride  enclosed  in  a  mesh  work  sock  (14)  which 
extends  across  the  bottom  of  the  tube  to  provide  a  support  for 
a  plant  (10)  placed  in  the  tube,  the  sock  being  drawn  together 
above  the  top  end  of  the  tube.  Besides  providing  an  adequate 
environment  in  which  the  plant  can  live  whilst  on  display,  t h e  
display  device  is  also  aesthetically  attractive. 



The  i n v e n t i o n   is  c o n c e r n e d   w i th   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e s   f o r  

p l a n t s ,   e s p e c i a l l y   pot  p l a n t s   or  s h r u b s .   An  a p p l i c a t i o n  
of  the  d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   is  in   the   m a r k e t i n g   of  p l a n t s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y   in  s u p e r m a r k e t s ,   g e n e r a l   s t o r e s   and  g a r d e n  
c e n t r e s .   Smal l   s h r u b s   are  some t imes   p l a c e d ,   wi th   t h e i r  
r o o t s   in   the   compost   in  which  t hey   have  grown,  i n s i d e  

t r a n s p a r e n t   p l a s t i c s   b a g s ,   the  mouths  of  the  bags  b e i n g  
c l o s e d ,   and  t h e n   put  on  d i s p l a y   f o r   s e l l i n g   p u r p o s e s   i n  

t h a t   c o n d i t i o n .   There  are  s e v e r a l   d rawbacks   to  t h i s ,   one  
of  which  is  t h a t   the   p l a n t s   t h e m s e l v e s   are  not  r e a d i l y  

v i s i b l e ,   nor   are  they   d i s p l a y e d   to  a d v a n t a g e .  
A c c o r d i n g   to  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   a  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y  

d e v i c e   c o m p r i s e s   a  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g   tube   of  t r a n s p a r e n t  

s y n t h e t i c   m a t e r i a l   e n c l o s e d   in   a  meshwork  sock  which  f o r m s  

a  bo t tom  p e r f o r a t e d   s u p p o r t   at  the   lower   end  of  the  t u b e  

f o r   a  p l a n t   p l a c e d   in  the  t u b e ,   the   meshwork  sock  b e i n g  
s t r e t c h e d   over   the  o u t s i d e   of  the  tube   to  p r o v i d e   a  
d e c o r a t i v e   e f f e c t .   P r e f e r a b l y   the  top  end  of  the  m e s h w o r k  
sock  is  drawn  i n t o   a  bunch  above  the  top  end  of  the  t u b e  

to  p r o v i d e   a  p e r f o r a t e d   top  c l o s u r e  f o r   the  d i s p l a y   d e v i c e .  
I t   is  f u r t h e r   p r e f e r r e d   t h a t   the  drawn  t o g e t h e r   p a r t   of  t h e  
sock  is  s u f f i c i e n t   to  p r o v i d e   an  e f f e c t i v e   hand  g r i p   f o r  

c a r r y i n g   the  d i s p l a y   d e v i c e .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the  sock  is  formed  of  a  net   f a b r i c .   I t  

is  f u r t h e r   p r e f e r r e d   t h a t   the  t r a n s p a r e n t   tube   is  of  c i r c u l a r  
c r o s s - s e c t i o n ,   a l t h o u g h   i t   is  to  be  u n d e r s t o o d ,   t h a t   t h e  

e x p r e s s i o n   " t u b e "   is  not   i n t e n d e d   to  be  r e s t r i c t e d   t o  

c y l i n d r i c a l  a r t i c l e s .   For  example ,   the  tube   cou ld   be  o f  

s q u a r e   or  h e x a g o n a l   c r o s s - s e c t i o n .  



