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4̂)  Flower  packs  and  methods  of  packaging  flowers. 
A  flower  pack  comprises  a  water-retaining  medium  (10) 

into  which  the  stems  (12)  are  inserted,  and  a  wrapping  (14,18) 
which  both  encloses  the  water-retaining  medium  and  also 
encircles  and  protects  the  greater  part  of  the  stems.  The 
wrapping  preferably  comprises  a  first  sheet-form  piece  (14)  of 
soft,  waterproof  plastics  material  which  defines  a  bag  for  the 
medium  (10)  and  has  a  collar  (16),  and  a  second  sheet-form 
piece  (18)  of  relatively  stiff,  crisp  plastics  material.  The  two 
sheets  (14,18)  may be  heat sealed  atthe  collar (16). 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   t h e   p a c k a g i n g   o f  

f l o w e r s ,   and  i s   p a r t i c u l a r l y   c o n c e r n e d   w i t h   i m p r o v e d  

m e t h o d s   of  p a c k a g i n g   c u t   f l o w e r s   w h i c h   a r e   f o r   d i s p l a y  

and  s a l e .  

The  c o n v e n t i o n a l   p r a c t i c e   in   t h e   m a r k e t i n g   o f  

c u t   f l o w e r s   f o r   s a l e   in   s h o p s ,   s u p e r m a r k e t s ,   m a r k e t s  

and  o t h e r   r e t a i l   o u t l e t s   i s   j u s t   to  wrap   a  n u m b e r   o f  

f l o w e r s   in   a  cone   of   p a p e r   or   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   w i t h  

t h e   s t e m s   p r o t r u d i n g   f r o m   t h e   l o w e r   end  of   t h e   c o n e  

and  s i m p l y   to   s t a n d   t h e s e   w r a p p e d   f l o w e r s   in   a  b u c k e t  

of  w a t e r .   When  a  c u s t o m e r   w i s h e s   to   buy  one  of   t h e  

i t e m s ,   t h e   w r a p p e d   f l o w e r s   a r e   s i m p l y   r e m o v e d   f r o m   t h e  

b u c k e t   or  o t h e r   c o n t a i n e r ,   and  may  p e r h a p s   be  o v e r -  

w r a p p e d   in   an  a t t e m p t   to   p r e v e n t   e x c e s s i v e   d r i p p i n g  

of  w a t e r   f rom  t h e   s t e m s .   T h i s   c o n v e n t i o n a l   s y s t e m  

has   two  ma in   d i s a d v a n t a g e s .   F i r s t l y ,   t h e   c u s t o m e r  

has  t h e   p r o b l e m   of   w a t e r   d r i p p i n g   f rom  t h e   s t e m s ,   a n d  

s e c o n d l y ,   and  more  i m p o r t a n t l y ,   u n l e s s   t h e   f l o w e r s   a r e  

i m m e r s e d   in   w a t e r   a g a i n   v e r y   q u i c k l y   t h e i r   l i f e   w i l l   b e  

c o n s i d e r a b l y   d i m i n i s h e d   and  t h e i r   f r e s h n e s s   and  g e n e r a l  

a p p e a r a n c e   w i l l   be  a d v e r s e l y   a f f e c t e d .  



A t t e m p t s  h a v e  b e e n   made  to   o v e r c o m e   t h e   f i r s t  

of   t h e s e   two  p r o b l e m s   by  p u t t i n g   t h e   w r a p p e d   f l o w e r s  

in  a  s p e c i a l   w a t e r   c o n t a i n e r   w h i c h   has   r e s i l i e n t   f l a p s  

t h r o u g h   w h i c h   t h e   s t e m s   a r e   p u s h e d   when  i n s e r t i n g   t h e  

f l o w e r s   i n t o   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   and  w h i c h   s e r v e   t o   " w i p e "  

w a t e r   f r o m   t h e   s t e m s   as  t h e   f l o w e r s   a r e   w i t h d r a w n   f r o m  

t h e   c o n t a i n e r .   H o w e v e r ,   t h e   e f f i c i e n c y   of   t h e s e  

f l a p s   i s   r e l a t i v e l y   l o w ,   a n d ,   in   any  c a s e ,   t h i s   o f f e r s  

no  s o l u t i o n   to   t h e   p r o b l e m   of  t h e   f l o w e r s   b e i n g   o u t   o f  

w a t e r   f o r   p e r h a p s   a  c o n s i d e r a b l e   l e n g t h   o f   t i m e .  

