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A  package  for  the  storage  and  display  of  merchandise  has 
a base  12  with  a  display  area  14  and  a  cover  18  having  a  broad 
top  panel  and  at  least  one  downwardly  depending  wall  28.  The 
package  includes  a  hinge  assembly  that  permits  the  cover  to 
remain  in  the  open,  display  position  with  respect  to  the  base. 
The  hinge  assembly  comprises  a  ridge  32  extending  upward 
from  the  base,  a  downwardly  canted  land  that  extends  from 
the  lower  margin  of  the  ridge,  to  support  the  cover  in  the  open 
display  position,  and  a  pivoting  flap  30  extending  from  a  lower 
edge  of  one  of  the  depending  walls  of  the  cover.  The  flap  may 
be  adhesively  attached  to  a  surface  of  the  ridge,  and  the  cover 
may  pivot  about  the  fold  line  between  the  flap  and  the  depend- 
ing  wall,  from  the  open  to  the  closed  position.  The  provision 
of  a  downward  slant  of  the  land  permits  the  cover  to  reside 
in  the  open  display  position  without  springs  or  other  ancillary 
devices. 

The  cover  may  be  prepared  as  a  «setup  box"  construction, 
or  may  be  assembled  from  a  blank.  The  blank  utilizes  parallel 
exterior  and  interior  top  panels  that  lie  in  spaced  apart  relation 
to  each  other,  to  permit  side  wall  locking  panels  to  secure  the 
side  walls  of  the  cover  in  fixed  position  abutting  each  other. 

The  display  package  is  of  simplified  construction,  and  fa- 
cilitates,  by  its  simplicity,  bulk  shipping  and  assembly  at  the 
site  of  use. 



F i e l d   of  t he   I n v e n t i o n .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  p a c k a g e   fo r   t h e  

d i s p l a y   of  g o o d s ,   and  more  p a r t i c u l a r l y   to  a  p a c k a g e   o f  

s i m p l e   c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   h a v i n g   a  c o v e r   c a p a b l e   of  r e m a i n i n g  

in  t h e   o p e n ,   d i s p l a y   p o s i t i o n .  

D e s c r i p t i o n   of  t h e   P r i o r   A r t .  

D i s p l a y   p a c k a g e s   fo r   t he   c o m b i n e d   p u r p o s e s   o f  

s h i p p i n g   and  d i s p l a y i n g   m e r c h a n d i s e ,   such   as  c a m e r a s ,  

c o s m e t i c s   and  t h e   l i k e   a r e   w e l l   known ,   and  a  v a r i e t y  

of  p a c k a g e   c o n s t r u c t i o n s   have   been   u s e d   fo r   many  y e a r s .  

In  p a r t i c u l a r ,   U . S . P a t e n t s   N o s : 3 , 3 5 2 , 4 7 8 ,   3 , 7 9 9 , 3 3 2 ,   a n d  

4 , 2 0 9 , 0 9 0   i l l u s t r a t e   d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e s   h a v i n g   c o v e r s  

c a p a b l e   of  r e m a i n i n g   open  for   d i s p l a y   p u r p o s e s .   I n  

t h i s   c o n n e c t i o n ,   o t h e r   d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e s   w i t h   c o v e r s  

b i a s e d   to  r e m a i n   e i t h e r   in  t h e   open  or  c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n  

a r e   a l s o   known ,   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   by  U . S . P a t e n t   N o : 2 , 5 2 4 , 1 9 1  

and  U . S . P a t e n t   N o : 4 , 1 7 0 , 3 2 7   ( e q u i v a l e n t   to  E P - A - G 0 0 9 6 5 0 ) .  

Whi l e   a l l   of  t h e   f o r e g o i n g   p a c k a g e s   s e r v e   t h e  

p u r p o s e   of  p e r m i t t i n g   t h e   c o v e r   of  a  d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e  

to  r e m a i n   in  t h e   o p e n ,   d i s p l a y   p o s i t i o n ,   t h e y   a l s o   i n -  

v o l v e   t h e   f a b r i c a t i o n   and  a s s e m b l y   of  i n t r i c a t e ,  

s p e c i a l l y   f o rmed   c o m p o n e n t s ,   t h a t   n a t u r a l l y   adds   to  t h e  

c o s t   of  t h e i r   p r o d u c t i o n .   Even  t h e   l e a s t   i n t r i c a t e   o f  

t h e s e   c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,   from  t h e   s t a n d p o i n t   of  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  

r e q u i r e s   t h e   p e r f o r m a n c e   of  s e v e r a l   s t e p s   d u r i n g   a s s e m b l y ,  

wh ich   n a t u r a l l y   adds   to  t h e   c o s t   of  t h e   p a c k a g e .   A d d i -  

t i o n a l l y ,   t h e   c o m p l e x i t y   of  c o n s t r u c t i o n   and  a s s e m b l y  

of  c e r t a i n   of  t h e   p r i o r   a r t   p a c k a g e s   makes   i t   d i f f i c u l t  

to  s h i p   t h o s e   p a c k a g e s   u n a s s e m b l e d   fo r   t h e   p u r p o s e   o f  

r e d u c i n g   p a c k a g e   s h i p p i n g   c o s t s ,   and  m a n u f a c t u r e   of  t h e  

p a c k a g e s   must  t a k e   p l a c e   in  t h e   g e o g r a p h i c a l   l o c a t i o n  

of  t h e   c u s t o m e r ,   to  a c c o m p l i s h   c o s t   r e d u c t i o n .   The  

need   t h e r e f o r e   e x i s t s   for   a  p a c k a g e   c o n s t r u c t i o n   a n d  

m e t h o d   of  a s s e m b l y   t h a t   p r o v i d e s   t he   d e s i r e d   d i s p l a y  



c a p a b i l i t y   at  r e d u c e d   m a n u f a c t u r i n g   and  a s s e m b l i n g   c o s t s .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,   i t   i s   a  p r i n c i p a l   o b j e c t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n   to  p r o v i d e   a  d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e   w i t h  a  b a s e   and  a 

c o v e r ,   w h e r e   t h e   c o v e r   may  be  r e l e a s a b l y   m a i n t a i n e d   i n  

t h e  o p e n ,   d i s p l a y   p o s i t i o n .  

It  i s   a  f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

to  p r o v i d e   a  d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e   as  a f o r e s a i d ,   t h a t   i s   o f  

s i m p l e   and  i n e x p e n s i v e   c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

I t   i s   a  ye t   f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

to  p r o v i d e   a  d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e   as  a f o r e s a i d   t h a t   i s   p r e -  

p a r e d   from  a  minimum  of  c o m p o n e n t s ,   and  wh ich   may  b e  

e a s i l y   s h i p p e d   and  a s s e m b l e d .  

I t   i s   a  s t i l l   f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n -  

t i o n   to  p r o v i d e   a  d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e   as  a f o r e s a i d ,   t h a t  

may  u t i l i z e   a  t h e r m o - f o r m e d   b a s e   and  a  c a r d b o a r d   c o v e r .  

I t   i s   a  ye t   f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n -  

t i o n   to  p r o v i d e   a  b l a n k   fo r   a s s e m b l y   i n t o   a  c o v e r   f o r  

u se   in  t h e   p r e s e n t   d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e ,   wh ich   i s   of  s i m p l e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n   and  p e r m i t s   r a p i d   a s s e m b l y .  

Summary  of  t h e   I n v e n t i o n .  

