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©  Soap  holder. 

The  invention  relates  to  a  soap  holder  which  can  be 
actuated  to  discharge  a  bar  of  soap  into  the  palm  of  a  user's 
hand.  Thus  the  user  does  not  have  to  pick  up  the  soap  with 
his  fingers  and  therefore  the  likelihood  of  soap  becoming 
embedded  under  his  nails  is  lessened. 

In  one  embodiment,  the  soap  holder  (1)  comprises  a 
tray-like  member  (2)  for  holding  a  bar  of  soap  and  from 
which  the  soap  is  discharged  into  the  palm  of  a  user's  hand 
by  actuating  a  manually-operated  member  (14)  connected  to 
a  push  member  (15).  The  manually-operated  member  is 
located  below  the  tray-like  member  and  is  pivotally  sup- 
ported  from  above  the  tray-like  member  so  that  it  can  be 
pulled  forward  to  cause  the  push  member  (15)  to  push  the 
soap  off  the  tray. 



The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  s o a p   h o l d e r s   w h i c h  

a r e   u sed   to  h o l d   b a r s   of  s o a p   a d j a c e n t   wash  b a s i n s   a n d ,  

more  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,   to  a  s o a p   h o l d e r   w h i c h   can  be  a c t u a t e d ,  

when  d e s i r e d ,   in   o r d e r   to   d i s p e n s e   or  d i s c h a r g e   t h e   ba r   o f  

s o a p   i n t o   t he   hand   of  t h e   u s e r .  

H i t h e r t o ,   s o a p   h o l d e r s   have   t y p i c a l l y   c o m p r i s e d   a  t r a y ,  

d i s h   or  s i m i l a r   r e c e p t a c l e   f o r   r e t a i n i n g   a  ba r   of  soap   i n  

a  d e s i r e d   p o s i t i o n .   When  a  u s e r   p i c k s   u p  a   ba r   of  s o a p   f r o m  

s u c h   a  r e c e p t a c l e   i t   o f t e n   o c c u r s   t h a t   t h e   p e r s o n s   f i n g e r  

n a i l s ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   when  t h e   p e r s o n   has   l o n g   n a i l s ,   d i g  

i n t o   t h e   s o a p ,   w i t h   t h e   r e s u l t   t h a t   s o a p   i s   l o d g e d   u n d e r  

t h e   n a i l s   or  even   b r e a k s   l o n g   n a i l s .   T h i s   i s   a t   l e a s t  

i n c o n v e n i e n t   and  t h e   s o a p   can  be  d i f f i c u l t   to  r e m o v e . .  

An  o b j e c t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i s   to  p r o v i d e   a  

s o a p   h o l d e r   w h i c h   o v e r c o m e s   or  a l l e v i a t e s   t h e   a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  

p r o b l e m s .  

To  t h i s   end,   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   c o n s i s t s   in  a  s o a p   h o l d e r  

c o m p r i s i n g   a  t r a y - l i k e   member  f o r   h o l d i n g   a  ba r   of  s o a p ,  
and  an  a c t u a t a b l e   m e m b e r  d i s p o s e d   be low  t h e   t r a y - l i k e  

member  and  c o n n e c t e d   to   means   wh ich   c a u s e s   t h e   d i s c h a r g e   o f  

t h e   s o a p   f rom  t he   t r a y - l i k e   member  when  t h e   a c t u a t a b l e  

member  i s   a c t u a t e d ,   w h e r e b y   upon  a c t u a t i o n   of  t h e   a c t u a t a b l e  

member  t h e   soap   i s ' d i s c h a r g e d   i n t o   t h e   pa lm  o f  a   u s e r ' s   h a n d .  

H e n c e ,   a  u s e r   d o e s   no t   h a v e   to   use   h i s   or  h e r   f i n g e r s   t o  

p i c k   up  t he   bar   of  s o a p   and  t h u s   t he   p r o b l e m s   m e n t i o n e d  

a b o v e   a r e   a v o i d e d .  

