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with  the  lid. 

The  container  may  be  an  egg  box. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  p a c k a g i n g   c o n t a i n e r s   f o r  

e g g s ,   f r u i t   or  o t h e r   a r t i c l e s .  

I t   i s   known  to   p r o v i d e   an  egg  box  c o m p r i s i n g   a  

b a s e   p o r t i o n   f o r m e d   of  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   h a v i n g   e g g  

r e c e i v i n g   d e p r e s s i o n s   and  a  h e i g h t   w h i c h   i s   g r e a t e r   t h a n  

t h a t   of  t h e   e g g s ,   and  a  f l a t   c a r d b o a r d   l i d   s u p p o r t e d   o n  

p i l l a r s   w i t h i n   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n .   The  l i d   i s   c l i p p e d   t o  

t h e   p i l l a r s   to  h o l d   i t   in   p l a c e   a f t e r   t h e   box  has   b e e n  

f i l l e d   w i t h   e g g s .  

The  l i d   r e t a i n i n g   means   a re   t a g s   in   t h e   l i d   w h i c h  

a re   d e p r e s s e d   t h r o u g h   h o l e s   in   t h e   u p p e r   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e  

p i l l a r s ,   e a c h   t a g   h a v i n g   a  l i p   w h i c h   e n g a g e s   b e n e a t h   t h e  

u p p e r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   p i l l a r .   The  l i d   may  b e  

r e m o v e d   by  p u l l i n g   t he   t a g s   f rom  w i t h i n   t h e   p i l l a r s .  

H o w e v e r ,   s u c h   a c t i o n   t e n d s   to   d e s t r o y   t h e   t a g   s u f f i c i e n t l y  

to  p r e v e n t   t he   l i d   b e i n g   r e c l o s a b l e .  



A c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   t h e r e   i s   p r o v i d e d   a  

p a c k a g i n g   c o n t a i n e r   c o m p r i s i n g   a  b a s e   p o r t i o n   f o r m e d   o f  

p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   h a v i n g   a  s u r r o u n d i n g   w a l l ,   a  s e p a r a t e  

l i d ,   and  r e t a i n i n g   means   f o r   h o l d i n g   t he   l i d   on  t h e   b a s e  

p o r t i o n ,   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   means   c o m p r i s i n g   a t   l e a s t   o n e  

p r o j e c t i o n   m o u l d e d   i n t e g r a l l y   w i t h   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n ,   t h e  

or   e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   b e i n g   of   h o o k - l i k e   c o n f i g u r a t i o n  

h a v i n g   a  s t e m   m e r g i n g   i n t o   a  lug   e x t e n d i n g   s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y   t h e r e t o   f o r   i n t e r e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   l i d .  

The  or   e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   i s   p r e f e r a b l y   m o u l d e d   w i t h  

an  u p r i g h t   h o l l o w   s t e m   and  a  h o l l o w   l u g .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   lug   of   t h e   or  e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n ,   in  u s e ,  

o v e r l i e s   t h e   o u t e r ,   e . g .   t h e   u p p e r ,   s u r f a c e   of  t he   l i d .  

I t   is  a l so   p r e f e r r e d   t h a t   the  c o n t a i n e r   is  a  d e e p - w a l l e d  

c m t a i n e r ,   in  which  the  su r round ing   wal l   of  the  base  p o r t i o n   has  a  

h e i g h t   which  is  g r e a t e r   than  the  a r t i c l e   or  a r t i c l e s   to  be  p a c k a g e d ,  

and  the  l i d   is  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   f l a t   l i d .  

In  one  e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n  

has  a t   l e a s t   one  p a i r   of   l i d   s u p p o r t i n g   p i l l a r s ,   and  t h e  

r e t a i n i n g   means   c o m p r i s e   one  s a i d   p r o j e c t i o n   u p s t a n d i n g  

f rom  e a c h   p i l l a r   and  a l i g n e d   a p e r t u r e s   in  t h e   l i d   t h r o u g h  

w h i c h   t he   lug   of  e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   may  p a s s .  

P r e f e r a b l y   e a c h   a p e r t u r e   i s   D - s h a p e d   or   c r e s c e n t  

s h a p e d .  