In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   a  d i s p l a y  

p a c k a g e   i s   d i s c l o s e d   t h a t   c o m p r i s e s   a  b a s e   d e f i n i n g   a 

d i s p l a y   a r e a ,   a  s u r r o u n d i n g   p e r i m e t e r ,   an  u p s t a n d i n g  

w a l l   e x t e n d i n g   a l o n g   at  l e a s t   a  p o r t i o n   of  s a i d  

p e r i m e t e r ,   and  a  c o v e r   f o r m i n g   a  h i n g e a b l e   c o n n e c t i o n  

w i t h   t h e   b a s e   a d j a c e n t   t h e   p e r i m e t e r ,   and  c a p a b l e   o f  

r e s i d e n c e   in  t h e   o p e n ,   d i s p l a y   p o s i t i o n .   The  c o v e r  

i n c l u d e s   a  b r o a d   top  p a n e l   and  at  l e a s t   one  d e p e n d i n g  

w a l l   e x t e n d i n g   from  t h e   edge   of   t h e   top  p a n e l .  
The  b a s e   and  t h e   c o v e r   c o o p e r a t e   to  d e f i n e   a  h i n g e  

a s s e m b l y .   The  h i n g e   a s s e m b l y   i n c l u d e s   a  r i d g e   l o c a t e d  

i n b o a r d   of  t h e   b a s e   p e r i m e t e r ,   t h a t   e x t e n d s   u p w a r d   a n d  

d e f i n e s   an  e s s e n t i a l l y   v e r t i c a l   o u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e  

f a c i n g  i n   t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  t h e   p e r i m e t e r .   A  d o w n -  

w a r d l y   c a n t e d   l a n d   e x t e n d s   from  t h e   l o w e r   m a r g i n   of  t h e  

o u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e ,   t o w a r d   t h e   p e r i m e t e r   of   t h e   b a s e ,   t o  

s u p p o r t   t h e   c o v e r   in  t h e   o p e n ,   d i s p l a y   p o s i t i o n .   A 



m a t i n g   f l a p   e x t e n d s   from  t he   l o w e r   edge   of  a  p o r t i o n   o f  

t h e   d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   of  t h e   c o v e r ,   and  i s   a d -  

h e s i v e l y   a t t a c h e d   to  t h e   o u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e   of  t he   r i d g e .  

Thus ,   when  t he   c o v e r   i s   d i s p o s e d   in  t h e   o p e n ,   d i s p l a y  

p o s i t i o n ,   an  o u t e r   s u r f a c e   of  a  d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   r e s t s  

on  t h e   l a n d   at  an  a n g l e   to  t h e   v e r t i c a l   t h a t   e n s u r e s  

i t s   s t a b i l i t y   in  t h a t   p o s i t i o n .  

The  b a s e   p r e f e r a b l y   i n c l u d e s   a  r im  d e f i n e d   by  a 

p o r t i o n   of  t h e   u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l   of  t h e   b a s e   to  r e c e i v e  

a  p o r t i o n   of  t h e   d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   of  t h e   c o v e r ,  

when  t h e   p a c k a g e   i s   in  t h e   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .  

The  d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   may  u t i l i z e  

a  v a r i e t y   of  c o v e r s ,   i n c l u d i n g   t h e   r i g i d   " s e t u p   b o x "  

c o v e r   c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   as  w e l l   as  a  c o v e r   a s s e m b l e d   f r o m  

a  c o v e r   b l a n k   c o n f i g u r a t i o n .   The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

a l s o   i n c l u d e s   a  b l a n k   d e s i g n e d   fo r   s i m p l e   and  r a p i d  

a s s e m b l y   i n t o   a  c o v e r   f o r   u se   in  t h e   p a c k a g e   of  t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

The  b l a n k   c o m p r i s e s   an  e x t e r i o r   p a n e l   and  an  i n -  

t e r i o r   p a n e l   a d a p t e d ,   when  t h e   b l a n k   i s   f u l l y   a s s e m b l e d ,  

to  r e s i d e   in  spaced  apar t   p a r a l l e l   r e l a t i o n   to  each  o t h e r - . - A  

p l u r a l i t y   of  s i d e   w a l l s   a r e   a t t a c h e d   to  t h e   e x t e r i o r  

p a n e l   and  a r e   c o n n e c t e d   by  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   number   o f  

c o l l a p s i b l e   web  m e m b e r s .   Glue  f l a p s   a r e   p r o v i d e d   on  

p a r a l l e l   e d g e s   of  t h e   i n t e r i o r   p a n e l ,   to  s e c u r e   t h e  

i n t e r i o r   p a n e l   b e t w e e n   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   o p p o s e d   s i d e   w a l l s  

w h e n  t h e  b l a n k   i s   a s s e m b l e d .   P a i r e d   l o c k i n g   f l a p s   a r e  

a t t a c h e d   to  t h e   o p p o s e d   s i d e   w a l l s   l y i n g   i n t e r m e d i a t e  

t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   b e t w e e n   wh ich   t h e   i n t e r i o r   p a n e l   i s  

s u s p e n d e d ,   and  a r e   a d a p t e d   to  f o l d   i n w a r d   in  f i n a l  

a s s e m b l y   of  t h e   b l a n k   and  to  r e t a i n   t h e   i n w a r d l y  

c o l l a p s e d   web  member s   in  p o s i t i o n   a g a i n s t   t h e i r   a d -  

j a c e n t   s i d e   w a l l s ,   to  m a i n t a i n   t h e   s t r u c t u r a l   i n t e g r i t y  

of  t h e   c o v e r .   A  f r e e   f l a p   i s   d i s p o s e d   on  t h e   o u t e r  

edge  of  one  of  t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   so  t h a t ,   in  f i n a l   a s s e m b l y ,  

t h e   c o v e r   may  be  s u i t a b l y   m o u n t e d   on  t h e   b a s e  i n   a c c o r -  



d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

The  p r e s e n t   p a c k a g e   may  be  of  t w o - p i e c e   c o n s t r u c -  

t i o n   w i t h   t he   b a s e   p r e p a r e d   from  t h e r m o - f o r m e d   p l a s t i c s ,  

and  t h e   c o v e r   f a s h i o n e d   from  a  s i n g l e   p i e c e   of  c a r d b o a r d  

f o l d e d   and  a p p r o p r i a t e l y - s c o r e d   to  s e r v e   as  t h e   b l a n k  

d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   c o v e r   may  c o m p r i s e  

a  c o n v e n t i o n a l   " s e t u p   box"   c o n s t r u c t i o n   w h e r e i n   a  s h e e t  

or  web  of   m a t e r i a l   s e c u r e s   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  c a r d b o a r d  

p a n e l s   in  i n t e g r a l , r e l a t i o n   to  each   o t h e r .  

The  p a c k a g e   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   may  be  e a s i l y   a s s e m b l e d ,  

s i m p l y   by  d i s p o s i n g   a  l i n e   o f  g l u e   a g a i n s t   t h e   r i d g e   on 

t h e   b a s e ,   and  t h e r e a f t e r   a p p l y i n g   t h e   c o v e r   to  t h e   g l u e  

l i n e ,   by  a t t a c h i n g   t h e   f l a p   t h e r e t o ,   a l o n g   i t s   o u t e r  

s u r f a c e .  

