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(55)  Automatic  identification  apparatus. 
(57)  An  identification  system  is  provided  wherein  one  senses 
the  position  of  optically  significant  features  along  the  length 
of  one  or  more  fingers,  such  as  the  length  and/or  the  optical 
characteristics  of  the  under  surface  of  one  or  more  fingers. 
The  finger  to  be  measured  is  placed  over  a  slot  (18  -  24)  on 
the  sensing  device  and  at  least  a  portion  of  the  under  surface 
of  the  finger  is  illuminated.  A  light  pick-up  device  (42)  under 
the  slot  determines  the  position  of  optically  significant 
features  by  means  of  light  reflected  from  the  finger. 
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