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©  Stagings. 

The  invention  relates  to  stagings  as  would  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  scaffolding  to  provide  a  load  bearing  work 
platform  or  walk  way.  Conventionally,  stagings  are  formed 
by  placing  loose  boards  across  oppositely  disposed  scaffold 
members,  a  laborious,  time-consuming  exercise  requiring 
great  care  to  ensure  correct  location  of  boards.  Even  with 
correctly  located  boards  there  is  inevitable  risk  of  movement 
of  the  boards  during  use  with  the  resultant  danger  to 
operatives.  The  objective  of  the  invention  is  to  avoid  such 
problems  and  the  objective  is  met  by  the  provision  of  a 
staging  side  member  1  having  an  elongate  tubelike  portion  2 
to  which  is  secured  an  open  channel  section  3  for  the 
reception  of  staging  boards  or  the  like  4.  Thus,  a  staging 
would  comprise  two  such  side  members  built  into  a  scaffold 
structure  with  staging  boards  or the  like  extending  across  the 
side  members  and  engaging  in  the  respective  recesses. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   s t a g i n g s   and  s i d e  

m e m b e r s   t h e r e f o r   and  i s   p a r t i c u l a r l y   c o n c e r n e d   w i t h  

s t a g i n g s   f o r   use   in  c o n j u n c t i o n   w i t h   s c a f f o l d i n g   t o  

p r o v i d e   a  l o a d   b e a r i n g   work   p l a t f o r m .  

H i t h e r t o ,   s t a g i n g s   f o r m i n g   l o a d - b e a r i n g  

w o r k   p l a t f o r m s   in   a  s c a f f o l d   s t r u c t u r e ,   h a v e   b e e n  

f o r m e d   by  f i r s t   e r e c t i n g   t h e   s c a f f o l d   s t r u c t u r e   a n d  

t h e n   l a y i n g   a c r o s s   a d j a c e n t   s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   l o o s e  

b o a r d s   or   t h e   l i k e   m o s t l y   n o t   s e c u r e d   in   p o s i t i o n  

on  t h e   s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s .   T h i s   i s   a  l a b o r i o u s   a n d  

t i m e   c o n s u m i n g   e x e r c i s e   r e q u i r i n g   g r e a t   c a r e   by  t h e  

e r e c t o r   in  e n s u r i n g   t h a t   e v e r y   s i n g l e   b o a r d   i s  

_ c o r r e c t l y   l o c a t e d ,   and  e v e n   t h e n ,   t h e   use  of  l o o s e  

b o a r d s   i n e v i t a b l y   i n t r o d u c e s   t he   r i s k   of  m o v e m e n t  

of  t h e   b o a r d s   in   u s e ,   w i t h   r e s u l t a n t   d a n g e r   to   t h e  

o p e r a t i v e s .  

The  o b j e c t   of   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i s   t o  

p r o v i d e   a  s t a g i n g   and   s i d e   m e m b e r s   t h e r e f o r   t h a t  

a v o i d s   t h e   above   p r o b l e m s .  

A c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   a  

s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r   c o m p r i s e s   an  e l o n g a t e   m e m b e r  

h a v i n g   a  t u b e - l i k e   p o r t i o n   s e c u r e d   t o   w h i c h   i s   a n  

o p e n   c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n   f o r   t h e   r e c e p t i o n   of  s t a g i n g  

b o a r d s ,   d e c k i n g   or  t h e   l i k e .  

A c c o r d i n g   t o   a  f u r t h e r   f e a t u r e   o f   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n ,   a  s t a g i n g   c o m p r i s e s   two   s t a g i n g   s i d e  



m e m b e r s   as   a b o v e   d e f i n e d ,   e a c h   b u i l t   i n t o   a  

s c a f f o l d i n g   s t r u c t u r e   s u c h   t h a t   t h e   s i d e   m e m b e r s  

a r e   in  s p a c e d   c o - p l a n a r   r e l a t i o n s h i p   w i t h   t h e  

c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n s   f a c i n g   e a c h   o t h e r ,   s t a g i n g   b o a r d s  

or  d e c k i n g   b r i d g i n g   t h e   s i d e   m e m b e r s   and  l y i n g   i n  

t h e   r e c e s s e s . '  

T h u s ,   w i t h   t w o   s u c h   s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r s ,  

e a c h   may  be  f i t t e d   o v e r   o p p o s i t e   l e n g t h s   o f  

s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   by  t h e   t u b e - l i k e   p o r t i o n ,   w i t h   t h e  

o p e n   c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n s   f a c i n g   e a c h   o t h e r ,   and   w h e n  

e a c h   s i d e   m e m b e r   o n l y   r e q u i r e s   t w o   a p p r o p r i a t e  

' f i x i n g   d e v i c e s ,   o n e   a t   e a c h   e n d .   T h u s ,   w i t h  

_ _ s t a g i n g   b o a r d s ,   d e c k i n g   or   t h e   l i k e   f i t t e d   in  t h e  

o p e n   c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n s ,   a  l o a d   b e a r i n g   w o r k i n g  

p l a t f o r m   can  be  p r o v i d e d   in   w h i c h   t h e   s t a g i n g  

b o a r d s   a r e   p r e v e n t e d   f rom  m o v e m e n t   d u r i n g   u s e .   I f  

d e s i r e d ,   t h e   s t a g i n g   b o a r d s ,   d e c k i n g   or  t h e   l i k e  

can  be  p o s i t i v e l y   s e c u r e d   in  t h e   c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n s .  