I t   i s   a l s o   p r e f e r r e d   t h a t   t h e   l u g s   of  t h e   p r o j e c t i o n s  



of  t h e   or  e ach   p a i r   of  p i l l a r s   f a c e   in  o p p o s i t e   d i r e c t i o n s ,  

p r e f e r a b l y   away  f rom  e a c h   o t h e r .  

In  a n o t h e r   e m b o d i m e n t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   t he   or  e a c h  

p r o j e c t i o n   of  t h e   r e t a i n i n g   m e a n s   i s   i n c o r p o r a t e d   i n t o  

t he   s u r r o u n d i n g   w a l l   of  t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n .   For   e x a m p l e ,  

t h e   c o n t a i n e r   may  be  g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   and  have   a  

p r o j e c t i o n   p r o v i d e d   a t   e a c h   c o r n e r   of  t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n ,  

t h e   lug   of  e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   e x t e n d i n g   i n w a r d l y .   A l s o  

t h e   or  e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   may  be  p r o v i d e d   in  c o m b i n a t i o n  

w i t h   means   f o r   s t r e n g t h e n i n g   t h e   s u r r o u n d i n g   w a l l   a n d / o r  

a  l e d g e   b e n e a t h   the   lug   of  t h e   or   e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   t o  

d e f i n e   a  gap  t h e r e b e t w e e n   i n t o   w h i c h   t he   edge   of  t h e  

l i d   may  f i t .   As  b e f o r e ,   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n   may  have   l i d  

s u p p o r t i n g   p i l l a r s .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   l i d   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a t   l e a s t   o n e  

f i n g e r - e n g a g i n g   a p e r t u r e   or   c u t - o u t   or  p u l l   f l a p   as  means 

f o r   f a c i l i t a t i n g   the   r e m o v a l   of  t h e   l i d .   The  c o n t a i n e r  

may  be  g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   and  t h e   or   e a c h   a p e r t u r e ,  

c u t - o u t   or  p u l l   f l a p   may  be  p r o v i d e d   a t   one  s i d e   or  e n d  

of  t h e   l i d .   I t   has  b e e n   f o u n d   t h a t   a  s i d e   a p e r t u r e ,  

c u t - o u t   or  p u l l   f l a p   can  r e s u l t   in   a  s m o o t h e r   and  t h u s  

e a s i e r   r e m o v a l   of  t h e   l i d .  

The  l i d   may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   one  or   more  s i d e   a n d / o r  

end  f l a p s   w h i c h   f i t   i n s i d e   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n .  



The  b a s e   p o r t i o n   may  have   a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g  

d e p r e s s i o n s .  

The  c o n t a i n e r   may  be  s u i t a b l e   f o r   p a c k a g i n g   e g g s ,  

f r u i t   or   o t h e r   a r t i c l e s .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   c o n t a i n e r  

may  be  any  o t h e r   c o n t a i n e r   h a v i n g   a  s e p a r a t e   l i d   t h e r e o n ,  

b u t   p r e f e r a b l y   a  d e e p - w a l l e d   c o n t a i n e r   w i t h   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

f l a t   l i d .  

By  way  of  e x a m p l e ,   s p e c i f i c   e m b o d i m e n t s   in   a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  d e s c r i b e d   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   t o  

t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s   in   w h i c h : -  

,  F i g u r e   1  i s   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   c r o s s - s e c t i o n   t h r o u g h  

a  c o n t a i n e r   f o r   p a c k a g i n g   s i x  e g g s ,   a l o n g   l i n e   1-1  i n  

F i g u r e   2 ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  p l a n   v i ew   of   t h e   c e n t r a l   p a r t   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r   of   F i g u r e   1 ;  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  d e t a i l   of  p a r t   of  t h e   l i d   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r   of  F i g u r e   1 ;  

F i g u r e   4  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of  a n o t h e r   c o n t a i n e r ;  

F i g u r e   5  i s   a  s e c t i o n   a l o n g   l i n e   5-5  in   F i g u r e   4 ;  

F i g u r e   6  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of  one  c o r n e r   of  a  f u r t h e r  

c o n t a i n e r ;  

F i g u r e   7  i s   a  s e c t i o n   a l o n g   l i n e   7-7  in   F i g u r e   6 ;  

F i g u r e   8  i s   a  d e t a i l   s e c t i o n   of  a  s t i l l   f u r t h e r  

c o n t a i n e r ;  

F i g u r e   9  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of  y e t   a n o t h e r   c o n t a i n e r ; a n d  

Figures   10  to  16  show  a l t e r n a t i v e   l ids   for  the  c o n t a i n e r   o f  

Figure   9 .  



