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©  Article  draining  rack. 
The  rack  comprises  a  main  frame  (11,  12, 13, 14),  two  leg 

members  (26,27),  and  an  article  draining  platform  ("A"),  said 
main  frame,  said  leg  members,  and  said  article  draining 
platform  being  inter-connected  whereby,  in  a  folded  or 
inoperative  position  for  the  rack,  said  main  frame,  said  leg 
members,  and  said  platform  lie  in  adjacent  substantially 
parallel  planes  and,  in  an  operative  position  for  the  rack, 
when  the  main  frame  lies  in  a  substantially  vertical  plane,  the 
leg  members  are  outstanding  from  one  major  face  of  the 
main  frame  adjacent  the  side  edge  regions  of  the  said  main 
frame  and  the  article  draining  platform  is  supported  in  a 
substantially  horizontal  plane  between  said  main  frame  and 
said  leg  members.  The  rack  thus  forms  a  stable  support  for 
the  articles  to  be  dried,  but  is  of  simple  structure  and  readily 
folds. 



This  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   racks   and  more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y   to  an  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   rack  for  c r o c k e r y .  

A r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   racks  for  c rockery   are  well  known  in  the  a r t  

and  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y   comprise  r i g i d   or  f o l d a b l e   wire  or  p e r f o r a t e d  

s t r u c t u r e s .   Rigid  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   racks   have  the  s e r i o u s   d i s a d v a n -  

tage  t h a t ,   when  in  use,  they  occupy  a  s u b s t a n t i a l   a rea   of  k i t c h e n  

worktop  su r f ace   or  s to rage   space.   Fo ldab l e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k s  

have  the  advantage   t h a t ,   when  not  in  use,  they  can  be  fo lded  from 

t h e i r   open  c o n d i t i o n s   of  use  to  a  r e l a t i v e   compact  form  for  s t o r a g e .  

Conven t iona l   f o l d a b l e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   racks   comprise  two 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   i d e n t i c a l   r e c t a n g u l a r   frames  p ivo ted   t o g e t h e r   at  or  n e a r  

t h e i r   mid -he igh t   reg ions   so  t h a t ,   in  the  open  working  c o n d i t i o n ,   s u c h  

a  rack  p r e s e n t s   an  "X"- l ike   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   with  the  p lanes   of  the  two 

frames  i n c l i n e d   to  one  ano the r ,   g e n e r a l l y   at  an  angle   of  90°,  and  f rom 

which  open  c o n d i t i o n   the  frames  can  be  p i v o t a l l y   d i s p l a c e d   so  as  t o  

l ie   in  close  r e l a t i o n s h i p   with  the  p lanes   of  the  two  frames  i n c l i n e d  

at  a  small  angle ,   such  as  an  angle  between  3  or  7  deg rees   d e p e n d i n g  

upon  the  dimensions  of  the  f r a m e s .  

Such  conven t iona l   " two-frame"  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   racks   may 
inc lude   wire  or  p e r f o r a t e d   a r t i c l e   suppor t   p l a t f o r m s ,   p i v o t a l l y  

a t t a c h e d   to  the  main  frame  so  as  to  adopt  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l  

p o s i t i o n   when  the  frame  is  in  i t s   open  p o s i t i o n   for   use,  and  p i v o t a l  

from  said  p o s i t i o n   of  use  to  a  plane  g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   with  i t s   s u p p -  

o r t i ng   frame  when  the  fo ldab le   d r a i n i n g   rack  is  i n  i t s   c o n d i t i o n   f o r  

s t o r a g e .   One  example  of  such  a  f o l d a b l e   d r a i n i n g   rack  is  d i s c l o s e d  

in   B r i t i s h   Pa ten t   S p e c i f i c a t i o n   No.  1 , 5 8 0 , 0 0 3 .  



The  p r e sen t   i n v e n t i o n   seeks  to  provide  a  fo ldab le   a r t i c l e  

d r a i n i n g   rack  which  is  not  based  on  the  p ivo ted   " two-frame"  c o n s t r u c -  

t ion  and  which  can  be  f r e e - s t a n d i n g ,   or  wall   mounted,  as  r e q u i r e d .  

According  to  the  p r e sen t   i n v e n t i o n   there   is  provided  a  f o l d a b l e  

a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   rack  compr i s ing   a  main  frame,  two  leg  members,  and  a n  
a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m ,   sa id   main  frame,  said  leg  members,  and  s a i d  

a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t fo rm  being  i n t e r - c o n n e c t e d   whereby,  in  a  f o l d e d  

or  i n o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n   for  the  rack,   sa id   main  frame,  said  leg  members,  

and  said  p l a t f o r m   l i e   in  a d j a c e n t   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   p lanes  and,  i n  

an  o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n   for   the  rack,   when  the  main  frame  l i e s   in  a  s u b -  

s t a n t i a l l y   v e r t i c a l   p lane ,   the  leg  members  are  o u t s t a n d i n g   from  one 

major  face  of  the  main  frame  a d j a c e n t   the  side  edge  r eg ions   of  the  s a i d  

main  frame, and  the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   is  suppor ted   in  a  s u b s t a n -  

t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l   plane  between  sa id   main  frame  and  said  leg  members. 