Not   o n l y   i s   t h e   p r o v i s i o n   of  a  w o r k i n g  

p l a t f o r m   c o n s i d e r a b l y   s i m p l i f i e d ,   bu t   a l s o   i s   t h e  

p r o v i s i o n   of   an  e l e v a t e d   w a l k   w a y ,   w h e n   a n  

a p p r o p r i a t e   n u m b e r   of  s t a g i n g s   a c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   can  be  s e c u r e d   on  t h e   s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   i n  

e n d - t o - e n d   r e l a t i o n s h i p   w i t h   a g a i n   a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

g r e a t e r   s e c u r i t y   a g a i n s t   m o v e m e n t ,   and  w i t h   a  

r e d u c t i o n   in  t h e   n u m b e r   of  f i x i n g   d e v i c e s   r e q u i r e d .  



A  m a j o r   a d v a n t a g e   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   t h a t  

a  r e d u c e d   p u m b e r   of  s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   can  be  u s e d   b y  

v i r t u e   of  t h e   f a c t   t h a t   t h e   t u b e - l i k e   p o r t i o n   o f  

t h e   s t a g i n g   s i d e   member   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   can  i t s e l f  

s e r v e   as  a  s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r .   T h u s ,   s t a g i n g   s i d e  

m e m b e r s   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   c a n   be  u s e d   i n   p l a c e   o f  

s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   a t   t h e   p o s i t i o n   of   a  s t a g i n g   o r  

w a l k   w a y ,   a n d   c o n n e c t e d   t o   a d j a c e n t   s c a f f o l d  

m e m b e r s   u s i n g   c o n v e n t i o n a l   s c a f f o l d   f i x i n g   d e v i c e s .  

S t a n d a r d   s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   c an   a l s o   be  s e c u r e d   t o  

t h e   s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r s   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   i n  

c o n v e n t i o n a l   m a n n e r   to   p r o v i d e   a  s a f e t y   r a i l .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r s   of   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   a r e   f o r m e d   a s   e x t r u s i o n s   o f   a n  

a p p r o p r i a t e   a l u m i n i u m   a l l o y ,   c o m p r i s i n g   r e l a t i v e l y  

l i g h t   w e i g h t   w i t h   r e l a t i v e l y   h i g h   s t r e n g t h   t o   m e e t  

e x i s t i n g   s a f e t y   s t a n d a r d s .   I t   w i l l   h o w e v e r   b e  

u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   o t h e r   m a n u f a c t u r i n g   t e c h n i q u e s   a n d  

o t h e r   m a t e r i a l s   c o u l d   be  e m p l o y e d .  

One  e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  b e  

d e s c r i b e d   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   t o   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s   in  w h i c h : -  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  one  e n d  

of   a  s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r   a c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n ;   a n d  

F i g u r e   2  i s   an  end   v i e w   of   a  s t a g i n g   of   t h e  



i n v e n t i o n   w i t h   s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r s   c o n n e c t e d  

t o g e t h e r   by  d e c k i n g .  

In   F i g u r e   1  t h e r e   i s   s h o w n   a  s t a g i n g   s i d e  

member   1  f o r m e d   as  an  e x t r u s i o n   f r o m   an  a p p r o p r i a t e  

a l u m i n i u m   a l l o y   t o   have   r e l a t i v e l y   l i g h t   w e i g h t   a n d  

a t   t h e   s a m e   t i m e   r e l a t i v e l y   h i g h   s t r e n g t h   t o   m e e t  

e x i s t i n g   s a f e t y   s t a n d a r d s .   The  s i d e   m e m b e r   1  h a s   a  

t u b e - l i k e   p o r t i o n   2  f o r m e d   i n t e g r a l   w i t h   an  o p e n  

c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n   3  f o r   t h e   r e c e p t i o n   of  s t a g i n g  

b o a r d s   or  t h e   l i k e   .4.  T h u s ,   as  i s   s h o w n   m o r e  

p a r t i c u l a r l y   in  F i g u r e   2,  t w o   s i d e   m e m b e r s   1  a r e  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   t h e   s t a g i n g   b o a r d s   or  t h e   l i k e   4 

e x t e n d i n g   b e t w e e n   t h e m   a n d   f i t t i n g   i n t o   t h e  

r e s p e c t i v e   c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n s   3.  I f   d e s i r e d ,   t h e  

s t a g i n g   b o a r d s   or  t h e   l i k e  4   c a n   be  s e c u r e d   in   t h e  

c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n s   3  by  p i n s ,   b o l t s ,   or  t h e   l i k e ,   a s  

i s   i n d i c a t e d   a t   5 .  

