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©  Pallet  for  exhibiting  one  or  more  objects. 

©   The  pallet  (1)  has  a  plate  (28)  with  at  least  one  slot  (40) 
and  a  clamping  member  (31  )  mainly  consisting  of  a  web  (32) 
and  two  limbs  (33,  35)  formed  at  the  end  thereof  and  being 
substantially  at  right  angles  thereto,  said  web  (32)  being 
passed  through  said  slot  (40)  in  a  manner  such  that  one  (33) 
of  the  limbs  extends  below  and  one  (35)  of  the  limbs  above 
said  plate. 

The  invention  has  for  its  object  to  provide  a  pallet  in 
which  there  is  no  risk  of  disengagement  of  the  clamping 
member  occur,  whilst  there  is  no  need  for  using  an 
additional  bottom  plate. 

In  order  to  achieve  this  object  the  invention  proposes  a 
pallet  of  the  kind  set  forth,  in  which  the  clamping  member 
has  a  substantially  U-shaped  cross-profile. 
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The  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   a  p a l l e t   f o r  

e x h i b i t i n g   one  or  more   o b j e c t s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   j e w e l s ,   s a i d  

p a l l e t   h a v i n g   a  p l a t e   w i t h   a t   l e a s t   one  s l o t   and  a  c l a m p i n g  

member   m a i n l y   c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  web  and  two  l i m b s   f o r m e d   a t   t h e  

end  t h e r e o f   and  b e i n g   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a t   r i g h t   a n g l e s   t h e r e t o ,  

s a i d   web  b e i n g   p a s s e d   t h r o u g h   s a i d   s l o t   in   a  m a n n e r   s u c h  

t h a t   one  of  t h e   l i m b s   e x t e n d s   b e l o w   and  one  of  t h e   l i m b s  

a b o v e   s a i d   p l a t e .   Such   a  p a l l e t   i s   k n o w n .   In  t h e   known  p a l l e t  

t h e   c l a m p i n g   member   i s   f o r m e d   so  t h a t  t h e   l i m b s   e a c h   e x t e n d  

in  a  d i f f e r e n t   d i r e c t i o n   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t h e   web.   For   c o u p l i n g  

t h e   c l a m p i n g   member   w i t h   t he   p l a t e   i t   i s   n e c e s s a r y   to   u s e ,  

f o r   e x a m p l e ,   g l u e   b e t w e e n   t h e   l i m b   on  t h e   b o t t o m   s i d e   of  t h e  

p l a t e   and  t h e   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   p a r t   o f   t h e   b o t t o m   s u r f a c e   o f  

t h e   p l a t e .   By  t h e   e x e r t i o n   of  a  c l a m p i n g   f o r c e   by  t he   l i m b  

on  t he   t op   s i d e   of   t h e   p l a t e   in   o r d e r   to   r e t a i n   t he   o b j e c t s  

to   be  shown  a  t e n s i l e   f o r c e   i s   e x e r t e d   on  t h e   a d h e s i v e  

c o n n e c t i o n   as  a  r e s u l t   of   w h i c h   t h e   c l a m p i n g   member  m a y  
r e a d i l y   d i s e n g a g e   in   r e p e a t e d   use   or  in   t h e   c a s e   of  l a r g e  

o b j e c t s .   In  o r d e r   to  m i t i g a t e   t h i s   i n c o n v e n i e n c e   to  s o m e  

e x t e n t   i t   has   b e e n   p r o p o s e d   to  a t t a c h   an  a d d i t i o n a l   b o t t o m  

p l a t e ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   by  g l u e   to  t h e   e n t i r e   b o t t o m   s u r f a c e   o f  

t he   p l a t e .   T h i s   s o l u t i o n   p r o v i d e s ,   in   f a c t ,   some  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  



b u t   i t   does   n o t   s o l v e   t h e   p r e v a i l i n g   d i f f i c u l t y   in   p r i n c i p l e .  
The  i n v e n t i o n   has   f o r   i t s   o b j e c t   to  p r o v i d e  

a  p a l l e t   in  w h i c h   t h e   r i s k   of  d i s e n g a g e m e n t   of   t h e   c l a m p i n g  
member   does   n o t   o c c u r ,   w h i l s t   t h e r e   i s   no  n e e d   f o r   u s i n g  

an  a d d i t i o n a l   b o t t o m   p l a t e .  

In  o r d e r   to  a c h i e v e   t h i s   o b j e c t   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   p r o p o s e s   a  p a l l e t   of   t h e   k i n d   s e t   f o r t h   in   t h e  

p r e a m b l e ,   in  w h i c h   t h e   c l a m p i n g   member   has   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

U - s h a p e d   c r o s s - p r o f i l e .  

