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@  Box  or  carton  for  packaging  eggs  or  the  like. 

The  present  invention  concerns  a  box  or  carton  for  pack- 
aging  eggs,  fruit  or  other  articles,  comprising  a  moulded  base 
part  (1)  having  article  receiving  pockets  (4),  a  separate  flat  lid 
(2)  which,  in  its  closed  position  on  the  base  part,  is  centrally 
supported  by  posts  (5)  upstanding  from  the  base  part  between 
the  article  receiving  pockets,  and  has  flaps  (18)  depending 
from  at  least  two  opposite  edges  of  the  lid,  and  means  (15)  for 
fastening  the  lid  in  its  closed  position.  The  flaps  (18)  depend 
within  the  base  part  juxtaposed  side  walls  thereof  and  have 
lower  edges  resting  on  supports  (13)  projecting  inwardly  from 
the  side  walls  of  the  base  part  and  spaced  below  the  rim  (12)  of 
the  base  part,  whereby  to  support  the  edges  of  the  lid. 



The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  b o x e s   o r  

c a r t o n s   f o r   p a c k a g i n g   e g g s ,   f r u i t   or   o t h e r   a r t i c l e s   a n d ,  

more  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,   to   s u c h   b o x e s   or  c a r t o n s   of  t h e   t y p e  

c o m p r i s i n g   a  m o u l d e d   b a s e   p a r t   h a v i n g   a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g  

p o c k e t s   and   a  s e p a r a t e   f l a t   c o v e r   p a r t   or   l i d   w h i c h ,   i n  

i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n ,   i s   d i s p o s e d   o v e r   t h e   o p e n ,   u p p e r  

e n d s   o f   t h e   p o c k e t s   i n   the  b a s e   p a r t   and   i s   a t   l e a s t  

p a r t i a l l y   s u p p o r t e d   by  p o s t s  u p s t a n d i n g   f r o m   t h e   b a s e  

p a r t   b e t w e e n   t h e   p o c k e t s .  

Egg  b o x e s   of  t he   a b o v e   t y p e   a r e   k n o w n   and  m a y  

c o m p r i s e   a  b a s e   p a r t   w h i c h   i s   of   r e c t a n g u l a r   s h a p e   i n  

p l a n   and   m o u l d e d   f r o m   p l a s t i c s   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l   and  a  

r e c t a n g u l a r   f l a t   c a r d b o a r d   l i d .   The  b a s e   p a r t   i s   o f  

a  h e i g h t   g r e a t e r   t h a n   t h a t   of  t h e   e g g s   to   be  d i s p o s e d  

in   i t s   a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s .   The  s e p a r a t e   f l a t   l i d  

can   be  p r i n t e d   on  i n   t he   f l a t   p o s i t i o n   and  r e a d i l y  

p e r m i t s   t h e   egg   b o x e s   to  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a d v e r t i s i n g  

and  o t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n   r e q u i r e d   by  s u p p l i e r s .   H o w e v e r ,  

known   b o x e s   of   t h i s   t y p e   have   p r e s e n t e d   p r o b l e m s   w i t h  

r e g a r d   to   e a s e   of  c l o s i n g   and  f a s t e n i n g   t h e   s e p a r a t e  

l i d s   and   w i t h   r e g a r d   to  p r o v i d i n g   s u f f i c i e n t   s t r u c t u r a l  

i n t e g r i t y ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y ,   a t   t h e   e d g e s   of   t h e   l i d ,   t o  

p e r m i t   t h e   b o x e s   to  be  s t a c k e d   one  on  t o p   of   t h e   o t h e r  

f o r   t h e   p u r p o s e   of   t r a n s p o r t ,   s t o r a g e   and   d i s p l a y   w i t h -  

ou t   d a m a g e   to   t h e i r   c o n t e n t s .  