A c c o r d i n g   to  a  p r e f e r r e d   f e a t u r e   of  the   i n v e n t i o n  

a  p l a n t ,   the   r o o t s   of  which  a re   in   a  b l o c k   of  compost   i n  
which  the  p l a n t   was  grown,  is  p l a c e d   i n s i d e   the   t r a n s p a r e n t  
tube   so  t h a t   the   compost  b l o c k   r e s t s   on  the   s u p p o r t  

p r o v i d e d   by  the  lower   end  of  the   sock .   ' In  the  p r e f e r r e d  
a r r a n g e m e n t   the   b l o c k   of  compost   is  c o n t a i n e d   in   a n  

o p e n - t o p p e d   p l a s t i c s   bag,   which  is   p r e f e r a b l y  a   s l i d i n g   f i t  
w i t h i n   the  t r a n s p a r e n t   t u b e .   I f   the   p l a s t i c s   bag  is  e m p l o y e d ,  
i t   p r e f e r a b l y   has  p e r f o r a t i o n s   in   i t s   b o t t o m   f o r   i r r i g a t i o n  

p u r p o s e s .   I t   is  f u r t h e r   p r e f e r r e d   t h a t   the   compost   b l o c k  
and  the  bag  in   which  i t , f i t s ,   i f   such  a  bag  is  p r o v i d e d  
p r o t r u d e s   below  the  bo t tom  of  the  t r a n s p a r e n t   t u b e ,   s o  
t h a t   when  the   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   is  p l a c e d   in  a  t r a y   c o n t a i n i n g  
w a t e r ,   the   l ower   end  of  the  compost   b l o c k   w i l l   be  in   c o n t a c t  
w i th   the  w a t e r .  

A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   which   i n c l u d e s   a  d i s p l a y  
d e v i c e   in   a c c o r d a n c e   wi th   the   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  b e  

d e s c r i b e d   by  way  of  example   on ly ,   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e  

a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g ,   which  is   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  t h e  

d i s p l a y .  
The  i n t e n d e d   p u r p o s e   o f  t h i s   d i s p l a y   i s   the   s e l l i n g  

of  s m a l l   p l a n t s   and  s h r u b s ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   in   s u p e r m a r k e t s ,  
g e n e r a l   s t o r e s   and  ga rden   c e n t r e s .   I t   is  d e s i r a b l e   f o r  
t h i s   p u r p o s e   t h a t   the  p l a n t   s h a l l   be  r e a d i l y   v i s i b l e   i n  

i t s   n a t u r a l   g rowing   a t t i t u d e ,   but   at  the   same  t ime  i t   i s  
a l s o   d e s i r a b l e   t h a t   the  p u r c h a s e r   s h a l l   be  ab l e   to  h a n d l e  

the   p l a n t   e a s i l y .   ( S u p e r m a r k e t   c u s t o m e r s   are  g e n e r a l l y   u s e d  

to  b e i n g   a b l e   to  l i f t   an  a r t i c l e   to  be  p u r c h a s e d   from  a n  

open  s h e l f ,   and  s imp ly   p l a c e   i t   in   a  s h o p p i n g   t r o l l e y . )  

T r a d i t i o n a l   methods   of  d i s p l a y i n g   p l a n t s   i n  p o t s   or  t r a y s  

are   not   s u i t e d   to  s u p e r m a r k e t   o p e r a t i o n s .   On  the  o t h e r  

hand  when  a  p l a n t   is  s imp ly   p l a c e d   in  a  p l a s t i c s   bag,   t h e  
mouth  of  which  is  drawn  t o g e t h e r ,   i t   is  c o n s t r i c t e d   a n d  

c e r t a i n l y   not   d i s p l a y e d   to  any  a d v a n t a g e .  