I t   i s   a l s o   known  to  m o u n t   f l o w e r s   in  a  w a t e r -  

r e t a i n i n g   p o r o u s   b l o c k   when  d e s i g n i n g   f l o r a l   a r r a n g e -  

m e n t s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e   in  a  v a s e   or  b o w l .   H e r e   h o w e v e r  

t h e   b l o c k   i s   u s e d   p r i m a r i l y   as  a  s u p p o r t i n g   m e d i u m   a n d  

one  w h i c h   e n a b l e s   t h e   d e s i g n e r   to   s e t   t h e   f l o w e r s   i n t o  

i t   i n   any  d e s i r e d   p o s i t i o n .  

I t   i s   an  o b j e c t   of   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t o  

p r o v i d e   an  i m p r o v e d   m e t h o d   o f   p a c k a g i n g   f l o w e r s ,   a n d  

an  i m p r o v e d   f l o r a l   p a c k ,   w h e r e b y   t h e  a f o r e s a i d   p r o b l e m s  

a r e   c o m p l e t e l y   o v e r c o m e   and   one  has   an  a t t r a c t i v e ,  

e a s i l y   m a n a g e a b l e ,   and  y e t   e f f i c i e n t   m e a n s   o f   r e t a i n i n g  

t h e   f l o w e r s   a t   t h e i r   o p t i m u m   c o n d i t i o n   f o r   e x t e n d e d  

p e r i o d s   of  t i m e .  

In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t h i s   i s  

a c h i e v e d   by  a  m e t h o d   of   p a c k a g i n g   f l o w e r s   w h i c h   c o m -  

p r i s e s   m o u n t i n g   t h e   f l o w e r s   w i t h   t h e i r   s t e m s   in   a  

w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m ,   and  e n c l o s i n g   t h e   w a t e r -  

r e t a i n i n g   med ium  and   a t   l e a s t   a  s u b s t a n t i a l   l e n g t h   o f  

t h e   f l o w e r   s t e m s   in   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   w h i c h   s e r v e s   b o t h  

to   e n c i r c l e   and  p r o t e c t   t h e   f l o w e r s   and  a l s o   to   c o n s e r v e  

w a t e r   in   t h e   w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m .  

A l s o   in   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

t h e r e   i s   p r o v i d e d   a  f l o w e r   p a c k   c o m p r i s i n g   a  w a t e r -  

r e t a i n i n g   med ium  i n t o   w h i c h   t h e   s t e m s   of   f l o w e r s   a r e  

a r r a n g e d   to   be  i n s e r t e d ,   and  w r a p p i n g   m e a n s   a r r a n g e d  



b o t h   t o   e n c i r c l e   and  p r o t e c t   a t   l e a s t   a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

l e n g t h   of   t h e   f l o w e r   s t e m s   and  a l s o   to   e n c l o s e   t h e  

w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m   to  c o n s e r v e   w a t e r   t h e r e i n .  

By  t h i s   means   one  a c h i e v e s   a  c o m p l e t e   u n i t a r y  

f l o w e r   p a c k   w h e r e   t h e r e   i s   no  d a n g e r   of  w a t e r   d r i p p i n g  

f rom  t h e   p a c k   and   w h e r e   t h e   f l o w e r   s t e m s   a r e   m a i n t a i n e d  

in   p e r m a n e n t   c o n t a c t   w i t h   t h e   w a t e r   c o n t a i n e d   in   t h e  

w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g   med ium  u n i t l   t h e   p u r c h a s e r   a c t u a l l y  

r e m o v e s   t hem  f rom  t h e   p a c k .   T h i s   s o l v e s   b o t h   t h e  

