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@  Footwear. 

(g)  Footwear  mainly  comprising  an  outer  sole  (11),  an  inner 
sole  (1)  attached  thereto,  an  ornamental  layer  (34)  covering 
the  inner  sole  and  an  upper  cover  (9)  with  peripheral  parts 
(10)  fastened  between  the  inner  and  outer  soles  wherein 
along  the  entire  circumference  of  the  inner  sole  (1),  on  the 
side  remote  from  the  outer  sole  (11),  a  peripheral  strip  (2)  is 
provided,  the  cross-sectional  area  of  which  has  an  outwardly 
increasing  height,  whilst  the  peripheral  parts  of  the  upper 
cover  are  passed  through  apertures  (8)  in  the  peripheral  strip 
(2)  so  that  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  cover  (9)  is  better 
hidden  than  in  conventional  shoe  structures,  which  is 
particularly  important  for  footwear  in  the  form  of  sandals  or 
lady's  shoes  with  open  heels  and  toe  straps. 
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The  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  f o o t w e a r   m a i n l y   c o m -  

p r i s i n g   an  o u t e r   s o l e ,   an  i n n e r   s o l e   a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o ,   a n  

o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   c o v e r i n g   the   i n n e r   s o l e   and  an  u p p e r   c o v e r  
w i t h   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s   f a s t e n e d   b e t w e e n   the   i n n e r   and  o u t e r  

s o l e s .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   has   f o r   i t s   o b j e c t   to  i m p r o v e   t h e  

s t r u c t u r e   of   t he   f o o t w e a r   in  a  m a n n e r   such  t h a t   t h e   a p p e a -  

r a n c e   of  the   s h o e ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   the   r im  t h e r e o f   is  e m b e l -  

l i s h e d .  

The  f o o t w e a r   a c c o r d i n g   to  the  i n v e n t i o n   is  d i s -  

t i n g u i s h e d   in  t h a t   a l o n g   t h e   e n t i r e   c i r c u m f e r e n c e   of  t h e  

i n n e r   s o l e ,   on  t he   s i d e   r e m o t e   f rom  the   o u t e r   s o l e ,   a  p e r i -  

p h e r a l   s t r i p   is   p r o v i d e d ,   t he   c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   a r e a   of  w h i c h  

h a s   an  o u t w a r d l y   i n c r e a s i n g   h e i g h t ,   w h i l s t   the   p e r i p h e r a l  

p a r t s   of  t h e   u p p e r   c o v e r   a r e   p a s s e d   t h r o u g h   a p e r t u r e s   in  t h e  

p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p .  

S i n c e   t h e  a p e r t u r e s   a re   l o c a t e d   at  a  g i v e n   d i s -  

t a n c e   f rom  t he   o u t e r   e d g e   of  t h e   s o l e   c o n s t r u c t i o n   and  t h e  

t h i c k e n e d   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   r e m a i n s   v i s i b l e   b e y o n d   the   u p p e r  

c o v e r ,   t h e   l o w e r   e d g e   of  t h e   u p p e r   c o v e r   is  b e t t e r   h i d d e n  

t h a n   in  c o n v e n t i o n a l   shoe   s t r u c t u r e s ,   which   is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i m p o r t a n t   f o r   f o o t w e a r   in  t he   form  of  s a n d a l s   or  l a d y ' s  

s h o e s   w i t h   open  h e e l s   and  toe   s t r a p s .  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   a  f o o t - b e d   is  d i s p o -  

sed   b e l o w   the   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r ,   s a i d   f o o t - b e d   e x t e n d i n g   u p  

to  t he   p r o x i m i t y   of  t h e   t h i c k e n e d   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   or  t h e  

a p e r t u r e s   p r o v i d e d   t h e r e i n   so  t h a t   i n s i d e   the   t h i c k e n e d  

p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   a  r e c e s s e d   g r o o v e   r e m a i n s   in  t he   t o p   f a c e  

of   the   s o l e   s t r u c t u r e ,   in  wh ich   r e c e s s e d   g r o o v e   a re   l o c a t e d  

t he   c o n t i n u o u s   a p e r t u r e s   f o r   the   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s   of  t h e  

u p p e r   c o v e r .  