P a r t i c u l a r l y   when  a  p l a t e   of   r i g i d   m a t e r i a l  

i s   u s e d ,   i t   i s   a d v a n t a g e o u s   to   e m p l o y   a  v a r i a n t   in   w h i c h   t h e  

s l o t   i s   w i d e n e d   in   d o w n w a r d   d i r e c t i o n   and  in   t h e   d i r e c t i o n  

of   t h e   l i m b s   of  t h e   f i x e d   c l a m p i n g   m e m b e r .  

In  an  a d v a n t a g e o u s   e m b o d i m e n t   t h e   c l a m p i n g  

member   has   an  E - s h a p e d   c r o s s - p r o f i l e ,   t h e   c e n t r a l   l imb  o f  

w h i c h   o v e r l a p s   t h e   r e c e i v i n g   s l o t .  

M o r e o v e r ,   t h e   u p p e r   l i m b   may  be  c o n n e c t e d  

w i t h   a  f u r t h e r   l i m b   t h r o u g h   a  d o w n w a r d l y   e x t e n d i n g   b e n d .  

In  o r d e r   to   e n s u r e   a  s a t i s f a c t o r y   p i v o t a l  

e f f e c t   t he   p r o f i l e   may  h a v e   a  n a r r o w e d   p a r t   in   t he   r e g i o n  

of   t h e   t r a n s i t i o n   b e t w e e n   t h e   web  and  t h e   u p p e r   l i m b .  

For   mass   p r o d u c t i o n   i s   p a r t i c u l a r l y   s u i t a b l e  

a  p a l l e t   in  w h i c h   t h e   p l a t e   and  t h e   c l a m p i n g   member   a r e  

i n t e g r a l   w i t h   one  a n o t h e r .   In  t h i s   c a s e   t h e   l o w e r   l imb  m a y  

be  s p l i t   w h i l s t   an  e l o n g a t e   gap  i s   l e f t   f r e e .   Thus  t h e   s p a c e  

b e n e a t h   t he   p l a t e   i s   a c c e s s i b l e   f rom  t h e   s i d e   of   t h e   c l a m p ,  

so  t h a t ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   t h e   p r i c e   t i c k e t   on  a  r i n g   r e m a i n s  

i n v i s i b l e   d u r i n g   p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   f u r t h e r m o r e   c o v e r s   a  

s e p a r a t e   c l a m p i n g   member   as  d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n a f t e r  

w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e   d r a w i n g   of  some  r a n d o m   e m b o d i m e n t s .  

The  d r a w i n g   shows  i n  

F i g .   1  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  a  p a l l e t   f o r  

e x h i b i t i n g   r i n g s ,  

F i g .   2  a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   t a k e n   a l o n g  

t h e   p l a n e   I I - I I   in   F i g .   1 ,  

F i g .   3  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w ,   p a r t l y   b r o k e n  



away ,   of   a  d e t a i l   of  t h e   p a l l e t   of  F i g s .   1  and  2 ,  

F i g .   4  a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

to  F i g .   2  of  a  s e c o n d   e m b o d i m e n t   of  a  p a l l e t   in  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   a n d  

F i g .   5  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v iew  of   a  t h i r d  

e m b o d i m e n t .  

F i g .   1  shows   a  p a l l e t   1  c o m p r i s i n g   a  p l a t e   2 

s l i g h t l y   d e p r e s s e d   on  t h e   t o p   s u r f a c e   and  two  c l a m p i n g  

m e m b e r s   3,  4.  T h e s e   c l a m p i n g   m e m b e r s   3  and  4  h a v e   a  web  5  a n d  

6,  an  u p p e r   l i m b   7  and  8  and  a  f u r t h e r   l imb   11  and  12 

a d j o i n i n g   t h e   f o r m e r   t h r o u g h   a  d o w n w a r d   c u r v a t u r e   9  and  10 

and  b e i n g   p a r a l l e l   to  t h e   u p p e r   l i m b   7  and  8  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

The  u n d e r s i d e   of   t he   f u r t h e r   l i m b   11,  12  has   t r a n s v e r s e  

r i d g e s   13,  14  in  o r d e r   to   a v o i d   a  s h i f t   of  t h e   o b j e c t s   s u c h  

as  r i n g s   15,  16  to  be  shown  ( F i g .   1 ) .  