The  rim  d i s p o s e d   a l o n g   t h e   u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l   may  b e  

c o n f i g u r e d   to  p r o v i d e   a  f r i c t i o n a l   f i t   a l o n g   t h e   p e r i -  

p h e r a l   e d g e s   of   t h e   c o v e r ,   to  s e c u r e  t h e   c o v e r   in  t h e  

c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .   In  one  e m b o d i m e n t ,   t h e   r im  may  e x t e n d  

a b o u t   t h e   m a j o r i t y   of   t h e   u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l ,   w i t h   t h e  

e x c e p t i o n   of  t h e   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l   d e f i n i n g  

t h e   h i n g e .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  f u r t h e r   d e s c r i b e d   w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   wh ich   i l l u s t r a t e  

b o t h   a  p a c k a g e   and  a  c o v e r   b l a n k   in  a c c o r d a n c e   t h e r e w i t h .  

B r i e f   D e s c r i p t i o n   of   t h e   D r a w i n g s .  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v iew  of   a  d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e  

of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   in  t h e   o p e n ,   d i s p l a y   p o s i t i o n .  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  top  p l a n   v iew  of  t h e   b a s e   of  t h e  

d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e   of   F i g u r e   1 .  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  s i d e   s e c t i o n a l   v iew  t a k e n   t h r o u g h  

l i n e   3-3  of  F i g u r e   2 .  

F i g u r e   4  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v iew  of  a  c o v e r   i n  

a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

F i g u r e   5  i s   a  s i d e   s e c t i o n a l   v iew  t a k e n   t h r o u g h  

l i n e   5-5  of   F i g u r e   1 .  

F i g u r e   6  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   f r a g m e n t a r y   v iew  s h o w i n g  

t h e   d e t a i l   of  t h e   h i n g e   in  t h e   p a c k a g e   of   F i g u r e   1 .  



F i g u r e   7  i s   a  s i d e   s e c t i o n a l   v iew  s i m i l a r   to  F i g u r e  

5  s h o w i n g   t h e   p a c k a g e   w i t h   t h e   c o v e r   in  t h e   c l o s e d   p o s i -  

t i o n .  

F i g u r e   8  i s   a  p l a n   v iew  of  a  b l a n k   for   a s s e m b l y  

i n t o   a  c o v e r   u s e f u l   in  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

F i g u r e s   9-13  i l l u s t r a t e   t h e   s t e p s   of  a s s e m b l y   o f  

t h e   b l a n k   of  F i g u r e   8  i n t o   a  c o v e r .  

D e t a i l e d   D e s c r i p t i o n .  

In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   a  d i s -  

p l a y   p a c k a g e   10  i s   i l l u s t r a t e d   i n - p e r s p e c t i v e   i n  

F i g u r e   1,  and  c o m p r i s e s   a  b a s e   12  p r o v i d i n g   a  d i s p l a y  

a r e a   14  to  r e t a i n   m e r c h a n d i s e   fo r   s t o r a g e   and  d i s p l a y ,  

and  a  p e r i m e t e r   16  t h a t   d e f i n e s   t h e   p e r i p h e r y   of  t h e  

b a s e .   A  c o v e r   18  i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  b a s e   12  by  a  h i n g e  

a s s e m b l y   g e n e r a l l y   d e s i g n a t e d   20  h e r e i n .   Base  12 

i n c l u d e s   u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l s   22  t h a t   c o o p e r a t e   w i t h   d i s -  

p l a y   a r e a   14  to  d e f i n e   t h e   t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l   s t r u c t u r e  

of  t h e   b a s e .   U p s t a n d i n g   w a l l s  2 2   may  e x t e n d   t h e   m a j o r -  

i t y   of  p e r i m e t e r   16,  and  a re   a d a p t e d   to  a c c o m m o d a t e  

h i n g e   a s s e m b l y   20.  The  p o r t i o n   of  u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l s  

22  no t   in  p r o x i m i t y   to  h i n g e   a s s e m b l y   20  i n c l u d e s   a 
rim  24  t h a t   e x t e n d s   a l o n g   at  l e a s t   a  p o r t i o n   of  t h e  

u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l   to  r e c e i v e   t h e   c o v e r   18  in  t h e   c l o s e d  

p o s i t i o n ,   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   7  and  d i s c u s s e d  

l a t e r   on  h e r e i n .  

Cover   18  c o m p r i s e s   a  b r o a d   top  p a n e l   26  and  a t  

l e a s t   one  d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   28  t h a t   e x t e n d s  

t h e r e f r o m .   R e f e r r i n g   to  F i g u r e   4,  c o v e r   18  may  b e  

r e c t a n g u l a r   in  s h a p e ,   and  d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   28 

may  c o m p r i s e   f o u r   p l a n a r   w a l l   p a n e l s ,   c o n n e c t e d   to  e a c h  

o t h e r ,   to  form  the   rim  of  a  box  t o p .   Cover   18  may  b e  

of  t h e   r i g i d   " s e t u p   box"   c o n s t r u c t i o n   w e l l   known  i n  

t h e   p a c k a g i n g   a r t ,   or  may  be  f a s h i o n e d   from  a  f o l d a b l e  

b l a n k   c o n s t r u c t i o n   such  as  t h a t   d i s c l o s e d   l a t e r   on  

h e r e i n .   Cover   18  i n c l u d e s   a  f l a p   30  t h a t   i s   p i v o t a l l y  

a t t a c h e d   to  a  l o w e r   edge   of  a  d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l  

28,  and  s e r v e s   as  t he   p o i n t   of  h i n g e a b l e   a t t a c h m e n t   o f  



t h e   c o v e r   to  b a s e   12.  H i n g e  a s s e m b l . y  2 0   c o n n e c t s   b a s e  

12  and  c o v e r   18,  and  p e r m i t s   c o v e r   18  to  r e s t   in  t h e  

o p e n ,   d i s p l a y   p o s i t i o n ,   as  shown  in  F i g u r e s   1  and  5 .  

H inge   a s s e m b l y   20  c o m p r i s e s   a  r i d g e   32  t h a t   e x t e n d s   u p -  

ward  f rom  b a s e   12  a d j a c e n t   p e r i m e t e r   16,  and  p r o v i d e s  

an  o u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e   34  t h a t   f a c e s   p e r i m e t e r   16  a n d  

p r o v i d e s   t h e   p o i n t   of   a t t a c h m e n t   of   c o v e r   18  to  b a s e  

12.  O u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e   34  may  be  e i t h e r   d i r e c t l y   v e r t i c a l ,  

or  at   a  s l i g h t   i n c l i n e   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t h e   v e r t i c a l ,  

w i t h i n   t h e   s c o p e   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

H inge   a s s e m b l y   20  f u r t h e r   i n c l u d e s   a  d o w n w a r d l y  

c a n t e d   l a n d   36  t h a t   e x t e n d s   from  t h e   l o w e r   m a r g i n   o f  

o u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e   34,   d o w n w a r d   t o w a r d   p e r i m e t e r   16.  L a n d  

36,   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   3,  may  t e r m i n a t e   at  a 

r e d u c e d   h e i g h t   u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l   p o r t i o n   38  p r o v i d e d   t o  

a c c o m m o d a t e   t h e   r i d g e   32  and  l a n d   36  as  shown .   L a n d  

36  can  be  s e e n - i n   F i g u r e s   5  and  6  to  p r o v i d e   s u p p o r t  

f o r   t h e   o u t e r   s u r f a c e   of  a  d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l  

28  of  c o v e r   18,  so  t h a t   c o v e r   18  r e m a i n s   s t a b l y   i n  

t h e   open  d i s p l a y   p o s i t i o n   as  s h o w n .  