P r e f e r a b l y   said  leg  members  are  p i v o t a l l y   d i s p l a c e a b l e   r e l a t i v e  

to  said  main  frame  such  tha t ,   when  the  rack  is  in  i t s   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t -  

ion,  the  upper  r eg ions   of  each  leg  member  are  p i v o t a l l y   a t t a c h e d   to  t h e  

main  frame  and  the  p i v o t a l   axes  for   sa id   leg  members  l i e   on  a  common 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l   a x i s .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the  main  frame  is  of  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   c o n -  

f i g u r a t i o n   i n t e n d e d ,   in  use,  to  de f ine   two  g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   s i d e  

e lements   and  two  g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   t r a n s v e r s e   e l e m e n t s .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the  main  frame  i n c l u d e s   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  t r a n s v e r s e   mem- 

bers ,   ex t end ing   between  the  sa id   side  frame  e lements   p a r a l l e l   to  t h e  

said  two  t r a n s v e r s e   e lements   of  the  frame,  sa id   t r a n s v e r s e   m e m b e r s . b e i n g  

in  spaced  a p a r t   r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

C o n v e n i e n t l y   the  main  frame  comprises   a  l eng th   of  metal  wire  o r  

rod  with  four  r i g h t   angle  bends  t h e r e i n ,   the  ends  of  the  wire  or  r o d  

being  secured   t o g e t h e r   to  c lose  the  r e c t a n g u l a r   frame  and  p r e f e r a b l y  

said  t r a n s v e r s e   members  comprise  metal   wire  or  rods  and  the  ends  o f  

said  t r a n s v e r s e   members  are  welded  to  the  side  e lements   of  the  main 

f r a m e .  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   embodiment  the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p la t fo rm  is  p i v o -  

t a l l y   a t t a c h e d   to  the  main  f r a m e .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t fo rm  comprises  a  g e n e r a l l y  

r e c t a n g u l a r   frame  d e f i n i n g ,   in  the  o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n   for  the  f r a m e ,  

two  g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   side  frame  e lements   connected  by  two  g e n e r a l l y  

p a r a l l e l   t r a n s v e r s e   e lements ,   with  a r t i c l e   suppor t i ng   means  wi th in   s a i d  



f r a m e .  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   embodiment  the  said  frame  for  the  a r t i c l e   s u p p -  

o r t i n g   p l a t f o r m   comprises   a  l e n g t h   of  metal  wire  or  rod  with  f o u r  

r igh t   angle   bends  t h e r e i n ,   to  def ine   two  g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   side  f rame  

e lements   connected  by  two  g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   t r a n s v e r s e   frame  e l e m e n t s ,  

the  ends  of  the  wire  or  rod  being  secured  t o g e t h e r   to  c lose  the  f r ame  

and  c o n v e n i e n t l y   the  a r t i c l e   s u p p o r t i n g   means  wi th in   said  f rame  

comprise  metal  wire  or  rods  ex tend ing   between  the  said  g e n e r a l l y  

p a r a l l e l   t r a n s v e r s e   e l emen t s ,   in  spaced  apa r t   r e l a t i o n s h i p ,   g e n e r a l l y  

p a r a l l e l   to  the  s ide  frame  e l e m e n t s .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   is  p i v o t a l l y   a t t a c h e d  

to  a  t r a n s v e r s e   member  of  the  main  f r a m e .  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   embodiment  the  main  frame  p r e s e n t s   a r t i c l e   s u p p -  
.ort  e l emen t s ,   c o n v e n i e n t l y ,   sa id   a r t i c l e   suppor t   e lements   extend  b e -  

tween  t w o   a d j a c e n t   t r a n s v e r s e   members,  in  spaced  apa r t   r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  

g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   with  the  s ide  e lements   of  the  main  f r a m e .  

P r e f e r a b l y   sa id   a r t i c l e   suppor t   e lements   extend  between  t h a t  

t r a n s v e r s e   member  to  which  the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   is  p i v o t a l l y  

a t t a c h e d   and  the  next  t r a n s v e r s e   member  above  said  t r a n s v e r s e   member 

to  which  the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t fo rm  is  a t t a c h e d   when  the  rack  is  i n  

i t s   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n   and,  c o n v e n i e n t l y ,   at  l e a s t   the  m id - r eg ions   o f  

the  a r t i c l e   support   e l ements   are  d e f l e c t e d   out  of  the  plane  of  t h e  

main  frame  towards  tha t   face  of  the  main  frame  p r e s e n t i n g   the  a r t i c l e  

d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m .  

In  one  embodiment  in  accordance   with  the  i n v e n t i o n   each  l e g  

member  p r e s e n t s   an  abutment  member,  engageable   by  the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n -  

ing  p l a t fo rm  when  the  rack  is  in  i t s   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n ,   said  a b u t m e n t  

members  s e r v i n g   to  suppor t   the  r eg ions   of  the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t -  

form  remote  from  the  main  f r a m e .  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   embodiment  in  accordance   with  the  i n v e n t i o n   e a c h  

leg  member  comprises  two  spaced  apa r t   g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   members  and  

each  side  frame  element  of  the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   l i e s   be tween  

the  p a r a l l e l   members  of  i t s   a d j a c e n t   leg  and  each  abutment  member 

comprises   a  member  r i g i d l y   connec t ing   the  two  p a r a l l e l   members  of  i t s  

r e s p e c t i v e   leg,   the  side  frame  e lements   of  the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t -  
form  being  always  above  sa id   abutment  members  so  as  to  r e s t   on  s a i d  

abutment  members,when  the  rack  is  in  i t s   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the  end  r e g i o n s   of  each  side  frame  element  of  t h e  



a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t fo rm  is  d e f l e c t e d   from  the  gene ra l   axis   of  t h a t  

side  element  whereupon,  when  the  rack  is   in  i t s   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n ,  

the  d e f l e c t e d   ends  of  the  said  side  e lements   r e s t   on  said  a b u t m e n t  

members  and  the  gene ra l   axis   of  each  side  element  l i e s   below  t h e  

upper  s u r f a c e   of  each  abutment  member. 

