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(9 Atabel.

@ A label for a container comprising a longitudinal strip (2)

divided into a series of panels {10, 11, 12, 13) by a plurality of

transverse fold lines (14, 15, 16), the first two of the panels

(10, 11) forming a front cover and a back cover respectively

for enveloping the remaining panel or panels {12, 13} of the

strip when folded, the transverse fold lines {14, 15, 16) being

spaced along the strip so that upon folding of the strip the

said remaining panel or panels (12, 13) is or are folded to lie

over the back cover (11) and is or are in turn covered by 2

folding of the front cover (10) about the fold line {(14) between o :4 ! |

the front and back covers (10, 11) and wherein the front cover T | i

(10) may extend beyond the area occupied by the back cover F X I ]

{11), and a band of adhesive {19) is provided on the inner face 1 ! |

of the free outer edge (18) of the front cover panel (10) : /f A A 7
; Z

adjacent to said outer edge for securing the outer edge {18)
of the front cover (10) either to the back of the folded panel or
panels {12, 13) along a region adjacent the fold line (15) FiG./
which lies between the back cover {11) and the said o
remaining panel or panels (12, 13), or to the surface of a

support web for carrying the label, the front cover panel (10}

being arranged to be torn or otherwise opened to give access

to the interior of the folded label.
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A LABEL

The present invention relates to a label, and
more particularly to labels intended to be stuck on to
containers such as boxes, packets, bottles or tims.

The present invention provides labelling means
which provide a relatively large surface area for carrying
printed information without taking up a large amount of
the available surface area of the container.

According to the present invention there is
provided a label for affixing to a container comprising
a longitudinal strip divided into a series of panels by
a plurality of transverse fold lines, the first two of the
panels forming a front cover and a back cover respectively
for enveloping the remaining panel or panels of the strip
when folded, the transverse fold lines being spaced along
the strip so that upon folding of the strip the said
remaining panel or panels is or are folded to lie over
the back cover and is or are in turn covered by folding
of the front cover about the fold line between the. front

and back covers and wherein the front cover may extend

- beyond the area occupied by the back cover, and a band of

adhesive is provided on the inner face of the free outer
edge of the front cover panel adjacent to said outer edge

for securing the outer edge of the front cover either to

the back of the folded panel or panels along a region
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adjacent the fold line which lies between the back
cover and the said remaining panel or panels,-or to the
sﬁrface of a support web for carrying the label, the
front cover panel being arranged to be torn or otherwise
opened to give access to the interior of the folded
label.

If desired, the label may additionally comprise at
least one further row of panels, for example one,-two
or more further rows of panels, hingedly connected along
one or both longitudinal edges of the said longitudinal

strip of panels. The or each further row of panels may

. extend .parallel to or perpendicular to the longitudinal

strip of panels.

Alternatively, the label may additionally comprise
at least one further panel hingedly connected along one
or both longitudinal edges of the said longitudinal strip
of panels.

In a preferred embodiment of the label of the
present invention, the label further comprises a support

web to which the said back cover is adhered, the surface

.- area-of-the support web being greater than that of the

front or back cover of the strip thereby providing
additional area for carrying printed matter.

In one arrangement the front cover panel of the
label includes at least one weakened tear line along
which the front cover panel can be severed to allow

for the required access to the interior of the label.
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Preferably, tﬂe front cover panel includes two parallel
weakened tear lines, spaced apart to provide a narrow
strip which can be torn away to give access to the
interior of the label.

In an alternative arrangement, the adhesive used in
the band of adhesive on the inner face of the front |
cover panel is a re-sealable adhesive so as to allow
the outer edge of the front cover panel to be selectively
detached and re-attached and thereby provide for the
required access to the interior of the folded label.

Preferably a succession of labels in accordance with
the present invention is adhered to the .upper surface of
a length of a release backing material and wound into a
reel for sﬁbsequent.removal from the backing material and
application to a container to be labelled.

Various embodiments of the invention will now be
described, by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Firgures 1 and 2 respectively illustrate a label
in accordance with the invention before and after folding,

Figure 3 shows a perspective view of the label of

Figures 1 and 2 after tearing of the tear line and unfold-
ing of the label,

Figure 4 illustrates a different label in accordance
with the invention after folding,
Figures 5 and 6 respectively illustrate a further

embodiment of a label in accofdance with the invention

before and after folding,
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Figures 7 and 8 illustrate another embodiment
of a label in accordance with the present invention
in the closed and opened condition respectively, and

Figures 9, 10, 11 and 12 illustrate further
embodiments of a label in accordance with the
present invention including additional panels or
additional rows of panels.

In the Figures, like reference numerals refer to

like parts.