As  i s   i n d i c a t e d   i n   F i g u r e   2,  t h e   s i d e  

m e m b e r s   1  c a n ,   by  t h e i r   t u b e - l i k e   p o r t i o n s   2,  f i t  

o v e r   o p p o s i t e   s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   6  and  be  s e c u r e d   t o  

the   s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   by  a p p r o p r i a t e   f i x i n g   d e v i c e s  

( n o t   s h o w n ) .   I t   w i l l   h o w e v e r   be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t  

the   r e l a t i v e l y   h i g h   s t r e n g t h   of  t he   s i d e   m e m b e r s   1 

i s   s u c h   t h a t   t h e i r   t u b e - l i k e   p o r t i o n s   2  can  in   f a c t  

s e r v e   as  a  s c a f f o l d i n g   m e m b e r ,   t h e r e b y   r e d u c i n g   t h e  

t o t a l   n u m b e r   of  s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   r e q u i r e d   a t   t h e  



p o s i t i o n   of  a  s t a g i n g .   When  u sed   as  a  s c a f f o l d i n g  

m e m b e r ,   t h e   s i d e   m e m b e r s   1  a r e   by  t h e i r   t u b e - l i k e  

p o r t i o n s   2  c o n n e c t e d   to   a d j a c e n t   s t a n d a r d   s c a f f o l d  

m e m b e r s   u t i l i s i n g   c o n v e n t i o n a l   s c a f f o l d   f i x i n g  

d e v i c e s   ( n o t   s h o w n ) .  

To  p r o d u c e   an  e l e v a t e d   w a l k   w a y ,   a  n u m b e r  

of   s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r s   1  c a n   be  s e c u r e d   i n  

a b u t t i n g   e n d - t o - e n d   r e l a t i o n s h i p ,   u t i l i s i n g   t h e  

same  c o n v e n t i o n a l   s e c u r i n g   m e a n s   as  w o u l d   be  u s e d  

to  s e c u r e   c o n v e n t i o n a l   s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   in   a b u t t i n g  

e n d - t o - e n d   r e l a t i o n s h i p .  



1.,  A  s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r   c o m p r i s i n g   a n  

e l o n g a t e   m e m b e r   h a v i n g   a  t u b e - l i k e   p o r t i o n   s e c u r e d  

t o   w h i c h   i s   an  o p e n   c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n   f o r   t h e  

r e c e p t i o n   of  s t a g i n g   b o a r d s ,   d e c k i n g   or  t h e   l i k e .  

2.  A  s t a g i n g   c o m p r i s i n g   t w o   s t a g i n g   s i d e  

m e m b e r s   e a c h   as  in  C l a i m   1,  e a c h   b u i l t   i n t o   a  

s c a f f o l d i n g   s t r u c t u r e   s u c h   t h a t   t h e   s i d e   m e m b e r s  

a r e   in   s p a c e d   c o - p l a n a r   r e l a t i o n s h i p   w i t h   t h e  

c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n s   f a c i n g   e a c h   o t h e r ,   s t a g i n g   b o a r d s  

or  d e c k i n g   b r i d g i n g   t h e   s i d e   m e m b e r s   and  l y i n g   i n  

t h e   r e c e s s e s .  

3.  A  s t a g i n g   as  in   C l a i m   2,  w h e r e i n   t h e  

s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r s   f i t   o v e r   o p p o s i t e   l e n g t h s   o f  

s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r s   by  t h e i r   t u b e - l i k e   p o r t i o n .  

4.  A  s t a g i n g   as  in  C l a i m   2,  w h e r e i n   t h e  

s t a g i n g   b o a r d s   or   t h e   l i k e   a r e   p o s i t i v e l y   s e c u r e d  

in   t h e   c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n s   of   t h e   s t a g i n g   s i d e  

m e m b e r s .  

5.  An  e l e v a t e d   w a l k   w a y   c o m p r i s i n g   a 

n u m b e r   of  s t a g i n g s   as  in  C l a i m   2,  u t i l i s i n g   s t a g i n g  

s i d e   m e m b e r s   as  in  C l a i m   1,  t h e   n u m b e r   of  s t a g i n g s  

b e i n g   s e c u r e d   in  e n d - t o - e n d   r e l a t i o n s h i p   in   t h e  

s c a f f o l d   s t r u c t u r e .  

6.  A  s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r   as  in  C l a i m   1 ,  

w h e r e i n   t h e   t u b e - l i k e   p o r t i o n   c o n s t i t u t e s   a  



s c a f f o l d   m e m b e r .  

7.  A  s t a g i n g   s i d e   m e m b e r   as  in  C l a i m   1  o r  

C l a i m   6,  w h e r e i n   t h e   s t a g i n g   s i d e   member   i s   f o r m e d  

as  an  e x t r u s i o n   of  an  a p p r o p r i a t e   a l u m i n i u m   a l l o y .  
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