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Mailer construction.

A mailer construction includes a receptacle (112) bound
or otherwise affixed to a single or multi-page envelope {110)
or printing. The receptacie (112) forms either the cover or
outer surfaces of the mailer, or may be retained within the
envelope or pages. The receptacle is removable from the
remainder of the assembly, and can be opened and used
after the remainder of the assembly is discarded. The
receptacle may have appropriate printed indicia upon its
sides.
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MAILER CONSTRUCTION

BACKGROUNMD OF TdE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a card, envelope,
mailer, multi-page document or other type of printed matter
and, in particular, to such a formed paper oﬁ other sheet
material which construction includes as a part thereof a
collapsible container or receptacle which may be opened by
the recipient and used in the appropriate manner as well as

an information or messase-imparting section..

A typical letter, mailer, magazine, flyer, or card,
while indicating to the recipient the concerns, thoughts and
interests of the sender, is a device of limited practicality.
Soon after receipt by the recipient the cohstruction-is often

discarded, its message and contents having been duly received
and noted by the persén to whon it was sent.

In addition, promotional and informational material
mailed or offered for sale in the form of printed matter
needs to have an element of attractiveness or novelty to
grasp the recipient's attention so that the material being
presented or offered for the recipient's consideration will
be noticed.

A utilitarian object, which may be retained and

utilized by the recipient for a period of time after receipt
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can serve this function and can be further adorned with
appropriate indicia to further promote the services or

products of the sender.

It is therefore an ohject of the present invention
to provide a mailer or similar sheet material construction
which includes an intearal receptacle which may be removed

from the mailer and be used in a utilitarian sense and which

extends tne useful life of the construction. The receptacle

may be adorned with further informational promotional
indicia.
In accordance with the present invention a greeting

card or envelope including an integrally mounted and folded paper

or other flexible material container is provided. .The container
is so dimensioned as to be foldable to a size compatible with
the dimensions of the greeting card or envelope, and is removably
mounted to one serface thereof. Additional card or envelogpe

surfaces are provided for addressing purposes as well as the

communicating of the appropriate sentiment. The foldable

*

container or receptacle itself may be provided with appropriate

indicia to coordinate and further reinforce the tenor of the

greeting card.

In accordance with a second form of the invention that concept is
further developed to provide sheet material constructions of
varied forms including as a part thereof a folded paper or

other flexible sheet-like material container. The container

is so dimensioned as to be foldahle to a size compatible with
the dimensions of the sheet material construction, and is
removable affixed to the construction. Surfaces of the

construction are provided for addressing, promotion, and/or
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communication of the appropriate message information. The

foldable container or receptacle itself may be provided with
appropriate indicia to coordinate and further reinforce the
tenor of the construction. The receptacle may be formed as

the cover or outer surfaces of the mailer, or may be located

or bound within the canstruction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A complete understanding of the present invention,
as well as further objects and features thereof, can be
obtained by reference to the following description of
preferred, but nonetheless illustrative embodiments of the

present invention when taken in conjunction with the annexed

drawings, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment of

the invention showing the greeting card in the folded config-

uration for mailing;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the embodiment of
Fig. 1 shown in the opened state, illustrating'the exposed
message area as well as the folded container oxr receptacle;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the front of the first embodi-
ment, showing the location of score lines provided to assist in
receptacle removal from the card body;

Fig. 4 is the container of Figs. 1l and 2 in the removed

and unfolded configuration;
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Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a second embodiment,
in the folded form ready for mailing;

Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken along line 5-5 of
Fig. 4, showing the card structure as well as that of the

enclosed container; and

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the greeting card oif
Fig. 4 showing the message removed from the envelope and the

container in the unfolded configuration.

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a third
embodiment of the invention showing an envelope construction
with enclosed receptacle in the clo;ed, ready for mailing
configuration;

Figure 9 is a partial sectional view taken along
line 9-9 of Fiqure §;

Figurel0 is a sectional view taken along line 10-10
of Figure 8.;

Fiqurell is an exploded perspective view of the
embodiment of Fiqures 8-10 showing the alignment of the
receptacle and overlying envelope construction; -

Figurel2 is a perspective view of a fourth
embodiment of the invention showinq an envelope
construction having an integral inner retention panel and
enclosed receptacle in the closed, ready for mailing
configuration;

Fiqure 131is a partial sectional view taken along
line 12-12 of Figure 12;

Figure 141is a sectional view taken alonq linel4-14

of Fiqurely;
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Figure.lsiﬁ an exploded perspective view of the
embodiment of Figures 12-14 showing the alignment of the
receptacle and overlying envelope and retention panel
construction;

