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(54)  Method  and  apparatus  for  controlling  of  an  ink  jet  printer. 
@  An  ink  jet  printing  machine  and  method  of  printing  in 
which  a  print  head  (10)  is  switched  from  the  energized condition  to  the  de-energized  condition  without  emitting 
undesired  writing  fluid  therefrom.  Means  (10,  30)  is  provided for  projecting  a  flow  of  writing  fluid  in  the  energised condition  and  for  preventing  the  flow  of  fluid  being  projected in  the  de-energised  condition.  Switching  means  (34,  36) 
switches  the  projecting  means  from  the  energised  to  the 
de-energised  condition  with  no  undesired  writing  fluid  by 
emitted  and  ingestion  of  air,  preferably  by  controlling  the 
pressure  of  the  writing  fluid  in  the  head  (10)  so  that  it  is 
reduced  in  two  steps. CO 
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