R e f e r r i n g   to   F i g u r e s   1  to   3  of  t h e   d r a w i n g s ,   a n  

egg  box  c o m p r i s e s   a  b a s e   p o r t i o n   10  f o r m e d   of  d e e p - d r a w n  

p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  a  s e p a r a t e   f l a t ,   c a r d b o a r d   l i d   1 8 .  

The  b a s e   p o r t i o n   has   s i x   egg  r e c e i v i n g   d e p r e s s i o n s   11 

and  two  c e n t r a l l y   a r r a n g e d   u p s t a n d i n g   p i l l a r s   12  w i t h i n  

a  s u r r o u n d i n g   w a l l   13.  The  u p p e r   e d g e   of  t he   w a l l   13  

has   a  c o n t i n u o u s   i n t e r n a l   s h o u l d e r   or  l e d g e   14  and  a  

p e r i p h e r a l   rim  15.  In  t h i s   e n b o d i n e n t ,   the  ledge  14  is  in  t h e  

same  p l a n e   as  t he   u p p e r   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   p i l l a r s   12.  A l s o  

t he   h e i g h t   of  t h e   u p p e r   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   p i l l a r s   a b o v e  

t he   b iases   of  t he   d e p r e s s i o n s   11  i s   e q u a l   to  or  l a r g e r  

t h a n   t h e   g r e a t e s t   d i m e n s i o n   of  t h e   e g g s   to   be  p a c k e d   i n  

t he   egg  b o x .  

The  l i d   18  r e s t s   on  t he   p i l l a r s   12  and  t he   l e d g e  

14,  and  may  c a r r y   p r i n t e d   m a t t e r   c o n c e r n i n g   t h e   e g g s  

p a c k e d   in  t h e   b o x .  

R e t a i n i n g   means   f o r   t he   l i d   18  a r e   p r o v i d e d   w h i c h  

r e n d e r   t he   l i d   r e c l o s a b l e .   In  t h i s   e m b o d i m e n t   t h e  

r e t a i n i n g   means   c o m p r i s e   h o l l o w   h o o k - l i k e   p r o j e c t i o n s   19 

p r o j e c t i n g   u p w a r d l y   f rom  t h e   p i l l a r s   12  t h r o u g h   a l i g n e d  

D - s h a p e d   a p e r t u r e s . 2 0   ( F i g u r e   3)  in  t h e   l i d .   E a c h  

p r o j e c t i o n   i s   m o u l d e d   i n t e g r a l l y   w i t h   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n  

10  and  i s   f o r m e d   w i t h   a  h o l l o w   s t e m   21  m e r g i n g   i n t o   a  

h o l l o w   lug  22  e x t e n d i n g   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y  

t h e r e t o .   The  l u g s   22  of  t he   two  p r o j e c t i o n s   19  f a c e   i n  



o p p o s i t e   d i r e c t i o n s ,   in   t h i s   e m b o d i m e n t   away  f rom  e a c h  

o t h e r ,   and  when  t h e   l i d   i s   p l a c e d   t h e r e o n ,   t h e   l u g s   o v e r -  

l i e   t h e   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   l i d .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   l u g s   22  may  f a c e   e a c h   o t h e r .  

A l s o ,  i n   t h e   c a s e   o f   an  egg  box  f o r   t w e l v e   eggs   h a v i n g  

f o u r   l i d   s u p p o r t   p i l l a r s ,   t h e r e   may  be  a  p r o j e c t i o n   19 

u p s t a n d i n g   f rom  e a c h   p i l l a r   or   o n l y   two  of  t h e   p i l l a r s  

as  may  be  r e q u i r e d .  