Figure 16 is a perspective view of a fifth
embodiment of the invention showing a two-part envelope
construction and enclosed receptacle in the closed, ready for

mailing configuration;

Figure 17 is a partial sectional view taken along

line 17-17. of Figure 16;

Figurel8 is a sectional view taken along line

18-18 of Fiqurel6;
Figure 19 is an exploded perspective view of the
embodiment of Figure 16-~18 showing the inner envelope

retention section and the receptacle having been removed

therefrom;

Figqure 20 is a perspective view of a sixth
embodiment of the invention showing yet another envelope .
‘construction with the enclosed receptacle in the closed,
ready for mailing, configuration;

Figure 21 is a sectional view taken along line
21-21 of Figqure 20; '

Fiqure 22 is an explqded perspective view of the
embodiment of Figures 20 and 21;

Figure 23 1is a perspective view of a seventh

embodiment of the invention showing a further envelope

construction with an integral innar securance flap or pouch

PR
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and enclosed receptacle in the closed, ready for mailing

confiquration;

Fiqure 24 is a sectional view taken along line
24-24 of Figure 23;

Fiqure 25 is an exploded perspective view of the
embodiment of Figures 23 and 24;

Figure 26-is a perspective view of a eight
embodiment of the invention showing another envelope
construction in which a portion of the receptacle defines an
outer surface of the envelope;

Figure 27 is a sectional view taken along line
27-27 %f Figqure 26;

Fiqure 28 is a perspective view of the embodiment
of Figures 26-27 showing the receptacle in the open
position;

Figure 29 is a perspective view éf yet another
embodiment of the invention in which the receptacle is formed
as a cover of a multi-page print item;

Figure 30- is a perspective view of the receptacle
of Fiqure 29 removed from the print item;

Figure 31 is the receptacle in the open
configur§tion; and

Fiqure 32 is‘an alternative embodiment of the

embodiment of Figure 29-31 in which the receptacle is mounted

amonq the paqges of the print iteimn.
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DESCRIPTION OF THY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring initially to Figs. 1-4, greeting card

construction 10 includes foldable receptacle or container 12

and multi-panel card structure 1l4. In the embodiment shown in
Figs. 1-4 card 14 includes panels 16, 18 and 20 interconnected
by fold line 22 between panels 16 and 18 and fold line 24
between panels 18 and 20. Fold lines 22 and 24 may be created
by a partial cut through the panel material or by any other
appropriate means. Appended to edge 26 of third panel 20 and
preferably formed from the same material as panels 16 through
20 is sealing flap 28.

Receptacle 12, which can be seen in its unfolded state
in Fig. 4, is manufactured of any appropriate material, such as

craft paper or light gauge plastic; Receptacle 12 includes

‘a generally flat base 30, which is dimensioned to overlie

third panel 20. 8Sides 32 of the receptacle 12 are provided

with appropriate fold lines 34 to allow the container to be
collapsed to the folded state. Handles 36, which may be
similarly constructed of a heavy gauge paper, are provided at
the top of the receptacle, and may be folded inwardly when the
receptacle is in the collapsed position. .
Container base 30 is fastened to the third panel 20
by an adhesive chosen to retain the receptacle thereon, but
which permits the receptacle to be removed from the panel with

minimal damagevthereto. Any one of several paper adhesives

so0ld under the term "rubber cement" for example, may be used.

Alternatiﬁely, Qénel 20 may be provided with perforation or

&
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score lines 37, which allow receptacle 12 to be removed along
with a portion of panel 28. 1In such an embodiment receptacle
base 30 may be permanently affixed to panel 20, which when
removed from the card structure provides additional base rigidity

5 for the receptacle.

The dimensions of panels 16, 18 and 20 are chosen such
that inner face 38 of panel 16 may be folded to overlay inner
face 40 of panel 18, and that both panels in such a folded
configuration may be folded over receptacle 12 when in the

10 collapsed state. Upon such folding flap 28, which includes on
its inner face 42 an appropriate sealing adjesive, is fastened
to the edge of panel 16, thus securing the construction in its
folded state. As so folded, as shown in Fig. 1, outer surface

: 46 of panel 18 can be utilized for the placement of an address

15 and postage.

