EP 0 058 574 A3

Europaisches Patentamt
o European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

@Publicationnumber: 0 058 574

A3

® EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@ Application number: 82300813.1

@ Date of filing: 17.02.82

® a3 G 02 B 5/14
A 61 B 1/00, A 61 B 1/06
C 03 B 37/14

Priority: 17.02.81 JP 22082781
20.01.82 JP 5907:82

Date of publication of application:
25.08.82 Bulletin 8234
Date of deferred publication of search report: 01.12.82

Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH DE IT LI NL SE

@ Applicant: Fuji Photo Optical Co., Ltd.
1-324 Uetake-cho Omiya-shi
Saitama-ken{JP)

@ Inventor: Kojima, Takuo
Fuji Photo Optical Co. Ltd. 1-324, Uetake-cho
Omiya-shi Saitama-ken(JP)

@ Inventor: Ishibashi, Kuniaki
Fuji Photo Optical Co. Ltd. 1-324 Uetake-cho
Omiya-shi Saitama-ken(JP)

Representative: Ayers, Martyn Lewis Stanley et al,
J.A. KEMP & CO. 14 South Square Gray’s Inn
London, WC1R 5EU(GB)

@ Method of and apparatus for restoring the light transmittance of an image transmitting optical fiber bundle used in a

fiberoptic endoscope.

@ Exposure of a fiberoptic endoscope X-ray or y-ray
irradiation causes discoloration of fiber bundle with a
reduction in light transmittance and makes observation or
examination difficult. According to the invention the irradia-
tion-induced reduction in light transmittance of the image
transmitting fiber bundle 52 is eliminated by visible light
radiation thereto through its end using a light source 64
attachable to the exit end of the endoscope. Visible light
radiation having short wavelength causes the transmittance
1o recover to that before irradiation in a short period of time.
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