For  the  p u r p o s e   of  the  p r e s e n t   example ,   i t   i s  

s u p p o s e d   t h a t   a  s m a l l   sh rub   10  has  to  be  d i s p l a y e d .   A 

d i s p l a y - d e v i c e   f o r   t h i s   sh rub   e s s e n t i a l l y   c o m p r i s e s   a n  

open  t opped   p l a s t i c s   bag  11,  a  c y l i n d r i c a l   t u b e ' 1 2   and  a  

p e r f o r a t e d   sock  14.  The  r o o t s   of  the  sh rub   10  are   s u r r o u n d e d  

by  a  c y l i n d r i c a l   cbmpost   b l o c k   13,  which  is  c o n t a i n e d   in   t h e  

b l a c k   p o l y e t h y l e n e   bag  11.  This  k i n d  o f   p l a s t i c s   bag  i s  

f r e q u e n t l y   used   f o r   c o n t a i n i n g   compost  b l o c k s   when  p l a n t s  

a r e  d i s p l a y e d   w i t h o u t   p r o t e c t i v e   c o v e r i n g .   The  base   of  t h e  

bag  11  is  p e r f o r a t e d .   The  tube   12  is  c o n s t r u c t e d   from  a  
s h e e t   of  250  m i c r o n   c l e a r   p o l y v i n y l c h l o r i d e   and  the   t w o  

o p p o s i t e   v e r t i c a l   edges  of  the  s h e e t   are  formed  w i t h  

i n t e r l o c k i n g   f o r m a t i o n s   (no t   shown)  whereby  a  v e r t i c a l  

j o i n t   can  be  f o r m e d .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   the  two  o p p o s i t e  
v e r t i c a l   edges  of  the   s h e e t   may  be  s e c u r e d   t o g e t h e r   by  s t a p l e s  

or  by  use  of  an  a d h e s i v e .   The  tube   12  is  l a r g e   e n o u g h  
f o r  t h e   sh rup   10  to  grow  n a t u r a l l y   i n s i d e   i t   as  i l l u s t r a t e d .  

In  o t h e r   words ,   the  d i m e n s i o n s   of  the   tube   are  such  t h a t  

when  the  s h r u b   is  p l a c e d   in  i t ,   the  sh rub   is  not   c o n s t r i c t e d  

to  any  s u b s t a n t i a l   e x t e n t .   The  tube  is  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g ,  

open  a t  b o t h   top   and  bo t tom  ends ,   and  c o m p l e t e l y . t r a n s p a r e n t .  
As  shown  in  the  d r a w i n g ,   the   bag  11  c o n t a i n i n g   the   s h r u b   1 0  

is  p o s i t i o n e d   in   the  lower   end  of  the  tube   12.  In  f a c t ,   t h e  

bag  11  is  a  s l i d i n g   f i t  i n   the  tube   12  so  t h a t   i t   is  e a s i l y  
f i t t e d   i n t o   the   tube   and  p r e s e n t s   a  n e a t   a p p e a r a n c e   when  i n  

p o s i t i o n .  
The  sock   14  is  made  of  ny lon   n e t t i n g   which  can  b e  

s t r e t c h e d ,   and  the   tube   14  is  p l a c e d   w i t h i n   the  s o c k .   The 

c o n s t r u c t i o n   of  the  sock  is  such  t h a t   i t   is  s t r e t c h e d   o v e r  
the  c y l i n d r i c a l  w a l l   of  the  tube   12,  thus   p r o v i d i n g   t h e  

d i a m o n d - s h a p e d   p a t t e r n   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   a l l  o v e r   the   o u t s i d e  

of  the  t u b e .   The  p a t t e r n i n g   of  the  tube   by  the  s t r e t c h e d  

n e t t i n g   g r e a t l y   enhances   the  a e s t h e t i c   a t t r a c t i o n   of  t h e  

d i s p l a y   in  a  manner   which  c a n n o t   be  r e a d i l y   e x p l a i n e d  

l o g i c a l l y .   P e r h a p s   t h e r e   is  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l   c l a s h  

p r o d u c i n g   a  j a r r i n g   e f f e c t   on  the  o b s e r v e r ,   b e t w e e n   t h e  