Prior to sealing, surfaces 38 and 40 may be utilized
by the sender to write an appropriate message. Alternatively,
those surfaces may be pre-printed with sentiments appropriate
for the occasion. Receptacle container 12 may similarly be

20 adorned with indicia appropriate for the occasion. Upon receipt
by the recipient flap 28 is opened, the massage on services 38
and 40 received, and receptacle container 12 may then be
removed from the remainder of the construction, thus providing
a useful item and an item which will serve as a continuous

25 reminder to the recipient of the sentiments of the sender.
| A second embodiment of the present invention can be

seen in Figs. 5-7. 1In this embodiment recepticle/container 12

12 is placeq_upon outside surface of panel 48 of envelope

~
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construction 50, into which an appropriate message-bearing card

or letter 52 may be inserted; Envelope 50 includes both panels

48 and 52, which, as may be best seen in Fig. 5, are joined

along three edges of their periphery to form the envelope chamber.
Panel 48 includes integral sealing flap 54 which may be folded

over the edge of panel 52 to seal the envelope after the card

or letter is inserted. Sealing flap 54 contains glue line 58

to provide the sealing function.

Receptacle 12, which rests upon the outer surface otf

panel 48, includes fold lines 34 on its sides 32 to allow it

to be folded to a size commensurate with the size of panel 48.

As shown in Fig. 6, foldable handles 60 may be alternatively

of a square, rather than the triangular configuration shown

in Fig. 3. As may be best seen in Fig. 6, receptacle container
12 is enclosed in an'impervious covering 62 to keep it in its
folded state and protect it during display and mailing.

Packaging 62 may be of a transparent and flexible thin plastic

film. The enclosed receptacle container is 12 then adhesively

attached to panel 48, In the embodiment of Figs. 5-7, envelope

construction 50 is used. in the conventional manner, with the

recipient's address and postage being affixed to the outer

surface 56 of panel 52. Enclosed message card or letter 64 is

inscribed with the appropriate sentiment, while receptacle 12

may be similarly adorned.

The present invention provides a greeting card

construction having a utility and value which extends beyond

that of the conventional card. The incorporation of a

removable receptacle container to a card or envelope constr-

uction permits the recipient to utilize a section of the
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greeting past the time when conventional cards are usually
discarded, thus providing a more meaningful vehicle for the
transmission of sentiments between the sender and recipient.
keferring to Figures 8-28, the present
invention may take the general form of an envelopell0 and
enclosed receptacle 112. Both envelope 110 and receptaclell2
are manufactured of appropriate sheet material, with envelope
110 normally beina of a paper or cardhoard product and
receptacle 112 being of craft paper or light gauge plastic.
In general, receptaclell2 includes a generally
flat base 114 and upstanding sideé 116y which are provided with
appropriate fold linesli8 to allow the container to be
collapse:d to the essentially planar folded state.' Handles
120 as mav be seen in the embodiment of Figure 128, may be
constructed of a heavy gauqe paper, may be provided at the
top of the receptacle, and may be folded inwardly when the

receptacle is in the collapsed position,

As seen in Figures g-11, envelope 110 may include
first messaqe panel 122, middle panell24, and third address
panel 126, joined seratim along their widths by fold lines
2R, which may be perforated, scored or otherwise provided.
Affixed to opposed edges of third panel 126 are, receptacle
retention flaps 130 having affixation tabs132 secured to the
panel. Third panell26. is further provided with sealing flap
34 joined thereto by fold linel36 and provided with an
appropriate moisture-activated adhesive to secure the
envelope in the folded confliguration shown in Figure 8.. The
dimension of the panels are such that message panel 122 may be

folded inward to overly the inner face of address panel 124
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and both panels may be again folded inward to overlay the
folded receptacle 112.

The dimension of receptaclell6 and in particular of
its base 114, are such that it can overlie the inner face of
thir? panel 126 when folded. Flapsl30 are then folded inward
over the folded receptacle, and the flap comprised of panels
122 and 124 is then folded to overlie the recentacle. Flap 134
is then moistened and folded over the edqge of panel 122 to
retain the entire assembly in the folded state. Depending
upon the gauge of the materials used for the envelope and

receptacle, auxiliary told line 138 may be provided proximate

to and parallel to fold line 128 between panels 124 and 126 on
panell24 to accomodate the thickness of the folded structure.
A similar auxiliary fold line 140 may be provided on flap 134,
Both the inner and outer surfaces of the panels may
be used in the apnrropriate manner to either transmit written
and/or pictorial information. The coﬁstruction can also be
utilized to enclose further sheet material bearing other
information or sentiments in the manner of a conventionzl
envelope. The sidesllé of receptacle 112 can also be utilized
for information display purposes.
Referring next to Fiquresl12-15 address panell26 may
be provided with a full width inner panell42 having side
tabs 144 affixed to the inner edges of address panel 125,
Panel 142 and the inner surface of panel 126 define an
open-ended sleeve which allows receptaclell2 to be slid

therein when in the folded state. As in the previous
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emhodiment, messaage panel 122 is folded inwardly upon
panel 124, the resulting construction being folded over the
inner tace of panel 126 hearing inner panel 142 and enclosed
receptacle 112. Sealing flap 34 keeps the construction in the
folded state for mailing.

