
J  J E u r o p a i s c h e s   

Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office  ©  Publication  number:  0   0 5 6   2 5 9  

Office  europeen  des  brevets  ^ 1  

EUROPEAN  PATENT  APPLICATION 

Application  number:  82100094.0  @  Int.  CI.3:  B  63  B  21/08,  F 1 6 G   1 1 / 1 0  

Date  of  filing:  08.01  .82 

©  Priority:  08.01.81  US  223255  @  Applicant:  Tostado,  Ramon,  915  West  Kensington  Road, 
Los  Angeles  California  900206  (US) 

®  D ^ f P ^ f t i o n   of  application:  21.07.82  @  ,nventor:  jostado,  Ramon,  915  West  Kensington  Road, Bulletin  82/29  Log  Ang6|es  California  goo206  (US) 

@  Designated  Contracting  States:  AT  BE  CH  DE  FR  GB  IT  (74)  Representative:  Baillie,  lain  Cameron  et  al,  c/o  Ladas  & 
LI  LU  NL  SE  Parry  Isartorplatz  5,  D-8000  Munchen  2  (DE) 

Cleat  for  multiple  sizes  of  line. 

The  present  invention  relates  to  cleats  for  securing  multi- 
ple  sizes  of  lines.  The  disclosed  cleat  has  a  base  for  mounting 
on  deck  or  dock,  and  the  cleat  head  is  pivotably  mounted  so 
that  it  may  rock  with  respect  to  its  base.  The  base  has  a  plurali- 
ty  of  stepped  seats  arranged  on  both  sides  of  the  pivot  point, 

with  higher  steps  being  disposed  towards  the  generally  cen- 
trally  located  pivot  point.  The  horns  on  the  head  cooperate  with 
the  seats  to  form  jaws  in  which  lines  of  various  sizes  can  be  re- 
leaseably  damped.  The  horns  are  slightly  upwardly  curved  to 
provide  for  easy  receipt  and  clamping  of  lines  of  different  sizes. 



T E C H N I C A L  F I E L D  

This  Invent ion   is  d i r e c t e d   to  a  c l e a t   which  can  r e c e i v e  

and  secure  l ines   of  d i f f e r e n t   s i z e s ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   used  for  moor-  

Ing  boats  and  o the r   line  s e c u r e m e n t .  

F l e x i b l e   l ines   have  long  served  as  a  means  for  c o n n e c -  

t ion  between  v a r i o u s   devices   and  equipment .   They  are  widely  u s e d  

on  boats   and  s h i p s ,   and  p a r t i c u l a r l y   s a l l b o a t s   where  va r ious   l i n e s  

are  employed  to  con t ro l   va r ious   sa i l   f u n c t i o n s .   A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  

va r ious   l ines   are  used  for  mooring  or  docking  boa t s .   F l e x i b l e  

l ines   are  a l so   used  for  va r ious   nonnau t i ca l   pu rposes ,   such  as  f o r  

h o i s t s   and  p u l l i n g   dev ices .   Of ten ,   such  l ines   must  be  t e m p o r a -  

r l l y   a t t a c h e d   to  hold  the  boat  a g a i n s t   the  dock  and  to  hold  t h e  

h o l s t   l ine  In  p o s i t i o n .   Easy,  quick  and  r e l i a b l e   a t t achmen t   i s  

d e s i r a b l e ,   t o g e t h e r   with  ease  of  r e l e a s e   of  the  l ine  when  r e l e a s e  

is  d e s i r e d .   Consequen t ly ,   severa l   types   of  b i t t s ,   c l e a t s   and 

b o l l a r d s   have  been  designed  for   the  securement   of  such  l i n e s .  

Some  of  the  p r i o r   s t r u c t u r e s   are  p a r t i c u l a r l y   des igned  so  t h a t  

they  will  not  catch  l ines   when  l ines   move  across   them,  s e e  

Thompson  U.S.  P a t e n t   107,738;  Winther  U.S.  Pa t en t   No.  2 , 8 7 0 , 7 3 3 ;  

Bigelow  U.S.  Pa t en t   3 ,126 ,859 ;   and  Johnson  U.S.  Pa t en t   3 , 5 9 7 , 8 0 8 .  

