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€ A message holder and clip therefor.

€ The message holder (10) is disclosed has a clip (15) for
affixing to the housing (13) of a telephone (11) while sup-
porting an upright rod (16) in rotatable realtion about a
vertical axis. The rod (16) carries, preferably on a perpen-
dicular arm at its upper end, a message holding means (17).
Preferably the holding means (17) can be rotated about a
horizontal axis while the rod (16) is rotated about a vertical
axis. The clip (15) has two cooperating legs (18 and 19), one
of which is provided with two apertures for holding the rod
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A MESSAGE HOLDER

AND CLIP THEREFOR

This invention relates to a message holder.

More particularly, this invention relates to a message
holder which can be used on a telephone. Still more
particularly, this invention relates to a clip for a
message holder.

In many cases, when a message is taken for a
missing party via telephone, a written record of thé
message is usually made on a memo sheet or other slip of
paper which is then placed in an appropriate place for
the missing party. For example, memos bave been tacked
on bulletin boards to which the missing party may come
to look for messages, or placed on a desk belonging to
the missing party, for example, in a business office.
However, since the memo sheets are usually small pieces
of paper and are loose, the sheets can become misplaced
or lost if not picked up in a short period of time.

Accordingly, various types of holders have been
used in office or household environments so that written
messages can be displayed near a telephone. Generally,
these holders are separate from the telephone; Conse-

quently, in some cases, such as on a crowded desk, the
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holder itself may become separated from the telephone

to such an extent that the messages thereon are removed
from sight. Further, such holders generally rest on a
desk or table such that the existence of a message is not
readily seen.

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to
provide a holder for holding messages in an attractive
readily viewable manner.

It is another object of the invention to provide
a relatively simple device for holding messages adjacent
a telephone.

It is another object of the invention to provide
a relatively simple construction for displaying messages
adjacent a telephone in an attractive manner.

It is another object of the invention to provide
a means for readily mounting a message holder on a
telephone.

Briefly, the invention provides a message holder
which ié comprised of a clip for attachment to a support
such as a telephone, a rod which is mounted in rotatable
relation in the clip and a message holding means mounted
on the rod at a point remote from the clip.

The clip is made in one piece énd has a pair of
resilient legs defining a bight for attachment to a housing

of a telephone. In addition, one of the legs has a pair of
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apertured portions with apertures in spaced aligned
relation for receiving the rod in an upstanding manner.
This leg also has a bent portion between the two
apertured portions which is bent in a direction toward
the other leg of the clip in order to bias the apertured
portions away from each other to secure the rod in place
while retaining the rod in rotatable relation to the
clip. The bent portion also serves to define the bight
with the opposite leg of the. clip.

The rod is disposed to extend upwardly from the
clip and has a perpendicularly disposed arm at an end
remote from the clip in order to rotatably mount the
message holding means thereon. A suitable stop means is
also provided on the end of the arm for retaining the
holding means on the arm.

The message holding means may be of any suitable
construction., For example, a clamping clip such as
described in U.S. Patent 3,456,262 may be used. In this
regard, the clamping clip is constructed with a pair of
movable mounted jaws which are biased into abutting
relation with each other. In addition, the clamping clip
may include a display member having a flat display |
surface rotatably mounted on the clip. Such a construc-
tion may be of the type as described in U.S. Patent

Application S.N. 915,726 filed June 15, 1978.
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In order to enhance the mounting of the clip
on a telephone housing, one of the legs may be provided
with a pair of integral tabs which are directed into the
bight formed by the clip legs in order to grip the
telephone housing.

These and other objects and advantages of the
invention will become more apparent from the following
detailed description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings in which:

Fig. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a message
holder according to the invention mounted on a telephone;

Fig. 2 illustrates a side view of the message
holder and a partial broken-away view of the telephone
housing of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 illustrates a partially exploded view of
the message holder of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 4 illustrates a view of one side of a clip
constructed in accordance with the invention.

Referring to Fig. 1, the message holder 10 is

-constructed and sized so as to be adapted for mounting on

a telephone 11 so that a written message 12 can be dis-
played in an elevated prominent position.