P r e f e r a b l y   the  leg  members  are  r i g i d l y   l i nked   t o g e t h e r   by  a  

t r a n s v e r s e   member.  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   embodiment  in  accordance   with  the  i n v e n t i o n   one 

or  more  a d d i t i o n a l   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m s   are  provided  the,  o r  

each,  being  a r r anged   to  be  suppor ted   in  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l  

plane  between  sa id   main  frame  and  said  leg  members  when  the  rack  i s  

in  an  o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n   and  to  l i e   in  a  plane  ad j acen t   and  s u b s t a n -  

t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   with  the  plane  of  the  main  frame  when  the  rack  is  i n  

i t s   fo lded   c o n d i t i o n   and,  more  p r e f e r a b l y ,   when  the  rack  i s   in  i t s  

o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n ,   sa id   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m s   are  in  v e r t i c a l l y  

spaced  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d   f u r t h e r   by  way  of  example  

with  r e f e r e n c e   to  the  accompanying  drawings  in  w h i c h : -  

Fig .   1  shows,  in  p e r s p e c t i v e   view,  an  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   rack  i n  

accordance   with  the  i n v e n t i o n   in  the  open  or  o p e r a t i v e   c o n d i t i o n .  

-Fig.  2  shows,  d i a g r a m m a t i c a l l y ,   an  end  view  of  the  rack  shown 

in  Fig.   1  a n d ,  

Fig.   3  shows,  d i a g r a m m a t i c a l l y ,   an  end  view  of  the  rack  i l l u -  

s t r a t e d   in  Fig .   1  in  a  p a r t i a l l y   c losed  c o n d i t i o n .  

In  the  i l l u s t r a t e d   example  a  main  frame  for  an  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g  

rack  is  made  from  a  s i n g l e   piece  of  w i r e  o r   rod  bent  and  with  the  e n d s  

b u t t - w e l d e d   t o g e t h e r ,   to  def ine   two  p a r a l l e l   side  e lements   11  and  12 

connected   by  two  p a r a l l e l   t r a n s v e r s e   e lements   13  and  14,  at  r i g h t  

angles   to  e l ements   11  and  12,  the  t r a n s v e r s e   e l ement  13   being  t h e  

in tended   upper  element  for  the  frame  and  the  element  14  being  t h e  

i n t e n d e d   lowermost   element  of  the  frame.  The  frame  f u r t h e r   i n c l u d e s  

t r a n s v e r s e   members  15,  16,  17  and  18  ex tend ing   between  side  e l e m e n t s  

11  and  12  p a r a l l e l   to,  and  spaced  apa r t   between,  the  t r a n s v e r s e   e l e -  

ments  13  and  14.  The  main  frame  is  completed  by  wire  e lements   19 

which  extend  between  the  t r a n s v e r s e   element  13  and  t r a n s v e r s e   member 

15  in  e q u a l l y   spaced  a p a r t   p a r a l l e l   r e l a t i o n s h i p ,   p a r a l l e l   with  t h e  

side  e lements   11  and  12,  and  wire  e lements   20  which  extend  b e t w e e n  

t r a n s v e r s e   members  16  and  17,  in  equa l ly   spaced  p a r a l l e l   r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  



p a r a l l e l   to  the  s ide  e lements   11  and  1 2 .  

A  p r i c i p a l   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m ,   g e n e r a l l y   i n d i c a t e d   by 

r e f e r e n c e   "A",  comprises   p a r a l l e l   s ide  e lements   21  and  22  c o n n e c t e d  

by  p a r a l l e l   t r a n s v e r s e   e lements   23  and  24,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   at  r i g h t  

angles   to  the  s ide  e lements   21  and  22.  The  side  e lements   21  and  22 

extend  beyond  t r a n s v e r s e   e lements   24  and  the  f ree   ends  of  said  e l e -  

ments  21  and  22  are  bent  to  form  h o o k - l i k e   ends  by  which  the  p l a t f o r m  

"A"  is  a t t a c h e d   to  the  t r a n s v e r s e   member  18  of  the  main  frame  in  s u c h  

manner  as  to  a l low  the  p l a t fo rm  "A"  to  p ivo t   about  the  member  18 .  

The  end  r eg ions   of  the  e lements   21  and  22  remote  from  t h e  

p i v o t a l   c o n n e c t i o n   with  member  18  are  bent  such  tha t   the  extreme  end 

reg ions   21a  and  22a  r e s p e c t i v e l y   remote  from  member  18  l i e   g e n e r a l l y  

p a r a l l e l   with,   but  above  (as  viewed  in  Fig.   1)  the  main  axes  of  t h e  

elements   21  and  22,  whereupon  the  t r a n s v e r s e   element  23  a l so   l i e s  

above  that   plane  pass ing   through  the  main  axes  of  the  e lements   21  and 

2 2 .  