In  o r d e r   to   p r e v e n t   t he   r i n g s   15,  16  f r o m  

e n t e r i n g ,   by  awkward   m a n i p u l a t i o n ,   i n t o   t he   s p a c e   b o u n d e d  

by  t h e   web  5,  6,  the   u p p e r   l i m b   7,  8,  t he   b e n d   9,  10  a n d  

t he   f u r t h e r   l imb   11,  12  t h e   c l a m p i n g   m e m b e r s   3,  4  of   t h i s  

e m b o d i m e n t   h a v e   a  c e n t r a l   l i m b   17,   1 8 .  

F i g .   2  shows   in   f u r t h e r   d e t a i l   t he   c l a m p i n g  

m e m b e r s   3,  4  and  t h e i r   c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   t h e   p l a t e   2.  I t   i s  

in   p a r t i c u l a r   a p p a r e n t   t h a t   t h e   p l a t e   2  has   two  s l o t s   1 9 ,  

20  f o r   p a s s i n g   t he   web  5,  6,  w h i l s t   t h e   c e n t r a l   l i m b   17,  1 8  

has   a  l e n g t h   s u c h   t h a t   i t   o v e r l a p s   t h e   r e c e i v i n g   s l o t   19,  2 0 .  

I t   i s   p a r t i c u l a r l y   i m p o r t a n t   to   n o t e   t h a t   t h e   c l a m p i n g   m e m b e r s  

3,  4  h a v e   a  l o w e r   l imb  21,   22  e x t e n d i n g   on  t h e   same  s i d e   o f  

t he   web  5,  6  as  t he   u p p e r   l i m b   7,  8.  For   r e a s o n s   of  a  

s a t i s f a c t o r y   a e s t h e t i c   f i n i s h   a  b o t t o m   p l a t e   23  i s   a r r a n g e d  

,  on   t h e   u n d e r s i d e   of  t he   p l a t e   2.  T h i s   b o t t o m   p l a t e   23  has   n o  

t e c h n i c a l   f u n c t i o n .  

In  t he   r e g i o n   of   t h e   t r a n s i t i o n   b e t w e e n   t h e  

l imb   5,  6  and  t he   u p p e r   l i m b   7,  8  t h e   p r o f i l e   has   a  

n a r r o w e d   p a r t   24,  25.  I t   i s   t h u s   e n s u r e d   t h a t   a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

and  u n p r e d i c t a b l e   p i v o t a l   e f f e c t   i s   o b t a i n e d .   A l s o   w i t h  

r e g a r d   t h e r e t o   t he   u p p e r   l i m b   7,  8  has   a  s l i g h t l y   t h i c k e n e d  

p r o f i l e .  



F i g .   3  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w ,  

p a r t l y   b r o k e n   away ,   f rom  w h i c h   t h e   e s s e n t i a l   f e a t u r e s   of   t h e  

p r e s e n t   e m b o d i m e n t   w i l l   even   be  more  a p p a r e n t .   I t   w i l l   b e  

s e e n   t h a t   t he   p l a t e   2  c o n s i s t s   of  a  f l a t   p l a t e   26  and  a  r i m  

27  g r i p p i n g   a r o u n d   t h e   s a m e .  

F i g .   4  shows  a  v a r i a n t   in   w h i c h   a  p l a t e   2 8  

i s   s u p p o r t e d   in  i n c l i n e d   p o s i t i o n   by  a  f r o n t   p l a t e   29  and  a  

r e a r   p l a t e   30.  A  c l a m p i n g   member  31  c o m p r i s e s   a  web  32,  a  

l o w e r   l imb  33,  a  c e n t r a l   l imb   34,  an  u p p e r   l imb   35,  a  

d o w n w a r d l y   d i r e c t e d   s h o u l d e r   36  a d j o i n i n g   t h e   u p p e r   l i m b   35  

and  a  f u r t h e r   l i m b   37  a d j o i n i n g   s a i d   s h o u l d e r .   The  b o t t o m  

s u r f a c e   of  t h e   f u r t h e r   l imb   37  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   t r a n s v e r s e  

r i d g e s   38.  In  t h e   r e g i o n   of  t he   t r a n s i t i o n   b e t w e e n   t h e   web  32  

and  the   u p p e r   l i m b   35  t h e   p r o f i l e   of  t h e   c l a m p i n g   member   31 

has   a  n a r r o w e d   p a r t   3 9 .  

The  p l a t e   28  has   a  r e c e i v i n g   s l o t   40,  w h i c h  

i s   w i d e n e d   d o w n w a r d s   in  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  t h e   l i m b s   33,  34,  35 

of   t he   f i x e d   c l a m p i n g   member   31.  T h i s   f a c i l i t a t e s   t h e   i n s e r t i o n  

of   t he   c l a m p i n g   m e m b e r .   The  c e n t r a l   l imb   34  o v e r l a p s   t h e  

r e c e i v i n g   s l o t   4 0 .  