I n   one  c o m m e r c i a l   f o r m   of   egg   box   o f   t h e   t y p e  

d e s c r i b e d ,   t h e   c a r d b o a r d   l i d   i s   c l i p p e d   to   t h e   u p s t a n d i n g  

p o s t s   o f   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   i n   o r d e r   to  h o l d   i t   i n   i t s   c l o s e d  

p o s i t i o n .   The  l i d   has   t a g s   of  b a r b - l i k e   s h a p e   w h i c h  

a r e   s t a m p e d   f r o m   t h e   l i d  m a t e r i a l   and  a r e   d e p r e s s e d  

t h r o u g h   h o l e s   in   t h e   t o p s   of  t he   p o s t s .   S u c h   d e v i c e s  

a r e   d i f f i c u l t   to  f a s t e n .   M o r e o v e r ,   t h e   e d g e s   of  t h e  

l i d   r e s t   on  a  l i p   f o r m e d   a b o u t   t h e   i n s i d e   of  t h e   r i m  

of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   so  t h a t ,   w h i l s t   t h e   l i d   i s   a d e q u a t e l y  



s u p p o r t e d   c e n t r a l l y   by  t h e   p o s t s ,   i t s   e d g e s   a r e   n o t  

and  h a v e   a  t e n d e n c y   to   b e n d   d o w n w a r d l y   w i t h i n   t h e   b a s e  

p a r t ,   t h e r e b y   r i s k i n g   d a m a g e   to   t h e   c o n t e n t s   of   t h e   b o x ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,   u n d e r   t h e   w e i g h t   o f   a  s t a c k   of  b o x e s .  

B r i t i s h   S p e c i f i c a t i o n   No.  1 0 0 8 4 8 1   d e s c r i b e d   a n  

egg  box   h a v i n g   a  m o u l d e d   b a s e   p a r t   and  a  f l a t   l i d   i n  

w h i c h   t h e   l i d   o v e r l a p s   o p p o s i t e   l o n g i t u d i n a l   e d g e s   o f  

t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and  h a s   f l a p s   d e p e n d i n g   f r o m   t h e   l o n g i t u d i n a l  

e d g e s   of   t h e   l i d   and  e x t e n d i n g   d o w n w a r d l y   a g a i n s t   t h e  

o u t s i d e s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t s .   T h e s e   f l a p s   may  be  p r i n t e d  

w i t h   a d v e r t i s i n g   or  o t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n   so  t h a t   s u c h   i n f o r -  

m a t i o n   i s   v i s i b l e   f r o m   t h e   s i d e   when   t h e   b o x e s   a r e   s t o r e d  

or  d i s p l a y e d   i n   a  s t a c k  a n d   a r e   f a s t e n e d   to   t h e   s i d e s  

of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   by  a d h e s i v e ,   i n   o r d e r   t o  

r e t a i n   t he   l i d   in   i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .   W h i l s t   t h i s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n   p r o v i d e s   s a t i s f a c t o r y   s u p p o r t   f o r   t h e   l i d  

so  t h a t   b o x e s   c a n   be  s t a c k e d   w i t h o u t   r i s k   of  d a m a g e   t o  

t h e i r   c o n t e n t s ,   t h e y   may  be  d i f f i c u l t   to  o p e n   a n d ,   o n c e  

o p e n ,   may  n o t  b e   r e a d i l y   f a s t e n e d .  

I t   i s   an  o b j e c t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t o  

e l l e v i a t e   t h e   d i s a d v a n t a g e s   of  t h e   a b o v e   d e s c r i b e d   t y p e  

of   p a c k a g i n g   and   to   p r o v i d e   a  m o u l d e d   b o x   or  c a r t o n  

h a v i n g   a  s e p a r a t e   f l a t   l i d   w h i c h   i s   a d e q u a t e l y   s u p p o r t e d  

a t   i t s   e d g e s .   I t   i s   a n o t h e r   o b j e c t   to   p r o v i d e   s u c h   a  

box   or  c a r t o n   i n   w h i c h   t h e   l i d   may  be  r e a d i l y   f a s t e n e d  

i n   i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n - ,   i s   e a s y   to  o p e n ,   and  i f   r e q u i r e d ,  

r e f a s t e n e d .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   c o n s i s t s   i n   a  box   or  c a r t o n   f o r  

p a c k a g i n g   e g g s ,   f r u i t   or   o t h e r   a r t i c l e s ,   c o m p r i s i n g   a  

m o u l d e d   b a s e   p a r t   h a v i n g   a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s ,   a  

s e p a r a t e   f l a t   c o v e r   p a r t   or  l i d  w h i c h ,   i n   i t s   c l o s e d  

p o s i t i o n   on  t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,   i s   c e n t r a l l y   s u p p o r t e d   b y  

p o s t s   u p s t a n d i n g   f r o m   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   b e t w e e n  t h e  a r t i c l e  