The  p l a t fo rm  "A"  is  completed  by  wire  e lements   25  which  e x t e n d  

between  the  t r a n s v e r s e   e lements   23  and  24  in  equa l ly   spaced  a p a r t  

p a r a l l e l   r e l a t i o n s h i p ,   p a r a l l e l   i t s   s ide  e lements   21  and  22,  and  

s e l e c t e d   ones  25a,  of  said  wire  e lements   extend  beyond  the  t r a n s v e r s e  

element  24  and  have  t h e i r   ends  tu rned   around  the  member  18,  thus  t o  

s t r e n g t h e n   and  suppor t   the  p i v o t a l   a t t a c h m e n t   of  p l a t fo rm  "A"  w i t h  

element  18 .  

Two  leg  members,  g e n e r a l l y   i n d i c a t e d   by  r e f e r e n c e   numerals   26 

and  27 ,  have   t h e i r   upper  ends  (as  viewed  in  Fig.   1)  p i v o t a l l y   a t t a c h e d  

to  the  t r a n s v e r s e   element  13  and  t h e i r   lower  f ree   ends  c o n n e c t e d  

toge the r   by  t r a n s v e r s e   member  2 8 .  

The  leg  member  26  is  formed  from  a  s i ng l e   l eng th   of  wire  or  r o d  

bent,  and  with  the  ends  bu t t -we lded   t o g e t h e r ,   to  def ine   two  s p a c e d  

apar t   p a r a l l e l   e lements   26a  and  26b  connected   t o g e t h e r   at  t h e i r   ends  

with  the  in t ended   upper  r eg ions   of  the  e lements   26a  and  26b  bent  o v e r  

to  form  a  h o o k - l i k e   end  which  is  snapped  on  to  the  t r a n s v e r s e   e l emen t  

13,  whereby  the  leg  26  is  cap t ive   with  the  element  13  and  p i v o t a l l y  

d i s p l a c e a b l e   r e l a t i v e   t h e r e t o .  T h e   leg  27  is  c o n s t r u c t e d   in  i d e n t -  

-  i ca l   manner  to  the  leg  26  to  p re sen t   p a r a l l e l   e lements   27a  and  2 7 b  a n d  

the  leg  27  has  a  hook-shaped  upper  end  which  is  a t t a c h e d   to  the  t r a n s -  

verse  element  13  in  i d e n t i c a l   manner  to  the  leg  26.  The  side  e l emen t  



21  of  the  p l a t f o r m   "A"  l i e s   between  the  e lements   26a  and  26b,  t h e  

side  element  22  of  the  p l a t f o r m   "A"  l i e s   between  e lements   27a  and  

27b,  whereby  the  e l ements   26b  and  27b  are  cap t ive   between  t r a n s v e r s e  

members  23  and  24  of  the  p l a t f o r m   "A",  and  the  engagement  of  s a i d  

elements  26b  and  27b  with  t r a n s v e r s e   member  23  l i m i t s   the  a n g u l a r  

d i sp lacement   of  the  legs   26  and  27  out  of  the  plane  of  the  main  f r ame  

11  to  2 0 .  

The  leg  member  26  i n c l u d e s   an  abutment  member  29  which  e x t e n d s  

between  the  e l ements   26a  and  26b,  the  leg  27  i n c l u d e s   an  a b u t m e n t  

member  30  which  ex tends   between  e lements   27a  and  27b,  and  said  e l e m e n t s  

29  and  30  are  so  spaced  from  the  p i v o t a l   connec t ion   of  the  legs   27  a n d  

27  with  element  13  t h a t   when  the  legs   26  and  27  are  so  d i s p l a c e d   f rom 

the  main  frame  t ha t   e lements   26b  and  27b  are  in  abutment   with  t r a n s -  

verse  element  23  the  d e f l e c t e d   end  r eg ions   21a  and  22a  of  s i d e  

elements  21  and  22  r e s p e c t i v e l y   r e s t   on  abutments   29  and  30  r e s p e c -  

t i v e l y   and  the  wire  e lements   25  of  the  p la t form  "A"  l i e   s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

in  a  plane  at  r i g h t   ang le s   to  the  plane  of  the  main  frame  11  to  2 0 .  

Thus,  when  the  main  frame  is  ups t and ing   from  a  s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e   i n  

a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   v e r t i c a l   plane  and  the  lower  r e g i o n s   of  the  legs   26 

and  27  are  engaging  sa id   s u p p o r t i n g   sur face   and  the  d e f l e c t e d   ends  o f  

elements  21  and  22  are  r e s t i n g   on  the  abutment  members  29  and  30,  t h e  

mean  axes  of  the  s ide   e lements   21  and  22  pass  through,   or  below,  t h e  

axes  of  the  e l ements   29  and  30  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   whereupon  the  frame  i s  

locked  in  i t s   open  c o n d i t i o n ,   and  the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   "A" 

l i e s   in  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l   p o s i t i o n   to  suppor t   a r t i c l e s   t h e r e -  

on .  

The  rack  i n c l u d e s   a  second  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m ,   g e n e r a l l y  

i n d i c a t e d   by  r e f e r e n c e   "B",  and  compris ing  two  p a r a l l e l   side  e l e m e n t s  

31  and  32  connec ted   by  t r a n s v e r s e   elements  33  and  34,  the  s ide  e l e m e n t s  

31  and  32  e x t e n d i n g   beyond  t r a n s v e r s e   element  34  and  the  f ree   ends  o f  

elements  31  and  32  being  turned  around  the  t r a n s v e r s e   member  15,  s o  

that   the  p l a t f o r m   "B"  is  p i v o t a l l y   a t t a c h e d   to  the  t r a n s v e r s e   member 

15.  The  p l a t f o r m   "B"  i n c l u d e s   wire  e lements   35,  ex t end ing   in  e q u a l l y  

spaced  a p a r t   p a r a l l e l   r e l a t i o n s h i p   between  e lements   33  and  34  so  as  t o  

l ie   p a r a l l e l   wi th   s ide  e lements   31  and  32,  and  s e l e c t e d   ones  35a  o f  

said  wire  e l ements   35  extend  beyond  the  element  34  and  the  f ree   e n d s  

of  said  e lements   35a  are  turned  around  the  member  15  to  a s s i s t   t h e  



p i v o t a l   suppor t   of  the  p la t form  "B"  with  member  15.  

