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@  Handling  aid. 
A  handling  device  to  enable  a  user  to  support  at  one 

time,  with  one  hand,  a  plate  (20)  and  drinking  vessel  (6).  The 
device  has  a  plate-gripping  portion  (12)  having  resilient 
means  to  releasably  grip  the  rim  of  the  plate,  and  a  drinking 
vessel  supporting  portion  (2),  which  when  in  use  projects 
beyond  the  plate  and  is  dimensioned  to  support  the  bowl  (8) 
of  the  drinking  vessel  in  a  substantially  vertical  position 
when  the  bowl  is  horizontal.  The  device  may  be,  for  example, 
of  suitably  bent  wire  or  manufactured  from  sheet  material 
with  suitable  cut-outs. 



This   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  h a n d l i n g   a id s   i n t e n d e d  

to  a s s i s t   a  use r   in  h o l d i n g   at  the  same  t ime  a  p l a t e   and  a 

d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l .  

I t   can  be  e x t r e m e l y   d i f f i c u l t   when  s t a n d i n g   o r  

s i t t i n g   out  of  r e a c h   of  an  i n d e p e n d e n t   s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e ,  

such  as  a  t a b l e ,   to  ho ld   bo th   a  p l a t e   and  a  d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l  

such  as  a  g l a s s   in  one  hand  so  t h a t   the   o t h e r   hand  is  l e f t  

f r e e .   Such  c o n d i t i o n s   f r e q u e n t l y   a p p l y ,   for   example ,   a t  

b u f f e t   p a r t i e s ,   where  the  g u e s t s   are  e x p e c t e d   to  s t and   w i t h  

a  p l a t e   and  g l a s s   in  one  hand,   u s i n g   the  o t h e r   hand  to  p i c k  

up  food  from  the  p l a t e ,   m a n i p u l a t e   a  fo rk   or  spoon,  w i e l d   a  

s e r v i n g   i m p l e m e n t   w h i l e   a c t u a l l y   c o l l e c t i n g   the  food  o r  

even  shake  hands  w i th   a  f e l l o w   g u e s t .   H o l d i n g   a  p l a t e   a n d  

g l a s s   in  one  hand  can  be  h a z a r d o u s ,   e s p e c i a l l y   under   t h e  

c rowded  c o n d i t i o n s   u s u a l   at  such  a  g a t h e r i n g .   The  p r e s e n t  
i n v e n t i o n   seeks   to  overcome  t h i s   p r o b l e m .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   we  p r o v i d e   a  h a n d l i n g  

d e v i c e   i n t e n d e d   to  a l l o w   a  p l a t e   and  d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l   to  b e  

s u p p o r t e d   at  one  t ime  and  h e l d   in  one  hand  c o m p r i s i n g   a  

p l a t e - g r i p p i n g   p o r t i o n   p r o v i d e d   wi th   r e s i l i e n t   means  t o  

r e l e a s a b l y   g r i p   the   rim  of  the  p l a t e   and  a  d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l  

s u p p o r t i n g   p o r t i o n ,   which ,   in  use,   p r o j e c t s   beyond  t h e  

p l a t e   and  is  d i m e n s i o n e d   to  s u p p o r t   the   bowl  of  t h e  

d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l   in  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   v e r t i c a l   p o s i t i o n   when 

the  p l a t e   is  h o r i z o n t a l .  

The  p l a t e - g r i p p i n g   p o r t i o n   may  be  p r o v i d e d   by  o n e  

or  two  p a i r s   of  jaws  of  a  r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l   such  as  m e t a l  

w i r e .   Each  p a i r   of  jaws  may  c o n v e n i e n t l y   be  p r o v i d e d   by  a 

p a i r   of  i n t e g r a l   w i re   loops   p r e s e n t i n g   a  mouth  open ing   o f  

l e s s   h e i g h t   than   the  t h i c k n e s s   of  the   p l a t e   rim  to  b e  

r e c e i v e d   so  t h a t   the   p l a t e   is  a  push  f i t   be tween   the  j a w s  

and  he ld   t h e r e i n   by  the  r e s i l i e n c e   of  the   w i r e .   The  j aws  

may  l i k e w i s e   be  c o n s t r u c t e d   of  s p r i n g   s t e e l .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y  

a  s i n g l e   c l i p   w i th   a  h o r i z o n t a l   s p r i n g   i n ' t h e   manner  of  a  



b u l l d o g   c l i p   may  be  e m p l o y e d .  