While  these   s t r u c t u r e s   have  a  movable  p a r t ,   they  are  des igned  t o  

move  from  a  f u n c t i o n i n g   p o s i t i o n   to  a  n o n f u n c t i o n i n g   p o s i t i o n .  

Another  twoplece   c l e a t   is  r e p r e s e n t e d   by  Semolic  U.S.  P a t e n t  

2 ,833 ,240 .   Thus,  t he re   is  a  need  for  a  s t r u c t u r e   which  e n h a n c e s  

c l e a t i n g   fo rce   on  a  l i n e .  

It  is  d e s i r a b l e   for   a  c l e a t   to  be  able  to  handle  l i n e s  

of  d i f f e r e n t   s i z e s   and  to  s u c c e s s i v e l y   clamp  and  c l e a t   l ines   o f  

d i f f e r e n t   s i ze s   w i thou t   ad ju s tmen t   of  the  c l e a t   between  use  w i t h  

one  s ize   of  l ine  and  use  with  ano the r   s ize   of  l i n e .  

SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVENTION 

In  o rder   to  aid  In  the  u n d e r s t a n d i n g   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n ,  

It  can  be  s t a t e d   in  e s s e n t i a l l y   summary  form  t h a t   It  Is  d f r e o t e d  

to  a  c l e a t  f o r   use  with  m u l t i p l e   s i zes   of  l ine  and  for  the  c l a m p -  

ing  securement   of  l ine  wi th in   the  c l e a t .   The  c l e a t   has  a  b a s e ,  

a n d   s tepped  s e a t s   are  formed  on  the  base.  Between  the  s t e p p e d  

s e a t s ,   a  head  Is  p i v o t e d ,   and  the  head  has  horns  which  extend  o v e r  

the  s tepped  s ea t s   on  o p p o s i t e   s ides   of  the  p ivo t   so  t ha t   r o c k i n g  

of  the  head  causes  Its  horns  to  move  In  clamping  r e l a t i o n s h i p  



with  the  s tepped  s e a t s   and  p rov id ing   space  t he rebe tween   f o r  

clamping  line  of  va r ious   s i z e s .  

It  is,   t hus ,   an  o b j e c t   of  t h i s   Invent ion   to  p r o v i d e  

a  c l e a t   s u i t a b l e   for   securement   of  m u l t i p l e   s i z e s   of  l i n e .  

It  is  ano ther   o b j e c t   to  p rov ide   such  a  c l e a t   which  has  a  head  

p ivoted   with  r e s p e c t   to  a  b a s e ,  a n d   has  horns  the reon   which  swing 

with  r e s p e c t   to  the  base  f o r  c l a m p i n g   l ine  t h e r e b e t w e e n ,   and  

s tepped  s e a t s   fac ing   the  horn  for  c o o p e r a t i o n   t h e r e w i t h   for  l i n e  

clamping.   It  Is  a  f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   to  p rovide   a  c l e a t   wherein  t h e  

s tepped  s e a t s   and  the  fac ing  horns  are  con f igu red   so  t h a t   l ines   o f  

va r ious   s i ze s   can  be  clamped  t he rebe tween   wi thou t   a d j u s t m e n t .   I t  

i s   a  f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   to  p rovide   a  c l e a t   which  can  r e l i a b l y   and 

qu ick ly   clamp  m u l t i p l e   s i zes   of  l ine  t h e r e i n   wi thou t   i n t e r m e d i a t e  

a d j u s t m e n t .  

The  f e a t u r e s   of  the  p r e s e n t   inven t ion   which  a r e  

b e l i e v e d   to  be  novel  are  se t   fo r th   with  p a r t i c u l a r i t y   In  t h e  

appended  c la ims .   The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   both  as  to  I ts   o r g a n i -  

za t ion   and  manner  of  o p e r a t i o n ,   t o g e t h e r   with  f u r t h e r   o b j e c t s  

and  advantages   t h e r e o f ,   may  be  best   unders tood   by  r e f e r e n c e   t o  

the  fo l lowing   d e s c r i p t i o n ,   taken  In  c o n j u n c t i o n   with  the  accom- 

panying  d r a w i n g s .  