The  s ide  e lements   31  and  32  of  p l a t f o r m   "B"  pass  r e s p e c t i v e l y  

between  e l emen t s   26a  and  26b  of  the  leg  26  and  e lements   27a  and  27b  

of  leg  27  and  the  said  legs  26  and  27  p r e s e n t   abutment  members  36  and 

37  r e p s e c t i v e l y   upon  which  the  e lements   31  and  32  r e s p e c t i v e l y   r e s t  

when  the  frame  is  in  i t s   open  p o s i t i o n ,   whereupon  the  p l a t f o r m   "B" 

l i e s   g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   to  the  p la t fo rm  "A" .  

In  the  open  c o n d i t i o n   for  the  rack,   i l l u s t r a t e d   in  Fig .   1,  t h e  

rack  may  be  suppor t ed   by  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l   work  top,  w h e r e -  

upon  the  main  frame  11  to  20  wi l l   l i e   in  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   v e r t i c a l  

plane,   the  legs   26  and  27  wi l l   be  ex t end ing   at  t h e i r   maximum  angle  t o  

the  plane  of  the  frame  11  to  20,  and  the  p l a t fo rms   "A"  and  "B"  w i l l   l i e  

in  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l   spaced  apa r t   p l anes .   As  the  maximum  a n g l e  

of  d i s p l a c e m e n t   of  the  legs  26  and  27  from  the  plane  of  the  main  f rame  

11  to  20  is  de te rmined   by  the  f r o n t   to  r e a r   l eng th   of  the  p l a t f o r m   "A"; 

the  f ron t   to  r e a r   dimension  of  the  p l a t fo rm  "B"  (the  d i s t a n c e   be tween  

t r a n s v e r s e   member  15  and  t r a n s v e r s e   element  33)  may  be  equal   to  t h e  

f ron t   to  r ea r   dimension  of  p l a t f o r m   "A"  but  is  p r e f e r a b l y   s l i g h t l y   l e s s ,  

to  improve  the  s t a b i l i t y   of  the  r a c k .  

With  the  rack  in  the  open  c o n d i t i o n   a r t i c l e s   to  be  d ra ined   a r e  

suppor ted   on  the  p l a t fo rms   "A"  and  "B",  in  the  case  of  cups  and  the  l i k e  

bowl-shaped  c rockery   the  a r t i c l e s   wi l l   normal ly   be  i n v e r t e d ,   and  in  t h e  

case  of  p l a t e s ,   l a rge   p l a t e s   w i l l   be  suppor ted   by  the  p l a t fo rm  "A"  and 

small  p l a t e s   by  the  p la t form  "B",  the  mode  of  support   being  i d e n t i c a l .  

Thus,  when  a  l a rge   p la te   is  suppor ted   by  the  p la t fo rm  "A",  the  p l a t e  

wi l l   have  i t s   lower  r eg ions   en te red   between  two  wire  e lements   25  of  t h e  

p la t form  "A"  and  i t s   edge  region  a d j a c e n t   the  plane  of  the  main  f r ame  

entered   between  two  wire  e lements   20,  whereupon  the  plane  of  the  p l a t e  

l i e s   in  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   v e r t i c a l   plane  at  r i g h t   angles   to  the  plane  o f  

the  main  frame  11  to  20  and  is  t h e r e f o r e   in  an  a t t i t u d e   p a r t i c u l a r l y  

su i t ed   to  d r a i n i n g .  

Whilst   the  wire  e lements   19  and  20  de sc r i bed   above  can  l i e   i n  

the  plane  of  the  main  frame  the  m i d - r e g i o n s   of  said  wire  e lements   19 

and  20  may  be  d e f l e c t e d   out  of  the  plane  of  the  main  frame  in  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n   of  a r t i c l e s   suppor ted   on  the  p l a t fo rm  "A"  or  "B",  as  shown 

b y   the  e lements   19a  in  Fig.  1,  thus  to  i n c r e a s e   the  suppor t   a f f o r d e d  

to  p l a t e s   d r a i n i n g   on  the  p l a t fo rm  "A"  or  "B" .  



To  fo ld   the  rack  from  i t s   c o n d i t i o n   of  use  to  i t s   folded  c o n -  

d i t i o n   for  s t o r a g e   i t   is  only  n e c e s s a r y   to  r o t a t e   the  p la t form  "A" 

a n t i c l o c k w i s e   (as  viewed  in  F igs .   2  and  3)  by  r a i s i n g   the  t r a n s v e r s e  

element  23  whereupon,  as  p l a t fo rm  "A"  r o t a t e s   about  i t s   p i v o t a l   a x i s  
with  t r a n s v e r s e   member  18,  the  t r a n s v e r s e   element  23  is  r o t a t e d   i n t o  

close  p r o x i m i t y   with  the  plane  of  the  main  frame,  the  said  t r a n s v e r s e  

element  23  causes  the  legs   26  and  27  to  r o t a t e   so  as  to  l i e   close  t o  

the  plane  of  the  main  frame  and,  when  the  p l a t fo rm  "A"  and  legs  26 

and  27  l i e   in  t h e i r   c l o s e s t   p o s i t i o n   to  the  plane  of  frame  1 1 , t h e  

p la t form  "B"  can  be  r e a d i l y   r o t a t e d   upwardly  about  the  axis   of  t h e  

t r a n s v e r s e   member  15  so  tha t   the  frame  adopts   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   s m a l l  

f ron t   to  r e a r   d imens ion ,   as  w i l l   be  ev iden t   from  Fig.   3 .  