Referring to Figure 1, a label in accordance
with the invention is made from a longitudinal strip
2 of paper, one end of the strip having a band of
adhesive 19 extending along the immer surface
thereof parallel to the edge 18 of the label. A
weakened tear line 20 is formed adjacent one side
of the band of adhesive. The remainder of the
strip 2 is divided by transverse fold lines 14,

15, 16 into four panels 10, 11, 12, 13; these fold
lines need not exist prior to the folding oﬁerations

used to form the label during its manufacture.
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The upper surface of each of panels 10, 11,
12 and 13 may carry printed information as
can the lower surface of each of panels 10,
12, and 13. The lower surface of panel 11
which is to be adhered to a container or to

a support web is not normally printed but

may be if desired.

In use the label is folded as shown in
Figure 2 by doubling the panel 13 on the
right-hand side of the label about fold
line 16 so that it lies against panel 12,
and thereby doubling panels 12 and 13 together
about fold line 15 so that they lie against the
immer. face of panel 11. Panel 11 acts as a
back cover for folded panels 12 and 13.
Finally, panel 10 on the left~hand side of
the strip 2 is folded about fold line 14 to
lie over folded panels 12 and 13 and thereby

to act as a front cover for the folded panels

- 20 of the label. The outer edge of panel 10
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is then attached to panel 12 by means of the band of

adhesive 19. The fold lines 14, 15 and 16 on the strip

2 are spaced from one another in such a2 manner that panels
12 and 13 after folding are both con'tiained within the
front and back cover panels 10 and 11,

The folded labels may be applied directly to
containers on which they are to be used by means of a
suitable -adhesive 21 on the underside of panel 11, suitably
in the form of a continuous layer, or in the form of bahds
of adhesive.

Alternatively, as shown in Figure 4, the abels
may be applied to a support web 26 which has an adhesive
on its underside suitabie for adhering- the support webd
carrying the folded label to a container..

The support web 26 serves to provide additional areas
for carrying further printed matter. :

If desired, a number of such folded labels are

~ carried in succession on a length of release backing

material which for convenience of handllng is wound into

a reel which when subsequently labelling containers can

* be unwouhd; -so that the labels can be removed from the

backing ma'térial and applied to containers to be lgbelled.
Apart from the underside of panel 11 which is

adheréd to the container or to the support web, the upper

and lower faces of all the other panels, 10, 12 and 13 may
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each carry printed instructions or any other desired

information. The outer face of cover panel 10 will

generally carry instructions indicatihg how to gain

" access.to the information printed inside the label, for

‘example by tearing along tear line 20, If desired, printed

lines may be used to indicate where the label should be
torn along the weakened tear line. Having torn the label
along weakened tear line 20, the cover panel 10 can be
unfolded about fold line 14 allowing access to the
inforﬁgégéh contained on panels 11, 12 and 13 by unfolding
along fold lines 15 and 16 as shown in Figure 3.

In the alternative embodiment of Figure 4, the
label is the same as the label of Figures 1 to 3 except
that the width of the covef panel 10 is such that the
cover panel has an edge portion 22 which in the folded
condition extends beyond the right-hand edge of the folded
panels 12 and 13. In this arrangement, the band of adhesive
24 for keeping the cover panel closed is carried on the
saié edge portion 22 and'in use is adhered not to the back
of the folded panel 12 but to the support web 26. When
the tear line 20 is broken in order to'gain access to
the information on the inside of the label, the edge
portion 22 of the cover panel 10 remains attached to the

support web 26,

| The tear line 20 need not be positioned immediately
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adjacent the said band of adhesive 19. It may be
positioned along any transverse axis_ of the front cover
panel 10 parallel to the fold lines., .For example, as
illustrated in Figures 5 and 6 the téar line 20 may be
located parallel to and adjacent the fold line 14 on the
right-hand side of front cover panel 10. _

It will be appreciated that although the labels
described above have been illustrated as having only
two panels to the right of back cver panel 11, if a

greater amount of information must be provided on the

~1abel, & longer strip may be used-and this may be folded

so that there are three or more panels beyond the back
cover panel 11,

- Referring to Figures 7 and 8 there is shown a
further alternative embodiment of a label in accordahce
with the present invention. In this embodiment the label *
is formed from a longitudinal strip 30, divided by two
fold lines 32 and 34 into three panels 36, 38, 40. The
rear face of the central ﬁanel 38 is adhered to a support

web 42 which extends on either side of the central panel

38 to form lateral side panels 44 and 46 which pfévide
additional surface areas for displaying further printed
matter. -

In the closed position panel 36 is folded inwardly
about fold line 32 to lie against panel 38 which acts



10

15

20

25

5 0087987

as the said back cover and panel 40 is folded inwardly
over. panel 36 about fold line 34 to lie over folded panel
36 and thereby to give a label having a flat configuration.

