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©  Tablet  dispenser. 

A  tablet  dispenser  is  disclosed  comprising  an  elongate 
hollow  member  (1)  defining  a  chamber  open  at  one  end  for 
holding  a  stack  of  tablets  (5);  releasable  restraining  means 
(12)  adapted  normally to  prevent  passage  of  a tablet from  the 
opening  of the  chamber;  a  body  member  (6)  axially  rotatable 
relative  to  the  hollow  member;  and  a  piston  (3)  actuated  to 
move  along  the  chamber towards  the  opening  by the  relative 
rotational  movement  of  the  hollow  and  body  members  so 
that  when  the  chamber  contains  a  stack  of  tablets,  one  tablet 
at  a  time  can  be  dispensed  past  the  restraining  means.  The 
dispenser  may  also  comprise  indicia  (17)  for  relating  the 
periodicity  or  number  of  tablet  dispensation  to  the  relative 
movement  of  the  hollow  and  body  members,  with  the 
proviso  that  when  the  indicia  are  absent  then  the  piston  lies 
wholly  within  the  chamber. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r ,   i n  

p a r t i c u l a r   to  a  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   f a c i l i t a t i n g   d i s p e n s a -  

t i o n   of  a  s i n g l e   t a b l e t   a t   a  t i m e .   In  a  p r e f e r r e d  

a s p e c t   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a . t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r  

f a c i l i t a t i n g   s e q u e n t i a l   d i s p e n s a t i o n   of  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

t a b l e t s   in  a  p r o g r a m m e d   c o u r s e   of  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,   w i t h  

i n d i c i a   p r o v i d e d   to  a s s i s t   in  m a i n t a i n i n g   t h e   s c h e d u l e . '  

The  t e rm  t a b l e t   i s   i n t e n d e d   to  i n c l u d e   p i l l s ,   c a p s u l e s  

and  t he   l i k e .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t h e r e   i s  

p r o v i d e d   a  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   c o m p r i s i n g   an  e l o n g a t e  

h o l l o w   member  d e f i n i n g   a  c h a m b e r   open  a t   one  end  f o r  

h o l d i n g   a  s t a c k   of  t a b l e t s ;   r e l e a s a b l e   r e s t r a i n i n g  

means   a d a p t e d   n o r m a l l y   to  p r e v e n t   p a s s a g e   of  a  t a b l e t  

f rom  t he   o p e n i n g   of  t h e   c h a m b e r ;   a   body  member  a x i a l l y  

r o t a t a b l e   r e l a t i v e   to  t h e   h o l l o w   member ;   a  p i s t o n  

a c t u a t e d   to  move  a l o n g   t h e   c h a m b e r   t o w a r d s   t he   o p e n i n g  

by  t h e   r e l a t i v e   r o t a t i o n a l   m o v e m e n t   o f  . t h e   h o l l o w   a n d  

body  m e m b e r s  s o   t h a t   when  t h e   c h a m b e r   c o n t a i n s   a  s t a c k  

of  t a b l e t s ,   one  t a b l e t   at   a  t i m e   can  be  d i s p e n s e d   p a s t  

t h e   r e s t r a i n i n g   m e a n s ,   and  i n d i c i a   f o r   r e l a t i n g   t h e  

p e r i o d i c i t y   or  n u m b e r   o f  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s a t i o n   to  t h e  

r e l a t i v e   movemen t   of  t h e   h o l l o w   and  body  m e m b e r s .  

The  r e l e a s a b l e   r e s t r a i n i n g   means   can  be  in  t h e  

form  of  an  i n e r t   r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l   p r o t r u d i n g   i n t o   t h e  

c h a m b e r   wh ich   g r i p s   t h e   e n d m o s t   t a b l e t   when  p r e s e n t  

t h e r e b y   h o l d i n g   i t   and  t h e   o t h e r   t a b l e t s   in  t he   c h a m b e r .  