The  e x a c t   a n g l e   of  d e c l i n e   of  d o w n w a r d l y   c a n t e d  

l a n d   36  i s   no t   c r i t i c a l ,   and  may  c o m p r i s e   o n l y   a  f e w  

d e g r e e s   d e t e r m i n e d   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t h e   p l a n e   c o n t a i n i n g  

p e r i m e t e r   16.  P r e f e r a b l y ,   b o t h   o u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e   34  

and  d o w n w a r d l y   c a n t e d   l a n d   36  a r e   p l a n a r   as  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  
and  may  d e f i n e   in  c r o s s - s e c t i o n   an  o b t u s e   a n g l e .   S u c h  

a n g l e   i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   3  and  d e s i g n a t e d   ,   may 

v a r y ,   fo r   e x a m p l e   from  s l i g h t l y   g r e a t e r   t h a n   90°  to  a s  

l a r g e   as  1200  in  a r c .   The  e x a c t   a n g l e   i s   no t   c r i t i c a l ,  

so  l o n g   as  an  o b t u s e   a n g l e   i s   s u b t e n d e d ,   and  d o w n w a r d l y  
c a n t e d   l a n d   36  p r o v i d e s   s u f f i c i e n t   a n g u l a t i o n   so  t h a t  

c o v e r   18  may  r e s t   s e c u r e l y   t h e r e o n ,   w i t h o u t   s p r i n g i n g  

f o r w a r d   i n t o   t h e   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n   d u r i n g   p e r i o d s   o f  

d i s p l a y .  

H i n g e   a s s e m b l y   20  a l s o   i n c l u d e s   f l a p   30,  d i s c u s s e d  

e a r l i e r   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  c o v e r   18.  As  m e n t i o n e d ,   f l a p  



30  i s   c a p a b l e   of  p i v o t i n g   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t h e   a d j a c e n t  

d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   w i t h   wh ich   i t   c o m m u n i c a t e s .  

Flap  30  may  l i k e w i s e   p r e f e r a b l y   be  p l a n a r ,   as  shown  i n  

F i g u r e   4,  may  be  of  v a r i a n t   l e n g t h ,   and  need   o n l y   e x t e n d  

a l o n g   a  p o r t i o n   of  t he   l e n g t h   of  a  g i v e n   d o w n w a r d l y  

d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   s e g m e n t   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   4 .  

Flap  30  i s   a t t a c h e d   to  r i d g e   32  a l o n g   o u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e  

34,  as  b e s t   shown  in  F i g u r e   6,  by  t h e   a d h e s i v e   a t t a c h -  

ment  of  an  o u t e r   b r o a d   s u r f a c e   40.  Thus ,   in  a t t a c h m e n t  

and  a s s e m b l y ,   f l a p   30  i s   r o t a t e d   t o w a r d   t h e   i n t e r i o r  

of  c o v e r   18,  and ,   fo r   e x a m p l e ,   a  q u a n t i t y   of  p a c k a g i n g  
a d h e s i v e   41  may  be  a p p l i e d   a c r o s s   e i t h e r   o u t e r   b r o a d  

s u r f a c e   40  or  o u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e   34,   a f t e r   wh ich   t h e  

m a t i n g   s u r f a c e s   may  be  h e l d   t o g e t h e r   m o m e n t a r i l y   t o  

a c h i e v e   a t t a c h m e n t .  

As  shown  in  F i g u r e s   5 - 7 ,   t h e   o p e n i n g   and  c l o s i n g  
o f   c o v e r  1 8   w i t h   r e s p e c t   t o  b a s e   1 2 , .  c o m p r i s e s   t h e  

p i v o t i n g   of  f l a p   30  from  a  p o s i t i o n   t o t a l l y   w i t h i n  

c o v e r   18  and  a g a i n s t   t h e   i n n e r   s u r f a c e   of  a d j a c e n t  

d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   28,  as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   7,  to  a 

p o s i t i o n   shown  in  F i g u r e s   5  and  6,  of  d i r e c t i o n   a w a y  
from  c o v e r   1 8 .  

Base  12  d e f i n e s   a  f u r t h e r   f e a t u r e   of  t h e   p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n ,   by  t h e   p r o v i s i o n   of   a  r im  24,  n o t e d   e a r l i e r ,  
t h a t   e x t e n d s   a l o n g   t h e   u p p e r   edge   o f   t h e   u p s t a n d i n g  

w a l l   2 2 .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to  F i g u r e   7,  p a c k a g e   10  i s   i l l u -  

s t r a t e d   w i t h   c o v e r   18  in  t h e   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .   In  t h e  

i n s t a n c e   w h e r e   rim  24,  as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   3 ,  
e x t e n d s   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a b o u t   t h e   p e r i m e t e r   of  b a s e   1 2 ,  
rim  24  o f f e r s   an  a e s t h e t i c   s h r o u d   for   t h e   edge   of  c o v e r  

18  t h a t   g i v e s   t h e   p a c k a g e   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   a  m o d e r n ,  

a t t r a c t i v e   a p p e a r a n c e .   Also  rim  24  may  be  d i m e n s i o n e d  

to  p r o v i d e   s l i g h t   f r i c t i o n a l   a b u t m e n t   w i t h   t h e   o u t e r  

s u r f a c e   of  d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l s   28,  so  as  t o  

p r o v i d e   a  l a t c h i n g   e n g a g e m e n t   of  c o v e r   18  in  t h e   c l o s e d  

p o s i t i o n .  



W h i l e   rim  24  i s   i l l u s t r a t e d   e x t e n d i n g   a b o u t   t h e  

m a j o r i t y   of  t h e   p e r i m e t e r   of  b a s e   12,  i t   i s   to  be  u n d e r -  

s t o o d   t h a t   r im  24  may,  l i k e   u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l s   22,  e x t e n d  

fo r   o n l y  a  p o r t i o n   of   p e r i m e t e r   16  w i t h i n  t h e   s c o p e   o f  

t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

R e f e r r i n g   f u r t h e r   to  F i g u r e s   2  and  3,  b a s e   12  may 

be  of  r e c t a n g u l a r   s h a p e   as  i l l u s t r a t e d ,   or  may  a s s u m e  

o t h e r   s h a p e s ,   w i t h i n   t h e   s c o p e   of   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

In  g e n e r a l ,   b r o a d   d i s p l a y   a r e a   14  may  be  r e c e s s e d   b e l o w  

t h e   l e v e l   of   r im  24  as  s h o w n ,   and  d i s c u s s e d   e a r l i e r .  

Whi l e   d i s p l a y   a r e a   14  i s   i l l u s t r a t e d   h e r e i n   w i t h   a 

c a v i t y   42,   i t - i s   to  be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   a  v a r i e t y   o f  

a l t e r n a t i v e   c o n f i g u r a t i o n s   of  d i s p l a y   a r e a   14  may  b e  

d e v e l o p e d   and  u s e d ,   to  a c c o m m o d a t e   s p e c i f i c   m e r c h a n d i s e  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n s   and  p r o m o t i o n a l   o b j e c t i v e s .   T h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i s   no t   to  be  c o n s t r u e d   as  l i m i t e d  

to  t h e   i l l u s t r a t i o n   of   t h e   d i s p l a y   a r e a  s h o w n   in  t h e  

p r e s e n t   F i g u r e s .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   and  in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n -  

v e n t i o n ,   b a s e   12  may  be  f o rmed   from  a  v a r i e t y   o f  

p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l s   w e l l   known  in  t h e   p a c k a g i n g   a r t .  

