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©  Electrothermal  printing  apparatus. 
(£)  A  print  head  (12)  comprises  a  plurality  of  thin  wire  print 
electrodes  (30)  mounted  in  a  single  plane.  The  electrodes 
(30)  are  held  in  a  closely-spaced  row  in  a  block  of  electrically 
insulating  resilient  material  (32).  The  resilience  of  the 
material  is  such  that  the  wires  are  individually  movable  out 
of  the  planar  alignment  to  a  limited  extent  with  respect  to  the 
other  wires  in  the  array.  Silicon  rubber  is  a  suitable  material. 
The  material  (32)  is  cut-away  at  (36)  to  form  a  bevelled  edge 
giving  improved  contact  between  the  head  and  the  ribbon.  A 
relatively  rigid  backing  member  (34)  is  provided  to  support 
the  electrode  array  via  the  material  (32).  The  print  head  is 
mounted  adjacent  an  electrothermal  print  ribbon  and  a 
predetermined  pressure  is  produced  between  the  print  head 
and  the  electrothermal  print  ribbon  during  printing  opera- 
tions. 
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