" n a t u r a l "   as  r e p r e s e n t e d   by  the  g r o w i n g   p l a n t   and  t h e  
" s y n t h e t i c "   as  r e p r e s e n t e d   by  the   p u r e l y ,  t r a n s p a r e n t  

p l a s t i c s - t u b e ,   and  t h i s   c l a s h   i s   g r e a t l y   muted  by  the  e f f e c t  
of  the  n e t t i n g .   In  any  e v e n t ,   the   e n h a n c e m e n t   in   t h e  

a p p e a r a n c e   of  the   d i s p l a y   p r o d u c e d   by  the  s t r e t c h e d  

n e t t i n g   is   ve ry   m a r k e d .  
The  sock   14  a l s o   p r o v i d e s   a  p e r f o r a t e d   c l o s u r e   o r  

s u p p o r t   16  a c r o s s   the  open  b o t t o m   of  the   t u b e .   When  the   t u b e  
is   f o r c e d   i n t o   the  bag,   the   bag  is   not   s t r e t c h e d   t a u t   a c r o s s  
the   bo t tom  of  the  t u b e ,   and  a  l e n g t h   of  the   sock  is  l e f t   f r e e  
above  the  top   end  of  the  tube   12.  B e f o r e   the  sh rub   is  p l a c e d  
in  the  d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   t h e r e f o r e ,   the  l a t t e r   can  be  s a i d   to  c o m p r i s e  
a  ne t   sock  c l o s e d   at  one  end  and  open  at  the   o t h e r ,   w i th   t h e  

p l a s t i c s   tube   f i t t e d   i n t o   the  sock   and  s t r e t c h i n g   t h a t   p a r t  
of  the   sock   which  l i e s   a round   t h e  t u b e .  

When  the   sh rub   10,  w i th   i t s   b l o c k   13  of  compost   a n d  
the   p o l y e t h y l e n e   bag  11  is  p l a c e d   in   the   tube   12  t h r o u g h   t h e  

open  top  end  t h e r e o f ,   b e c a u s e   the   l ower   s u p p o r t   p o r t i o n - 1 6  
of  the   sock  14  is  not  s t r e t c h e d   t a u t   a c r o s s   the  l o w e r  
end  of  the  t ube   12,  the   bag  11  and  compost   b l o c k   13  p r o t r u d e s  

s l i g h t l y   below  the  lower   end  of  the   t ube   12  as  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  
b e i n g   s u p p o r t e d   t h e r e   by  the  t h e n   s t r e t c h e d   l ower   end  p o r t i o n  
of  the   s a c k .  

The  p a r t   of  the  sack  14  p r o t r u d i n g   above  the  top  e n d  

of  the   tube   12,  is  t h e n   drawn  t o g e t h e r   and  a  c l i p   or  e l a s t i c  
band  20  a p p l i e d   a round  t h e  g a t h e r e d - t o g e t h e r   p o r t i o n   o f  

the  s a c k .   This  has  the  e f f e c t   of  s t r e t c h i n g   p a r t   of  the   s a c k  

a c r o s s   the  top  end  of  the  tube   12,  to  p r o v i d e   a  p e r f o r a t e d  
c l o s u r e   22.  There  is  a l s o   p r o v i d e d   a  s h o r t   buhched  l e n g t h  
24  of  the  sack   which  can  be  used   as  a  hand  g r i p   f o r   the  e n t i r e  

d i s p l a y .  
P l a n t i n g   and  c u l t i v a t i o n   i n s t r u c t i o n s   may  be  p r i n t e d  

on  the  p o l y e t h y l e n e   bag  11  as  i n d i c a t e d   at  18,  and  t h e s e   w i l l  

be  c l e a r l y   v i s i b l e   t h r o u g h   the   t ube   12.  S ince   the  sock   14  

is   made  of  f i n e   t h r e a d ,   i t   p r e s e n t s   no  a p p r e c i a b l e   i m p e d i m e n t  