A d d i t i o n a l   f i n g e r - e n g a g i n g   a p e r t u r e s   or  c u t - o u t s  

23  a t   t h e   e n d s   of  t h e   l i d   a r e   p r o v i d e d   to   f a c i l i t a t e  

r e m o v a l   of   t h e   l i d .   T h e s e   c u t - o u t s   23  a l s o   s e r v e   a s  

v e n t i l a t i o n   h o l e s .  

A  s u i t a b l e   t o o l   f o r   f o r m i n g   t he   i n t e g r a l l y   m o u l d e d  

p r o j e c t i o n s   19  i s   d e s c r i b e d   in   B r i t i s h   P a t e n t   S p e c i f i c a t i o n  

No  1 5 1 4 2 6 0 .  

F i g u r e s   4  and   5  r e l a t e   to   an  a l t e r n a t i v e   e m b o d i m e n t  

in  w h i c h   t h e   l i d   r e t a i n i n g   means   a r e   h o l l o w   p r o j e c t i o n s  

30  i n c o r p o r a t e d   i n t o   t h e   r im   of  t h e   s u r r o u n d i n g   w a l l   13 

of   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n   10  i n s t e a d   of   p r o j e c t i n g   u p w a r d l y  

f rom  t h e   s u p p o r t   p i l l a r s   12.  In  t h i s   e m b o d i m e n t   t h e r e  

i s   a  p r o j e c t i o n   30  a t   e a c h   c o r n e r   of  t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n   a n d  

t h e   lug   31  of  e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   30  e x t e n d s   i n w a r d l y   of  t h e  

b a s e   p o r t i o n   to   o v e r l i e   t h e   a d j a c e n t   edge   of  t h e   l i d   3 3 ,  

w h i c h   f i t s   b e t w e e n   t h e   l u g s   31  and  t h e   c o n t i n u o u s   l e d g e  

14.  As  b e f o r e ,   t h e   l i d   33  has   a p e r t u r e s   or  c u t - o u t s   3 4  



at   i t s   e n d s   to   f a c i l i t a t e   r e m o v a l   of  t h e   l i d   and  t o  

p r o v i d e   v e n t i l a t i o n   f o r   the   e q g s .  

In  e a c h   e m b o d i m e n t   d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e  

t he   l i d   may  h a v e   one  or  more  s i d e   a n d / o r   end  f l a p s   a s  

d e s c r i b e d   in  B r i t i s h   P a t e n t   A p p l i c a t i o n   No  2 0 7 2 6 2 8 .  

Each  f l a p   f i t s   i n s i d e   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n   and  may  r e s t   o n  

t h e   w a l l s   d e f i n i n g   t h e   egg  r e c e i v i n g   d e p r e s s i o n s   1 1 .  

Such  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n   of  l i d   a l l o w s   t h e   e d g e   s u p p o r t   l e d g e  

14  to   be  o m i t t e d .  

1,  In  t he   e m b o d i m e n t   of  F i g u r e s   6  and  7 ,  

t he   c o n t i n u o u s   l e d g e   14  of  t h e   p r e v i o u s   e m b o d i m e n t s   i s  

r e p l a c e d   by  a  l o c a l   l e d g e   40  a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   e a c h  

p r o j e c t i o n   30  w h e r e b y   t h e   lug  31  and  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   l e d g e  

40  s t i l l   d e f i n e   a  g r o o v e   i n t o   w h i c h   f i t s   t h e   e d g e   of  t h e  

l i d .   T h i s   l e d g e   40  i s   p r o v i d e d   by  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

v e r t i c a l ,   t a p e r e d   r i b   f o r m e d   i n t e r n a l l y   of  t h e   s u r r o u n d i n g  

w a l l   13,  w h i c h   r i b   i s   c o n v e x   in  c r o s s - s e c t i o n   w i t h   r e g a r d  

to   t he   i n s i d e   of  t h e   box  and  s e r v e s   a l s o   as  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

means   f o r   t h e   w a l l   13.  Each  p r o j e c t i o n   40  and  i t s  

r e s p e c t i v e   r i b   a re   f o r m e d   d u r i n g   t h e   m o u l d i n g   of  t he   b o x  

10  by  a  s i n g l e   t o o l   c o m p r i s i n g   a  v e r t i c a l   p o s t   41  s h o w n  

in   c h a i n - d o t   l i n e s .  