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS 

FIGURE  I  is  a  s i d e - e l e v a t i o n a l   view  of  the  c l e a t   f o r  

m u l t i p l e   s i z e s   of  l ines   in  accordance   with  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n ,   w i t h  

pa r t s   broken  away  and  p a r t s   taken  in  s e c t i o n .  

FIGURE  2  is  a  plan  view  t h e r e o f .  

FIGURE  3  is  a  s e c t i o n   taken  g e n e r a l l y   along  the  l i n e  

3-3  of  FIGURE  1. 

FIGURE  4  Is  a  s e c t i o n   taken  g e n e r a l l y   along  the  l i n e  

4-4  of  FIGURE  1 .  

FIGURE  5  is  a  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n a l   view  of  the  c l e a t ,  

s i m i l a r   to  the  view  In  FIGURE  1,  but  showing  the  c l e a t   s e c u r i n g  

a  l ine  t h e r e i n ,   with  the  head  of  the  c l e a t   In  the  t i l t e d   p o s i t i o n .  

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PREFERRED  EMBODIMENT 

The  c l e a t   for  m u l t i p l e   s i z e s   of  line  In  accordance   w i t h  

t h i s   Invent Ion  Is  g e n e r a l l y   i n d i c a t e d   at  10  in  FIGURES  1,  2,  and  

3.  It  has  a  base  12  which  has  e l onga t ed   arms  14  and  16  on  which  

are  secured   the  four  f ee t   18,  20,  22,  and  24.  These  f e e t   are  e a c h  

provided  with  an  opening  t h e r e t h r o u g h ,   such  as  the  opening  26 



In  foot  24  so  t ha t   the  base  12  may  be  secured  down  to  a  s u r f a c e  

for  the  securement   of  c l e a t   10.  As  seen  In  FIGURES  1 and  2 ,  

f a s t e n i n g   bol t   28  extends   down  through  opening  26  and  Into  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e   below  s u r f a c e   30  to  secure   the  c l e a t   onto  the  s u r f a c e .  

S imi l a r   f a s t e n i n g   means  extend  down  through  the  o the r   f e e t .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   the  f ee t   extend  downwardly  s l i g h t l y   below  the  b o t t o m  

su r face   of  the  arms  14  and  16  so  t h a t   the  f ee t   clamp  s o l i d l y  

down  onto  the  s u r f a c e   30,  with  s l i g h t   c l e a r a n c e   under  the  arms 

14  and  1 6 .  

The  arms  are  con f igu red   In  the  shape  of  an  Inver ted   T .  

Arm  16  I l l u s t r a t e d   In  FIGURE  4  has  a  T-head  32  and  a  web  34.  In 

the  i n v e r t e d   p o s i t i o n   I l l u s t r a t e d ,   the  web  34  extends   u p w a r d l y .  

Arm  14  has  a  s i m i l a r   web  36,  see  FIGURES  1  and  2.  The  t o p  

edge  of  each  of  the  webs  Is  con f igu red   as  the  lower  half   of  t h e  

clamping  jaws  of  the  c l e a t   10.  As  Is  seen  In  FIGURES  I and  2 ,  

the  upper  su r f ace   of  web  36  Is  con f igu red   with  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

f l a t ,   s tepped  s e a t s .   Seats  38 ,  40   and  42  are  I l l u s t r a t e d   and  a r e  

s e p a r a t e d   by  ramps  44  and  46.  S i m i l a r   s ea t s   48 ,  50   and  52  a r e  

I l l u s t r a t e d   on  web  34 on  the  r i g h t   s ide  of  FIGURE  I,  and  s e a t s  

48  and  50  are  seen  In  FIGURE  4.  The  s ea t s   are  p r e f e r a b l y   s u b -  

s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   to  the  bottom  of  the  base  and  may  be  at  t h e  

same  he igh t   on  the  o p p o s i t e   e longa ted   arms  of  the  base.  T h u s ,  

s e a t s   38  and  48  are  at  the  same  he igh t ,   s ea t s   40  and  50  are  a t  

the  same  h e i g h t ,   and  sea t s   42  and  52  are  at  the  same  h e i g h t .  