r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s ,   and   h a s   f l a p s   d e p e n d i n g   f r o m   a t   l e a s t  



two  o p p o s i t e   e d g e s   of   t h e   l i d ,   and  m e a n s   f o r   f a s t e n i n g  

t h e   l i d   i n   i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e  

f l a p s   d e p e n d   w i t h i n   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   j u x t a p o s e d   s i d e   w a l l s  

t h e r e o f   and  h a v e   l o w e r   e d g e s   r e s t i n g   on  l e d g e s   p r o j e c t i n g  

i n w a r d l y   f r o m   t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   s p a c e d  

b e l o w   t h e   r i m   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,   w h e r e b y   to  s u p p o r t   t h e  

e d g e s   of  t h e   l i d .   The  b a s e   p a r t   and   l i d   may  be  o f  

c o n v e n t i o n a l   r e c t a n g u l a r   s h a p e   i n   p l a n   and   t h e   b a s e   p a r t  

may  c o m p r i s e   m u t u a l l y   p a r a l l e l   rows   of  a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g  

p o c k e t s   w i t h   t he   p o s t s   b e i n g   f o r m e d   a t   s u i t a b l e   p o s i t i o n s  

b e t w e e n   t h e   r ows   and   p r o j e c t i n g   u p w a r d l y   to  p o s i t i o n s  

s l i g h t l y   b e l o w   t h e   r i m   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t .   C o n v e n i e n t l y  

t h e   l e d g e s   or  o t h e r   s u p p o r t   means   f o r   t h e   l o w e r   e d g e s  

of  t h e   f l a p s   may  be  f o r m e d   by  t h e   u p p e r   e n d s   of   h a l f  

p o s t s   m o u l d e d   i n   t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   b e t w e e n  

the   p o c k e t s   of   t h e   r ows   a d j o i n i n g   t h e   s i d e   w a l l s .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   t h e   l i d   i s   f a s t e n e d   i n   i t s   c l o s e d  

p o s i t i o n   by  p i p s   or  l u g s   p r o j e c t i n g   i n w a r d l y   f r o m   o p p o s i t e  

s i d e   w a l l s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   a t   or  a d j a c e n t   i t s   r i m   a n d  

a d a p t e d   to  e n g a g e   o v e r   t h e   t o p   of  t h e   l i d   when   c l o s e d .  

T h e s e   r e t a i n i n g   p i p s   or  l u g s   a r e   p r e f e r a b l y   d i s p o s e d   o n  

t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   a d j a c e n t   e d g e s   of  t h e  

l i d   n o t   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   t h e   d e p e n d i n g   s u p p o r t i n g   f l a p s .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   p i p s   or  l u g s   may  be  d i s p o s e d  

on  t h e   w a l l s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   j u x t a p o s e d   t h e   s u p p o r t  

f l a p s   and  be  a d a p t e d   to  e n g a g e   in   o p e n i n g s   in   t h e  

l a t t e r   i n   o r d e r   to  f a s t e n   t h e   l i d   i n   i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .  

I n   o r d e r   t h a t   t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   may  be  m o r e  

r e a d i l y   u n d e r s t o o d ,   r e f e r e n c e   w i l l   now  be  made  to  t h e  

a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s   i n   w h i c h : -  

F i g u r e   1  i s  a   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  an  egg  b o x  

c o n s t r u c t e d   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a n d  

s h o w i n g   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and  l i d   s e p a r a t e d ,  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of   t h e   box   of  F i g u r e   1,  a n d  



F i g u r e   F i g u r e   3  i s   a  s e c t i o n   on  t h e   l i n e   I I I - I I I   o f  

F i g u r e  2   s h o w i n g   t he   l i d   i n   i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .  