F i g u r e   8  shows  a  d e t a i l   of  a  s t i l l   f u r t h e r   egg  b o x  

in  w h i c h   the   t u r n e d   o v e r   r im  15  i s   r e p l a c e d   by  a  f l a t   r i m  



42  h a v i n g   a  s m a l l   u p s t a n d i n g   r i b   43  to   p r o v i d e   s t r e n g t h  

to   t h e   r i m .   T h i s   m o d i f i c a t i o n   may  be  a p p l i e d   to   e a c h   o f  

t he   e m b o d i m e n t s   of  F i g u r e s   1  to   3,  F i g u r e s   4  and  5  a n d  

F i g u r e s   6  and  7.  In  t h e   c a s e   of  t h e   l a t t e r   two  e m b o d i m e n t s ,  

e a c h   c o r n e r   p r o j e c t i o n   30  w o u l d   s t i l l   be  f o r m e d   b e t w e e n  

two  u p s t a n d i n g   s h o u l d e r s   in  l i k e   m a n n e r   to  t h e   f i r s t  

e m b o d i m e n t   of  F i g u r e s   1  to   3,  t h e   r e m a i n d e r   of  t h e   r i m  

h a v i n g   t h e   c r o s s - s e c t i o n   shown  in  F i g u r e   8 .  

In   b o t h   t h e   e m b o d i m e n t s   of  F i g u r e s   6  and  7  a n d  

F i g u r e   8,  f u r t h e r   e d g e   s u p p o r t   f o r   t h e   l i d   t h a n   i s   g i v e n  

by  t h e   l e d g e s   40  may  be  p r o v i d e d   by  any  s i d e   or  end   f l a p  

r e s t i n g   on  t h e   a d j a c e n t   w a l l s   d e f i n i n g   t h e   egg  r e c e i v i n g  

d e p r e s s i o n s   1 1 .  

The  e m b o d i m e n t   of  F i g u r e   9  c o n c e r n s   an  egg  b o x  

w h i c h   i s   of   a  s i m i l a r   t y p e   to   t h e   egg  box  d e s c r i b e d   i n  

r e l a t i o n   to   F i g u r e s   1  to   3.  The  b a s e   p o r t i o n   10  r e m a i n s  

u n c h a n g e d .   H o w e v e r ,   in  t h i s   e m b o d i m e n t   t he   a p e r t u r e s   44  

in  t h e   l i d   45  f o r   e n g a g e m e n t   by  t he   h o o k - l i k e   p r o j e c t i o n s  

19  u p s t a n d i n g   f rom  t h e   p i l l a r s   12  a re   c r e s c e n t   s h a p e d  

i n s t e a d   of   b e i n g   D  s h a p e d ,   t h e   c o n v e x   edge   of  t h e   t o n g u e  

46  p r o v i d i n g   a  f l e x i b i l i t y   t h e r e t o   w h i c h   r e s u l t s   in   a n  

e a s i e r   d i s e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t he   lug   22  of  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e  

p r o j e c t i o n .  

The  f i n g e r - e n g a g i n g   a p e r t u r e s   or  c u t - o u t s   23  a t   t h e  

e n d s   of  t h e   l i d   a r e   a l s o   r e p l a c e d   by  an  e q u i v a l e n t   a p e r t u r e  



or  c u t - o u t   47  at   one  s i d e ,   in  t h i s   e m b o d i m e n t ,   or   a t  

e a c h   s i d e   of  t he   l i d   45.  Such  s i d e   p o s i t i o n i n g   o f  

t h e   l i d   r e m o v a l   means   can   be  a d v a n t a g e o u s   b e c a u s e   t h e  

l i f t i n g   m o v e m e n t   of  t he   l i d   i s   n o t   d i r e c t l y   o p p o s e d  

to   t h e   n a t u r a l   h o l d i n g   a c t i o n   of  the   l u g s   22  of  t h e  

p r o j e c t i o n s   1 9 .  