to  r e a d i n g   the  i n s t r u c t i o n s .   Also ,   a  l a b e l   25  may  be  i n s e r t e d  
b e t w e e n   the  o u t s i d e   of  the  t r a n s p a r e n t   tube   12  and  the  sock  1 4 .  
The  s o c k .  t h e r e f o r e   p r o v i d e s   a  c o n v e n i e n t   method  of  r e t a i n i n g  
the  l a b e l   in   p o s i t i o n   on  the  t u b e .   The  l a b e l   18  

may  b e a r   an  i l l u s t r a t i o n   of  the  p l a n t   when  in  f l o w e r   or  f r u i t   a n d  
i t   may  a l s o   b e a r   a d d i t i o n a l   d e s c r i p t i v e   a n d / o r   a d v e r t i s i n g   m a t t e r .  

A  s e r i e s   of  d i s p l a y s   such  as  t h a t   i l l u s t r a t e d   i n  
the   d r a w i n g ,   can  be  p l a c e d   in   a  s h a l l o w   t r a y   c o n t a i n i n g  

w a t e r ,   on  the  s h e l f   of  a  s u p e r m a r k e t   or  the  l i k e .   B e c a u s e -  
the   compost   b l o c k   13  w i l l   be  in   c o n t a c t   w i th   the  w a t e r   t h r o u g h  
the  p e r f o r a t e d   bo t tom  wa l l   of  the  bag  11,  and  the  l o w e r  

p o r t i o n   16  of  the   sock   does  not   p r e v e n t   t h i s ,   the   p l a n t  
is   ab le   to  r e c e i v e   a  m o i s t u r e   s u p p l y ,   so  long  as  i t   i s  

on  d i s p l a y .   A l s o ,   w h i l s t   the   top  end  of  the  tube   i s  

e f f e c t i v e l y   c l o s e d ,   so  t h a t   i t   is  not   p o s s i b l e   f o r  

anyone  to  i n t e r f e r e   w i th   the  p l a n t ,   t h e r e   is  a d e q u a t e  
v e n t i l a t i o n   t h r o u g h   the  p e r f o r a t e d   top  22  of  the  d i s p l a y .  

Hence,   the   p l a n t   is  ab le   to  c o n t i n u e   to  grow  n a t u r a l l y  
w h i l s t   in   the  d i s p l a y   d e v i c e ,   and  b e c a u s e   i t   is  n o t  

c o n s t r i c t e d   to  any  s u b s t a n t i a l   e x t e n t  b y   the  d i s p l a y  
d e v i c e ,   i t   is   shown  to  the  b e s t   p o s s i b l e   a d v a n t a g e   t o  

p o t e n t i a l   c u s t o m e r s .   M o r e o v e r ,   i f   someone  d e c i d e s   t o  

p u r c h a s e   the  p l a n t ,   i t   is  a  s imp le   m a t t e r   to  l i f t   t h e  
e n t i r e   d i s p l a y   by  means  of  the   hand  grip  24,  and  t h e  

d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   p r o t e c t s   the   sh rub   10  d u r i n g   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  
I t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d ,   t h a t   the  tube   12,  need  n o t  

be  made  in   the  m a t e r i a l   which   has  been  s p e c i f i e d   a b o v e .  
For  example ,   i t   migh t   be  p o s s i b l e   to  make  the  tube   i n  

r i g i d   p o l y v i n y l c h l o r i d e   of  150  mic ron   t h i c k n e s s .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   the  tube   cou ld   be  made  in  any  o t h e r  

t r a n s p a r e n t   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l .   E q u a l l y ,   the  sock  14  n e e d  

not  n e c e s s a r i l y   be  made  in  n y l o n ,   though   c l e a r l y   i t   s h o u l d  

p r e f e r a b l y   be  made  in  a  m a t e r i a l   which  is  m o i s t u r e   r e s i s t a n t .  