Referring to Fig. 2, the telephone 11 is of
conventional construction and has a housing 13 with a

depending wall 14 which has a free lower edge. The
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message holder 10 includes a clip 15 which is removably

attached to the wall 14, a rod 16 which extends upwardly
from the clip 15 and a message holding means 17 which is
mounted on the rod 16 at a point remote from the clip 15.

Referring to Fig. 3, the clip 15 is made of one
piece and includes a pair of legs 18, 19. As indicated in
Fig. 2, the legs 18, 19 form a bight within which the
wall 14 of the telephone housing 13 is received in a slide
fit relationship. The vertical leg 18 is provided with a
pair of integral tabs 20 (see Fig. 4) which are cut out
from the leg and directed into the bight for gripping the
wall 14,

In addition, the clip 15 has a flat base portion
21 which integrally connects the two legs 18, 19. When
mounted in place, the flat -base portion 21 is substantially
flush with the free end of the wall 14. Thus, the clip 15
should be spaced from any table on which the telephone 11
may be mounted. The leg 18 is disposed in perpendicular
relation to the base portion 21 so as to stand vertically,
as viewed in Fig. 2, relative to the wall 14 of the
housing 13. The other leg 19 includes a lower portion 22
which is provided with a circular aperture 23, an upper
portion 24 which has a circular aperture 25 aligned with
and spaced from the aperture 23 and a bent portion 26

which is intermediate the portions 22, 24. The

bent portion 26 is a third portion between portions
22, 24 and is shown as planar in Figure 3. The leg 19
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together with the base portion 21 defines a generally

S-shape with the upper portion 24 of the leg 19 disposed
in perpendicular relation to the leg 18. As indicated,
the aperture 23 is disposed in an angular plane below
the aperture 25 and is of a slightly larger diameter.
In addition, the bent portion 26 is bent in a direction
toward the leg 18 to define the bight therewith while also
biasing the apertured portions 22, 24 away from each other.
Referring to Fig. 3, the rod 16 is elongated and
is of a length of about 9 and 1/2 inches so as to stand
upwardly from the clip 15 over the telephone 11l. The rod
16 passes through the apertures 25, 23 in the apertured
portions 24, 22 of the clip 15 and is held firmly in place
against longitudinal movement due to the biasing force of
the bent portion 26 of the clip 15. That is, the apertured
portions 22, 24 securely grip the rod 16 to prevent longi-
tudinal movement of the rod 16. However, the rod 16 is
free to rotate within the apertures 23, 25. As can be
seen in Fig. 3, the rod 16 passes through the aperture 25
in perpendicular relationship while passing through the
aperture 23 at an angle. Thus, the rod 16 is gripped and
svpported at two points by the apertured portion 22. As
also indicated, the upper aperture 25 is of a diameter
substantially equal to that of the rod 16 while the lower

aperture 22 is of a slightly larger diameter so as to
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receive the rod 16 in angular relation.

The rod 16 also has an arm 27 at the upper end
which is disposed in perpendicular relation to the
remainder of the rod 16. The end of this arm 27 carries
a stop means in the form of a cap 28 which is fitted over
the arm 27 so as to retain the holding means 17 in place.

As shown in Fig. 3, the holding means 17 is in
the form of a clamping clip having a pair of movably
mounted jaws 29 which are pivotally mounted on the arm 27
of the rod 16 to rotate about the axis of the arm 27 while
being biased into abutting relation with each other via a
spring 30. In addition, the clip 17 has a pair of handle
portions 31 which extend from the jaws 29 to allow manual
opening and closing of the jaws 29, for example to receive
or allow removal of one or more messages 12.

In addition, a display member 32 can be mounted
on one or both of the handles 31l. To this end, each
handle 31 has an aperture 33 while the display member 32
has a stem 34 which passes throqgh the aperture 33 in a
manner so as to permit rotation of the display member 32
relative to the handle 32 while also having shoulders 35
which fix the display member 32 to the handle 31. The
display member 32 may be provided with a flat display
surface 36 on which indicia can be placed (see Fig. 1).