The  l i d   45  of   t h e   e m b o d i m e n t   of  F i g u r e   9  may  b e  

r e p l a c e d   by  any  of  t he   a l t e r n a t i v e   l i d s   i l l u s t r a t e d   i n  

F i g u r e s   10  to   16.  In  t h e   c a s e   of  t he   l i d   48  shown  i n  

F i g u r e   10,  t h e r e   i s   p r o v i d e d   a  f i n g e r - e n g a g i n g   a p e r t u r e  

or  c u t - o u t   49  a t   one  end   of  t h e   l i d .  

In  F i g u r e   11,  t h e   l i d   r e m o v a l   means   i s   a  p u l l   f l a p  

50  at   one  end   of  t h e   l i d   5 1 .  

The  l i d s   52  and  53  of  F i g u r e s   12  and  13  a r e  

e q u i v a l e n t   to   t h e   l i d s   48  and  51  of  F i g u r e s   10  and  11  

r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   e x c e p t   t h a t   t h e y   have  s i d e   f l a p s   54  w h i c h  

may  be  f o l d e d   d o w n w a r d l y   to   be  i n s e r t e d   i n s i d e   t h e   b a s e  

p o r t i o n   10  as  d e s c r i b e d   in   A p p l i c a t i o n   No  2 0 7 2 6 2 8 .  

The  same  a p p l i e s   to  t h e   l i d s   55  and  56  of  F i g u r e s  

14  and  15  e x c e p t   t h a t   t h e y   have   a  s i n g l e   end  f l a p   57  

i n s t e a d   o f -  t w o   s i d e   f l a p s .  

The  l i d   58  of  F i g u r e   16  has  two  end  f l a p s   57  a n d  

a t   one  end  a  p u l l   f l a p   59  cu t   ou t   of  t he   f l a p   57  a t   t h a t  

end  of  t he   l i d .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   i s   n o t   r e s t r i c t e d   to   t he   s p e c i f i c  

d e t a i l s   of  t h e   e m b o d i m e n t s   d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e .   For   e x a m p l e ,  



t he   l e d g e   or   l e d g e s   in  t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n   w h i c h   s u p p o r t  

t he   l i d   e d g e   may  be  o m i t t e d ,   e s p e c i a l l y   in   t h e   c a s e   o f  

t h e   l i d   h a v i n g   s i d e   a n d / o r   e n d   f l a p s   w h i c h   can  r e a d i l y  

e n g a g e   t h e   top   of  t h e   n e s t s   or  p o c k e t s   in   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n .  

A l s o ,   i n s t e a d   of  t h e   p r o j e c t i o n s   19  b e i n g   d i r e c t e d  

away  f r o m   e a c h   o t h e r   t o w a r d s   o p p o s i t e   e n d s   of  t h e   b o x  

( F i g u r e s   1  to   3  and  9  to   1 6 ) ,   t h e   p r o j e c t i o n s   may  b e  

d i r e c t e d   t o w a r d s   e a c h   o t h e r   or  b o t h   p r o j e c t i o n s   may  b e  

d i r e c t e d   t o w a r d s   one  or   o t h e r   s i d e   of  t h e   box .   In  e a c h  

c a s e   e a c h   a p e r t u r e   20  or  44  w o u l d   be  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  

a r r a n g e d   to   c o o p e r a t e   w i t h   t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   p r o j e c t i o n .  

S i m i l a r l y   t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   l o c a t i o n   of  t h e   l i d   r e m o v a l  

means   may  be  a l t e r e d ,   as  d e s i r e d ,   so  t h a t   i t s   a c t i o n  

i s   b e s t   s u i t e d   to   t h e   p a r t i c u l a r   a r r a n g e m e n t   o f  

i n t e r e n g a g i n g   p r o j e c t i o n s   and  a p e r t u r e s .  

A l t h o u g h   t h e   v a r i o u s   l i d s   shown  in  F i g u r e s   9  to  16 

have   c r e s c e n t   s h a p e d   a p e r t u r e s   44,  i t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d  

t h a t   any  of   t h e s e   p a r t i c u l a r   l i d s ,   or  o t h e r s   h a v i n g  

d i f f e r e n t   c o m b i n a t i o n s   of  l i d   r e m o v a l   means   a n d / o r   s i d e  

and  end   f l a p s ,   may  h a v e   t h e   D  s h a p e d   a p e r t u r e s   of  t h e  

l i d   shown  in   F i g u r e s   1  to   3 .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,   e a c h   e m b o d i m e n t   may  be  r e a d i l y  

a d a p t e d   to   a  c o n t a i n e r   h a v i n g ,  a   d i f f e r e n t   n u m b e r   of  p i l l a r s .  