As  Is  seen  in  FIGURE  3,  a  c e n t r a l   po r t ion   54  ha s  

f l a t   s ides   56  and  58  t h a t   has  a  s l o t   60  t h e r e t h r o u g h .   Slot   60 

extends   from  one  s ide  to  the  o t h e r   of  the  base  and  is  s l o t t e d  

up  and  down  In  the  base.   Stop  screw  62  Is  an  ad jus tmen t   sc rew 

which  extends   downward  through  the  c e n t r a l   po r t i on   54  of  t h e  

base  and  ex tends   into  s l o t   6 0 .  

Head  64  has  horns  66  and  68  which  extend  l a t e r a l l y  

from  the  c e n t r a l   p o r t i o n   of  the  head.  At  the  c e n t r a l   p o r t i o n ,  

webs  70  and  72,  see  FIGURE  3,  extend  downwardly  and  embrace  

the  c e n t r a l   p o r t i o n   54  of  the  base.   Pivot   pin  74  e x t e n d s  

through  the  webs  and  through  the  s l o t   60,  beneath  stop  s c r e w  

62.  P ivot   pin  74  permi t s   rocking  of  head  64  on  the  p ivot   p i n  

with  i ts   horns  66  and  68  moving  towards  and  away  from  t h e  

co r r e spond ing   webs  34  and  36.  

The  horns  66  and  58  r e s p e c t i v e l y   have  s t r a i g h t   s e c t i o n s  



76  and  78  c l o s e l y   a d j a c e n t   the  webs  70  and  72,  towards  the  I n n e r  

p o r t i o n s   of  the  horns.   The  horns  have  g e n t l e   upward  curves  80 

and  82  outwardly   from  the  s t r a i g h t   s e c t i o n .   FIGURE  4  shows  horn  

68  with  i ts  downwardly  d i r e c t e d   f l anges   84  and  86  p o s i t i o n e d  

outwardly   from  recess   88.  The  recess   88  Is  app rox ima te ly   t h r e e  

times  as  large  as  the  t h i c k n e s s   of  web  34  so  t h a t   a  l ine  will  be  

curved  into  secure   engagement  between  the  ups tand ing   web  and 

downwardly  d i r e c t e d   f l anges   on  the  horn.  The  g e n t l e   upward 

curves  80  and  82  of  the  horns  as  they  extend  outward  from  t h e  

cen t r a l   p ivot   towards  the  ou te r   ends  provide   more  open  s p a c i n g  

between  the  lower  pa r t   of  the  horns  and  the  upper  fac ing   s t e p s  

on  webs  34  and  36.  In  view  of  the  f ac t   t h a t   the  s t eps   a r e  

g e n e r a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l ,   the  angle  between  the  s tep  and  the  a d j a -  

cent   pa r t   of  the  horn  at  which  the  l ine  Is  engaged  Is  more  a c u t e  

than  if  the  webs  on  the  base  were  curved  downwardly .  

In  use,  a  line  Is  pu l l ed   Into  the  space  between  t h e  

upwardly  fac ing  webs  on  the  base  and  the  lower  curve  of  t h e  

horns  on  the  head.  As  a  p a r t i c u l a r   example,   l ine  90  is  p u l l e d  

Into  the  space  between  web  36  and  horn  66.  In  view  of  i t s   i n t e r -  

mediate  s i z e ,   It  can  r e a d i l y   be  pu l led   onto  sea t   40  as  I n d i c a t e d  

In  FIGURE  1.  This  a c t i on   rocks  head  64  to  the  r i g h t .   N e x t ,  

l ine  90  Is  pu l l ed   under  horn  68  and  over  web  34,  rocking  t h e  

head  to  the  l e f t .   This  p o r t i o n   of  the  line  90  Is  i d e n t i f i e d   a s  

90'  in  the  r i g h t   po r t i on   of  FIGURE  1  and  It  Is  pul led   up  o n t o  

sea t   50,  beneath  horn  68,  as  shown  In  FIGURES  I  and  4.  By 

t h i s   c l e a t i n g   a c t i o n ,   the  l ine  90  Is  se ized   or  c inched  on  s e a t  

40  and  Is  engaged  on  s ea t   50  whereupon  i t  i s   loaded  by  r o c k i n g  

the  head  to  the  l e f t .  