a f o r e m e n t i o n e d   p r o b l e m s   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   c o n v e n t i o n a l  

m e t h o d s   of   p a c k a g i n g   and   s e l l i n g   f l o w e r s .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   t h e   w r a p p i n g   means   c o m p r i s e s   a  f i r s t  

p i e c e   of   s h e e t - f o r m   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   d e f i n i n g   a  b a g  

f o r   s a i d   med ium  and  h a v i n g   an  u p s t a n d i n g   c o l l a r ,   and  a  

s e c o n d   p i e c e   o f  s h e e t - f o r m   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   d e f i n i n g   a  

f r u s t o - c o n i c a l   e n c l o s u r e   f o r   t h e   s t e m s   and  h a v i n g   i t s  

n a r r o w   end  in   o v e r l a p p i n g   r e l a t i o n s h i p   w i t h   t h e   c o l l a r .  

The  two  p i e c e s   of   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   a r e   p r e f e r a b l y  

s e a l e d   one  to   t h e   o t h e r   in   t h e   r e g i o n   of   t h e   c o l l a r .  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,  

d i f f e r e n t   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l s   a r e   u s e d   f o r   t h e   e n c i r c l i n g  

cone   and  f o r   t h e   e n c l o s u r e   of  t h e   w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g m e d i u m .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   two  d i f f e r e n t   t y p e s   of  p l a s t i c s   s h e e t  

m a t e r i a l   a r e   u s e d ,   s u i t a b l y   o v e r l a p p i n g   to   p r o v i d e   a  

c o m p o s i t e   e n c l o s u r e .  

The  w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g   med ium  may  c o n s i s t   of  a n y  

s u i t a b l e   m a t e r i a l ,   a l t h o u g h   i t   i s   p r e f e r r e d   to   u s e   a  

m a t e r i a l   s u c h   as  t h a t   s o l d   u n d e r   t h e   t r a d e   mark  " O a s i s "  

w h i c h   can  be  u s e d   in  b l o c k   fo rm  and  w h i c h   in   a d d i t i o n  

to  i t s   m o i s t u r e - r e t a i n i n g   p r o p e r t i e s   has   a  c e r t a i n  

d e g r e e   of  s t r e n g t h   and  r i g i d i t y .  

In  o r d e r   t h a t   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   may  be  f u l l y   u n d e r -  

s t o o d ,   r e f e r e n c e   i s   now  made  to   t h e   f o l l o w i n g   d e t a i l e d  

d e s c r i p t i o n   of  one  e m b o d i m e n t   of  p a c k   in   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h  

t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   and  w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g  



d r a w i n g   w h i c h   i s   a  s c h e m a t i c   v i e w   of  s u c h   a  p a c k .  

R e f e r r i n g   to   t h e   d r a w i n g ,   t h i s   shows   a  b l o c k   1 0  

of  i n e r t ,   p o r o u s ,   r i g i d ,   c r u s h a b l e ,   w a t e r  -  r e t a i n i n g  

m a t e r i a l ,   f o r   e x a m p l e   s u c h   as  t h a t   s o l d   u n d e r   t h e   t r a d e  

mark   " O a s i s " .   T h i s   b l o c k   10  may  be  c y l i n d r i c a l ,  

c u b o i d a l ,   or   o f   any  o t h e r   s u i t a b l e   s h a p e .   The  s t e m s  

12  of   a  n u m b e r   of   f l o w e r s   a r e   i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e   w a t e r -  

r e t a i n i n g   b l o c k   10,   as  i n d i c a t e d .   The  t e r m   " f l o w e r s "  

u s e d   h e r e i n   i s   i n t e n d e d   to   i n c l u d e   n o t   o n l y   f l o w e r s  

b u t   a l s o   o t h e r   p l a n t   m a t e r i a l   a p p r o p r i a t e   to   be  t r e a t e d  

a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n .   The  b l o c k   10  i s   e n c l o s e d  

w i t h i n   a  s h e e t   14  of  w a t e r p r o o f   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   w h i c h  