The  d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l   s u p p o r t i n g   p o r t i o n   may  b e  

c o n v e n i e n t l y   of  the  same  m a t e r i a l   as  the  p l a t e - g r i p p i n g  

p o r t i o n   and  may  be  in  the   form  of  a  wire   s u i t a b l y   j o i n i n g  

two  p a i r s   of  jaws  for   g r i p p i n g   the  p l a t e ,   and  c o n t o u r e d   t o  

r e c e i v e   t h e r e t h r o u g h   the   lower   p o r t i o n   of  the  d r i n k i n g  

v e s s e l ,   such  as  the  stem  of  a  wine  g l a s s ,   but   s u p p o r t   t h e  

bowl  of  the  v e s s e l .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   the  d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l  

s u p p o r t i n g   p o r t i o n   c o u l d   be  p r o v i d e d   by  a  p l a t e   p r o v i d e d  
w i t h   a  s u i t a b l y   s i z e d   a p e r t u r e .  

In  an  a l t e r n a t i v e   form  of  the  i n v e n t i o n ,   the  a i d  

may  be  c o n s t r u c t e d   from  a  s i n g l e   s h e e t   of  a  m a t e r i a l  h a v i n g  

p o r t i o n s   cut  out  to  p r o v i d e   the  d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l   s u p p o r t i n g  

means  and  the  r e s i l i e n t   p o r t i o n s   to  g r i p   the  rim  of  t h e  

p l a t e .   The  g r i p p i n g   means  may  s u i t a b l y   c o m p r i s e   a  c e n t r a l .  

p a r t   f l a n k e d   by  arms  cut   out   of  the  s h e e t   and  the  a rms  

a n d / o r   the  c e n t r a l   p a r t   b e n t   out  of  the   p l a n e   of  the  s h e e t  

so  t h a t   the  p l a t e   may  be  g r i p p e d   b e t w e e n   the  a r m s  a n d   t h e  

c e n t r a l   p a r t .   S u i t a b l e   m a t e r i a l s   for   such  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

a re   m e t a l s   such  as  s t a i n l e s s   s t e e l   and  p l a s t i c s  h a v i n g  

s u f f i c i e n t   r i g i d i t y   to  be  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g .  
The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d   by  way  o f  

e x a m p l e   wi th   r e f e r e n c e   to  the  a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s  
w h e r e i n : -  

F i g u r e   1  is  a  p l a n   view  of  a  f i r s t   embodiment   o f  

the   h a n d l i n g   a i d ;  

F i g u r e   2  is   a  s i d e   view  of  the  h a n d l i n g   a id   o f  

F i g u r e   1;  

F i g u r e   3  is   a  s i d e   view  showing  the  aid  of  F i g u r e  
1  in  use;   ' 

F i g u r e   4  is  a  p l a n   view  of  a  second  embodiment   o f  

h a n d l i n g   a i d ;  

F i g u r e   5  is  a  s i d e   view  of  the  h a n d l i n g   aid  o f  

F i g u r e   4;  and  



F i g u r e   6  is  a  s i d e   view  showing  the  aid  of  F i g u r e   4  in  u s e .  

The  h a n d l i n g   a id   shown  in  F i g u r e s   1  to  3  c o n s i s t s  

of  a  l e n g t h   of  w i r e ,   the  midd le   p o r t i o n   of  which  is  bent   t o  

p r o v i d e   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   c i r c u l a r   d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l  s u p p o r t i n g  

p o r t i o n   2.  In  use ,   as  shown  in  F i g u r e   3,  p o r t i o n   2  c a n  
r e c e i v e   the  stem  4  of  a  wine  g l a s s   6,  but   is  o f  

s u f f i c i e n t l y   sma l l   d i a m e t e r   to  s u p p o r t   the  bowl  8  of  t h e  

g l a s s   6.  O b v i o u s l y   the  p o r t i o n   2  cou ld   a l s o   r e c e i v e   a  

d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l   wi th   a  h a n d l e ,   such  as  a  cup  or  b e e r   mug, 
w i t h   the  h a n d l e   p r o j e c t i n g   t h r o u g h   a p e r t u r e   10  in  p o r t i o n  
2,  or  a  s t e m l e s s   g l a s s ,   such  as  a  t u m b l e r   d i v e r g i n g   t o w a r d s  

i t s   r i m .  