In the eabodiment presented in Figures 16-19,
envelope 110 is in the form of an external envelope sleeve 146
and an insert construction 148. Sleeve 146 has first side 150
and second side 152 constructed out of a unitary piece of
material folded and hound together by flap 154. Dimensioned
for insertion into the.envelope sleeve is panel insert
construction 148 comprising seratim panels156, 158 and 160,
each of which may bear printed or written information or
correspondence. Panel 160is supplied with an integral
securement f£lap 162, with Aual fold lines 164 andl165 providing
sufficient clearance for the flap over the enclosed

receptacle.

As in the previous embodiment panels 156, 158 and
are joined by fold lines 12B and 138 to accomodate the inserted
receptacle assemnbly.

Referring next to Figures 20-22 , in this embodiment
envelope structure 110 includes first and second panels 168 and
170 jcined by fold linel72. Envelope sealinqg flap 174 projects
from panel 170 along fold line 176 while mating slot 178 is
located in panel 168 to secure the flap 174 when the envelone

is closed. The outside face of panell70 may be used for

address purposes while the inner faces of bhoth panelslf8 and

o,
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170 may be used for messaqge hearing purponses. Weceptaclell2
is dimensioned to tit within the closed panels in tha similar
manner as with previous embodiments. The receptacle may he
affixed to one of the panels, if desired, by a peelable
adhesive, such as rubber cement. Both fold lines 172 and 176
may have an éﬁﬁiliary, parallel fold line (not shown) to
accomodaté the thickness of the enclosed folded receptacle.
In the embodiment presented in Figures -23-25 two
panel envelopéﬂlb is provided with inner flap 180 along the

external edge of}panel 17Q0. Flapl80 is affixed to the panel

“
.
.

170 proximate:its outer edqges 182'to define a pocket-184 into
which an edqe of the collapsed receptacle 112 may be inserted.
External edqelB&,of panel 168 has corner section 186 removed to
permit the'panel edge to be inserted into pocket 184 to close

the envelope assembly. As in the other embodiments, an

external face of a panel 168 or 170 may be used for addressing

-

purposes while the internal faces may be used for message
correspondence,

The embodiment of Figures 26-28 depicts &
construction in which the receptacle itself functions also as
an envelope. In this embodiment receptacle 112 is provided
with flap 188 on the upper edge of a side1ll6. The receptacle
is folded upon itself such that the flap secures the bag in
the folded position. The flap may be provided with a
peelable adhesi?e, such as "rubber cement", ko allow the
receptacle to remain folded during transit and to be opened

upon receipt. In this embodiment one of the outward facing
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surfaces of the baq, such as surface 180, is utilized as

an address panel which internal surfaces may be used for
correspondence. In addition, the receptacle may be used to
carry additional sheets bearing written material.

As seen in the embodiments of Figures 29-32, the
present invention may also be in the form of a multi-page
printed item192 coupled to the folded receptaclel94., 1In this
embodiment the receptacle, in its folded shape, duplicate the
planar confiquration of the individual sheets from which the
pages of the printed item 192, such as catalog or magazine,

are formed. The receptacle 194 may be in the form of an
overlying cover for the printed item, as seen in Figures 122
and . 123, or may be bound witnhin the leaves of the item, as
shown in Figure 125, 1In either case the receptacle is affixed
to the printed item by staples or the like along the fold
line 96 of the item sheets.

It is to be recognized that numerous modification
and adaptation of the invention may be utilized without
departing from the spirit of the invention. The scope of the

invention, therefore, is to be measured by the annexed

claims.
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CLAIMS

I claim:

1. A greeting card construction, comprising a
message conveying section having at least one panel, and
a collapsable receptacle having a base and upwardly

projecting sides, said receptacle being removably affixed

to said first panel.

2. A greeting card construction comprising a firsi
panel joined to a second panel by a first fold line, a third
panel joined to said second panel by a second fold line, said
first and second panels being adapted forrthe display of
printed indicia thereon, and a collapsable receptacle having
a base and upwardly projecting sides, said base being
removably affixed to said third panel, said sides being
foldable upon said base such that said third panel may be
folded along said second fold line into a position overlying
said second panel with said receptacle in its folded

configuration lying therebetween.