Al though  the  rack  has  been  de sc r i bed   above  in  i t s   open  c o n d i t -  

ion  as  being  f r e e - s t a n d i n g   on  a  work  top  i t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t  

the  rack  can  be  wal l   mounted,  c o n v e n i e n t l y   by  having  the  t r a n s v e r s e  

element  13  suppor t ed   by  wall  b r a c k e t s ,   and  in  which  case  when  t h e  

rack  is  in  i t s   open  p o s i t i o n   the  d e f l e c t e d   ends  21a  and  22a  of  s i d e  

elements   21  and  22  of  p l a t fo rm  "A"  wi l l   be  r e s t i n g   on  the  abu tmen t  

members  29  and  30  r e s p e c t i v e l y   thus  l ock ing   the  l e g s  2 6   and  27  i n  

t he i r   extreme  p o s i t i o n s   from  the  plane  of  the  main  frame  and  the  p l a t -  

forms  "A"  and  "B"  are  t h e r e f o r e   suppor ted   in  g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   h o r i z -  

onta l   p l a n e s .  

To  improve  the  "degree"   of  locking  between  the  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g  

p l a t fo rm  "A"  and  the  l egs   of  the  frame,  the  s ide   e lements   21  and  22  o f  

p la t form  "A"  may  c o n v e n i e n t l y   inc lude   e x t e n s i o n s   or  " spu r s " ,   e x t e n d i n g  

along  the  ax i s   of  the  major  par t   of  the  l e n g t h   of  sa id   side  e l e m e n t s  

so  as  to  l i e   p a r a l l e l   to,  but  spaced  from,  the  d e f l e c t e d   ends  21a,  22a  

of  said  s ide   e l emen t s ,   whereupon  each  abutment  29  and  30  wi l l   l i e  

between  the  d e f l e c t e d   end  of  i t s  r e s p e c t i v e   s ide  e lement ,   said  d e f l e c -  

ted  end  r e s t i n g   on  the  said  abutment  member,  and  the  e x t e n s i o n   or  s p u r  
which  passes   benea th   the  said  abutment  member,  whereupon  the  p l a t f o r m  

"A"  is  locked  a g a i n s t   a c c i d e n t a l   v e r t i c a l   d i s p l a c e m e n t   of  tha t   end 

suppor ted   by  the  l e g s .   With  such  an  a r rangement   i t   w i l l   be  o b v i o u s  

tha t   the  l e n g t h   of  each  e x t e n s i o n   or  spur  wi l l   be  such  as  to  allow  t h e  

p la t fo rm  "A"  to  be  p ivo t ed   about  i t s   connec t ion   w i t h  t h e   main  f rame 

w h e n   the  l egs   are  in  t h e i r   f u l l y   extended  p o s i t i o n   and  the  t r a n s v e r s e  

element  23  o f  p l a t f o r m   "A"  is  in  contac t   with  the  leg  e lements   26b 



and  27b  of  the  said  l e g s  -   i . e .   to  engage  the  spurs ,   the  leg  e l e m e n t s  

are  d i s p l a c e d   s l i g h t l y   i n w a r d l y .  

The  f o l d a b l e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   rack   de sc r ibed   h e r e i n b e f o r e   may 

c o n v e n i e n t l y   be  used  in  combinat ion  with  a  t r ay ,   l oca ted   beneath   t h e  

p la t form  "A",  and  s e rv ing   to  c o l l e c t   l i q u i d   d r a i n i n g   from  a r t i c l e s  

suppor ted   by  the  rack.   When  the  rack  is  i n t ended   to  be  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  

on  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l   su r f ace   the  t r ay   may  c o n v e n i e n t l y   be 

independent   of  the  rack  but,   when  the  rack  is  in  a  wall  mounted  c o n -  

d i t i o n ,   with  the  main  frame  11,  12,  13,  14  a t t a c h e d   to  a  wa l l ,   a  t r a y  

may  inc lude   a  hooked  f lange   along  one  edge,  engageable   over  the  t r a n s -  

verse  element  14  of  the  main  frame  of  the  rack  and  a  p a r a l l e l   hooked 

f lange  engageable   over  the  t r a n s v e r s e   member  28  connect ing   the  f r e e  

edges  of  the  l egs ,   whereupon  the  t ray   is  suppor ted   by  the  rack  in  i t s  

open  c o n d i t i o n , t h e   rack  is  fo lded  by  s imply  e l e v a t i n g   the  t r a y ,   t o  

allow  the  t ray   to  d isengage  from  the  t r a n s v e r s e   element  of  the  main 

frame,  and  t h e r e a f t e r   e l e v a t i n g   the  p l a t f o r m   "A"  as  de sc r ibed   h e r e i n -  

b e f o r e ,  

I t   wi l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   by  persons   s k i l l e d   in  the  a r t   tha t   when 

the  rack  is  to  be  used  in  combinat ion   w i t h . a   d ra inage   t r a y  o n e   f l a n g e  