P a r t i c u l a r l y ,   b a s e   12  may  be  f o r m e d   as  a  s i n g l e   u n i t  

from  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   by  t h e   t e c h n i q u e s   of  v a c u u m  

f o r m i n g   or  t h e r m o - f o r m i n g ,   w e l l   known  in  t h e   a r t .   I n  

s u c h   an  i n s t a n c e ,   an  a p p r o p r i a t e   d i e   would   be  made ,   t o  

d e f i n e   t h e   s h a p e   of  b a s e   12,  and  a  s h e e t   of   s u i t a b l e  

p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   would   t h e n   be  h e a t e d   and  s h a p e d   i n  

c o n f o r m i t y   t h e r e w i t h .   S u i t a b l e   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l s   i n -  

c l u d e   p o l y o l e f i n s   and  v i n y l   p o l y m e r s   such   as  p o l y v i n y l  

c h l o r i d e   and  p o l y v i n y l   a c e t a t e .   N a t u r a l l y ,   t h e   f o r e -  

g o i n g   m a t e r i a l s   a r e   i l l u s t r a t i v e   of   m a t e r i a l s   u s e f u l   i n  

f o r m i n g   b a s e   12,  and  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   a c c o r d i n g l y   n o t  

l i m i t e d   to  t h e s e   s t a t e d   m a t e r i a l s .  

The  s t r u c t u r e   f o r m e d   by  t h e   m o l d i n g   p r o c e s s  
d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e   i s   h o l l o w ,   and  i s   d e s i r a b l y   c o m p l e t e d  

to  form  t h e   f i n a l   b a s e   12  by  t h e   a d h e s i v e   a t t a c h m e n t   o f  

a  b o t t o m   44  i l l u s t r a t e d   s p e c i f i c a l l y   in  F i g u r e s   3,  5 



and  7.  P r e f e r a b l y ,   b o t t o m   44  i s   made  from  a  s h e e t   o f  

c a r d b o a r d ,   and  adds   a e s t h e t i c   c o m p l e t e n e s s   to  t h e   r e -  

s u l t i n g   p a c k a g e .   N a t u r a l l y ,   b o t t o m   44  i s   no t   m a n d a t o r y ,  

and  t h e   p a c k a g e   can  be  p r e p a r e d   w i t h   an  open  or  h o l l o w  

b a s e .   A l s o ,   in  t h e   i n s t a n c e   w h e r e   i t   i s   d e s i r e d   t o  

a s s e m b l e   t h e   p a c k a g e   at  or  n e a r   t h e   l o c a t i o n   of  use   t h e  

h o l l o w   b a s e   s t r u c t u r e s   may  be  n e s t e d   and  s h i p p e d   s e p a r -  

a t e l y   from  t h e   b o t t o m s - . 4 4 , t o   f a c i l i t a t e   t h e   s h i p p i n g   o f  

g r e a t e r   q u a n t i t i e s   of  t h e   p a c k a g e   w i t h   r e d u c e d   b u l k .  

The  b o t t o m s   44  may  t h e r e a f t e r   be  a d h e s i v e l y   a p p l i e d   a t  

t h e   p o i n t   of  d e s t i n a t i o n .  

As  i n d i c a t e d   e a r l i e r ,   t h e   c o v e r   18  may  be  f o r m e d   a s  

a  r i g i d   " s e t u p   box"   c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   w h e r e   a  c o n t i n u o u s   web 

of  f a c i n g   m a t e r i a l   i s   d i s p o s e d   a b o u t   s e g m e n t s   of  w a l l  

p o r t i o n s   and  p a n e l s ,   to  form  an  i n t e g r a t e d   f i n a l   s t r u c -  

t u r e .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t he   c o v e r   18  m a y  b e   f o rmed   by  t h e  

a s s e m b l y   o f  a  p r e f o r m e d   b l a n k ,  i l l u s t r a t e d   h e r e i n   i n  

F i g u r e s   8 -13   and  d e s c r i b e d   in  d e t a i l   b e l o w .   R e g a r d l e s s  

of  w h i c h   c o n s t r u c t i o n   i s   c h o s e n   f o r   t h e   p r o v i s i o n   o f  

c o v e r   18,  t h e   d i s p l a y   c a p a b i l i t y   of  c o v e r   18  r e n d e r s   i t  

f a v o r a b l y   a m e n a b l e   to  t h e   d i s p o s i t i o n   of  a d v e r t i s i n g  

i n d i c i a   on  b o t h   t h e   i n n e r   and  o u t e r   s u r f a c e s   t h e r e o f .  

Thus ,   fo r   e x a m p l e ,   d i f f e r i n g   i n d i c i a   may  be  d i s p o s e d   on 

t h e   o u t e r   and  i n n e r   s u r f a c e s   of  c o v e r   18,  to  p r o v i d e   a 

c o m m e r c i a l l y   v e r s a t i l e   a t t r a c t i v e   a p p e a r a n c e .   In  t h i s  

c o n n e c t i o n ,   c o v e r   18  may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  cu t   out   a n d  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g   window  p o r t i o n ,   not   s h o w n ,   to  p e r m i t   t h e  

b u y e r   to  view  t h e   g o o d s   w i t h   t h e   c o v e r   c l o s e d .   T h e  

e m p l o y m e n t   of   v a r i o u s   a d v e r t i s i n g   i n d i c i a ,   and  t h e   i n -  

c l u s i o n   of  a  w i n d o w ,   a r e   c o n t e m p l a t e d   w i t h i n   t h e   s c o p e   o f  

t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

Cover   B lank   C o n s t r u c t i o n .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to  F i g u r e s   8 - 1 3 ,   c o v e r   18  may  b e  

fo rmed   from  a  p r e f o r m e d   b l a n k   g e n e r a l l y   d e s i g n a t e d   4 6 .  

B lank   46  c o m p r i s e s   an  e x t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   48  t h a t   may,  a s  

i l l u s t r a t e d ,   be  e s s e n t i a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   in  s h a p e .   An 

i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   50  i s   d i s p o s e d   in  c o m m u n i c a t i o n   w i t h  



e x t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   48 ,   and  i s   s e e n   to  be  e s s e n t i a l l y  

s i m i l a r   in  s h a p e   and  d i m e n s i o n s .   A  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

r e g u l a r l y   s p a c e d   e x t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l s   52  a r e   d i s p o s e d  

a b o u t   t h e   edge   of  e x t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   48,  and  a r e   a d a p t e d  

f o r   p i v o t a l   m o v e m e n t   from  t h e   p o s i t i o n   of  F i g u r e   8  t o  

t h a t   of  t h e   a s s e m b l e d   box  by  f o l d   l i n e s   5 3 .  