3. The construction of claim 2 wherein said

collapsable receptacle is of paper.

4. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein said base is

co-extensive with said third panel.

5. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein said receptacle

further comprises a pair of foldable handles.



10

15

20

0086163

6. A greeting card construction comprising two or
more panels joined seriatim along fold lines therebetween
and a collapsable receptacle removably attached to one of
said panels, said receptacle being collapsable to a form in

which it overlies and is co-extensive with the panel to

which it is attached.

7. The apparatus of claim 6 wherein said receptacle
includes a base and a plurality of sides extending upwardly

from said base, said base being removably attached to one

of said panels.

8. A greeting card construction comprising two or
more panels joined seriatim along fold lines therebetween
and a collapsable receptacle having a base and'a plurality
of upward extending sides, said base being formed from at
least part of one of said panels, said base forming panel
part being removable from the other of said panels so that

said receptacle may be removed from said greeting card

construction.

9. A greeting card construction comprising an

envelope formed of a first and a second panel affixed to

each other to form a message retaining pocket therebetween,
and a collapsable receptacle removably attached to one of

said panels, said receptacle being collapsable to a form in

which it is co-extensive with the panel to which it is attached.

@
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10. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said
receptacle includes a base and a plurality of sides extending
upwardly from said base, said base being removably attached

to one of said panels.

11. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said
receptacle is retained in its collapsed form by a protective

wrapping overlying said receptacle.

' 12. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein said

wrapping is of plastic film.

13. A mailer construction comprising a receptacle
having a base and upstanding sides, said receptacle being
foldable into an essentially planar configuration; and

an envelope comprising a plurality of panels
interconnected by fold lines, said eﬁvelope being dimensioned
and constructed to carry and support said veceptacle therein
when said receptacle is in the planar configuration, said

panels heing adapted to bear printed indicia thereon.

l4. The assemnbly of clainf13wherein said panels are
three in nurber, one of said panels having means for

retaining said receptacle in alignment with said envelope.

15. The assembly of claim 14 #herein said retention

means comprise a pair of flaps on opposed edaes of said one

panel.

‘/'ff_ %
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16. The assombly of claim 14 wherein saia retention
means comprise an inner panel affixed to the inner-facing
surface of saia one panel along two opposed edges of said
one panel and inner panel to form a pocket dimensioned for

the receipt of said recveptacle.

17. The assembly of claiml3 further including an
outer slceve memnber dimensioned to carry said envelope and

receptacle therein.

18. '‘the assewbly of claim13 wherein said panels are
two in number, one of said panels having a profjecting tlap
along an e:xterior edee the other of said panels havinag a slort
located and dimensioned to accept said flap to retain said
envelope and enclosed receptacle in the folded,

envelope~forming configuration.

19. The assembly of claiml13 wherein said panels are
two in number, one of said panels having an overlying section
along an exterior edge forming a pocket to accept the opposed
exterior edge of the.second of said panels and to accept a

portion of said receptacle when said receptacle is in the

folded configuration.

20 ., A receptacle adapted and constructed to perform

both a storage function and an information-transfer function,

comprising a base and four upstanding sicies, said base and

~ sides bheing formed from a sheet material and being foldable
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into an essentially planar configuration, one of said sides
having a tab located upon its upper edge dimensioned and
adapted to be foldable over at least a portion of said
receptacle when folded to retain said receptacle in said
folded configquration, the sides and base of said receptacle
being adapted to provide surflfaces upon which an address and

other information-transferring indicia may be placed.

21. A multi-page boolet construction, comprising a
plurality of sheets formed into pages, said pages being bound
to one another along a fold line to permit turning of the
individual pages, and a receptacle having a base and
upstanding sides formed from a sheet material and being
foldable into an essentially planar configuration, said

receptacle being bound in the planar confiquration to said

pages.

22, "he construction of claim waherein said

receptacle serves as a cover for the pages of the booklet.

23.. The construction of claim 21 wherein said

receptacle is interleaved with the pages of the booklet.

24, . The construction of claim 22 wherein said

receptacle is bound to said pages along said fold line.

25, The construction of claim23 wherein said

receptacle is hound to said pages along said fold line.
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26 , The assewmhly of claiml3 wherein said
receptacle bears printed indicia on the sides thereof

relating to the subject matter of said envelope.
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