In  o r d e r   to  e n h a n c e   the  f l e x i b i l i t y   of  t h e  

p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   a l o n g   t h e   c i r c u m f e r e n c e   of  t he   s h o e ,   i t   i s  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   n o t c h e s   on  t he   t h i n   s i d e .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   f u r t h e r m o r e   r e l a t e s   to   a  m e t h o d  

of   m a n u f a c t u r i n g   t h e   f o o t w e a r   of  the   k i n d   d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e ,  

s a i d   m e t h o d   b e i n g   d i s t i n g u i s h e d   by  t h e   s u c c e s s i v e   s t e p s   o f  

a p p l y i n g   a  p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   a n d ,   if   n e c e s s a r y ,   a  f o o t - b e d   t o  

t h e   i n n e r   s o l e ,   as  w e l l   as  t h e   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r ,   of   c u t t i n g  

t h e   a p e r t u r e s   in  t he   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r ,   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   a n d  

i n n e r   s o l e ,   of   p a s s i n g   t h o u g h   t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s   of   t h e  

p r e f o r m e d   u p p e r   c o v e r ,   of  b e n d i n g   o v e r   t he   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s  

t o   t h e   u n d e r s i d e   of  t h e   i n n e r   s o l e   and  f i n a l l y   of  f a s t e n i n g  

t h e   o u t e r   s o l e   to  t he   i n n e r   s o l e   and  t he   b e n t - o v e r   p e r i p h e -  

r a l   p a r t s .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  d e s c r i b e d   more  f u l l y   w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e   f o l l o w i n g   f i g u r e s   s h o w i n g   an  e m b o d i m e n t .  

The  d r a w i n g   shows   i n :  

F i g .   1  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   p l a n   v i e w   of   t h e   c o m p o n e n t  

p a r t s   to  fo rm  the   s o l e   c o n s t r u c t i o n   of  t he   f o o t w e a r   e m b o -  

d y i n g   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,  

F i g .   2  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   p l a n   v i e w   of  a  s o l e   c o n -  

s t r u c t i o n   w i t h o u t   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r ,  

F i g .   3  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   p l a n   of  a  s o l e   c o n -  

s t r u c t i o n   w i t h   an  o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   and  an  u p p e r   c o v e r   to   b e  

d i s p o s e d   t h e r e o n   an  an  o u t e r   s o l e   to  be  a p p l i e d   to  t he   u n -  

d e r s i d e ,  

F i g .   4  a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   of  t he   s o l e   c o n -  

s t r u c t i o n   e m b o d y i n g   t h e   i n v e n t i o n .  

F i g .   1  shows   f rom  b o t t o m   to  t o p   the   i n n e r   s o l e  

1,  t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   2  a c c o r d i n g   to  t he   i n v e n t i o n ,   a  
f o o t - b e d   3,  an  o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   4  of  t h i n n e r   m a t e r i a l .   T h e  

i n n e r   s o l e   1  may  be  made  of  any  r i g i d   and  s t r o n g   m a t e r i a l ,  

w h e r e a s   the   f o o t - b e d   3  may  be  made  of  l e a t h e r   or  any  s u i t a -  

b l e   s y n t h e t i c   s u b s t a n c e ;   i t s   t h i n ,   f l e x i b l e   m a t e r i a l   is  s u c h  

t h a t   by  p r e s s i n g   any  d e f o r m a t i o n   can  be  m a d e .  

The  s o l e   c o n s t r u c t i o n   is  o b t a i n e d   by  a r r a n g i n g  

t h e   p a r t s   1  to   3  one  on  the   o t h e r   and  by  g l u i n g   them  t o -  

g e t h e r   by  means   of  s u i t a b l e   g l u e .   The  p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   2  i s  



b e n t   e x a c t l y   in  c o n f o r m i t y   w i t h   the   o u t e r   c i r c u m f e r e n c e   o f  

t h e   i n n e r   s o l e   1  and  f a s t e n e d   by  g l u e   a l o n g   s a i d   c i r c u m f e -  