C o n v e n i e n t l y ,   t h e   a c t u a t a b l e   member  i s  a   h a n d - o p e r a t e d  

member .   The  h a n d - o p e r a t e d   member  may  be  c o n n e c t e d   to  a  p u s h  

member ,   such   as  a  f l a t   ba r   or  t he   l i k e ,   a r r a n g e d   to  push   t h e  

s o a p   o f f   t he   t r a y - l i k e   member  when  the   h a n d - o p e r a t e d   m e m b e r  

i s   a c t u a t e d .  

The  h a n d - o p e r a t e d   member  and  push   member  may  b e  

p i v o t a l l y   m o u n t e d   on  a  common,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l  

a x i s .   In  one  e m b o d i m e n t ,   t h e   h a n d - o p e r a t e d   member  a n d  

push   member  a r e   s u p p o r t e d   by  means  p i v o t a l l y   m o u n t e d   o n  



t h e   h o l d e r   a b o v e   t he   t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r ,   w h e r e b y   t h e   h a n d -  

o p e r a t e d   member  can   be  p u l l e d   by  t he   f i n g e r s   of   a  p e r s o n ' s  

h a n d   to  c a u s e   t h e   p u s h   member   to   p u s h   t he   soap   o f f   t h e  

t r a y - l i k e   member   and  i n t o   t h e   p a l m   of  t he   h a n d .  

The  s o a p   h o l d e r   may  be  a d a p t e d   to  f a c i l i t a t e  

s e c u r i n g   to  a  w a l l   a b o v e   a  b a s i n .  

In  o r d e r   t h a t   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   m a y  b e   m o r e  

r e a d i l y   u n d e r s t o o d ,   r e f e r e n c e   w i l l   now  be  made  to   t h e  

a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   i n   w h i c h : -  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  one  e m b o d i m e n t  

of  soap   h o l d e r   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   a n d  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   v i ew   of  t h e   h o l d e r  

of  F i g u r e   1  t a k e n   on  t h e   l i n e   I I - I I .  

R e f e r r i n g   to  t he   d r a w i n g s ,   a  soap   h o l d e r   1  c o m -  

p r i s e s   a  t r a y - l i k e   member   2  w h i c h   e x t e n d s   f o r w a r d l y   f r o m  

a  r e a r   w a l l   3  of   t he   h o l d e r .   The  t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r   2  h a s  

a  b a s e   4  f o r   l o c a t i n g   a  b a r   of   s o a p   5 ; a n   open   f r o n t   2 a ,  

and  s i d e   w a l l s   6,  7.  Lugs   8,  9  p r o j e c t   f o r w a r d l y   f r o m  

o p p o s i t e   s i d e s   of   t h e   r e a r   w a l l   a t   t h e   u p p e r   end   t h e r e o f .  

V e r t i c a l l y   e x t e n d i n g   s u p p o r t   a rms   10,  11  a r e   m o u n t e d   o n  

t he   l u g s   8,  9  to   p i v o t   a b o u t   a  h o r i z o n t a l   a x i s   12  b y  

means   of  p i v o t   p i n s   1 3 .  

The  s u p p o r t   arms  10,   11  e x t e n d   down  p a s t   t h e  

o u t s i d e s   of  t h e   o p p o s i t e   s i d e   w a l l s   6,  7  of  t h e   t r a y - l i k e  

member .   A  f l a t   h a n d - o p e r a t e d   member   14  e x t e n d s   b e t w e e n  

t he   l o w e r   e n d s   of  t he   s u p p o r t   a rms   10,   11  so  as  to  b e  

l o c a t e d   b e l o w   t h e   t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r ,   and  a  f l a t   p u s h  

member  15  e x t e n d s   b e t w e e n   t h e   s u p p o r t   arms  a t  a   r e g i o n  

j u s t   above   t he   b a s e   4  of   t h e   t r a y - l i k e   member .   The  p u s h  

member  15  i n c l u d e s   t r a n s v e r s e   r e c e s s e s   or  c u t - o u t   p o r t i o n s  
16  a t   i t s   o p p o s i t e   e n d s   to  a c c o m m o d a t e   the   s i d e   w a l l s   6 ,  

o f   the   t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r .  