R e f e r r i n g   f u r t h e r   to  F i g u r e   8,  a  f i r s t   i n t e r i o r  

s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l   54  e x t e n d s   from  one  of  t h e   e x t e r i o r  

s i d e   w a l l ' p a n e l s   52  as  s h o w n .   The  p a n e l   54  may  p i v o t  

in  r e l a t i o n   to  a d j a c e n t   p a n e l   52,  and  may  f o l d   t h e r e -  

a g a i n s t ,   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   10.  P a n e l   54  e x t e n d s  

i n t o   p i v o t a l   c o n t a c t   on  i t s   o p p o s e d   edge   w i t h   i n t e r i o r  

top  p a n e l   50,  and  i s   m o v a b l e   in  r e l a t i o n   to  p a n e l   5 0 ,  

by  means   of   w o r k i n g   s c o r e   l i n e   56.  A  s e c o n d   i n t e r i o r  

s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l   58  e x t e n d s   from  i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   50  

and  i s   d i s p o s e d   e s s e n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   to  p a n e l   54,  s o  

t h a t   p a n e l   50  i s   s t r a d d l e d   t h e r e b y .   P a n e l s   50,  54  a n d  

58  f o l d   w i t h i n   p a n e l s   48  and  52,  as  shown  in  F i g u r e   1 0 ,  

to  d e f i n e   t h e   m a j o r i t y   of   t h e   i n t e r i o r   s u r f a c e s   of   t h e  

a s s e m b l e d   c o v e r .  

R e f e r r i n g   f u r t h e r   to  F i g u r e   8,  a  p l u r a l i t y   of   web 

m e m b e r s   60  e x t e n d   b e t w e e n   t h e   l a t e r a l   e d g e s   of  a d j a c e n t  

e x t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   52.  Web  members   60  a r e  

c o l l a p s i b l e ,   and  c o m p r i s e   p a i r e d   wing  t a b s   62  s e p a r a t e d  

by  w o r k i n g   s c o r e   l i n e s   64.  As  shown  in  F i g u r e s   11  a n d  

12,  web  member s   60  f o l d   upon  t h e m s e l v e s ,   so  t h a t   w i n g  

t a b s   62  l i e   a g a i n s t   e a c h   o t h e r   and  b r i n g   p a n e l s   52  i n t o  

p o s i t i o n   for   f i n a l   a s s e m b l y   of   t h e   c o v e r .  

B l ank   46  a l s o   i n c l u d e s   p a i r e d   l o c k i n g   i n t e r i o r  

s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   66  t h a t   e x t e n d   from  t h e   o p p o s e d   e x t e r i o r  

s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   52  t h a t   f l a n k   t h e   e x t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l  

p a n e l   52  to  w h i c h   f i r s t   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l   54  i s  

a t t a c h e d .   As  w i l l   be  d i s c u s s e d   in  d e t a i l   l a t e r   o n ,  
s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   66  s e c u r e   t h e   f i n a l   a s s e m b l y   of  t h e  

c o v e r ,   by  r e t a i n i n g   f o l d e d   web  members   60  in  p o s i t i o n   a s  

shown  in  F i g u r e   12,  and  by  e n g a g i n g   t h e   l a t e r a l   m a r g i n s  

70  of   i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   50  to  r e m a i n   in  a s s e m b l e d  



p o s i t i o n .  

A  d e s c r i p t i o n   of  t h e   a s s e m b l y   of  b l a n k   46  i n t o  

a  c o m p l e t e d   c o v e r   18'   i s   g i v e n   b e l o w .  

A s s e m b l y .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to  F i g u r e   8,  a s s e m b l y   of  b l a n k   4 6  

i n t o   c o v e r   18'   p r o c e e d s ,   i n i t i a l l y ,   by  t h e   f l e x i n g   o f  

p a n e l s   52  w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  p a n e l   48 ,   at  f o l d   l i n e s   53,  s o  

t h a t   p a n e l s   52  may  be  moved  u p w a r d   in  r e l a t i o n   to  t h e  

d r a w i n g .   L i k e w i s e ,   f o l d   l i n e   55,  w o r k i n g   s c o r e   l i n e   56  

and  f o l d   l i n e   57,  s e p a r a t i n g   s e c o n d   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l  

p a n e l   58  from  i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   50,  s h o u l d   be  f l e x e d   i n  

a n t i c i p a t i o n   of  a s s e m b l y .  

T h e r e a f t e r ,   t h e   o p p o s e d   p a n e l s   52,  i n c l u d i n g   t h e  

p a n e l   52  to  wh ich   i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   50  i s   i n d i r e c t l y  

a t t a c h e d ,   should  be  f lexed  upward  in to   p a r a l l e l   p o s i t i o n ,   and 

p e r p e n d i c u l a r   r e l a t i o n   to  p a n e l   48.   T h e r e a f t e r ,   p a n e l  

54  s h o u l d   be  r o t a t e d   a r o u n d   i n t o   p a r a l l e l   a b u t m e n t   w i t h  

a d j a c e n t   p a n e l   52,  w h i l e   p a n e l   50  s h o u l d   be  d i s p o s e d   i n  

p a r a l l e l   s p a c e d   a p a r t   r e l a t i o n   to  p a n e l   48 ,   w i t h   p a n e l   58 

f l e x e d   so  as  to  r e s i d e   p a r a l l e l   to  i t s   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l   5 2 ,  
a l l   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e s   9  and  10.  P e r m a n e n t  

a s s e m b l y   of  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   p a n e l s   in  t h i s   p o s i t i o n   c a n  

be  a c h i e v e d   by  a p p l y i n g   a  l i n e   of  g l u e   a l o n g   t h e   s u r f a c e s  

of  p a n e l s   54  and  58,  i n d i c a t e d   by  s t i p p l i n g   in  F i g u r e   8 ,  

and  i d e n t i f i e d   h e r e i n   as  f i r s t   g l u e   l i n e   74  and  s e c o n d  

g l u e   l i n e   76.  The  p r e l i m i n a r i l y - a s s e m b l e d   c o v e r   b l a n k   4 6  

w i l l   a p p e a r   as  shown  in  F i g u r e s   9  and  10,  w i t h   i n t e r i o r  

p a n e l s   54,  50  and  58  r e s p e c t i v e l y   d i s p o s e d   at  p o s i t i o n s  

a d j a c e n t   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   e x t e r i o r   p a n e l s   52,  48  and  52  a s  

s h o w n .  

It  i s   a p p a r e n t   t h a t   i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   50  i s   d i s -  

p o s e d   in  p a r a l l e l   s p a c e d   a p a r t   r e l a t i o n   w i t h   e x t e r i o r  

top  p a n e l   48,   to  f a c i l i t a t e   f i n a l   a s s e m b l y   d i s c u s s e d  

h e r e i n a f t e r .   In  t h i s   c o n n e c t i o n ,   F i g u r e   10  shows   t h a t  

i n t e r i o r   s i d e   p a n e l s   54  and  58  a r e   of  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  

r e d u c e d   d e p t h ,   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  p a n e l s   52,  so  t h a t   t h e  

p a r a l l e l   s p a c e d   a p a r t   d i s p o s i t i o n   of  p a n e l s   48  and  50 



may  be  m a i n t a i n e d .   In  t h i s   c o n n e c t i o n ,   p a n e l   58  i s  

a f f i x e d   to  a d j a c e n t   e x t e r i o r   s i d e   p a n e l   52  so  t h a t   t h e  

l e a d i n g   edge   of   p a n e l   58  c o i n c i d e s   w i t h   t h e   j u n c t i o n  

b e t w e e n   f l a p   72  and  p a n e l   5 2 .  

