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©  A  clamping  device  for  filing  loose  sheets. 

©  A  clamping  device  for  filing  loose  sheets,  which  device 
comprises  a  body  (1)  having  a  substantially  U-shaped  cross 
section.  The  legs  of  the  U  may  be  separated  in  an  elastically 
yielding  manner  and  thereby  be  placed  around  e.g.  a  stack  of 
paper  and  form  the  back  of  the  resulting  book.  The  body  (1) 
has  an  appendage  (2)  facing  away  from  the  open  end  of  the 
U,  in  which  appendage  holes  (3)  are  formed  to  receive  e.g. 
the  rings  of  a  ring  file.  Preferably,  the  appendage  has 
extending  hooks  (4)  at  both  ends.  In  the  hooks  notches  (5)  are 
formed  to  be  placed  on  e.g.  the  guide  rails  of  an  archive 
cabinet. 
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The  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   a  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   f o r   f i l i n g  

l o o s e   s h e e t s ,   w h i c h   d e v i c e   i s   o f   t h e   k i n d   c o m p r i s i n g   a  b o -  

dy  h a v i n g   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   U - s h a p e d   c r o s s   s e c t i o n ,   w h e r e i n  

t h e   l e g s   of   t h e   U  m a y ' b e   s e p a r a t e d   in   an  e l a s t i c a l l y   y i e l -  

d i n g   m a n n e r .  

F o r   a  l o n g   t i m e   i t   h a s   b e e n   known  to  u s e   s u c h   c l a m p i n g  

d e v i c e s   i n   c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   s y s t e m a t i c   f i l i n g   of  l o o s e   p a p e r  

s h e e t s ,   t h e   y i e l d i n g   c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   b e i n g   p r e s s e d   a r o u n d   a  

n u m b e r   of   p a p e r   s h e e t s   a r r a n g e d   in   a  s t a c k .   When  t h e   c l a m p i n g  

d e v i c e   i s   p l a c e d   a r o u n d   t h e   p a p e r   s h e e t s   t h e s e   a r e  h e l d   s e c u r e l y  

w i t h o u t   any  d a n g e r   of  some  of  t h e   s h e e t s   b e i n g   u n i n -  

t e n t i o n a L l y   r e m o v e d   f rom  t h e   s t a c k .  

H o w e v e r ,   t h e   known  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e s   c a n n o t   be  p l a c e d   i n  

a  f i l e   i n   any   o t h e r   way  t h a n   s t a c k i n g   t hem  l o o s e l y   u p o n   e a c h  

o t h e r .  

The  p u r p o s e   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   to   i m p r o v e   and  f u r t h e r  

d e v e l o p '   t h e   known  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e s   in   s u c h   a  m a n n e r   t h a t  .  

i t   i s   p o s s i b l e   t o   p l a c e   t h e m   i n ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,  

a  r i n g   f i l e .   A c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   t h i s   p u r p o s e   i s  

ach ieved   by  m e a n s   of   a  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e  o f   t h e   k i n d   m e n t i o n e d  

in   t h e   i n t r o d u c t i o n   and  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in   t h a t   t h e   b o d y   h a s  

an  a p p e n d a g e   f a c i n g   away  f r o m   t h e   o p e n   end  of   t h e   U,  i n  

w h i c h   a p p e n d a g e   h o l e s   a r e   f o r m e d   f o r   r e c e i v i n g ,  e . g . ,  t h e  

r i n g s   of  r i n g   f i l e s .  

T h u s ,   by  t h i s   s i m p l e   m e a s u r e   i t   i s   e n s u r e d   t h a t   t h e  

c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e s   may  be  p l a c e d   in   a  r i n g   f i l e   in   t h e   s a m e  

m a n n e r   as  p l a s t i c   p o c k e t s   h a v i n g   a  s t a n d a r d i z e d   p e r f o r a t i o n  

a t   t h e   l e f t   s i d e .  

In  a  p o s s i b l e   e m b o d i m e n t   of  a  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   of   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   t h e   a p p e n d a g e   has   e x t e n d i n g   h o o k s   a t   b o t h   e n d s ,  

in   w h i c h   h o o k s   n o t c h e s   a r e   f o r m e d   to   be  p l a c e d   on,  e . g . ,   t h e  



g u i d e   r a i l s   of  a r c h i v e   c a b i n e t s .  

H e r e b y   a n o t h e r   f i e l d   of   a p p l i c a t i o n   of  t h e   c l a m p i n g   d e -  

v i c e   i s   a c h i e v e d ,   as  i t   may  e i t h e r   be  p l a c e d   on  t h e   g u i d e  

r a i l s   of   an  a r c h i v e   c a b i n e t   and  s e r v e   as  s u s p e n s i o n   d e v i c e  

f o r   t h e   p a p e r   s h e e t s   p l a c e d   i n   t h e   c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e ,   o r   i t  

may  be   p l a c e d   i n  a   r i n g   f i l e ,   or   b o t h .  

In   t h e   f o l l o w i n g ,   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  f u r t h e r   e x -  

p l a i n e d   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   t o   t h e   d r a w i n g ,   in   w h i c h  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  s i d e   v i e w   of  a  f i r s t   e m b o d i m e n t   of  a  

c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  s e c o n d   e m b o d i m e n t   of   a  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e  

o f  t h e  i n v e n t i o n ,   a n d  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  c r o s s   s e c t i o n   t h r o u g h   a  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e  

a c c o r d i n g   t o   c l a i m   1 .  