Clea t   10  Is  s u i t a b l e   for  use  with  m u l t i p l e   s i z e s   o f  

l ine   wi thout   ad jus tmen t   of  stop  screw  62  because  of  I ts   s t e p p e d  

s e a t s   and  the  small  c u r v a t u r e   under  the  horns,   fac ing   t h e  

s e a t s .   A  large  l ine  can  be  p laced  on  one  of  the  lower  s e a t s  

and  s t i l l   the  angle  between  which  the  line  Is  se ized   and  engaged  

is  s u f f i c i e n t l y   acute   t h a t   the   l ine  is  not  squeezed  out  o f  

engagement.   S i m i l a r l y ,   a  small  line  can  b e  s e i z e d   or  c i n c h e d  

on  one  of  the  h igher   s e a t s   and  engaged  on  a  s i m i l a r   high  s e a t  

on  the  o p p o s i t e   s ide   of  the  p i v o t .   Three  d i f f e r e n t   l ine  s i z e s  

are  shown,  to  I n d i c a t e   how  the  c l e a t   10  can  engage  m u l t i p l e  

s i zes   w i thou t   a d j u s t m e n t .   The  a d j u s t a b l e   stop  screw  62  I s  



usua l ly   only  employed  to   a d j u s t   the  c l e a t   for  the  g e n e r a l  

s e r v i c e   In  which  it  will   be  used,  inc lud ing   the  s ize   of  the  b o a t  

on  which  It  is  I n s t a l l e d   which  is  r e l a t e d   to  the  s ize   range  o f  

the  l ines  for  which  the  c l e a t   10  will   be  u t i l i z e d .   While  t h r e e  

sea t   he igh t s   are  i l l u s t r a t e d   and  the  head  of  the  c l e a t   Is  l e v e l ,  

It  can  be  r e a d i l y   seen  t h a t   the  same  line  may  engage  upon  s e a t s  

at  two  d i f f e r e n t   h e i g h t s   on  o p p o s i t e   s ides   of  the  p ivo t   so  t h a t  

f ive  d i f f e r e n t   clamping  p a i r s   are  a v a i l a b l e   for  s e i z i n g   and 

engaging  the  l i n e .  

FIGURE  5  I l l u s t r a t e s   the  manner  In  which  the  c l e a t   10 

can  secure   a  l ine  of  l a rge r   than  minimum  s i ze .   When  the  l i n e  

Is  f i r s t   pu l l ed   into  the  opening  bolow  the  l e f t   horn,  the  head  

t i l t s   to  the  r i g h t   as  shown.  The  l ine  is  se ized   beneath  t h e  

horn,  and  when  the  same  line  is  pu l led   under  the  r i g h t   h o r n ,  

as  I l l u s t r a t e d   In  FIGURE  5,  engagement  occurs   when  the  l ine  i s  

then  pu l led   under  the  r i g h t   hand  horn  under  the  loaded  end  of  t h e  

head.  Due  to  the  leverage  of  the  engagement  of  the  line  u n d e r  

the  r i g h t   hand  horn,  s e i z i n g   or  c inch ing   s t r o n g l y   occurs   on  t h e  

line  under  the  l e f t   horn  to  r e l i a b l y   c l e a t   the  l ine .   F u r t h e r m o r e ,  

with  the  f l e x i b i l i t y   of  such  l i ne s ,   the  f l e x i b i l i t y   will   make  up 
for  i n t e r m e d i a t e   line  s i z e s .   Thus,  m u l t i p l e   s i zes   of  l ine  can  

be  r e a d i l y   c l e a t e d   by  s e i z i n g   or  c inch ing   the  line  on  one  s e a t  

under  i ts   a d j a c e n t   horn  and  engaging  or  loading  the  l ine  onto  a  

sea t   on  the  o the r   end  of  the  c l e a t   base  to  coact   with  t h a t   ho rn  

for   l ine  s e c u r e m e n t .  