The  two  ends  of  the  l e n g t h   of  wire   form  the  p l a t e -  
g r i p p i n g   p o r t i o n   of  the  h a n d l i n g   aid  and  are  formed  a s  

p a i r s   of  jaws  12  by  s u i t a b l e   b e n d i n g   of  the  wi re   to  f o r m  

i n t e g r a l   upper   and  lower   jaws  14  and  16  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   a s  
b e s t   seen  in  F i g u r e s   2  and  3.  The  gap  be tween   jaws  14  a n d  
16  is  l e s s   than  the  t h i c k n e s s   of  a  c o n v e n t i o n a l   p l a t e ,   s o  
t h a t   the  rim  18  of  such  a  p l a t e   20  can  be  r e c e i v e d   as  a 

push  f i t   b e t w e e n   jaws  14  and  16  and  is  he ld   by  t h e  

r e s i l i e n c e   of  the  ben t   w i r e .  

I t   w i l l   be  seen  from  F i g u r e s   2  and  3  t h a t   t h e  

p a i r s   of  jaws  12  are  a n g l e d   downwardly   with  r e s p e c t   to  t h e  

p o r t i o n   2  to  a l l o w   for   the  a n g l i n g   of  a  c o n v e n t i o n a l   p l a t e  
r im.   This  e n s u r e s   t h a t   bo th   the  p l a t e   20  and   g l a s s   6  c a n  
be  s u p p o r t e d   t o g e t h e r   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l l y .  

An  a l t e r n a t i v e   form  of  the  i n v e n t i o n   is  shown  i n  

F i g u r e s   4  to  6,  w i th   l i k e   p a r t s   to  t h o s e   of  F i g u r e s   1  to  3 

h a v i n g   the  same  r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s .   Thus  the  h a n d l i n g   a i d  

is  c o n s t r u c t e d   from  a  s i n g l e   s h e e t   of  a  s u i t a b l e   r i g i d  

m a t e r i a l   but   h a v i n g   s a t i s f a c t o r y   r e s i l i e n c e   such  a s  

s t a i n l e s s   s t e e l   or  p l a s t i c s ,   the  s h e e t   b e i n g   cut   out  t o  

p r o v i d e   a  s u p p o r t i n g   p o r t i o n   2  for  a  g l a s s   6;  the  h a n d l i n g  
a id   can  a l s o   be  moulded  in  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l .   The 



p l a t e - g r i p p i n g   p o r t i o n   is  p r o v i d e d   by  c u t t i n g   the  r i g i d  
s h e e t   to  g ive   two  arms  24,  ben t   out  of  the   p l a n e   of  t h e  

s h e e t   as  b e s t   seen  in  F i g u r e   5,  which  c o - o p e r a t e   w i th   t h e  

a d j a c e n t   p o r t i o n   28  of  the   s h e e t ,   which  is  a n g l e d   s l i g h t l y  

d o w n w a r d l y ,   to  form  uppe r   and  lower  g r i p p i n g   members  w h i c h  

r e s i l i e n t l y   and  r e l e a s a b l y   g r i p   the  p l a t e   as  shown  i n  

F i g u r e   6.  The  arms  24  a re   f i t t e d   wi th   p l a s t i c s   caps   30 

which  h e l p   g r i p   the  p l a t e   and  a l s o   p r e v e n t   damage  t h e r e t o .  

The  caps  cou ld   be  of  o t h e r   r e l a t i v e l y   f l e x i b l e   m a t e r i a l  

such  as  r u b b e r .  

I t   w i l l   of  c o u r s e   be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   t h e  
d i m e n s i o n s   shown  are  not   c r i t i c a l   and  the  h a n d l i n g   a id   may 
be  m a n u f a c t u r e d   in  a  r ange   of  s i z e s .  

The  u se r   needs   on ly   one  hand  to  h o l d   the  p l a t e   20 

and,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,   a l s o   the  g l a s s   6.  The  o t h e r   hand  i s  

f r e e   to  m a n i p u l a t e   food   22  on  the  p l a t e   20  or  remove  t h e  

g l a s s   6  from  i t s   s u p p o r t i n g   p o r t i o n   2  for   d r i n k i n g .  