The  n e x t   s e q u e n c e   of   a s s e m b l y   i s   i l l u s t r a t e d   i n  

F i g u r e s   1 1 - 1 3 .   A f t e r   t h e   a d h e s i v e   d i s p o s e d   b e t w e e n  

p a n e l s   52  and  r e s p e c t i v e   a d j a c e n t   i n t e r i o r   p a n e l s   54 

and  58  has   d r i e d   f u l l y ,   w o r k i n g   s c o r e   l i n e s   64  a r e   f l e x e d  

in  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  p a n e l   50,  as  shown  in  F i g u r e   11,  s o  

t h a t   web  members   60  may  be  c o l l a p s e d   and  wing  t a b s   62  

may  f o l d   o v e r   each  o t h e r .   T h i s   may  be  a c c o m p l i s h e d   b y  

a p p l y i n g   g e n t l e   p r e s s u r e   a g a i n s t   t h e   e x t e r i o r   s u r f a c e s  

of  t h e   o p p o s e d   e x t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   52,  from  w h i c h  

l o c k i n g   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   66  e x t e n d .   G e n t l e  

p r e s s u r e   w i l l   c a u s e   t h e   c o l l a p s e   of   web  members   60,  i n t o  

t h e   p o s i t i o n   shown  in  F i g u r e   12,  and  t h e   r e s u l t i n g   web 

m e m b e r s   60  w i l l   s e r v e   to  b r i n g   t h e   a d j a c e n t   s i d e   p a n e l s  

52  i n t o   e n d - t o - e n d   a b u t m e n t   w i t h   each   o t h e r   as  s h o w n .  

The  n e x t   and  f i n a l   s t e p   of  a s s e m b l y   c o m p r i s e s   t h e   f o l d -  

ing   of   l o c k i n g   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   66  i n w a r d  

t o w a r d   i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   50,  and  p a s t   t h e   l a t e r a l  

m a r g i n s   70  of  p a n e l   50,  so  t h a t   t h e   e d g e s   of  p a n e l s   66 

w i l l   be  t u c k e d   t h e r e u n d e r ,   as  shown  in  b r o k e n   s e c t i o n   i n  

F i g u r e   13.  T h u s ,   t h e   l a t e r a l   m a r g i n s   70  r e t a i n   t h e  

p e r i p h e r a l   e d g e s   of   l o c k i n g   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s  

66  so  t h a t   p a n e l s   66  r e m a i n   in  p o s i t i o n   a n d ,   m o r e  

i m p o r t a n t l y ,   r e t a i n   f o l d e d   web  m e m b e r s   60  s e c u r e l y   t o  

a s s u r e   t h a t   a l l   a d j a c e n t   e x t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l s   52  r e m a i n  

in  f i x e d   a l i g n m e n t   w i t h   each   o t h e r .   The  p e r f o r m a n c e   o f  

t h i s   l a s t   o p e r a t i o n   c o n s t i t u t e s   t h e   c o m p l e t i o n   of  t h e  

a s s e m b l y   of  c o v e r   18'   from  b l a n k   4 6 .  

It   i s   a p p a r e n t   from  t h e   f o r e g o i n g   d e s c r i p t i o n   t h a t  

b l a n k   46  may  be  e a s i l y   m a n u f a c t u r e d   and  m a n i p u l a t e d ,  

w i t h   a  minimum  n u m b e r   of  s t e p s ,   to  form  a  c o v e r   s u i t a b l e  

fo r   u s e   in  t h e   d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

As  i n d i c a t e d   e a r l i e r ,   t h e   s p e c i f i c   s i z e ,   s h a p e   and  d e c o r a -  



t i o n   of  t h e   c o v e r ,   w h e t h e r   p r e p a r e d   as  a  " s e t u p   box"   o r  

from  b l a n k   46,   may  v a r y ,   and  may  i n c l u d e   t h e   d i s p o s i t i o n  

of  d i v e r g e n t   a d v e r t i s i n g   i n d i c i a   as  w e l l   as  t he   p r o v i s i o n  

of  w i n d o w s   and  t h e   l i k e   fo r   v i e w i n g   of  t h e   d i s p l a y e d   m e r -  

c h a n d i s e   when  t h e   c o v e r   i s   c l o s e d .   All  such   m o d i f i c a t i o n s  

a r e   c o n s i d e r e d   w i t h i n   t h e   s c o p e   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   a l l   c o v e r s ,   w h e t h e r   p r e p a r e d   i n  

" s e t u p "   v e r s i o n   or  from  t h e   b l a n k   46,   a r e   p r e p a r e d   f r o m  

a p p r o p r i a t e - g a u g e   c a r d b o a r d   s t o c k .   W h i l e   o t h e r   m a t e r i a l s ,  

s u i t a b l e   and  known  to  t h e   p a c k a g i n g   i n d u s t r y   may  b e  

u t i l i z e d ,   c a r d b o a r d   s t o c k   i s   p r e f e r r e d .  

It  i s   to  be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   n o t  

l i m i t e d   to  t h e   i l l u s t r a t i o n s   d e s c r i b e d   and  shown  h e r e i n ,  

wh ich   a r e   deemed   to  be  m e r e l y   i l l u s t r a t i v e   of  t h e   b e s t  

modes  of  c a r r y i n g   ou t   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   and  wh ich   a r e   c a p a b l e  
of  m o d i f i c a t i o n   of  f o r m ,   s i z e ,   a r r a n g e m e n t   of  p a r t s   a n d  

d e t a i l s   of   o p e r a t i o n .   The  i n v e n t i o n   r a t h e r   i s   i n t e n d e d   t o  

e n c o m p a s s   a l l   such   m o d i f i c a t i o n s   w h i c h   a r e   w i t h i n   t h e  

s p i r i t   and  s c o p e   as  d e f i n e d   by  t h e   c l a i m s .  



1.  A  p a c k a g e   fo r   t h e   s t o r a g e   and  d i s p l a y   of  m e r c h a n -  

d i s e   c o m p r i s i n g :  

A.  a  b a s e   h a v i n g   a  d i s p l a y   a r e a   fo r   s a i d   m e r c h a n -  

d i s e ,   and  a  s u r r o u n d i n g   p e r i m e t e r ;  

B.  a  c o v e r   h a v i n g   a  top  p a n e l   and  at  l e a s t   o n e  

d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   e x t e n d i n g   t h e r e f r o m ;  

C.  a  h i n g e   a s s e m b l y   c o n n e c t i n g   s a i d   b a s e   a n d  

s a i d   c o v e r ,   to  p e r m i t   s a i d   c o v e r   to  r e s t   in  t he   open  d i s -  

p l a y   p o s i t i o n ,   s a i d   h i n g e   a s s e m b l y   c o m p r i s i n g ,  

i .   a  r i d g e   e x t e n d i n g   u p w a r d   from  s a i d   b a s e   a d j a -  

c e n t   t h e   p e r i m e t e r   t h e r e o f ,   fo r   t h e   p i v o t a l  

a t t a c h m e n t   of   s a i d   c o v e r ,  
i i .   a  d o w n w a r d l y   c a n t e d   l a n d   e x t e n d i n g   from  t h e  

l o w e r   m a r g i n   of  s a i d   r i d g e   t o w a r d   t h e   p e r i m e t e r   o f  

s a i d   b a s e ,   to  s u p p o r t   s a i d   c o v e r   in  s a i d   d i s p l a y  

p o s i t i o n ,   a n d  

i i i .   a  p i v o t a b l e   f l a p   e x t e n d i n g   from  a  p o r t i o n   o f  

t h e   l o w e r   edge   of   a  d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   o f  

s a i d   c o v e r ,   s a i d   f l a p   h a v i n g   a  s u r f a c e   a t t a c h e d   t o  

s a i d   r i d g e   to  e n a b l e   s a i d   c o v e r   to  p i v o t   f r o m  

s a i d   open  d i s p l a y   p o s i t i o n   to  a  c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n   on 

s a i d   b a s e .  