R e f e r r i n g   to  t he   d r a w i n g s ,   t h e   egg  box   c o m p r i s e s  

a  m o u l d e d   p l a s t i c s   b a s e   p a r t   1  and   a  s e p a r a t e   c a r d b o a r d  

l i d   2  w h i c h   a r e   of  g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   s h a p e   i n   p l a n .   ] 
The  b a s e   p a r t   may  be  a  one  p i e c e   m o u l d i n g   of   p l a s t i c s  

s h e e t   m a t e r i a l .   Fo r   e x a m p l e ,   c o n v e n i e n t l y ,   i t   i s   a  

f l u i d   p r e s s u r e - f o r m e d   or  v a c u u m   f o r m e d   f r o m   h i g h   i m p a c t  

p o l y s t y r e n e   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l .  I n   t h e   p r e f e r r e d   f o r m   o f  

t h e   i n v e n t i o n   u s e d   f o r   p a c k a g i n g   e g g s ,   t h e   p a c k a g e  

c o m p r i s e s   two  s u c h   b a s e   p a r t s   1  f o r m e d   as  an  i n t e g r a l  

u n i t   and   j o i n e d   t o g e t h e r   a t   m u t u a l l y   a d j a c e n t   l o n g i t u d i n a l  

e d g e s   by  s m a l l   s p a c e d   p l a s t i c  w e b s   3  ( F i g u r e   1)  w h i c h  

p r o v i d e   a  l i n e   of  w e a k n e s s   a l o n g   w h i c h   t h e   p a c k a g e   c a n  

be  r e a d i l y   s p l i t   i n t o   i t s   two  c o m p o n e n t   b a s e   p a r t s   e a c h  

c o n t a i n i n g ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   t w e l v e   e g g s .   The  two  c o m p o n e n t  

b a s e   p a r t s   a r e   i d e n t i c a l   and   t h e r e f o r e   o n l y   one   b a s e   p a r t  

i s   i l l u s t r a t e d   i n   f u l l   and  w i l l   be  d e s c r i b e d   i n   d e t a i l .  

T h e  b a s e   p a r t   1  c o m p r i s e s   t w e l v e   e g g   r e c e i v i n g  

p o c k e t s  4   d i s p o s e d   i n   t h r e e   m u t u a l l y   p a r a l l e l   r o w s  

e x t e n d i n g   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and  h a s   s i d e  

and   e n d   w a l l s   p r o j e c t i n g   u p w a r d l y   f r o m   t h e   t o p s   of  t h e  

p o c k e t s   a t   t h e   s i d e s   and   e n d s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t .   T h e  

h e i g h t   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   i s   s o m e w h a t   g r e a t e r   t h a n   t h a t   o f  

t h e   e g g s   to  be  p a c k a g e d   i n   t h e   b a s e   p a r t .  

W i t h i n   t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,   t h e   r o w s   of   p o c k e t s   4  

a r e   s e p a r a t e d   f r o m   one  a n o t h e r   by  h o l l o w   p o s t s   5 , 6  

m o u l d e d   a t   t h e   c e n t r e   a t   e a c h   a r r a y   of   f o u r   a d j a c e n t  

p o c k e t s   and  h o l l o w   p a r t i t i o n s   i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g   t h e   p o s t s  

and  t h e   end   w a l l s   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t .   T h u s   a d j a c e n t  

p o c k e t s   i n   e a c h   row  a r e   s e p a r a t e d   f r o m   one  a n o t h e r   b y  

t r a n s v e r s e   h o l l o w   p a r t i t i o n s   7  w h i c h   i n t e r c o n n e c t   t h e  

h o l l o w   p o s t s   5 , 6   and   j o i n   t he   l a t t e r   to   h o l l o w   h a l f  

p o s t s   8  m o u l d e d   i n - t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   o f   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   1 .  



The  w a l l s   of   t h e   p o s t s ,   h a l f   p o s t s ,   p a r t i t i o n s ,   s i d e   a n d  

end  w a l l s   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   a r e   so  s h a p e d   t h a t   e a c h  

p o c k e t   i s   of   g e n e r a l l y   p a r t   e g g - s h a p e .   M o u l d e d   o n  

t h e   o u t s i d e s   of   t h e   p o c k e t s   a r e   h o l l o w   a x i a l l y   e x t e n d i n g  

r i b s   9  w h i c h   s e r v e   to   s t i f f e n   t h e   p o c k e t   and  a c t s   a s  

c u s h i o n s   to  p r o t e c t   t h e   e g g s   a g a i n s t   s i d e   b l o w s   or  s h o c k s .  

The  c l o s e d   b o t t o m   of   e a c h   p o c k e t  4   i s   f o r m e d   w i t h   a n  

i n t e r n a l   h o l l o w   b o s s   10 ,   w h i c h   s e r v e s   as  a  p r o t e c t i v e  

c u s h i o n   f o r   t h e   b o t t o m   of   an  egg   and  to  s t i f f e n   t h e  

c l o s e d   b o t t o m   of   t h e   p o c k e t .  