A f t e r   the   t a b l e t   i s   d i s p e n s e d   t h e   r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l  

p r o v i d e s   r e s i s t a n c e   to  t h e   e x p u l s i o n   of  t h e   n e x t   t a b l e t .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t he   r e s t r a i n i n g   means  c o m p r i s e s   at   l e a s t   t w o  

l u g s ,   d i s p o s e d   d i a m e t r i c a l l y   c p p o s i t e   e a c h   o t h e r   in  t h e  

c h a m b e r .   The  l u g s   may  be  i n t e g r a l   w i t h   t h e   w a l l s   of  t h e  

h o l l o w   member .   Most  p r e f e r a b l y   t he   r e s t r a i n i n g   means  i s  

s i t u a t e d   a  s m a l l   d i s t a n c e   b e l o w   the   o p e n i n g   so  t h a t   t h e  

p o r t i o n   of  t he   body  member   b e t w e e n   t h e   o p e n i n g   and  t h e  



r e s t r a i n i n g   means   s e r v e s   to   s h i e l d   to  some  e x t e n t  

t h e   e n d m o s t   t a b l e t   in  t h e   c h a m b e r .  

C o n v e n i e n t l y  .   t he   p i s t o n   l i e s   w h o l l y   w i t h i n   t he   h o l l o w  

member  or  t h e   c h a m b e r   d e f i n e d   by  t he   h o l l o w   member  w h i c h  

makes   t h e   d e s i g n   of  t h e   d i s p e n s e r   v e r y   c o m p a c t .   F o r  

e x a m p l e , - a   p r e f e r r e d   a r r a n g e m e n t   f o r   e f f e c t i n g  

m o v e m e n t   of  t he   p i s t o n  a l o n g   t h e   c h a m b e r   u t i l i z e s   a  

p i s t o n   h a v i n g   a  p r o j e c t i o n   w h i c h   can  s l i d e   a l o n g   a  

l o n g i t u d i n a l   s l o t   in  t h e   e l o n g a t e   h o l l o w   member  w h i l s t  

b e i n g   s e a t e d   in  a  s p i r a l   c h a n n e l   f o r m e d   in  t h e   b o d y  

member .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y   t h e   p r o j e c t i o n   on  t h e   p i s t o n  

can  s l i d e   a l o n g   a  s p i r a l   s l o t   in  t he   h o l l o w   m e m b e r  

w h i l s t   b e i n g   s e a t e d   in  a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   c h a n n e l   in  t h e  

body  m e m b e r .  

To  a s s i s t   t h e   u s e r   in  d e t e r m i n i n g   when  t h e   t a b l e t  

s u p p l y   i s   n e a r i n g   e x h a u s t i o n   i t   i s   p r e f e r r e d   to  make  t h e  

h o l l o w   and  body  m e m b e r s  o f   t r a n s p a r e n t   m a t e r i a l ,  

e . g .   c r y s t a l   p o l y s t y r e n e ,   or  to   p r o v i d e   a  window  o r  

s l i t   t h r o u g h   w h i c h   the   t a b l e t s   can  be  s e e n .  

The  d i s p e n s e r   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y   u s e f u l   w h e r e   a  c o u r s e   of  t a b l e t s   o f  

d i f f e r i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n   mus t   be  t a k e n   by  t h e   u s e r   in  t h e  

c o r r e c t   s e q u e n c e .   C h a r g i n g   t h e   d i s p e n s e r   w i t h   t h e  

t a b l e t s   in  t he   c o r r e c t   o r d e r   w i l l   a c h i e v e   t he   d e s i r e d  

r e s u l t .  

The  d e v i c e   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   c o m p r i s e s   i n d i c i a  

so  t h a t   i n f o r m a t i o n   i s   p r o v i d e d   to  t h e   u s e r   r e g a r d i n g  

t h e   f r e q u e n c y   f o r   d i s p e n s a t i o n   of  one  or  more  t a b l e t s ,  

s u c h   as  t h e   d a t e   on  w h i c h   a  p a r t i c u l a r   t a b l e t   i s   to  b e  

t a k e n   a n d / o r   t he   number   of  t a b l e t s   u s e d .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t he   i n d i c i a   c o m p r i s e   c o - o p e r a t i n g  

i n d i c a t i o n s   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   e a c h   of  the   e l o n g a t e   h o l l o w  