The  p u s h   member   15  e x t e n d s   b e t w e e n   the   r e a r   e d g e s  
of  t he   s u p p o r t   arms  10,  11  and  i n   i t s   r e s t   o r  i n o p e r a t i v e  

p o s i t i o n   i s   l o c a t e d   a d j a c e n t   t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e   of  t h e  

r e a r   w a l l   3  of  t h e   t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r .   The  h a n d - o p e r a t e d  

member   14  e x t e n d s   b e t w e e n   t h e   f r o n t   e d g e s   of  t h e   s u p p o r t  



a rms   and  i s   t h u s   l o c a t e d   b o t h   b e l o w   and  in   f r o n t   of  t h e  

p u s h   member  1 5 .  

The  b a s e   4  of  t h e   t r a y - l i k e   member  i s   g e n e r a l l y  

of   c o n c a v e   fo rm  and  s l o p e s   d o w n w a r d l y   f rom  t he   o p e n  

f r o n t   2a  t o w a r d s   t he   r e a r   w a l l   3.  T h i s   c o n s t r u c t i o n  

p r e v e n t s   t he   b a r   of  s o a p   a c c i d e n t l y   s l i p p i n g   o f f   t he   f r o n t .  

A  p a i r   of  r i d g e s   17  e x t e n d i n g   p a r a l l e l   to  t he   s i d e   w a l l s  

6 ,  7   a r e   p r o v i d e d   in   t h e   b a s e   4  of  t he   t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r  

f o r   s u p p o r t i n g   t he   b a r   of  s o a p   5.  D r a i n   a p e r t u r e s   1 8  

a r e   p r o v i d e d   i n   the   b a s e   t o w a r d s   t he   r e a r   of  t h e   t r a y -  
l i k e   member  so  t h a t   r e s i d u a l   w a t e r   o f f   of  t h e   s o a p   c a n  

d r a i n   f rom  t he   t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r .   A  c u r v e d   w a l l   23  e x t -  

e n d s   a c r o s s   t h e   u n d e r s i d e   of  t h e   t r a y - l i k e   member   2  

b e t w e e n   t he   s u p p o r t   a rms  1 0 , 1 1   and  d e p e n d s   f r o m   t h e   f r o n t  

of   t he   a p e r t u r e s   18  s u c h   t h a t   w a t e r   p a s s i n g   t h r o u g h   t h e  

a p e r t u r e s   can   d r a i n   down  t h e   c o n v e x   r e a r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e  
w a l l   23 .   Thus  t h e   t r a y - l i k e   member  i s   s e l f - d r a i n i n g .  

In  u s e ,   t h e   soap   h o l d e r   1  i s   m o u n t e d   on  a  w a l l   1 9  

a b o v e   a  wash   b a s i n   ( n o t   shown)   by  means   of  a  b a t t e n   o r  

t h e   l i k e   20  w h i c h   i s   s e c u r e d   to  t he   w a l l   by  s c r e w s 2 2   a n d  

h a s   an  u p p e r   p r o j e c t i o n   21  o v e r   w h i c h   the   r e a r   w a l l   3  i s  

h o o k e d .   when  t he   b a r   of  soap   5  i s   to  be  u s e d ,   a  p e r s o n  

e n g a g e s   t h e   b a c k   of  t h e   h a n d - o p e r a t e d   member   14  w i t h   t h e  

f i n g e r s   of  one  h a n d ,   w i t h   t he   p a l m   f a c i n g   up,   and   p u l l s  

t h e   h a n d - o p e r a t e d   member   f o r w a r d .   T h i s   c a u s e s   t h e   s u p p o r t  

a rms   1 0 , 1 1   to  p i v o t   a b o u t   t h e   h o r i z o n t a l   p i v o t   a x i s   1 2  

and  the   p u s h   member   15  to  be  moved  f o r w a r d l y  a n d   p u s h   t h e  

soap   o f f   t he   f r o n t   of  t he   t r a y - l i k e   member  2  i n t o   t he   p a l m  

of  t he   u s e r ' s   h a n d .  

The  s u p p o r t   arms  may  r e t u r n   to  t h e i i   i n i t i a l  

v e r t i c a l   p o s i t i o n s   u n d e r   t he   a c t i o n   of  g r a v i t y   o r ,  

a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e y   may  be  r e t u r n e d   m a n u a l l y .  