of  the  t r ay ,   engageable   with  the  e l e m e n t  1 4   or  the   element  28,  may  be 

so  shaped  as  to  permanent ly   engage  with  sa id   element,   wh i l s t   b e i n g  

p i v o t a b l e   thereon ,   so  that   the  t r ay   is  not  de t achab le   from  the  r a c k  

and,  with  such  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   when  the  s ide   walls   of  the  t r ay   are  t o  

l i e   between  the  e lements   14  and  28  when  the  rack  is  in  i t s   o p e r a t i v e  

c o n d i t i o n   the  said  t r ay   may  be  r e l i e d   upon  to  r e t a i n   the  rack  in  i t s  

open  ope ra t i ve   c o n d i t i o n ,   whereupon  the  need  to  d e f l e c t   the  ends  of  t h e  

side  e lements   21  and  22  of  p l a t fo rm  "A"  may  be  a v o i d e d .  

It  wi l l   a l s o  b e   a p p r e c i a t e d   tha t   the,   or  each,  a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g  

p la t form  could  be  p ivo ted   to  a  member  c a r r i e d   by  the  leg  e lements   and  

have  e x t e n s i o n s   at  the  oppos i te   side  of  the  p la t fo rm  to  r e s t   on  t h e  

frame  member  18  or  15  as  the  case  may  be.  In  t h i s   case,  the,   or  e a c h ,  

p la t form  could  be  a l lowed  to  drop  to  b r ing   the  rack  to  the  fo lded  c o n -  

d i t i o n .  



1.  A  f o l d a b l e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k   c o m p r i s i n g  

m e m b e r s   p i v o t a b l e   in   r e l a t i o n   to   one  a n o t h e r   b e t w e e n  

o n e   p o s i t i o n ,   t h e   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n ,   in   w h i c h   t h e y  

p r o v i d e   s u p p o r t   f o r   an  a r t i c l e   to   be  d r a i n e d   and  a n  

i n o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n   in   w h i c h   t h e y   a r e   f o l d e d   i n  

r e l a t i o n   t o   one  a n o t h e r   so  t h a t   t h e  r a c k   o c c u p i e s   a  

l e s s e r   v o l u m e   t h a n   i t   d o e s   i n   t h e   o n e ' c o n d i t i o n  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d ' i n   t h a t   t h e   r a c k   c o m p r i s e s   a  m a i n   f r a m e  

( 1 1 ,   12 ,   13 ,   1 4 ) ,   two  l e g   m e m b e r s   ( 2 6 ,   27)   and  a n  

a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   ( A ) ,   s a i d   m a i n   f r a m e ,   s a i d  

l e g   m e m b e r s ,   and  s a i d   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   b e i n g  

i n t e r c o n n e c t e d   w h e r e b y ,   i n   t h e   f o l d e d   or   i n o p e r a t i v e  

p o s i t i o n   o f   t h e   r a c k   ( F i g .   3 ) ,   s a i d   m a i n   f r a m e ,   s a i d  

l e g   m e m b e r s ,   and  s a i d   p l a t f o r m   l i e   i n   a d j a c e n t   s u b s t a n -  

t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   p l a n e s   a n d ,   i n   s a i d   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n  

f o r   t h e   r a c k   ( F i g .   1 ) ,   when   t h e   m a i n   f r a m e   l i e s   i n   a  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   v e r t i c a l   p l a n e ,   t h e   l e g   m e m b e r s   a r e   o u t -  

s t a n d i n g   f r o m   one  m a j o r   f a c e   of  t h e   m a i n   f r a m e   a d j a c e n t  

t h e   s i d e   e d g e   r e g i o n s   of  t h e   s a i d   m a i n   f r a m e   and  t h e  

a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   i s   s u p p o r t e d   i n   a  s u b s t a n t -  

i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l  p l a n e   b e t w e e n   s a i d   m a i n   f r a m e   and  s a i d  

l e g   m e m b e r s .  

2.  A  f o l d a b l e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m  

1  i n   w h i c h   s a i d   l e g   m e m b e r s   a r e   p i v o t a l l y   d i s p l a c e a b l e  

r e l a t i v e   to   s a i d   m a i n   f r a m e   s u c h  t h a t ,   when  t h e   r a c k   i s  

in   i t s   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n ,   t h e   u p p e r   r e g i o n s   of  e a c h  

l e g   m e m b e r   a r e   p i v o t a l l y   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   m a i n   f r a m e   a n d  

t h e   p i v o t a l   a x e s   f o r   s a i d   l e g   m e m b e r s   l i e   on  a  common 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l   a x i s .  

3.  A  f o l d a b l e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m  

1  or   2  i n   w h i c h   t h e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   (A)  i s  

p i v o t a l l y   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   m a i n   f r a m e .  

4.   A  f o l d a b l e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

c l a i m   3  i n   w h i c h   t h e   m a i n   f r a m e   i s   of  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  



r e c t a n g u l a r   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   i n t e n d e d , i n   u s e ,   to   d e f i n e  

two  g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   s i d e   e l e m e n t s   ( 1 1 ,   12)  and  t w o  

g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   t r a n s v e r s e   e l e m e n t s   ( 1 3 ,   14)  and  i n  

w h i c h   t h e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   c o m p r i s e s   a  g e n e r a l l y  

r e c t a n g u l a r   f r a m e   d e f i n i n g ,   in   t h e   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n  

f o r   t h e   f r a m e ,   two  g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   s i d e   f r a m e  

e l e m e n t s   ( 2 1 ,   22)   c o n n e c t e d   by  two  g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l  

t r a n s v e r s e   e l e m e n t s   ( 2 3 ,   2 4 ) ,   w i t h   a r t i c l e   s u p p o r t i n g  

means  ( 2 5 )   w i t h i n   s a i d   f r a m e .  