member  and  the   body  m e m b e r .   C o n v e n i e n t l y   t h e   e l o n g a t e  

h o l l o w   member  can  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   d a t e   m a r k i n g s   s h o w i n g  

f o r   e x a m p l e   t he   days   of  t h e   week  and  t he   r o t a t a b l e . b o d y  

member  can  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   an  i n d i c a t o r .   T a b l e t  



t h i c k n e s s   and  p i s t o n   m o v e m e n t   can  be  d e s i g n e d   so  t h a t  

r o t a t i o n   b e t w e e n   c o n s e c u t i v e   day  p o s i t i o n s   d i s p e n s e s  

one  or  more  t a b l e t s   as  d e s i r e d .   P r e f e r a b l y   i n d i c a t i o n s  

a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   one  or  o t h e r   of  t h e   e l o n g a t e   h o l l o w   o r  

body  member s   can  be  moved  or  a d j u s t e d   b e f o r e   f i x i n g  

so  t h a t   any  p a r t i c u l a r   day  may  be  c h o s e n   on  wh ich   t o  

s t a r t   t r e a t m e n t .   P r e f e r a b l y   one  c o m p l e t e   r o t a t i o n   o f  

one  of  t h e   member s   i s   s u f f i c i e n t   to  d i s p e n s e   s e v e n  

t a b l e t s   f rom  t he   d i s p e n s e r .   I t   i s   f u r t h e r   p r e f e r r e d  

t h a t   t h e   h o l l o w   and  body  m e m b e r s   e a c h   have  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  
in  t h e   form  of  k n o b s   or  d e p r e s s i o n s   wh ich   a r e   a r r a n g e d  
to  c o - o p e r a t e   so  t h a t   t h e   two  m e m b e r s   may  be  r o t a t e d  

s t e p w i s e .   I f   i n d i c i a   a r e   p r e s e n t   t h e n   the   s t e p w i s e  

r o t a t i o n   s h o u l d   be  in  p h a s e   w i t h   c h a n g e s   in  t he   m a r k e d  

p o s i t i o n s .   Most  p r e f e r a b l y   t h e   r o t a t i o n   of  t he   b o d y  

member  i s   r e s t r i c t e d   to  o n l y   t h e   d i r e c t i o n   wh ich   e x p e l s  

t a b l e t s   f rom  t h e   d i s p e n s e r ,   f o r   e x a m p l e   by  u s i n g   r a t c h e t  

means   b e t w e e n   h o l l o w   and  body  m e m b e r s .  

O t h e r   f e a t u r e s   and  a d v a n t a g e s   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n  

W i l l   be  a p p a r e n t   f rom  t h e   f o l l o w i n g   d e s c r i p t i o n   of  o n e  

e m b o d i m e n t   t h e r e o f ,   g i v e n   by  way  of  e x a m p l e   o n l y ,  
w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,  i n   W h i c h : -  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p a r t   s e c t i o n   s i d e   view  of  a  

t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e  

p r e s e n t  i n v e n t i o n   c o n t a i n i n g   a  n u m b e r  

of  t a b l e t s ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  p a r t   s e c t i o n a l   s i d e   v iew  of  t h e  

body  member  f o r m i n g   p a r t   of  t he   d i s p e n s e r ;  

a n d  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   s i d e   v iew  of  t he   e l o n g a t e  

h o l l o w   member  f o r m i n g   p a r t   of  t he   d i s p e n s e r .  

F i g u r e s   4  and  5  a r e   s e c t i o n a l   v i e w s   of  one  end  o f  

a d d i t i o n a l   e m b o d i m e n t s   of  t he   e l o n g a t e  

h o l l o w   m e m b e r .  