r e n c e   so  t h a t   t he   o u t e r   s i d e   of  t he   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   c o i n c i -  

d e s   w i t h   t h e   o u t e r   s i d e   of   t h e   i n n e r   s o l e   1.  The  c r o s s - s e c -  

t i o n a l   a r e a   of  t he   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   i n c r e a s e s   in  h e i g h t   f r o m  

t h e   i n n e r   t o   t h e   o u t e r   s i d e   ( s e e   f i g .   4)  in  a  m a n n e r   s u c h  

t h a t   in  t h e   e m b o d i m e n t   shown  a  r e l a t i v e l y   f l a t   i n n e r   r im  5 

a d j o i n s   a  s e m i - c i r c u l a r   o u t e r   r im  6 .  

S i n c e   the   f o o t - b e d   3  e x t e n d s   to  n e a r   t he   o u t e r  

r im   6  a  r e c e s s e d   g r o o v e  7   is   f o r m e d   b e t w e e n   s a i d   o u t e r   r i m  

and  t he   o u t e r   c i r c u m f e r e n c e   of  t he   f o o t - b e d   ( s e e   f i g . 2 ) .   By 

s u b s e q u e n t l y   a p p l y i n g   t h e   o r n a m a n e t a l   l a y e r   4  a c r o s s   t h e  

f o o t - b e d   3,  by  p r e s s i n g   the   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   a c c u r a t e l y   i n t o  

t h e   g r o o v e   7  and  by  s u b s e q u e n t l y   b e n d i n g   o v e r   t h e   p e r i p h e r a l  

s t r i p   2  a b o u t   t he   t h i c k e n e d   o u t e r   r im  6  a  s o l e   c o n s t r u c t i o n  

as  shown  in  f i g .   3  i s   o b t a i n e d .   In  t he   g r o o v e   7  w h i c h   i s  

a l s o   f o r m e d   in  t he   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   4,  c o n t i n u o u s   a p e r t u r e s  

8  a r e   c u t   or   made  in  any  o t h e r   a p p r o p r i a t e   m a n n e r   in  t h e  

o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   4,  t he   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   2  and  the   i n n e r  

s o l e   1,  f o r   e x a m p l e ,   by  p u n c h i n g ,   so  t h a t   t h e   u p p e r   c o v e r   9 

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s   10  t h r o u g h   s a i d   a p e r t u r e s   8 .  

The  p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s   10  a r e   s u b s e q u e n t l y   b e n t   o v e r   to   t h e  

u n d e r s i d e   of   t he   i n n e r   s o l e   and  f a s t e n e d ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   b y  

g l u i n g ,   w h i c h   i s   shown  in  f i g .   4,  a f t e r   w h i c h   t h e   o u t e r   s o l e  

11  can  be  g l u e d   to  t he   i n n e r   s o l e   1 .  

From  t h e   f i g u r e s   i t   w i l l   be  a p p a r e n t   t h a t   o n  

t h e   s i d e   of  t he   r im  b e a r i n g   on  the   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   the   u p -  

p e r   c o v e r   i s   f u l l y   e n g a g e d   in  t h e   g r o o v e   7  of  t he   s o l e   c o n -  

s t r u c t i o n   so  t h a t   t he   l o w e r   edge   12  i s   no t   v i s i b l e .  

As  a  m a t t e r   of   c o u r s e ,   t h e   u p p e r   c o v e r   9  m a y  

h a v e   any  s u i t a b l e   f o rm .   The  b r o a d   s t r a p   9  may  be  r e p l a c e d   b y  

c r o s s - w i s e   p l a i t e d   f l a p s ,   t he   e n d s   of  w h i c h   a r e   p a s s e d  

t h r o u g h   t he   a p e r t u r e s   8  and  f a s t e n e d   in  t he   same  m a n n e r   a s  
t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s   10.  The  c o n t i n u o u s   a p e r t u r e s   8  may,  a s  

an  a l t e r n a t i v e ,   be  made  on  t he   h e e l   s i d e   of  the   s o l e   c o n -  

s t r u c t i o n   of  f i g .   3  so  t h a t   t h e   h e e l   s t r a p s   can  be  f a s t e n e d  