I t   w i l l   be  s e e n   t h a t   t h e   c e n t r a l   p o s t s   6  a r e  

s h o r t e r   t h a n   t h e   o t h e r   p o s t s   5  i n   o r d e r   to   f a c i l i t a t e  

r e m o v a l   of   e g g s   f r o m   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   1.  The  f o u r   t a l l e r  

p o s t s   5  t e r m i n a t e   in   f l a t   e n d s   11  w h i c h   a r e   d i s p o s e d  

s l i g h t l y   b e l o w   t h e   l e v e l   o f   t h e   r i m   f l a n g e   12  of  t h e  

b a s e   p a r t .   The  h a l f   p o s t s   8  m o u l d e d   i n   t h e   s i d e   w a l l s  

of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   h a v e   f l a t   u p p e r   ends   s p a c e d   some  d i s t a n c e  

b e l o w   t h e   r i m   f l a n g e   and  a r r a n g e d   to  s e r v e   as  l e d g e s   o r  

s u p p o r t s   13  f o r   s i d e   f l a p s   of  t h e   l i d   2,  as  w i l l   b e  

h e r e i n a f t e r   more  f u l l y   d e s c r i b e d .  

P r o j e c t i n g   i n w a r d l y   f r o m   e a c h   end  w a l l   of   t h e  

b a s e   p a r t ,   a t   and  a d j a c e n t   t h e   r i m   f l a n g e   12,  a r e   a  p a i r  

of  h o l l o w   r e t a i n i n g   l u g s   15  f o r   t h e   l i d .   S m a l l   s h o u l d e r s  

16  a r e   m o u l d e d   a t   e a c h   c o r n e r   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   j u s t  

b e l o w   t h e   r i m   f l a n g e   i n   o r d e r   to  s u p p o r t   t h e   c o r n e r s   o f  

t h e   l i d   when  i t   i s   d i s p o s e d   in   p o s i t i o n   on  t h e   b a s e .  

M o u l d e d   i n   the  end   w a l l s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   b e l o w   and  i n  

a l i g n m e n t   w i t h   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   l u g s   15  a r e   h o l l o w  

p r o t u b r a n c e s   17  w h i c h   t e r m i n a t e   a t   s p a c e d   p o s i t i o n s  

b e l o w   t h e   l u g s   15  and  p r o v i d e   s t a c k i n g   s h o u l d e r s   on  t h e  

o u t s i d e s   of  t h e   end   w a l l s   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   f o r   e n g a g e m e n t  

by  t h e   l u g s .   Fo r   t he   p u r p o s e   of  s t o r a g e ,   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

and  f e e d i n g   i n t o   a u t o m a t i c   egg  p a c k i n g   m a c h i n e r y ,   t h e  

b a s e s   a r e   s t a c k e d   in   n e s t e d   r e l a t i o n .   When  so  s t a c k e d ,  

t h e   s t a c k i n g   s h o u l d e r s   of  an  u p p e r   box   r e s t   on  t h e  



l u g s   of  t h e   b a s e   w i t h i n   w h i c h   i t   i s   n e s t e d   i n   o r d e r   t o  

p r e v e n t   t h e   p a r t s  f r o m   w e d g i n g   or  j a m m i n g   t o g e t h e r   a n d  

f a c i l i t a t e   d e - s t a c k i n g   o f   t h e   b a s e s   by  m e c h a n i c a l  

s e p a r a t i n g   d e v i c e s .  

The  r e c t a n g u l a r   l i d   2  h a s   a  f l a t   t o p   w i t h  

f l a p s   18  d e p e n d i n g   f rom  o p p o s i t e   l o n g i t u d i n a l   e d g e s   o f  

t h e   t o p .   The  f l a p s   18  a r e   i n t e g r a l   w i t h   t h e   t o p   a n d  

a r e   f o l d e d   d o w n w a r d l y   a b o u t   c r e a s e s   19  f o r m e d   i n   t h e   l i d  

m a t e r i a l .   I n   i t s   s t a c k e d   p o s i t i o n ,   p r i o r   to   f o l d i n g  

down  of  t h e   f l a p s ,   t h e   l i d   2  may  r e a d i l y   be  p r i n t e d   w i t h  

a d v e r t i s i n g   and  o t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n .   The  t o p   of   t h e   l i d  

i s   f o r m e d   w i t h   a  c u r v e d   f i n g e r   n o t c h   20  w h i c h   f a c i l i t a t e s  

o p e n i n g   of  t h e   c l o s e d   l i d .  