The  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   f o r   f i l i n g   l o o s e   s h e e t s   shown  i n  

F i g u r e   1  c o m p r i s e s   a  b o d y   1  h a v i n g   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   U - s h a p e d  

c r o s s   s e c t i o n   and  an  a p p e n d a g e   2  f a c i n g   away  f r o m   t h e   o p e n  
e n d   of   t h e   U,  in   w h i c h   a p p e n d a g e   h o l e s   3  a r e   f o r m e d   f o r   r e -  

c e i v i n g ,   e . g . ,   t h e   r i n g s   o f   a  r i n g   f i l e .  

.  The   l e g s   of   t h e   c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   a r e   f o r m e d   i n   s u c h   a  

m a n n e r   t h a t   a t   t h e   o p e n   e n d . o f   t h e   U  an  a p p r o p r i a t e l y   s m a l l  

o p e n i n g   h a s   b e e n   p r o v i d e d ;   so  t h a t   t h e   d e s i r e d   c l a m p i n g   e f -  

f e c t   f o r   a  c e r t a i n   a m o u n t   of   p a p e r   i s   a c h i e v e d .   The  h o l e s   3 

o f   t h e   a p p e n d a g e   a r e   p l a c e d   a t   s u c h   m u t u a l   i n t e r v a l s   a n d  

h a v e   b e e n   g i v e n   s u c h   a  f o r m   t h a t   t h e   c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   w i l l  

be  c a p a b l e   of   b e i n g   p l a c e d   i n   any   s t a n d a r d i z e d   r i n g   f i l e  

s y s t e m .  



In  t h e   e m b o d i m e n t   shown  in   F i g u r e   2  t h e   a p p e n d a g e   o f  

t h e   c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   i s   p r o l o n g e d   by  two  e x t e n d i n g   h o o k s   4 ,  

w h e r e i n   n o t c h e s   5  a r e   f o r m e d   in   o r d e r   t h a t   t h e   c l a m p i n g   d e -  

v i c e   may  be   p l a c e d   o n ,  e . g . ,   t h e   g u i d e   r a i l s   of   an  a r c h i v e  

c a b i n e t .   The  d i s t a n c e   b e t w e e n   t h e   two  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  

n o t c h e s   5  may  n a t u r a l l y   be  a d a p t e d   to   a r c h i v e   c a b i n e t s  

f o r   f i l i n g   c o m m o n  s i z e s   of   s h e e t s ,   i n c l u d i n g   f o l i o   a n d  

DIN  A 4 .  

A  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   may  be  s h a p e d   o f  

any   s u i t a b l e   m a t e r i a l ,   b u t   in   p r a c t i c e   a  t h e r m o p l a s t i c   m a -  

t e r i a l   i s   p r e f e r r e d ,   and  t h e   c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   i s   p r o d u c e d  

e i t h e r   by  d i e   c a s t i n g   or  by  e x t r u s i o n .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   i s   n o t   l i m i t e d   to   e x a c t l y   t h o s e   f e a t u r e s  

s h o w n   and   d e s c r i b e d ,   and  i t   s h o u l d   e s p e c i a l l y   be   n o t e d  

t h a t   i t   w i l l   be  w i t h i n   t h e   s c o p e   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   to   f r a m e  

t h e   a p p e n d a g e   w i t h o u t   t h e   h o l e s   d e s i g n e d   to   r e c e i v e   t h e  

r i n g s   o f   a  r i n g   f i l e ,   b u t   w i t h   t h e   h o o k s   4  e x t e n d i n g   a t   t h e  

e n d s   of   t h e   a p p e n d a g e .  



1.  A  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   f o r   f i l i n g   l o o s e   s h e e t s ,   w i t h   a  

body   (1)  h a v i n g   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   U - s h a p e d   c r o s s   s e c t i o n ,  

w h e r e i n   t h e   l e g s   of  t h e   U  may  be  s e p a r a t e d   in   an  e l a s t i c a -  

l l y   y i e l d i n g   m a n n e r ,   c  h  a  r  a   c  t  e  r  i  s  e  d   in   t h a t  

t h e   body   (1)   has   an  a p p e n d a g e   (2)  f a c i n g   away  f r o m   t h e  

o p e n   end  of   t h e   U,  and  t h a t   t h e   a p p e n d a g e   (2)  i s   p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   h o l e s   ( 3 ) .  

2.  A  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   f o r   f i l i n g   l o o s e   s h e e t s   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

C l a i m   1,  c  h  a  r  a  c  t   e  r  i  s  e   d  in  t h a t   a t   b o t h   e n d s  

t h e   a p p e n d a g e   (2)  c o m p r i s e s   e x t e n d i n g   h o o k s   (4)  w i t h  

n o t c h e s   ( 5 ) .  

3.  A  c l a m p i n g   d e v i c e   f o r   f i l i n g   l o o s e   s h e e t s ,  w i t h   a  

b o d y   (1)  h a v i n g   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   U - s h a p e d   c r o s s   s e c t i o n ,  

w h e r e i n   t h e   l e g s   of  t h e   U  may  be  s e p a r a t e d   in   an  e l a s t i c a -  

l l y   y i e l d i n g   m a n n e r ,   c  h  a  r  a  c  t   e  r  i  s  e  d   in  t h a t  

t h e   body   (1)  has   an  a p p e n d a g e   (2)  f a c i n g   away  f rom  t h e  

o p e n   end  of   t h e   U,  and  t h a t   a t   b o t h   e n d s   t h e   a p p e n d a g e   ( 2 )  

c o m p r i s e s   e x t e n d i n g   h o o k s   (4)  w i t h   n o t c h e s   ( 5 ) .  
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