For   e x a m p l e ,   a  c o n t a i n e r   of  t h e   same  g e n e r a l   t y p e   as  s h o w n  

in  F i g u r e s   1  to   3  and  9  b u t   f o r   p a c k a g i n g   t w e l v e   e g g s   m a y  



have   f o u r   p i l l a r s   e a c h   h a v i n g   an  u p s t a n d i n g   h o o k - l i k e  

p r o j e c t i o n   w h i c h   p a s s e s   t h r o u g h   a  r e s p e c t i v e   a p e r t u r e  

in  t h e   l i d .   In  t h i s   p a r t i c u l a r   c a s e   i t   w o u l d   b e  

p r e f e r r e d   t h a t   t he   f o u r   p r o j e c t i o n s   a re   a l l   d i r e c t e d  

at  t h e i r   r e s p e c t i v e   a d j a c e n t   s i d e   of  t h e   box  o r   a r e   a l l  

d i r e c t e d   a t   t h e i r   r e s p e c t i v e   a d j a c e n t   end  of  t h e   b o x ,   b u t  

o t h e r   a r r a n g e m e n t s   c o u l d   be  p r o v i d e d   i f   d e s i r e d .   F o r  

e x a m p l e ,   t h e   f o u r   p r o j e c t i o n s   may  a l l   be  d i r e c t e d  

i n w a r d l y ,   e i t h e r   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   or  t r a n s v e r s e l y   of  t h e  

box.   The  c o n t a i n e r   may  a l s o   be  r e a d i l y   m o d i f i e d   f o r  

p a c k a g i n g   any  o t h e r   number   of  e g g s ,   e . g .   t e n .  

I f   d e s i r e d   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   may  be  a  box  f o r   p a c k a g i n g  

any  d e s i r e d   n u m b e r   of  f r u i t   or   o t h e r   a r t i c l e s   i n s t e a d  

of  e g g s .   I n d e e d   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   a l s o   a p p l i c a b l e   to   a n y  

c o n t a i n e r   h a v i n g   a  s e p a r a t e   l i d   w h e t h e r   or  n o t   t h e  

c o n t a i n e r   has   a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   d e p r e s s i o n s   in   i t s   b a s e  

p o r t i o n .   P r e f e r a b l y   s u c h   a  c o n t a i n e r   i s   a  d e e p - w a l l e d  

c o n t a i n e r   h a v i n g   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   f l a t   l i d ,   a n d / o r   h a s  

one  or  more   l i d   s u p p o r t i n g   p i l l a r s   in   i t s   b a s e   p o r t i o n .  



1.  A  p a c k a g i n g   c o n t a i n e r   c o m p r i s i n g   a  b a s e   p o r t i o n  

f o r m e d   of   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   h a v i n g   a  s u r r o u n d i n g   w a l l ,   a  

s e p a r a t e   l i d ,   and  r e t a i n i n g   means   f o r   h o l d i n g   t h e   l i d   o n  

t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n ,   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   means   b e i n g   m o u l d e d  

i n t e g r a l l y   w i t h   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t  

t h e   r e t a i n i n g   means   i s   a t   l e a s t   one  p r o j e c t i o n   of  h o o k - l i k e  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n   having  a  stem  merging  in to   a  lug  ex t end ing   s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y   t h e r e t o   for   i n t e r e n g a g e m e n t   with  the  l i d .  

2.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  claimed  in  Claim  1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

the  or  each  p r o j e c t i o n   is  moulded  with  an  u p r i g h t   hollow  stem  and 

a  h o l l o w   l u g .  

3.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in   C l a i m   1  or   C l a i m   2 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   t h e   lug   of  t h e   o r   e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n ,  

in   u s e ,   o v e r l i e s   t h e   o u t e r ,   e . g .   t h e   u p p e r , s u r f a c e   o f  t h e   l i d .  