in  a  s i m i l a r   m a n n e r .   The  o u t e r   s o l e   11  may  f u r t h e r m o r e   be  

c o v e r e d   by  w e a r - r e s i s t a n t   c o a t i n g ,   w h i c h   may  have   any  s u i t a -  



b l e   s h a p e ;   t h i s   w e a r - r e s i s t a n t   c o a t i n g   may  be  a  r u b b e r   s o l e  

i n c r e a s i n g   i t s   t h i c k n e s s   t o w a r d s   t h e   h e e l   s i d e .   M o r e o v e r ,  

t h e   s o l e   may  h a v e   a  h e e l .   The  i n v e n t i o n   a l s o   c o v e r s   a  s h o e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n   in  w h i c h   a  l o o s e   h e e l   is   s e c u r e d   to  t h e   h e e l  

s i d e .  



1.  F o o t w e a r   m a i n l y   c o m p r i s i n g   an  o u t e r   s o l e ,   a n  

i n n e r   s o l e   a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o ,   an  o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   c o v e r i n g  

t h e   i n n e r   s o l e   and  an  u p p e r   c o v e r   h a v i n g   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s  

f a s t e n e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   i n n e r   and  o u t e r   s o l e s   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   i n  

t h a t   a l o n g   t he   w h o l e   c i r c u m f e r e n c e   of  the   i n n e r   s o l e ,   on  t h e  

s i d e   r e m o t e   f rom  t h e   o u t e r   s o l e ,   a  p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   is  a r -  

r a n g e d ,   the   c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   a r e a   of  w h i c h   has   an  o u t w a r d l y  

i n c r e a s i n g   h e i g h t ,   w h i l s t   t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s   of  t he   u p p e r  

c o v e r   a re   p a s s e d   t h r o u g h   r e g i s t e r i n g   a p e r t u r e s   in  the   o r n a -  

m e n t a l   l a y e r ,   t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   and  t h e   i n n e r   s o l e .  

2.  F o o t w e a r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i -  

zed  in  t h a t   a  f o o t - b e d   e x t e n d i n g   up  to  s a i d   a p e r t u r e s   i s  

s a n d w i c h e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   and  the   i n n e r   s o l e .  

3.  F o o t w e a r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1  or  2,  c h a r a c -  

t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   in  t h e   t h i n n e s t   p a r t   of  the   c r o s s - s e c t i o n  

t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   n o t c h e s .  

4.  A  m e t h o d   of  m a n u f a c t u r i n g   f o o t w e a r   as  c l a i -  

med  in  a n y o n e   of   t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t  

in  o r d e r   of  s u c c e s s i o n   a  p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   and ,   if   n e c e s s a r y ,  

a  f o o t - b e d   as  w e l l   as  an  o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   a re   a p p l i e d   to  t h e  

i n n e r   s o l e ,   a l o n g   t h e   c i r c u m f e r e n c e   t h e r e o f ,   c o n t i n u o u s  

a p e r t u r e s   a r e   s u b s e q u e n t l y   p i e r c e d   in  t he   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r ,  

t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   and  t h e   i n n e r   s o l e ,   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s   o f  

t h e   p r e f o r m e d   u p p e r   c o v e r   a r e   p a s s e d   t h r o u g h   s a i d   a p e r t u r e s ,  

t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s   a r e   b e n t - o v e r   to  the   s i d e   of  the   i n n e r  

s o l e   r e m o t e   f rom  t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   and  f a i n a l l y   t he   o u t e r  

s o l e   is  f a s t e n e d   to  t h e   i n n e r   s o l e   and  the   p e r i p h e r a l   p a r t s .  

5.  A  m e t h o d   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   4,  c h a r a c t e r i -  

zed  in  t h a t   d u r i n g   t h e   a p p l i c a t i o n   of  the   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r  

to   t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   s t r i p   and  t h e   f o o t - b e d   a  g r o o v e   is   p r e s s e d  

in  t he   o r n a m e n t a l   l a y e r   a r o u n d   the   o u t e r   s i d e   of  t he   f o o t -  

b e d .  
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