When  t h e   l i d   2  i s   f i t t e d   o n t o   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   1 

to  c l o s e   t h e   l a t t e r ,   t h e   f l a p s   18  f i t   w i t h i n   t h e   b a s e  

p a r t   j u x t a p o s e d   t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   and   t h e   l o w e r   e d g e s  

t h e r e o f   r e s t   on  t h e   f l a t   s u p p o r t   l e d g e s   13  p r o v i d e d   b y  

t h e   h a l f   p o s t s   8.  T h e s e   s e r v e   to   s u p p o r t   t h e   e d g e s   o f  

t h e   l i d   w h i l s t   t h e   c e n t r a l   p o r t i o n   r e s t s   on  t h e   f o u r  

p o s t s   5.  H e n c e ,   t h e   l i d   i s   f i r m l y   s u p p o r t e d   and   t h e  

.  b o x e s   m a y  b e   s t a c k e d   one  on  t o p   of   a n o t h e r   w i t h o u t   r i s k  

of  d a m a g e   to  t h e   c o n t e n t s .   As  t h e   l i d   i s   f i t t e d   i n t o  

p o s i t i o n ,   t h e   end  w a l l s   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   c an   be  f l e x e d  

o u t w a r d l y   so  t h a t   t he   l u g s   e n g a g e   o v e r   t h e   a d j a c e n t  

end  e d g e s   o f   t h e   l i d   to   c l i p   and   r e t a i n   t h e   l a t t e r   i n  

i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .   When  t h e   b o x   i s   to   be  o p e n e d ,   i t  

i s   a  s i m p l e   m a t t e r   f o r  a   p e r s o n   to  i n s e r t   a  f i n g e r  

t h r o u g h   t h e   n o t c h   i n   t he   l i d   and  l i f t   t h e   l i d   p a s s e d  

t h e   r e t a i n i n g   l u g s .   T h e r e a f t e r ,   t h e   l i d   may  be  e a s i l y  

r e f a s t e n e d   i n   i t s   c l o s e d  p o s i t i o n   by  i n s e r t i n g   the   l i d  

u n d e r   t h e   l u g s   a t   one  end  and  s n a p p i n g   i t   u n d e r n e a t h   t h e  

l u g s   a t   t h e   o p p o s i t e   e n d .  

W h i l s t   a  p a r t i c u l a r   e m b o d i m e n t   has   b e e n  

d e s c r i b e d ,   i t   w i l l   be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   some  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  

may  be  made  w i t h o u t  d e p a r t i n g   f r o m   t h e   s c o p e   of   t h e  



i n v e n t i o n ,   as   d e f i n e d   by  t h e   a p p e n d e d   c l a i m s .   F o r  

e x a m p l e ,   t h e   egg   b o x   may  be  c o n s t r u c t e d   so  as  to   c o n t a i n  

a  d i f f e r e n t   q u a n t i t y   of  e g g s .   T h u s   b o t h   t h e   n u m b e r   o f  

p o c k e t s   4,  and   t h e i r   a r r a n g e m e n t   can   be  a l t e r e d .   F o r  

e x a m p l e ,   t he   b a s e   p a r t   m i g h t   h a v e   t e n   p o c k e t s   d i v i d e d  

i n t o   two  p a r a l l e l   rows   of   f i v e   p o c k e t s   e a c h .  

F u r t h e r m o r e   t h e   l i d   2  may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a n  

a d d i t i o n a l   p a i r   of   f l a p s   so  t h a t   a l l   f o u r   e d g e s   t h e r e o f  

h a v e   f l a p s .   I n   s u c h   a  c a s e   i t   may  be  n e c e s s a r y   to   p r o v i d e  

o p e n i n g s . i n   t h e   c r e a s e s   w h i c h   j o i n   t h e   a d d i t i o n a l   f l a p s  

to  t h e   l i d   i n t o   w h i c h   t h e   l u g s   15  on  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   1  c a n  

be  i n s e r t e d   so  as   to  h o l d   t h e   l i d   i n   i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .  