W h i l s t   a  p a r t i c u l a r   e m b o d i m e n t   of  the   i n v e n t i o n  

h a s   b e e n   d e s c r i b e d ,   i t   w i l l   be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   v a r i o u s  

m o d i f i c a t i o n s   may  be  made  w i t h o u t   d e p a r t i n g   f rom  the   s c o p e  
of  t he   i n v e n t i o n .  



1.  A  s o a p   h o l d e r   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  a  t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r  

(2 )   f o r   h o l d i n g   a  b a r   of  s o a p   ( 5 ) ,   and  an  a c t u a t a b l e   m e m b e r  

( 1 4 )   d i s p o s e d   b e l o w   the   t r a y - l i k e   member   (2 )   and  c o n n e c t e d  

to   m e a n s   ( 1 5 )   w h i c h   c a u s e s   t h e   d i s c h a r g e   of  t h e   s o a p   ( 5 )  

f r o m   t h e   t r a y - l i k e   member   (2)   when  t he   a a t u a t a t a b l e   m e m b e r  

( 1 4 )   i s   a c t u a t e d ,   w h e r e b y   upon   a c t u a t i o n   of  t h e   a c t u a t a b l e  

member   ( 1 4 )   t h e   s o a p   (  5 )   i s   d i s c h a r g e d   i n t o   t he   p a l m   o f  

a  u s e r ' s   h a n d .  

2.  A  s o a p   h o l d e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   t h e   a c t u a t a b l e   member   ( 1 4 )   i s   a  h a n d - o p e r a t e d  

m e m b e r .  

3.  A  s o a p   h o l d e r   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in   t h a t   t h e   h a n d - o p e r a t e d   member   ( 1 4 )   i s   c o n n e c t e d   to   a  

p u s h   member   ( 1 5 )   w h i c h   i s   a r r a n g e d   to   p u s h   t he   s o a p   ( 5 )  

o f f   t h e   t r a y - l i k e   member   (2)   when  t h e   h a n d - o p e r a t e d   m e m b e r  

i s   a c t u a t e d .  

4.  A  s o a p   h o l d e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   3,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in   t h a t   t h e   h a n d - o p e r a t e d   member   ( 1 4 )   and  t h e   p u s h   m e m b e r  

( 1 5 )   a r e   p i v o t a l l y   m o u n t e d   on  a  common,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

h o r i z o n t a l   a x i s   ( 1 2 ) .  

5.  A  s o a p   h o l d e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   4,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in   t h a t   t h e  b a n d - o p e r a t e d   member   ( 1 4 )   and  p u s h   member   ( 1 5 )  

a re   s u p p o r t e d   by  means   ( 1 0 , 1 1 )   p i v o t a l l y   m o u n t e d   on  t h e  

h o l d e r   a b o v e   t h e   t r a y - l i k e   member   ( 2 ) ,   w h e r e b y   t h e   h a n d -  

o p e r a t e d   member   (14 )   c a n  b e  p u l l e d   by  the   f i n g e r s   of  a  

p e r s o n ' s   h a n d   to  c a u s e   the   push   member  ( 1 5 )   to   p u s h   t h e  

soap   (5 )   o f f   t h e   t r a y - l i k e   member  (2)   and  i n t o  t h e   p a l m  

of  t h e   h a n d .  

6.  A  soap   h o l d e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  a n y  o n e   of  t h e   p r e -  

c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t he   t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r  



(2 )   s l o p e s   d o w n w a r d l y   f r o m   t he   f r o n t   edge   t o w a r d s   t h e  

r e a r   of  t h e   t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r .  

7.  A  soap   h o l d e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  a n y  o n e   of  t he   p r e c e d -  

i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   the   t r a y - l i k e   member   ( 2 )  

i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   one  or  more  a p e r t u r e s   ( 1 8 )   w h i c h   a l l o w  

w a t e r   to   d r a i n   f r o m   t h e   b a s e   (4)   of  t he   t r a y - l i k e   m e m b e r .  

8.  A  soap   h o l d e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  a n y  o n e   of  t h e   p r e c e d -  

i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   means   ( 2 0 , 2 1 )   a r e   p r o v i d e d  

f o r   m o u n t i n g   t h e   h o l d e r   on  a  w a l l .  
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