The  i n v e n t i o n   a l s o   b r o a d l y   c o m p r i s e s   the  d i s p l a y  
of  a  g rowing   p l a n t   in  a  t r a n s p a r e n t   c o n t a i n e r ,   w i th   a  
ne t   s t r e t c h e d   a round   the  o u t s i d e   of  the   c o n t a i n e r .  



1.  A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e  c o m p r i s i n g   a  s e l f -  

s u s t a i n i n g   tube   of  t r a n s p a r e n t   s y n t h e t i c   m a t e r i a l   e n c l o s e d  

in  a  meshwork  s o c k ' w h i c h   forms  a  bo t tom  p e r f o r a t e d   s u p p o r t  
at  the   l ower ,  end   o f  t h e   t ube   f o r   a  p l a n t   p l a c e d   in   the   t u b e ,  
t h e  m e s h w o r k   sock   b e i n g   s t r e t c h e d   over  the  o u t s i d e   of  t h e  

tube   to  p r o v i d e   a  d e c o r a t i v e   e f f e c t .  

2.  A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   as  c l a i m e d   in  Claim  1 ,  
i n   which  the  top  end  of  the   n e t w o r k   sock   is  drawn  i n t o   a  

bunch  above  the  top  end  of  the  tube   to  p r o v i d e   a  p e r f o r a t e d  

top  c l o s u r e   f o r   the  d i s p l a y   d e v i c e .  

3.  A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   as  c l a imed   in  Claim  2 ,  
in   wh ich ,   the   drawn  t o g e t h e r   p a r t   of  the  sock  is  s u f f i c i e n t  
to  p r o v i d e   an  e f f e c t i v e   hand  g r i p   f o r   c a r r y i n g   the  d i s p l a y  
d e v i c e .  

4.  A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   as  c l a imed   in  any  o n e  
of  Claims  1  to  3,  in  which  the  sock  is  formed  of  a  n e t  f a b r i c .  

5.  A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   as  c l a i m e d  i n   a n y  o n e  
of  Claims  1  to  4,  in   which  the  t r a n s p a r e n t   tube  is  o f  

c i r c u l a r   c r o s s - s e c t i o n .  

6.  A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   as  c l a imed   in  a n y  o n e  
of  Claims  1  to  5,  in  which  a  p l a n t ,   the  r o o t s   of  which  a r e  
in  a  b l o c k   of  compost   in   which  the  p l a n t   was  grown,  is  p l a c e d  
i n s i d e   the  t r a n s p a r e n t   t ube   so  t h a t   the  compost  b l o c k   r e s t s  

on  the  s u p p o r t   p r o v i d e d   by  the  lower   end  of  the  s o c k .  



7.  A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   as  c l a i m e d   in  Claim  6 ,  
in   which  the   b l o c k   of  compost  is  c o n t a i n e d   in   an  o p e n -  
t o p p e d   p l a s t i c s   b a g .  

8.  A   b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   as  c l a i m e d   in   Claim  7 ,  
in   which  the   p l a s t i c s   bag  is  a  s l i d i n g   f i t   w i t h i n   t h e  

t r a n s p a r e n t   t u b e .  

9 .   A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   as  c l a i m e d   in  C l a i m  

7  or  Claim  8,  in   which  the  p l a t i c s  b a g   has  p e r f o r a t i o n s   i n  
i t s   b o t t o m .  

10.  A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   d e v i c e   as  c l a i m e d   in   any  one  
of  Claims  6  to   9,  in  which  the   compost   b l o c k   p r o t r u d e s  
b e l o w  t h e   b o t t o m   of  the  t r a n s p a r e n t   t u b e .  

11.  A  b o t a n i c a l   d i s p l a y   c o m p r i s i n g   a  g rowing   p l a n t   in  a  
t r a n s p a r e n t   c o n t a i n e r ,   w i th   a  ne t   s t r e t c h e d   a round   the  o u t s i d e  

of  the  c o n t a i n e r .  
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