The message holder 10 can be made of any suitable
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materials. For example, the clip 15 may be made of

spring steel, the rod 16 may be made of steel and the
clamping clip 17 may be made of plastic with a steel
spring 30,

Referring to Fig. 2, in order to use the message
holder 10, the clip 15 is attached to the wall of the
telephone housing 13 b& slipping the legs 18, 19 over
the wall 14. This orients the rod 16 in a vertical
direction with the clamping clip 17 elevated over the
telephone 11. As shown, the clamping clip 17 holds the
message 12 above the plane of the telephone 11l. As
indicated in Fig. 2, the clamping clip 17 may be rotated
360° about a horizontal axis on the arm 27 of the rod 16
to position the message 12 in various positions. Further,
since the rod 16 is rotatable in the clip 15, the clamping
clip 17 may also be rotated 360° about a vertical axis,
The message holder 10 is £hus able to display a message 12
in an attractive elevated position over a telephone 11 in
various positions. Thus, for very important messages, the
clamping clip 17 may be rotated 180° from the position
shown in Fig. 1 so that the message 12 is held above the
plane of the clamping clip 17 while the display member 32
is located below the plane of the message 12.

In order to remove the message holder 10 from the

telephone 11, the clip 15 is simply slid from the wall 14.
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It is to be noted that the holding means 17 may

be of any suitable construction so as to hold a number of
messages, for example, up to 100 sheets. To this end,
any suitable clamping clip which can be mounted on the
arm 27 of the rod 16 may be used other than that as shown
in the drawings. Also, the clamping clip 17 need not
utilize a display member as illustrated.

The invention thus provides a message holder
which is able to maintain messages in place in a safe and
secure manner while being held in full view at a telephone.

Further, the message holder can be attached not
only to the back of a telephone but also on a side of a
telephone. Depending on the disposition of the clip 15
on a telephone, the rod 16 can be rotated to orient the

message holding clip 17 in a desired position.
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1. A message holder comprising:

a clip having two cooperating resilient legs
for removable attachment to a support,'one of the two
legs having a first portion with a first aperture
therein and a second portion with a second aperture
therein in spaced aligned relationship to the first
aperture; .

an elongate rod capable of passing through
the first and second apertures in the first and second
leg portions and being rotatable with respect to the
clip; and

a message holding means mounted or mountable
on the rod at a point remote from the clip.

2. A message holder as claimed in Claim 1,
wherein the rod has a perpendicularly disposed arm
at an end remote from the clip, and the message holding
means is rotatably mounted or mountable on the arm.

3. A message holder as claimed in Claim 2,
which also includes a stop means on an end of the
arm for retaining the holding means on the arm.

4, A message holder as claimed in any ‘preceding
claim, wherein said one leg of the clip has a third
portion inclined with respect to, and located between,
the first and second portions of that one leg, the third
portion being disposed in a direction toward the other
leg of the two legs to define a bight therebetween.

S, A message holder as claimed in Claim 4,
wherein the third portion of the one leg biases the
first and second portions away from each other to secure
the rod in the first and second portions in rotatable
relationship.

6. A message holder as claimed in any preceding
claim, wherein the message holding means is a clamping
clip having a pair of movably mounted jaws biased into
abutting relationship with each other.
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7. A c¢lip having two cooperating resilient legs
defining a bight therebetween, one of the legs having
a first portion with a first aperture therein, a second
portion with a second aperture therein in spaced aligned
relationship to the first aperture and a third portion
inclined to, and located between, the first and second
portions for biasing the first and second portions
away from each other, the third portion being disposed
in a direction toward the other leg of the two legs to
define the bight therebetween.

8. A clip as claimed in Claim 7 wherein the other
leg includes a pair of integral tabs directed into the
bight.

9. A clip as claimed in Claim 7 or 8, which
also has a flat base portion integrally connecting
the two legs.

10. In combination:-

a telephone having a housing with a depending
wall: and

a message holder mounted on the telephone,
the holder having a clip removably attached to the wall
and including a leg with a first portion having a first
aperture, a second portion having a second aperture
aligned with the first aperture and a third portion
biasing the first and second portions away from each
other; a rod passing through the apertures in the leg
portions in rotatable relationship to the.clip; and a
message holding means mounted on the rod at a position

remote from the clip.
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