In   t h i s   v a r i a n t   t h e   n o t c h   i n   t h e   l i d   w i l l   b e c o m e   a n  

o p e n i n g   t h r o u g h   w h i c h ,   to   o p e n   t h e   b o x ,   a  f i n g e r   c an   b e  

i n s e r t e d .  

I t   w i l l   a l s o   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   i n ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,  

an  e m b o d i m e n t   h a v i n g   t e n   r e c e p t a c l e s   a r r a n g e d   i n   o n l y  

two  r o w s   t h a t   o n l y   one  l u g   f o r   r e t a i n i n g   t h e   l i d   n e e d  

be  p r o v i d e d   a t   e a c h   end  w a l l   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t .  

The  c o m b i n a t i o n   of   t h e   f l a t   c a r d b o a r d   l i d   a n d  

a  t r a n s p a r e n t   t h e r m o p l a s t i c s   b a s e   p a r t   i s   p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a d v a n t a g e o u s   i n   t h a t   t h e   b o x   or   p a c k   so  f o r m e d   a f f o r d s   a  

c l e a r   v i e w   of   i t s   c o n t e n t s ,   and  t h a t   t h e   f l a t ,   p a p e r -  
b a s e d   l i d   i s   i d e a l l y   s u i t e d   to   c a r r y   p u b l i c i t y   or  i n f o r m a -  

t o r y   m a t e r i a l .  

H o w e v e r ,   i t   i s ,   of   c o u r s e ,   e n t i r e l y   f e a s i b l e  

f o r   a l t e r n a t i v e   m a t e r i a l s   to   be  u s e d   b o t h   f o r   the   l i d  

and   the   b a s e   p a r t s   s u c h   as  m a t e r i a l s   a l r e a d y   w e l l  

i n   t h e   m a n u f a c t u r e   of   egg  b o x e s   and  c a r t o a s .  



.  1.  A  b o x   or   c a r t o n   f o r   p a c k a g i n g   e g g s ,   f r u i t   o r  

o t h e r   a r t i c l e s ,   c o m p r i s i n g   a  m o u l d e d   b a s e   p a r t   ( 1 )  

h a v i n g   a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s   ( 4 ) ,   a  s e p a r a t e   f l a t  

l i d   (2 )   w h i c h ,   i n   i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n   on  t h e   b a s e  

p a r t ,   i s   c e n t r a l l y   s u p p o r t e d   by  p o s t s   (5)   u p s t a n d i n g  

f r o m   t he   b a s e   p a r t   b e t w e e n   t h e   a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s ,  

and  h a s   f l a p s   ( 1 8 )   d e p e n d i n g   f r o m   a t   l e a s t   two  o p p o s i t e  

e d g e s   o f   t h e   l i d ,   and   means   ( 1 5 )   f o r   f a s t e n i n g   t h e   l i d  

i n   i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   t h e   f l a p s  

( 1 8 )   d e p e n d   w i t h i n   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   (1)   j u x t a p o s e d   s i d e  

w a l l s   t h e r e o f   and  h a v e   l o w e r   e d g e s   r e s t i n g   on  s u p p o r t s  

( 1 3 )   p r o j e c t i n g   i n w a r d l y   f r o m   t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   of   t he   b a s e  

p a r t   and   s p a c e d   b e l o w   t h e   r i m   ( 1 2 )   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,  

w h e r e b y   to  s u p p o r t   t h e   e d g e s   of   t h e   l i d .  

2.  A  b o x   or  c a r t o n   as   c l a i m e d   i n   c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r -  

i s e d   i n   t h a t   t h e   c e n t r a l . p o s t s   (5)   p r o j e c t   u p w a r d l y  

to  p o s i t i o n   s l i g h t l y   b e l o w   t h e   r i m   ( 1 2 )   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t  

and  the  s u p p o r t s   ( 1 3 )   f o r   t h e   edge   f l a p s   of   t h e   l i d  

c o m p r i s e   l e d g e s   f o r m e d   a t   t h e   u p p e r   e n d s   of   h a l f   p o s t s  

(8)  m o u l d e d   in   t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   b e t w e e n  

t h e   p o c k e t s   a d j a c e n t   t h e r e t o .  