2.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  w h e r e i n   s a i d   b a s e  

i n c l u d e s   an  u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l   e x t e n d i n g   a l o n g   at  l e a s t   a 

p o r t i o n   of  s a i d   p e r i m e t e r .  

3.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   2  w h e r e i n   s a i d   u p -  

s t a n d i n g   w a l l   d e f i n e s   a  r im  a l o n g   a  p o r t i o n   t h e r e o f ,   t o  

r e c e i v e   a  p o r t i o n   of  t h e   d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   of   s a i d  

c o v e r   when  s a i d   p a c k a g e   i s   c l o s e d .  

4.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   2  or  3  w h e r e i n   s a i d  

u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l   e x t e n d s   a l o n g   t h e   e n t i r e  p e r i m e t e r   of  s a i d  

b a s e .  

5.  A  p a c k a g e   as  c l a i m e d   in  any  of  c l a i m s   1  to  4  w h e r e -  

in  s a i d   r i d g e   i s   a d j a c e n t   s a i d   u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l   and  i n c l u d e s  

an  o u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e   f a c i n g   s a i d  p e r i m e t e r  f o r   t h e   a t t a c h m e n t  

of   s a i d   f l a p ,   and  s a i d   l a n d   e x t e n d s   d o w n w a r d   from  t h e   l o w e r  



m a r g i n   of  s a i d   o u t b o a r d   s u r f a c e   and  t o w a r d   s a i d   p e r i m e t e r .  

6.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   5  w h e r e i n   t h e   a n g l e  

b e t w e e n   s a i d   r i d g e   and  s a i d   l a n d   i s   an  o b t u s e   a n g l e .  

7.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  c l a i m s   1  to  6  w h e r e -  

in  s a i d   f l a p   has   an  o u t e r   s u r f a c e   a d j a c e n t   t h e   o u t e r   s u r -  

f a c e   of  s a i d   d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l ,   and  s a i d   f l a p   i s  

a t t a c h e d   to  s a i d   r i d g e   at  s a i d   o u t e r   b r o a d   s u r f a c e .  

8.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of   c l a i m s   1  to  7  w h e r e -  

in  s a i d   d o w n w a r d l y   d e p e n d i n g   w a l l   e x t e n d s   a b o u t   t h e  

e n t i r e   p e r i m e t e r   of  t h e   top  p a n e l   of  s a i d   c o v e r .  

9.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   t o  a n y   of   c l a i m s   1  to  8 

w h e r e i n   s a i d   b a s e   and  s a i d   c o v e r   a r e   r e c t a n g u l a r ,   and  s a i d  

f l a p   i s   a  p l a n a r   s t r i p .  

10.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of   c l a i m s   1  to  9 

w h e r e i n   s a i d   c o v e r   i s   of  r i g i d   " s e t u p   b o x "   c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

11.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  c l a i m s   1  to  9 

w h e r e i n   s a i d   c o v e r   i s  p r e p a r e d   f r o m  a   f o l d a b l e   b l a n k .  

12.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of   c l a i m s   1  to  11 

w h e r e i n   s a i d   b a s e   i s   p r e p a r e d   from  a  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l .  

13.  A  b l a n k   u s e f u l   fo r   a s s e m b l y   i n t o   a  c o v e r   f o r  

a  d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e ,   c o m p r i s i n g  

A.  an  e x t e r i o r   top   p a n e l ;  

B.  an  i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   c o m m u n i c a t i n g   t h e r e w i t h ;  
C.  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  r e g u l a r l y   s p a c e d   e x t e r i o r   s i d e  

w a l l   p a n e l s   d i s p o s e d   a b o u t   s a i d   e x t e r i o r   top  p a n e l ;  

D.  a  f i r s t   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l   e x t e n d i n g  

from  one  o f  s a i d   e x t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s ,   and  c o n n e c t e d  

to  s a i d   i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l ;  

E.  a  s e c o n d   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l   e x t e n d i n g  
from  s a i d   i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l ,   and  e s s e n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   t o  

s a i d   f i r s t   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l ;  

F.  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  web  m e m b e r s   c o n n e c t i n g   a d j a c e n t  

e x t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   at  t h e i r   l a t e r a l   e d g e s ;  

G.  p a i r e d   l o c k i n g   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   e x -  

t e n d i n g   from  o p p o s e d   e x t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   l o c a t e d   i n  

f l a n k i n g   r e l a t i o n   to  s a i d   f i r s t   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l ;  

a n d  



H.  a  f l a p   for   h i n g e a b l e   a s s o c i a t i o n   w i t h   t h e  

b a s e   of  s a i d   d i s p l a y   p a c k a g e ,   e x t e n d i n g   from  t h e   e x t e r i o r  

s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l   o p p o s e d   from  s a i d   f i r s t   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l  

p a n e l .  

14.  A  b l a n k   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   13  w h e r e i n   s a i d   p a n e l s  

a r e   a l l   of   r e c t a n g u l a r   s h a p e .  

15.  A  b l a n k   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   13  or  14  w h e r e i n   s a i d  

f i r s t   and  s e c o n d   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   a r e   i d e n t i c a l  

in  s h a p e .  

16.  A  b l a n k   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  c l a i m s   13  to  15  w h e r e -  

in  s a i d   i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   i s   a d a p t e d   to  r e s i d e   in  s p a c e d  

a p a r t   p a r a l l e l   r e l a t i o n   to  s a i d   e x t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   w h e n  

s a i d   b l a n k   i s   f u l l y   a s s e m b l e d   i n t o   s a i d   c o v e r .  

17.  A  b l a n k   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of   c l a i m s   13  to  16 

w h e r e i n   s a i d   i n t e r i o r   top  p a n e l   d e f i n e s   p a r a l l e l   l a t e r a l  

m a r g i n s   a l o n g   t h e   f r e e   e d g e s   t h e r e o f ,   and  s a i d   m a r g i n s  

a r e   p o s i t i o n e d  i n   t h e   f i n a l l y   a s s e m b l e d   c o v e r   to  r e t a i n  

s a i d   l o c k i n g   i n t e r i o r   s i d e   wa l l   p a n e l s .  
18.  A  b l a n k   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  c l a i m s   13  to   17  w h e r e i n  

s a i d   web  m e m b e r s   c o m p r i s e   p a i r e d   wing  t a b s   p e r f o r a t e l y  

a t t a c h e d   to  each   o t h e r ,   s a i d   wing  t a b s   b e i n g   a d a p t e d   t o  

f o l d   t o w a r d   each   o t h e r   and  i n t o   f a c e - t o - f a c e   a b u t m e n t ,  

and  to  r e s i d e   b e t w e e n   r e s p e c t i v e   l o c k i n g   i n t e r i o r   a d j a c e n t  

s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s   and  a d j a c e n t   e x t e r i o r   s i d e   w a l l   p a n e l s ,  

when  s a i d   b l a n k   i s   f u l l y   a s s e m b l e d   i n t o   s a i d   c o v e r .  
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