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(54)  Transfer  printing. 

v57)  A  transfer  material  comprising  a  substrate  (2),  a  first layer  (3)  of  thermoplastic  wax-like  material  formed  on  said substrate,  a  second  layer  (4)  of  thermoplastic  material formed  on  said  first  layer  (3),  and  a  design  layer  (5)  formed 
on  said  second  layer.  The  materials  of  said  first  and  second layers  are  heat-sensitive  and  have  such  a  characteristic  that 
they  are  not  tacky  at  room  temperature  but  activatable  upon heating  to  become  tacky  and  remain  so  for  a  predetermined period  of  time  after  said  heating  is  terminated  and  solidify  to effect  complete  adhesion  upon  lapse  of  said  predetermined 
period  of  time.  The  materials  are  decomposable  when heated  above  the  temperature  at  which  they  are  activated, and  the  material  of  the  first  layer  has  a  higher  degree  of adhesivity  to  an  object  to  be  transfer-printed  than  that  of  the material  of  the  second  layer  to  a  transfer  head  used  in  the 
process  of  transfer  printing. 
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