F i g .   5  shows  an  i n t e g r a t e d   p a l l e t   41 

c o m p r i s i n g   a  p l a t e   42  and  a  c l a m p i n g   member   43.  The  p l a t e   42  

has   an  o u t w a r d l y   s l i g h t l y   t a p e r i n g   f a s t e n i n g   p l a t e   44  h a v i n g  

r i d g e s   52,  a  c l a m p i n g   p l a t e   45  a d j o i n i n g   t h e   p l a t e   44  a t   a n  

a n g l e   and  a  s u p p o r t i n g   p l a t e   46  a d j o i n i n g   t h e   end  r im   of   t h e  

f o r m e r   a t   r i g h t   a n g l e s .   The  c l a m p i n g   p l a t e   45  and  t h e  

s u p p o r t i n g   p l a t e   46  h a v e   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   s l o t   47,  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  

t h e   s p a c e   48  i s   a c c e s s i b l e   f rom  a b o v e .   Away  f rom  t h e   c l a m p i n g  

p l a t e   45  e x t e n d s   a  web  49  of   t he   c l a m p i n g   member   43.  T h e  

r e t r a c t e d   l i m b   50  t h e r e o f   has   r i d g e s   5 1 .  

F i g .   5  i l l u s t r a t e s   t h e   mode  of   c l a m p i n g   a  

r i n g   55.  A  p r i c e   t i c k e t   54  f a s t e n e d   by  a  c o r d   53  to  t h e   r i n g  

55  i s   i n v i s i b l y   h i d d e n   in  t he   s p a c e   4 8 .  



1.  A  p a l l e t   f o r   e x h i b i t i n g   one  or  m o r e  

o b j e c t s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   j e w e l s ,   s a i d   p a l l e t   c o m p r i s i n g   a  

p l a t e   h a v i n g   a t   l e a s t   one  s l o t   and  a  c l a m p i n g   m e m b e r  

e s s e n t i a l l y   c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  web  and  two  l i m b s   f o r m e d   a t   t h e  

e n d s   t h e r e o f   and  b e i n g   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a t   r i g h t   a n g l e s   t h e r e t o ,  

s a i d   web  b e i n g   p a s s e d   t h r o u g h   s a i d   s l o t   in   a  m a n n e r   s u c h   t h a t  

one  of  t h e   l i m b s   e x t e n d s   b e l o w   and  one  of   t h e   l i m b s   a b o v e  

s a i d   p l a t e ,   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in   t h a t   t h e   c l a m p i n g   member   h a s   a  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   U - s h a p e d   c r o s s - p r o f i l e .  

2.  A  p a l l e t   as  c l a i m e d   in   C l a i m   1  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

in   t h a t   t he   s l o t   i s   d o w n w a r d l y   w i d e n e d   in   t h e   d i r e c t i o n   o f  

t h e   l i m b s   of  t h e   f i x e d   c l a m p i n g   m e m b e r .  

3.  A  p a l l e t   as  c l a i m e d   in   C l a i m   1  or   2 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in   t h a t   t h e   c l a m p i n g   member   has   an  E - s h a p e d  

c r o s s - p r o f i l e ,   t h e   c e n t r a l   l i m b   of  w h i c h   o v e r l a p s   t h e  

r e c e i v i n g   s l o t .  

4.  A  p a l l e t   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y o n e   of  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   C l a i m s   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e   u p p e r   l imb   i s  

c o n n e c t e d   t h r o u g h   a  d o w n w a r d l y   d i r e c t e d   b e n d   w i t h   a  f u r t h e r  

l imb   e x t e n d i n g   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   to   t he   u p p e r   l i m b .  

5.  A  p a l l e t   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y o n e   of  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   C l a i m s   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   in   t he   r e g i o n   of   t h e  



t r a n s i t i o n   b e t w e e n   t h e   web  and  t h e   u p p e r   l imb   the   p r o f i l e  

has   a  n a r r o w e d   p a r t .  

6.  A  p a l l e t   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y o n e   of   t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   C l a i m s   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in   t h a t   t he   p l a t e   and  t h e  

c l a m p i n g   member  a r e   i n t e g r a l   w i t h   one  a n o t h e r .  

7.  A  p a l l e t   as  c l a i m e d   in  C l a i m   6 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e   l o w e r   l i m b   i s   s p l i t   so  as  to   l e a v e  

f r e e   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   g a p .  

8.  A  c l a m p i n g   member   f o r   use  on  a  p a l l e t   a s  

c l a i m e d   in  a n y o n e   of  C l a i m s   1  to  5 .  
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