With  r e f e r e n c e   to  F i g u r e s   1  to  3,  a  t a b l e t  

d i s p e n s e r   has  a  t u b u l a r   e l o n g a t e   h o l l o w   member  1  o p e n  
at   one  end  w i t h   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   s l o t   2.  S l i d a b l y  

d i s p o s e d   w i t h i n   h o l l o w   member  1  i s   a  c y l i n d r i c a l  

p i s t o n   3  h a v i n g   on  i t s   s i d e   a  lug   4  p r o t r u d i n g   t h r o u g h  

the   s l o t   2.  F i g u r e   1  a l s o   s h o u s  a   s t a c k   of  t a b l e t s   5 

c o n t a i n e d   by  t h e   member   1.  R o t a t a b l y   d i s p o s e d   a b o u t  

t he   h o l l o w   member   1  i s   a  t u b u l a r   body  member  6  h a v i n g  

a  s p i r a l   g r o o v e   7  on  i t s   i n n e r   s u r f a c e   i n t o   w h i c h   l u g  

4  s l i d a b l y   l o c a t e s .   Body  member  6  i s   p r e v e n t e d   f r o m  

moving  l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   r e l a t i v e   to  h o l l o w   member  1  b y  

a b u t m e n t   w i t h   a  r im  8  a t   one  end  of  h o l l o w   member  1  a n d  

a  base   9  a t   t h e   o t h e r   end .   E l o n g a t e   member  1  i s  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  g r o o v e   10  wh ich   i s   deep   e n o u g h   on  t w o  

s i d e s   to  form  two  d i a m e t r i c a l l y   o p p o s e d   o p e n i n g s   11  t o  

t he   member  1.  F i g u r e   1  shows  r e s t r a i n i n g   means   12  m a d e  

of  an  i n e r t   e l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   w h i c h   i s   e a s i l y   d e f o r m a b l e ,  

e . g .   r u b b e r ,   l o c a t e d  i n   g r o o v e   10  and  w h i c h   p r o t r u d e s  

t h r o u g h   o p e n i n g s   11  to  g r i p   t h e   e n d m o s t   t a b l e t .   T h e  

base   9  of  h o l l o w   member   1  has  an  i n n e r   f a c e   13  w i t h   a  

r a i s e d   p r o j e c t i o n   1 4  w h i c h   c o - o p e r a t e s   w i t h   a  s e r i e s  

of  s e v e n   i n d e n t a t i o n s   15  in  t he   body  member  6  so  t h a t  

t he   h o l l o w   and  body  member s   can  be  r o t a t e d   s t e p w i s e .  

Force   f i t t e d   to  t h e   body  member  6  i s   a  c o l l a r   16 

b e a r i n g   s e v e n   w e e k d a y   i n d i c a t i o n s .   A  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

m a r k e r   17  i s   p r o v i d e d   on  t he   b a s e   9.  D i a m e t r i c a l l y  

o p p o s e d   s l i t s   18  a r e   made  i n  h o l l o u   member  1  so  t h a t  

rim  8  i s   c o m p r e s s i b l e   when  h o l l o w   member  1  i s   i n s e r t e d  

t h r o u g h   body  member   6  d u r i n g   a s s e m b l y   of  t h e   d i s p e n s e r .  

In  o p e r a t i o n   t h e   body  member  6  shown  in  F i g u r e   1  i s   h e l d  

by  the   u s e r   and  t h e   b a s e   member  i s   r o t a t e d   c l o c k w i s e .  

Th i s   m o v e m e n t   d r i v e s   t h e   l u g  3   on  t he   p i s t o n   a l o n g  

g r o o v e   7  so  t h a t   t h e   p i s t o n   g r a d u a l l y   moves   t o w a r d s  

the   o p e n i n g   of   t h e   d i s p e n s e r ;   d i s p l a c i n g   t h e   s t a c k  



of  t a b l e t s   a h e a d   of  i t .   R e s t r a i n i n g   means   12  g r a d u a l l y  
r e l e a s e s   i t s   g r i p   on  t he   e n d m o s t   t a b l e t   a t   w h i c h ' m o m e n t  

t h e   t a b l e t   i s   d i s p e n s e d ,   w i t h   t h e   n e x t   t a b l e t   m o v i n g  

to  be  g r i p p e d   by  t h e   r e s t r a i n i n g   means   12.  On  s t o p p i n g  

r e l a t i v e   r o t a t i o n a l   movemen t   of  body  m e m b e r  6   a n d  

h o l l o w   member  1,  t h e   s t a c k   of  t a b l e t s   in  t h e   h o l l o w  

member  1  i s   h e l d   in  p l a c e   by  t h e   r e s t r a i n i n g   m e a n s  

p r e v e n t i n g   t h e   e n d m o s t   t a b l e t   f rom  f a l l i n g   out   of  t h e  

o p e n i n g .  