4.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  a n y  o n e   of  t h e   p r e c e d i n g  

c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   i s   a  d e e p - w a l l e d  

c o n t a i n e r ,   in  which  the  su r round ing   wa l l   of  the  base  p o r t i o n   has  a  

h e i g h t   which  is  g r e a t e r   than  the  a r t i c l e   or  a r t i c l e s   to  be  p a c k a g e d ,  

and  the  l i d   is   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   f l a t   l i d .  

5.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  claimed  in  any one  of  the  p reced ing   c l a i m s ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t he   b a s e   p o r t i o n   has   a t   l e a s t  



one  p a i r   of  l i d   s u p p o r t i n g   p i l l a r s   and  t h e   r e t a i n i n g  

means   c o m p r i s e   one  s a i d   p r o j e c t i o n   u p s t a n d i n g   f rom  e a c h  

p i l l a r   and  a l i g n e d   a p e r t u r e s   in  t h e   l i d   t h r o u g h   w h i c h  

t h e   lug   of  e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   may  p a s s .  

6.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  C l a i m   5,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   e a c h   a p e r t u r e   i s   D - s h a p e d .  

7.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  C l a i m   5,  w h e r e i n  

e a c h   a p e r t u r e   i s   c r e s c e n t   s h a p e d .  

8.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y  o n e   of  C l a i m s  

5  to   7,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   l u g s   of  t h e   p r o j e c t i o n s  

of  t he   or   e a c h   p a i r   of  p i l l a r s   f a c e   in   o p p o s i t e   d i r e c t i o n s .  

9.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in   C l a i m   8,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   t he   l u g s   of  t he   p r o j e c t i o n s   f a c e   away  f rom  e a c h  

o t h e r .  

10.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y  o n e   of  C l a i m s   1 

to  4,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t he   or  e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   o f  

the   r e t a i n i n g   means   i s   i n c o r p o r a t e d   i n t o   t h e   s u r r o u n d i n g  

w a l l   of  t he   b a s e   p o r t i o n .  

11.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in   C l a i m   10,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  



in   t h a t   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   i s   g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   and  h a s  

a  p r o j e c t i o n   p r o v i d e d   a t   e a c h   c o r n e r   of  t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n ,  

t h e   lug   of   e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   e x t e n d i n g   i n w a r d l y .  

12 .   A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in   C l a i m   10 or  C l a i m   1 1 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   or   e a c h   p r o j e c t i o n   i s   p r o v i d e d  

in  c o m b i n a t i o n   w i t h   means   f o r   s t r e n g t h e n i n g   t he   s u r r o u n d i n g  

w a l l   a n d / o r   a  l e d g e   b e n e a t h   t h e   l ug   of  t he   or   e a c h  

p r o j e c t i o n   to   d e f i n e   a  gap  t h e r e b e t w e e n   i n t o   w h i c h   t h e  

edge   of  t h e   l i d   may  f i t .  

,  

13.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  a n y  o n e   of  C l a i m s   1 0  

to  12 ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n   has   l i d  

s u p p o r t i n g   p i l l a r s .  

14.   A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y  o n e   of  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   t he   l i d   i s  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a t   l e a s t   one  f i n g e r - e n g a g i n g   a p e r t u r e   o r  

c u t - o u t   or  p u l l   f l a p   as  m e a n s   f o r   f a c i l i t a t i n g   t h e  

r e m o v a l   of   t h e   l i d .  

15 .   A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in   C l a i m   1 4 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   i s   g e n e r a l l y  

r e c t a n g u l a r   and  t h e   or  e a c h   a p e r t u r e ,   c u t - o u t   or  p u l l  

f l a p   i s   p r o v i d e d   a t   one  s i d e   of  t h e   l i d .  



16.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  a n y  o n e   of  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t he   l i d   i s  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   one  or  more  s i d e   a n d / o r   end  f l a p s   w h i c h  

f i t   i n s i d e   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n .  

17.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  a n y  o n e   of   t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n  

has   a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   d e p r e s s i o n s .  

18.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  a n y  o n e   of   t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   c o n t a i n e r  

i s   an  egg  b o x .  
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