This  Invent ion   has  been  de sc r i bed   In  Its  p r e s e n t l y  

con templa ted   best   mode,  and  It  is  c l e a r   t h a t   It  is  s u s c e p t i b l e  

to  numerous  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,   modes  and  embodiments  wi th in   t h e  

a b i l i t y   of  those   s k i l l e d   In  t h e  a r t   and  wi thout   the  e x e r c i s e   o f  

the  i nven t ive   f a c u l t y .   Accord ing ly ,   the  scope  of  t h i s   I n v e n t i o n  

Is  de f ined   by  the  scope  of  the  fo l lowing   c l a i m s .  



1.  A  c l e a t  c o m p r i s i n g :   a  base,   means  on  said  b a s e  

for  secur ing   said  base  onto  a  s u r f a c e ,   said  base  having  f i r s t  

and  second  o p p o s i t e l y   d isposed  e longa t ed   arms,  each  of  sa id   arms 

having  an  upwardly  d i r e c t e d   web,  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  upwardly  d i r e c t e d  

s e a t s   on  each  of  said  webs;  a  head  p i v o t a l l y   mounted  on  s a i d  

base,   said  head  having  f i r s t   and  second  e longa ted   horns  d i r e c t e d  

over  sa id   webs  so  t h a t   p i v o t a l  m o t i o n   of  said  head  moves  s a i d  

horns  towards  and  away  from  said  webs,  each  of  said  horns  h a v i n g  

a  downwardly  d i r e c t e d   s u r f a c e   p o s i t i o n e d   at  an  acute   angle  w i t h  

r e s p e c t   to  said  s e a t s   so  t h a t ,   In  use,  a  l ine  may  be  s e i zed   on 

one  of  said  s e a t s   and  under  I ts   a d j a c e n t   horn  on  one  end  of  s a i d  

c l e a t   and  engaged  on  ano the r   sea t   and  under  I ts   fac ing  horn  on 
the  o the r   end  of  sa id   c l e a t   for  c l e a t i n g   the  l ine  on  sa id   c l e a t .  

2.  The  c l e a t   as  claimed  In  Claim  1  wherein  s a i d  

s e a t s   are  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   to  each  o the r   and  are  d i s p o s e d  

s t e p - w i s e   from  the  d i s t a l   ends  of  said  base  to  the  po in t   at  which  

said  head  Is  p i v o t a l l y   mounted  on  said  base,   the  s e a t s   c l o s e r  t o  

the  po in t   at  which  said  head  is  p i v o t a l l y   mounted  a lso   b e i n g  

more  c l o s e l y   spaced  from  said  h e a d .  

3.  The  c l e a t   as  claimed  In  Claim 2  wherein  each  o f  

sa id   horns  has  a  pa i r   of  downwardly  d i r e c t e d   f l anges   spaced  a p a r t  
with  a  recess   t he rebe tween   with  sa id   recess   fac ing   the  c o r r e s p o n d -  

Ing  web  on  said  b a s e .  

4.  The  c l e a t   as  claimed  In  Claim  3  wherein  s a i d  

recess   Is  at  l eas t   twice  as  wide  as  the  t h i c k n e s s   of  said  web 

so  t h a t ,   in  use,   a  line  can  be  engaged  in  c inched  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  
between  said  web  and  sa id   downwardly  fac ing  f l anges   on  said  h o r n .  

5.  The  c l e a t   as  claimed  In  Claim  I  f u r t h e r   i n c l u d i n g  

p ivo t   means  on  said  base  and  said  p ivo t   means  on  sa id   head  f o r  

p i v o t a l l y   mounting  sa id   head  to  said  base  and  ad jus tmen t   means 
for  a d j u s t i n g   said  head  towards  and  away  from  said  base  to  a d j u s t  
the  spacing  between  said  s ea t s   and  said  h o r n s .  

6.  The  c l e a t   as  claimed  In  Claim  5  wherein  s a i d  

p ivo t   means  on  said  base  and  said  head  comprise:   an  upward ly  
d i r e c t e d   boss  on  said  base,   a  pa i r   of  downwardly  d i r e c t e d   webs 

on  said  head  embracing  the  s ides   of  said  boss,   and  a  p ivo t   p i n  

ex tend ing   t h e r e t h r o u g h   to  permi t   p ivo t i ng   of  said  head  with  r e s p e c t  
to  sa id   b a s e .  
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