C o n v e n i e n t l y   t h e   p i t c h   of  t h e   s p i r a l   g r o o v e   7  i s  

such   t h a t   s e v e n   t a b l e t s   a r e   d i s p e n s e d   f o r   e ach   c o m p l e t e  

r e v o l u t i o n   of  h o l l o w   member  1  r e l a t i v e   to  body  member  6 .  

The  i n d i c i a   can  t h e n   be  t he   days   of  t h e   week  as  s h o w n  

in  F i g u r e   1.  Where   a  c o u r s e   of  t r e a t m e n t   i s   to  b e  

s t a r t e d   on  a  p a r t i c u l a r   day,   c o l l a r   16  can  be  f o r c e  

f i t t e d   or  l o c k e d   o n t o   t h e   f i l l e d   d i s p e n s e r   so  t h a t  

i n d i c a t o r   17  p o i n t s   to  t h e   a p p r o p r i a t e   d a y .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y   i n d i c a t o r   17  c o u l d   be  a p p l i e d ,   e . g .   by  

pen  m a r k i n g ,   to  b a s e   9  in  t h e   a p p r o p r i a t e   p o s i t i o n   f o r  

s t a r t i n g   t h e   t r e a t m e n t .   I t   w i l l   be  a p p a r e n t   t h a t   t h e  

p o s i t i o n s   of  t h e   i n d i c i a   may  be  r e v e r s e d   w i t h   t h e   d a y s  

of  t h e   week  shown  on  b a s e   9  and  t h e   p o i n t e r   on  c o l l a r   1 6 .  

A  p r e f e r r e d   a d d i t i o n a l   f e a t u r e   i s   to  p r o v i d e   a  

r a t c h e t   means   b e t w e e n   p a r t   of  t h e   a d j a c e n t   s u r f a c e s   o f  

h o l l o w   member  1  and  body  member  6  so  t h a t   t he   r e l a t i v e  

r o t a t i o n   of  m e m b e r s   1  and  6  i s   a l l o w e d   o n l y   in  t h e  

' d i s p e n s i n g '   d i r e c t i o n .   T h i s   w i l l   e n s u r e   t h a t  i n   t h e  

c h a r g e d   d i s p e n s e r   t h e   s t a c k   of  t a b l e t s  r e m a i n s  

c o m p r e s s e d   b e t w e e n   p i s t o n   and  r e s t r a i n i n g   m e a n s ,  

t h e r e b y   p r e v e n t i n g   t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y   of  e x c e s s i v e   t a b l e t  

movemen t   and  d i s p l a c e m e n t   of  one  or  more  t a b l e t s  

t r a n s v e r s e l y   to  t h e   a x i s   of  t he   d i s p e n s e r .   T r a n s v e r s e  

t a b l e t   d i s p l a c e m e n t   would   a l t e r   t h e   c a l i b r a t i o n   of  t h e  

d i s p e n s e r   and  a  d i s p l a c e d   t a b l e t   m i g h t   no t   be  r e t a i n e d  

by  a  r e s t r a i n i n g   means   d e s i g n e d   f o r   a x i a l l y   a l i g n e d  

t a b l e t s .  



Two  f u r t h e r   e x a m p l e s   of  r e s i l i e n t   r e s t r a i n i n g  

means  a r e   shown  in  F i g u r e s   4  and  5.  In  F i g u r e   4  t w o  

d e f o r m a b l e   webs  19  a r e   f o r m e d   i n t e g r a l l y   With   t h e  

h o l l o w   member   and  c o n s t r i c t   t h e   d i a m e t e r   of  t h e   h o l l o w  

member .   In  F i g u r e   5  t h e   o u t e r m o s t   p o r t i o n   20  of  t h e  

h o l l o w   member  i s   t a p e r e d   and  has  s l i t s   21  p r o v i d e d  

which  a l l o w   d e f o r m a t i o n   to  r e l e a s e   a  t a b l e t .  