3.  A  b o x   or  c a r t o n   as  c l a i m e d   i n   c l a i m   1  or  2 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  r e t a i n i n g   p i p s   or   l u g s   ( 1 5 )   p r o j e c t i n g  

i n w a r d l y   f r o m   o p p o s i t e   w a l l s   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   a t   o r  

a d j a c e n t   t h e   r i m   ( 1 2 )   t h e r e o f   and  e n g a g i n g   o v e r   t h e   t o p  

of   t h e   l i d   ( 2 ) ,   w h e n   c l o s e d ,   i n   o r d e r   to  r e t a i n   t h e  

l i d   in   i t s  c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .  

4.  A  b o x   or   c a r t o n   as  c l a i m e d   i n   c l a i m   1  or  2 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  p i p s   or   l u g s   (15 )   p r o j e c t i n g   i n w a r d l y  

f r o m   o p p o s i t e   w a l l s   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and   e n g a g i n g   i n  

o p e n i n g s   i n   t h e   f l a p s ,   of  t he   l i d ,   when   c l o s e d ,   i n   o r d e r  

to  r e t a i n   t h e   l i d   i n   i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .  

5.  A  b o x   or  c a r t o n   as  c l a i m e d   i n   a n y  o n e   of   t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   t he   b a s e   p a r t  

and   l i d   a r e   of  g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   s h a p e   i n   p l a n ,   t h e  



b a s e   p a r t   i n c l u d e s   m u t u a l l y   p a r a l l e l   r ows   o f   t he   a r t i c l e  

r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s ,   two  f l a p s   ( 1 8 )   d e p e n d   r e s p e c t i v e l y  

f r o m   o p p o s i t e   l o n g i t u d i n a l   e d g e s   of  t h e   l i d ,   and  t h e  

r e t a i n i n g   l u g s   ( 1 5 )   p r o j e c t   i n w a r d l y   f r o m   o p p o s i t e   e n d  

w a l l s   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   to  e n g a g e   o v e r   o p p o s i t e   e n d  

e d g e s   o f   t h e   l i d .  

6.  A  box   or  c a r t o n   as  c l a i m e d   i n   c l a i m   5,  c h a r a c t -  

e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   h a s   h o l l o w   p r o t u b e r a n c e s  

(17)   i n   a l i g n m e n t   w i t h   s a i d   l u g s   and  w h i c h   t e r m i n a t e  

a t   s p a c e d   p o s i t i o n s   b e l o w   t h e   l u g s ,   t h e   p r o t u b e r a n c e s  

p r o v i d i n g   s t a c k i n g   s h o u l d e r s   on  t h e  o u t s i d e s   of  t h e  w a l l  

of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   f o r   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   l u g s   of  a n o t h e r  

s i m i l a r   b a s e   p a r t   when   t h e   l a t t e r   i s   s t a c k e d   i n   n e s t e d  

r e l a t i o n s h i p   t h e r e w i t h   to   p r e v e n t   t h e   n e s t e d   b a s e   p a r t s  

f r o m   w e d g i n g   or   j a m m i n g   t o g e t h e r .  

7.  A  b o x   or  c a r t o n   as  c l a i m e d   i n   a n y  o n e   of  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s   w h e r e i n   e a c h   c o r n e r   of   t h e   b a s e   p a r t  

i s   f o r m e d   w i t h   a  s h o u l d e r   (16)   to  s u p p o r t   t h e   c o r n e r s  

of  t h e   l i d   when  i t   i s   d i s p o s e d   i n   p o s i t i o n   on  t h e   b a s e  

p a r t .  

8.  A  b o x   or  c a r t o n   as  c l a i m e d   i n   a n y  o n e   of  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s   i n   c o m b i n a t i o n   w i t h   a  s i m i l a r   box   o r  

c a r t o n   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   t h e   b a s e   p a r t s   of  t h e   t w o  

b o x e s   or  c a r t o n s   a r e   j o i n e d   t o g e t h e r   a l o n g   m u t u a l l y  

a d j a c e n t   l o n g i t u d i n a l   e d g e s   i n   s u c h   a  m a n n e r   t h a t   t h e  

two  b a s e   p a r t s   can  be  r e a d i l y   s e p a r a t e d .  

9.  A  c o m b i n a t i o n   as  c l a i m e d   i n  c l a i m   8,  w h e r e i n   t h e  

two  b a s e   p a r t s   a r e   j o i n e d   by  s m a l l   s p a c e d   p l a s t i c   w e b s  

(3)  w h i c h   p r o v i d e   a  l i n e   of  w e a k n e s s .  
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