is   p r e f e r a b l y   f l e x i b l e   and   can   r e a d i l y   a d a p t   t o   t h e  

s h a p e   o f   t h e   b l o c k   10.  The  s h e e t   14  i s   in   t h e   f o r m   o f  

a  bag   o r   p o u c h   w h i c h   e n c l o s e s   t h e   b l o c k   and  w h i c h  

i n c l u d e s   an  u p w a r d l y   e x t e n d i n g   c o l l a r   16  a r o u n d   t h e  

s t e m s   12.   At  l e a s t   a  s u b s t a n t i a l   l e n g t h   of   t h e   f l o w e r  

s t e m s   i s   e n c l o s e d   by  a  s e c o n d   s h e e t   18  of   p l a s t i c s  

m a t e r i a l ,   w r a p p e d   to  f o r m   a  f r u s t o - c o n i c a l   s l e e v e .  

The  n a r r o w   end   of   t h e   w r a p p i n g   s l e e v e   f i t s   w i t h i n   t h e  

u p s t a n d i n g   c o l l a r   16  and  t h e   two  s h e e t s   of   p l a s t i c s  

m a t e r i a l   a r e   s u i t a b l y   c o n n e c t e d   a t   t h i s   r e g i o n .   F o r  

e x a m p l e ,   t h e   two  s h e e t s   of   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   c an   b e  

f i r m l y   w e l d e d   one  to   t h e   o t h e r ,   e . g .   by  h e a t   s e a l i n g ,  

to   f o r m   a  p e r m a n e n t   s e a l   b e t w e e n   t hem.   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  

a  r e t a i n i n g   b a n d   or  c l i p   may  be  p l a c e d   a r o u n d   t h e   o u t -  

s i d e   of   t h e   c o l l a r   16  to   h o l d   t h e   two  s h e e t s   s e c u r e l y  

t o g e t h e r ,   a l t h o u g h   t h i s   can   d a m a g e   t h e   s t e m s   u n l e s s   c a r e  

is   t a k e n .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   t h e   w r a p p i n g   s l e e v e   18  i s   made  of   a  

d i f f e r e n t   m a t e r i a l   f rom  t h a t   of   t h e   s h e e t   14  e n c l o s i n g  

t he   b l o c k   10.  The  m a t e r i a l   u s e d   f o r   t h e   w r a p p i n g  

s l e e v e   18  i s   p r e f e r a b l y   a  r e l a t i v e l y   s t i f f ,   c r i s p ,   g l o s s y  

p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   w h i c h   i s   n o t   s u s c e p t i b l e   to   t e a r i n g ,  

c r e a s i n g ,   e t c e t e r a   in   o r d e r   to   g i v e   an  a p p e a r a n c e   o f  



q u a l i t y   t o   t h e   p a c k .  T h e .  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   u s e d   f o r  

t h e  l o w e r   s h e e t   14  on  t h e   o t h e r   h a n d   n e e d   n o t   be  o f  

s u c h   h i g h   q u a l i t y   and  i s   p r e f e r a b l y   r e l a t i v e l y   s o f t   a n d  

f l e x i b l e   t o   c o n f o r m   to  t h e   s h a p e   of  t h e   b l o c k   w i t h i n   i t .  

H o w e v e r ,   i t   i s   to   be  n o t e d   t h a t   t h e   u s e   of   a n y  
a p p r o p r i a t e   m a t e r i a l   i s   to  be  c o n s i d e r e d   as  f a l l i n g  

w i t h i n   t h e   s c o p e  o f   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   w h e t h e r   t h e  

same  or   d i f f e r e n t   m a t e r i a l s   a r e   u s e d   f o r   t h e   u p p e r   a n d  

l o w e r   s h e e t s ,   and  w h e t h e r   one  u s e s   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   o r  

o t h e r   m a t e r i a l s   f o r   t h i s   p u r p o s e .   I t   i s   a l s o   to   b e  

c o n s i d e r e d   as  f a l l i n g   w i t h i n   t h e   s c o p e   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

to  u se   j u s t   a  s i n g l e   o n e - p i e c e   w r a p p i n g   s h e e t   i n s t e a d   o f  

two  s e p a r a t e   s h e e t s .  