Because   p o r t i o n   2  p r o j e c t s   beyond  the  p l a t e   20,  t h e r e   is  no  

d a n g e r   of  the   food  a d h e r i n g   to  the  g l a s s ,   as  is  the  case   i f  

one  s u p p o r t s   the  g l a s s   over   or  on  the  p l a t e ,   as  one  u s u a l l y  
does  when  t r y i n g   t o  c o p e   w i t h o u t   the  b e n e f i t   of  t h e  

h a n d l i n g   a id   of  the   i n v e n t i o n .  



1.  A  h a n d l i n g   d e v i c e ,   i n t e n d e d   to  a l l ow  a  p l a t e   and  

d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l   to  be  s u p p o r t e d   at  one  t ime  and  he ld   in  o n e  

hand,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   the  d e v i c e   c o m p r i s e s   a  p l a t e -  

g r i p p i n g   p o r t i o n   p r o v i d e d   with  r e s i l i e n t   means  t o  

r e l e a s a b l y   g r i p   the  rim  of  the  p l a t e   and  a  d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l  

s u p p o r t i n g   p o r t i o n ,   which,   in  use,  p r o j e c t s   beyond  t h e  

p l a t e   and  is  d i m e n s i o n e d   to  s u p p o r t   the  bowl  of  t h e  

d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l   in  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   v e r t i c a l   p o s i t i o n   when 

the  p l a t e   is  h o r i z o n t a l .  

2.  A  h a n d l i n g   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a im  1,  w h e r e i n  

the  p l a t e - g r i p p i n g   p o r t i o n   c o m p r i s e s   at  l e a s t   one  p a i r   o f  

jaws  of  r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l .  

3.  A  h a n d l i n g   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a im   2,  w h e r e i n  

the  p l a t e - g r i p p i n g   p o r t i o n   c o m p r i s e s   two  p a i r   of  jaws  e a c h  

p a i r   b e i n g   of  wire   f o l d e d   to  p r o v i d e   a  p a i r   of  wire   l o o p s  
h a v i n g   a  mouth  o p e n i n g   of  l e s s   h e i g h t   t h a t   the  t h i c k n e s s   o f  

the  rim  of  the  p l a t e   to  be  r e c e i v e d   so  t h a t   the  p l a t e   c a n  
be  push  f i t t e d   b e t w e e n   the  j a w s .  

4.  A  h a n d l i n g   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a im  3,  w h e r e i n  

the  jaws  are  of  a  s i n g l e   l e n g t h   of  w i r e ,   the  mid  p o r t i o n   o f  

which  is  ben t   to  p r o v i d e   the  d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l   s u p p o r t i n g  

p o r t i o n .  

5.  A  h a n d l i n g   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a im  1  c o m p r i s i n g  
a  s h e e t   of  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g   m a t e r i a l   h a v i n g   a  c u t  o u t  

d r i n k i n g   v e s s e l   s u p p o r t i n g   p o r t i o n   and  a  p l a t e - g r i p p i n g  

p o r t i o n   h a v i n g   a  c e n t r a l   p a r t   f l a n k e d   by  arms  cut  out  o f  

the  s h e e t ,   the  arms  a n d / o r   the  c e n t r a l   p a r t   be ing   cut  o u t  



of  the  p l a n e   of  the  s h e e t   so  t h a t ,   in  use,   the  p l a t e   may  b e  

g r i p p e d   b e t w e e n   the  arms  and  the  c e n t r a l  p a r t .  

6.  A  h a n d l i n g   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   5,  w h e r e i n  

the  arms  are  bent   out  of  the   p l a n e   of  the  s h e e t   and  

i n t e n d e d ,   in  use,  to  l i e   below  the  p l a t e .  

7.  A  h a n d l i n g   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a im   5  or  6 ,  
w h e r e i n   the  arms  have  caps  f i t t e d   t h e r e o n .  

8.  A  h a n d l i n g   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a im   5,  6  or  7 ,  

made  of  s t a i n l e s s   s t e e l .  

9.  A  h a n d l i n g   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a im   5,  6  or  7 ,  
made  of  moulded  p l a s t i c s .  