A  f u r t h e r   a s p e c t   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  

t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   c o m p r i s i n g   an  e l o n g a t e   h o l l o w   m e m b e r  

d e f i n i n g   a  c h a m b e r   open  a t   one  end  f o r   h o l d i n g   a  s t a c k  

of  t a b l e t s ;   r e l e a s a b l e   r e s t r a i n i n g   means  a d a p t e d  

n o r m a l l y   to  p r e v e n t   p a s s a g e   of  a  t a b l e t   f rom  t h e   o p e n i n g  

of  t he   c h a m b e r ;   a  body  member  a x i a l l y   r o t a t a b l e  

r e l a t i v e   to   t h e   h o l l o w   member ;   a  p i s t o n   l y i n g   w h o l l y  

w i t h i n   t h e   c h a m b e r   and  a c t u a t e d   to  move  a l o n g   t h e  

c h a m b e r   t o w a r d s   t h e   o p e n i n g   by  t h e   r e l a t i v e   r o t a t i o n a l  

movement   of  t h e   h o l l o w   and  body  members   so  t h a t   w h e n  

the   c h a m b e r   c o n t a i n s   a  s t a c k   of  t a b l e t s ,   one  t a b l e t  

at  a  t i m e   can  be  d i s p e n s e d   p a s t   t h e   r e s t r a i n i n g   m e a n s .  



1.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   c o m p r i s i n g   an  e l o n g a t e   h o l l o w  

member  d e f i n i n g   a  c h a m b e r   open  a t   one  end  f o r  

h o l d i n g   a  s t a c k   of  t a b l e t s ;   r e l e a s a b l e   r e s t r a i n i n g  

means   a d a p t e d   n o r m a l l y   to  p r e v e n t   p a s s a g e   of  a  

t a b l e t   f rom  t h e   o p e n i n g   of  t h e   c h a m b e r ;   a  b o d y  

member  a x i a l l y   r o t a t a b l e   r e l a t i v e  t o   t h e   h o l l o w  

member ;   a  p i s t o n   a c t u a t e d   to  move  a l o n g   t h e   c h a m b e r  

t o w a r d s   t h e   o p e n i n g   by  t he   r e l a t i v e   r o t a t i o n a l   m o v e m e n t  

of  t he   h o l l o w   and  body  m e m b e r s   so  t h a t   when  t h e   c h a m b e r  

c o n t a i n s   a  s t a c k   of  t a b l e t s ,   one  t a b l e t   at   a  t i m e   c a n  

be  d i s p e n s e d   p a s t   t h e   r e s t r a i n i n g   m e a n s ,   and  i n d i c i a  

f o r   r e l a t i n g   t h e   p e r i o d i c i t y   or  n u m b e r   of  t a b l e t  

d i s p e n s a t i o n   to  t h e   r e l a t i v e   m o v e m e n t   of  t he   h o l l o w  

and  body  m e m b e r s .  

2.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   1  in  w h i c h   t h e  

i n d i c i a   c o m p r i s e s   c o - o p e r - a t i n g   i n d i c a t i o n s   a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h   e a c h   of  t h e   e l o n g a t e   h o l l o w   member  and  t h e   b o d y  

m e m b e r .  

3.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   2  in  w h i c h  

i n d i c a t i o n s   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   one  or  b o t h   of  t he   h o l l o w  

and  body  m e m b e r s   can  be  moved  b e f o r e   f i x i n g .  

4.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  C l a i m s   1  t o  

3  in  w h i c h   t h e   r e l e a s a b l e   r e s t r a i n i n g  m e a n s   c o m p r i s e s  

i n e r t   r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l   p r o t r u d i n g   i n t o   t he   c h a m b e r  

from  t h e   c h a m b e r   w a l l   and  a d a p t e d   n o r m a l l y   to  g r i p   t h e  

e n d m o s t   t a b l e t   when  p r e s e n t   s u f f i c i e n t l y   to  h o l d   i t   a n d  

the   o t h e r   t a b l e t s   in  t he   c h a m b e r .  