I t   i s   a l s o   w i t h i n  t h e   s c o p e   of   t h e   p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n   to   u s e   a  n o n - r i g i d   w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m   i n t o  

w h i c h   t h e   f l o w e r   s t e m s   d i p .   For   e x a m p l e ,   one  c o u l d  

s i m p l y   u s e   a  b a l l   of  wet   moss  or   t h e   l i k e ,   t h e   e n c l o s i n g  

s h e e t   o f   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   c o n s e r v i n g   t h e   m o i s t u r e  

w i t h i n   t h e   l o w e r   end  of   t h e   o v e r a l l   p a c k a g e .   H o w e v e r ,  

. f o r   d i s p l a y   p u r p o s e s   i t   i s   b e n e f i c i a l   to   u s e   a  s o l i d  

m a t e r i a l   in   o r d e r   to   a s s i s t   i n . m o u n t i n g   t h e   p a c k s   f o r  

d i s p l a y   p u r p o s e s   w i t h i n   b o x e s ,   c o n t a i n e r s   or   t h e   l i k e .  

P a r t i c u l a r l y   i f   t h e   two  s h e e t s   14  and   18  a r e   r e l a t i v e l y  

t i g h t l y   s e a l e d   a t   t h e   r e g i o n   w h e r e   t h e y   o v e r l a p ,   t h e  

r a t e   of   l o s s   of   w a t e r   f rom  t h e   b o t t o m   of   t h e   p a c k   may  b e  

v e r y   l ow ,   and  t h e   f l o w e r s   can  w i t h s t a n d   q u i t e   c o n s i d e r -  

a b l e  p e r i o d s   of  t i m e   w i t h i n   t h e   p a c k   w i t h o u t   a t t e n t i o n  

and  w i t h o u t   l o s i n g   t h e i r   f r e s h n e s s .   T h i s   i s   p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i m p o r t a n t   w h e r e   f l o w e r s   have   to   be  t r a n s p o r t e d   o v e r   c o n -  

s i d e r a b l e   d i s t a n c e s   and  w h e r e   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n   d e l a y s   c a n  

r e s u l t   i n  c o m p l e t e  l o s s   of  a  c o n s i g n m e n t   i f   a d e q u a t e   s t e p s  

a re   n o t   t a k e n   to  e n s u r e  t h a t   t h e   f l o w e r s   h a v e   p e r m a n e n t  

a c c e s s   t o   w a t e r .   The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  

s i m p l e   y e t   h i g h l y   e f f i c i e n t   means   of  a c h i e v i n g   t h e   o b j e c t s  

s e t   ou t   a b o v e ,   and  in   a d d i t i o n   c r e a t i n g   an  a t t r a c t i v e   a n d  



m a r k e t a b l e   p a c k  h a v i n g   a p p e a l   b o t h   to   t h e   f l o r i s t   a n d  

to   t h e   c u s t o m e r .  



1.  A  m e t h o d   of  p a c k a g i n g   f l o w e r s   w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s  

m o u n t i n g   t h e   f l o w e r s   w i t h   t h e i r   s t e m s   in   a  w a t e r -  

r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  e n c l o s i n g   t h e   w a t e r -  

r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m   and   a t   l e a s t   a  s u b s t a n t i a l   l e n g t h   o f  

t h e   f l o w e r   s t e m s   in   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   w h i c h   s e r v e s   b o t h  

to  e n c i r c l e   and  p r o t e c t   t h e   f l o w e r s   and  a l s o   to   c o n s e r v e  

w a t e r   in   t h e   w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m .  