5.  A  f o l d a b l e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

c l a i m   3  or   4  i n   w h i c h   e a c h   l e g   member   ( 2 6 ,   27)   p r e s e n t s  

an  a b u t m e n t   member   ( 29 ,   30)  e n g a g e a b l e   by  t h e   a r t i c l e  

d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   (A)  when  t h e   r a c k   i s   i n   i t s   o p e r a t i v e  

p o s i t i o n ,   s a i d   a b u t m e n t   m e m b e r s   s e r v i n g   t o   s u p p o r t   t h e  

r e g i o n s   of  t h e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   r e m o t e   f r o m  

the   m a i n   f r a m e .  

6.  A  f o l d a b l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k   as   c l a i m e d   i n   c l a i m   5  i n  

w h i c h   e a c h   l e g   member   ( 2 6 ,   27)   c o m p r i s e s   two  s p a c e d  

a p a r t   g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   m e m b e r s   ( 2 6 a ,   2 6 b ;   2 7 a ,   2 7 b )  

and  e a c h   s i d e   f r a m e   e l e m e n t   ( 2 1 ,   22)  of  t h e   a r t i c l e  

d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   (A)  l i e s   b e t w e e n   t h e   p a r a l l e l  

member s   of  i t s   a d j a c e n t   l e g   and  e a c h   a b u t m e n t   m e m b e r  

(29 ,   30)   r i g i d l y   c o n n e c t s   t h e   two  p a r a l l e l   m e m b e r s   o f  

i t s   r e s p e c t i v e   l e g ,   t h e   s i d e   f r a m e   e l e m e n t s   ( 2 1 ,   2 2 )  

of  t h e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   (A)  b e i n g   a l w a y s  

above   s a i d   a b u t m e n t   m e m b e r s   so  as  to   r e s t   on  s a i d   a b u t -  

ment  m e m b e r s ,   when  t h e   r a c k   i s   i n   i t s   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n .  

7.  A  f o l d a b l e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

c l a i m   6  in   w h i c h   t h e   end  r e g i o n   ( 2 1 a ,   2 2 a )   of  e a c h  

s i d e   f r a m e   e l e m e n t   ( 2 1 ,   22)  of  t h e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g  

p l a t f o r m   (A)  i s  d e f l e c t e d   f r o m   t h e   g e n e r a l   a x i s   of  t h a t  

s i d e   e l e m e n t   w h e r e u p o n ,   when  t he   r a c k   i s   in   i t s   o p e r a t -  

ive   p o s i t i o n , t h e   d e f l e c t e d   e n d s   of  t h e   s a i d   s i d e   e l e m e n t s  

r e s t   on  s a i d  a b u t m e n t   m e m b e r s   and  t h e   g e n e r a l   a x i s   o f  

e a c h   s i d e   e l e m e n t   l i e s   b e l o w   t h e   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   of  e a c h  



a b u t m e n t   m e m b e r .  

8.  A  f o l d a b l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k   as  c l a i m e d   i n   c l a i m  7  

in  w h i c h   e a c h   s i d e   f r a m e   e l e m e n t   ( 21 ,   22)  of   t h e  

a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m ,   a d j a c e n t   s a i d   end  r e g i o n s  

( 2 1 a ,   2 2 a )   t h e r e o f   c o m p r i s e s   a  r e s p e c t i v e   s p u r   s u c h  

as  to   u n d e r l i e   a  r e s p e c t i v e   a b u t m e n t   ( 2 9 ,   30)   of   t h e  

l e g   e l e m e n t s   ( 2 6 ,   27)   i n   t h e   o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n   of  t h e  

r a c k   w h e n   t h e   l e g   e l e m e n t s   a r e   s l i g h t l y   d i s p l a c e d  

t o w a r d s   t h e   m a i n   f r a m e   b u t   s u c h   as  to   p e r m i t   t h e  

p l a t f o r m   (A)  to   be  r a i s e d   when   t h e   l e g   d i s p l a c e m e n t  

i s   r e v e r s e d .  

9.  A  f o l d a b l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k   as  c l a i m e d   i n   c l a i m   1  o r  

2  i n   w h i c h   t h e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m   (A)  i s   p i v o t -  

a l l y   a t t a c h e d   t o   a  member   s u p p o r t e d   by  t h e   l e g   e l e m e n t s  

(26 ,   2 7 ) .  

10 .   A  f o l d a b l e   a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   r a c k   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m   i n c l u d i n g   one  or   more   a d d i t i o n a l  

a r t i c l e   d r a i n i n g   p l a t f o r m s ,   e a c h   a r r a n g e d   to   b e  

s u p p o r t e d   i n   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l   p l a n e   b e t w e e n  

s a i d   m a i n   f r a m e   and  s a i d   l e g   members   when  t h e   r a c k   i s  

i n   an  o p e r a t i v e   p o s i t i o n   and  to  l i e   i n   a  p l a n e   a d j a c e n t  

and  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   w i t h   t he   p l a n e   of   t h e   m a i n  

f r a m e   when   t h e   r a c k   i s   i n   i t s   f o l d e d   c o n d i t i o n .  
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