5.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  C l a i m   4  in  w h i c h   t h e  

r e s t r a i n i n g   means   c o m p r i s e s   a t   l e a s t   two  l u g s ,  

d i s p o s e d   in  t he   c h a m b e r   a  s m a l l   d i s t a n c e   be low  t h e  

o p e n i n g .  



6.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y  o n e   of  C l a i m s  

1  to  5  in   w h i c h   the   p i s t o n   l i e s   w h o l l y   w i t h i n   t h e  

h o l l o w   member  or  the   c h a m b e r   d e f i n e d   by  t he   h o l l o w  

m e m b e r .  

7.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  C l a i m s  

1  to  5  in   w h i c h   the   p i s t o n   has   a t   l e a s t   one  p r o j e c t i o n  

w h i c h   can  s l i d e   a l o n g   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l  o r   s p i r a l   s l o t  

in   t he   e l o n g a t e   h o l l o w   m e m b e r  w h i l s t   b e i n g   s e a t e d   i n  

a  s p i r a l   or  l o n g i t u d i n a l   c h a n n e l   r e s p e c t i v e l y   in   t h e  

body  m e m b e r .  

B.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  o n e . o f   C l a i m s  

1  to  7  in   w h i c h   one  c o m p l e t e   r o t a t i o n   of  one  of  t h e  

m e m b e r s   i s   s u f f i c i e n t   to  d i s p e n s e   s e v e n   t a b l e t s   f r o m  

t h e   d i s p e n s e r .  

9.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  C l a i m s   1 

to  8  in   w h i c h   the   h o l l o w   and  body  m e m b e r s   e a c h   h a v e  

i r r e g u l a r i t i e s   in   t he   form  of  k n o b s   o r   d e p r e s s i o n s  

w h i c h   a r e   a r r a n g e d   to  c o - o p e r a t e   so  t h a t   t h e   t w o  

m e m b e r s   may  be  r o t a t e d   s t e p w i s e .  

10.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  C l a i m s   1 

to  9  in   w h i c h   the   r e l a t i v e   r o t a t i o n   of  t h e   h o l l o w   a n d  

body  m e m b e r s   i s   r e s t r i c t e d   to  o n l y   t he   d i r e c t i o n   w h i c h  

e x p e l s   t a b l e t s   from  t he   d i s p e n s e r .  

11.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   c o m p r i s i n g   an  e l o n g a t e   h o l l o w  

member   d e f i n i n g   a  c h a m b e r   open   a t   one  end  f o r   h o l d -  

ing   a  s t a c k   of  t a b l e t s ;   r e l e a s a b l e   r e s t r a i n i n g   m e a n s  

a d a p t e d   n o r m a l l y   to  p r e v e n t   p a s s a g e   of  a  t a b l e t   f r o m  

the   o p e n i n g   of  t he   c h a m b e r ;   a  body  member   a x i a l l y  

r o t a t a b l e   r e l a t i v e   to  t he   h o l l o w   member ;   a  p i s t o n  



l y i n g   w h o l l y   w i t h i n   t he   c h a m b e r   and  a c t u a t e d   t o  

move  a l o n g   the   c h a m b e r   t o w a r d s   the   o p e n i n g   b y  t h e  

r e l a t i v e   r o t a t i o n a l   m o v e m e n t   of  t he   h o l l o w   a n d  

body  m e m b e r s   so  t h a t   when  t h e   c h a m b e r   c o n t a i n s   a  

s t a c k   of  t a b l e t s ,   one  t a b l e t   a t   a  t i m e   can  b e  

d i s p e n s e d   p a s t   t h e   r e s t r a i n i n g   m e a n s .  

12.  A  t a b l e t   d i s p e n s e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  C la im   12  in  w h i c h  

t h e   p i s t o n   has  a t   l e a s t   one  p r o j e c t i o n   w h i c h   c a n  

s l i d e   a l o n g   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   or  s p i r a l   s l o t   in  t h e  

e l o n g a t e   h o l l o w   member   w h i l s t   b e i n g   s e a t e d   in  a  

s p i r a l   or  l o n g i t u d i n a l   c h a n n e l   r e s p e c t i v e l y   in   t h e  

body  m e m b e r .  
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