2.  A  m e t h o d   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t  t h e   f l o w e r s   a r e   f i r s t   m o u n t e d   in   t h e   w a t e r -  

r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m ,   t h e   med ium  i s   t h e n   e n c l o s e d   in   a  b a g  

of  s h e e t - f o r m   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   to   d e f i n e   an  u p s t a n d i n g  

c o l l a r ,   and  a  s e c o n d   p i e c e   of  s h e e t - f o r m   w r a p p i n g  

m a t e r i a l   i s   t h e n   p l a c e d   a r o u n d   t h e   s t e m s   to   f o r m  a  

f r u s t o - c o n i c a l   s l e e v e   w h i c h   has   i t s   n a r r o w   end  in   o v e r -  

l a p p i n g   r e l a t i o n s h i p   w i t h   t h e   c o l l a r .  

3.  A  m e t h o d   as  c l a i m e d   i n   c l a i m   2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

by  t h e   s t e p   o f - s e a l i n g   t h e   two  p i e c e s   of   w r a p p i n g  

m a t e r i a l   one  t o   t h e   o t h e r   in  t h e   r e g i o n   o f - s a i d   c o l l a r .  

4.  A  f l o w e r   p a c k   c o m p r i s i n g   a  w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g  

medium  i n t o   w h i c h   t h e   s t e m s   of   f l o w e r s   a r e   a r r a n g e d   t o  

be  i n s e r t e d ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  w r a p p i n g   means   a r r a n g e d  

b o t h   to   e n c i r c l e   and   p r o t e c t   a t   l e a s t   a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

l e n g t h   of  t h e   f l o w e r  s t e m s   and  a l s o   to   e n c l o s e   t h e   w a t e r -  

r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m   to   c o n s e r v e   w a t e r   t h e r e i n .  

5.  A  f l o w e r   p a c k   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   4,  c h a r a c t e r -  

i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   w r a p p i n g   means   c o m p r i s e s   a  f i r s t   p i e c e  

of  s h e e t - f o r m   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   d e f i n i n g   a  bag  f o r   s a i d  

medium  and  h a v i n g   an  u p s t a n d i n g   c o l l a r ,   and  a  s e c o n d  

p i e c e   of   s h e e t - f o r m   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   d e f i n i n g   a  f r u s t o -  

c o n i c a l   e n c l o s u r e   f o r   t h e   s t e m s   and  h a v i n g   i t s   n a r r o w  

end  in  o v e r l a p p i n g   r e l a t i o n s h i p   w i t h   t h e   c o l l a r .  

6.  A  f l o w e r   p a c k   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   5,  c h a r a c t e r -  

i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   two  p i e c e s   of  w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   a r e  



s e a l e d   one  t o   t h e   o t h e r   i n .  t h e   r e g i o n   of   s a i d   c o l l a r .  

7.  A  f l o w e r   p a c k   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   4,  5  o r  

6,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  i n   t h a t   d i f f e r e n t   m a t e r i a l s   a r e   u s e d  

f o r   t h e   p o r t i o n   of   t h e   w r a p p i n g   m e a n s   a r o u n d   t h e   s t e m s  

on  t h e   one   h a n d   and  t h e   p o r t i o n   of   t h e   w r a p p i n g   m e a n s  

a r o u n d   t h e   w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m   on  t h e   o t h e r   h a n d .  

8.  A  f l o w e r   p a c k   as  c l a i m e d   i n   c l a i m   7,  c h a r -  

a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   a r o u n d   t h e  

med ium  i s   a  f l e x i b l e , w a t e r p r o o f   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   a b l e  

t o   c o n f o r m   g e n e r a l l y   to   t h e   s h a p e   of   t h e   m e d i u m ,   and   t h e  

w r a p p i n g   m a t e r i a l   a r o u n d   t h e   s t e m s   i s   a  r e l a t i v e l y  

s t i f f ,   c r i s p   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   r e s i s t a n t   to   t e a r i n g   a n d  

c r e a s i n g .  

9.  A  f l o w e r   p a c k   as  c l a i m e d   in   any  of   c l a i m s   4 

to  8,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   w a t e r - r e t a i n i n g   m e d i u m  

c o m p r i s e s   a  b l o c k   of   i n e r t ,   p o r o u s ,   r i g i d ,   c r u s h a b l e  

m a t e r i a l .  
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