The outer edge 48 of panel 40 carries on its inner face

a band of adhesive to ensure that panel 40 remains in a
folded position over panel 36 until it is desired to open
the label. To allow for opening of the label, there are
provided on the panel 40 two parallel weakened tear 1iﬁes
50 gpd 52 located immediately inwards from the band of

adhesiééiand spaced slightly apart to provide a narrow

strip 54 which can be torn away to give access to the

interior of the label by allowing the panels 40 and 36

of the label to be unfolded.
-Preferably, a plurality of such labels are carried
in succeséion on a length of a release backing material 56

which is wound into a reel for convenience of handling.

-When labelling containers, the labels on the reel are removed

from the backing material as the reel is unwound and are
applied_ﬁo containers which are to be labelled.

. Generglly to prepare labels in accordance with the
invention; a continuous sheet of material is printed as
requireé and folded along longitudinal fold lines corres-
ponding to fold lines 14, 15, 16 or 32, 34 to give a
multiple ply flat tube of printed material., The underside

of this tube, corresponding to the underside of back cover
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panel 11 or 38 may carry a suitable adhesive coating
for direct application of labels cut from the tube to

a cbntainer. However, more commonly, the back cover

11 or 38 of the label is adhered to a continuous length
of a support web 26 or 56 which has a self-adhesive
underside lined with a removable backing sheet of
release material. If desired the said support web

may also carry printed information. The assembly of
folded tube and support web is then passed through a
die-cutting apparatus where labels of the required
dimensions are cut in conventional mamnner. After
removal of the superfluous portions of materials, one
obtains a backing sheet carrying a plurality of the
folded labels of the invention, which backing sheet is
conveniently wound into a reel. In some instances the
support web 26 can be dispensed with and the folded +tube
applied directly to a backing sheet for die-cutting of
the required labels and winding of the backing sheet
into a reel.

As will be seen from the embodiments shown in
Figures 9 to 12, if additional areas for printing
textual information are required, the label may be
designed to include on§ or more further rows of panels
hingedly connected to one or both longitudinal edges
of the longitudinal strip of panels (10, 11, 12, 13).
Thus, for example, one additional row of panels (61,

62, 63) may be hingedly comnected below the strip
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of panels (10; 11, 12, 13) as shown in Figure 9, or
similarly one additional row of panels (71, 72, 73)
may be hingedly connected above the strip of panels
(10, 11, 12, 13) as shown in Figure 10. If desired,
one, or more, such additional rows may be added both
above and below the longitudinal strip of panels (10,
11, 12, 13) as shown in Figure 11.

In use the additional rows of panels are folded .
inwardly about respective fold lines 60 and 70 along the
longitudinal edges of the strip of panels so that they
lie flat over the longitudinal strip of panels, and
then the resultant strip of panels is folded onto thé

back cover panel 11 and covered by front cover panel 10

as described above to provide a folded label.

In each of the labels shown in Figures 9, 10 and 11
the additional rows of panels are parallel to the
longitudinal strip of panels (10, 11, 12, 13); however,
it is also possible, as shown in Figure 12, to include
rows of panels (81, 82) perpendicular to the longitudinal
strip of pamels (10, 11, 12, 13). In use, panel 82 is
first folded about fold line 80 onto panel 81, and the
resultant two-ply'layer is fglded about fold-line 84
onto panel 11, whereupon panels 12 and 13 are folded
over as described before, followed finally by folding
and adhering of the front cover panel 10 over the

various folded panels lying over rear panel 11.
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Alternatively, a single panel such as panel 81 may
be hingedly connected to one or both longitudinal edges
of the longitudinal strip of panels (10, 11, 12, 13).
This arrangement is not specifically illustrated.

In each case in the embodiments of Figures 9 to 12
the front cover panel is arranged to be torn about
weakened tear lines or otherwise opened as described
above to allow the user to gain access to the interior
of the folded label once the label is applied to a
container.

In all the embodiments shown in Figures 9 to 11,
if desired the label can be carried on a support web
(not shown) as described in relation to Figure 4,
thereby to give yet further areas for carrying printed

matter.
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1. A label for a container characterised in that the
label comprises a longitudinal strip (2) divided into a
series of panels (10, 11, 12, 13) by a plurality of
transverse fold lines (14, 15, 16), the first two (10, 11)
of the panels forming a front cover and a back cover
respectively for enveloping the remaining panel or panels
(12, 13) of the strip when folded, the transverse fold
lines (14, 15, 16) being spaced along the strip so that
upon folding of the strip the said remaining panel or
panels (12, 13) is or are folded to lie over the back
cover (11) and is or are in turn covered by folding of
the front cover (10) about the fold line (14) between the
front and back covers and wherein the front cover may
extend beyond the area occupied by the back cover, and a
band of adhesive (19) is provided on the inner face 6f ‘the
free outer edge (18) of the front cover panel (10)
adjacent to said outer edge for securing the outer edge
(18) of the front cover (10) either to the back of the
folded panel or -panels (12, 13) along a region\adjaoent
the fold line (15) which lies between the back cover (11)
and the said remaining panel or panels (12, 13), or to
the surface of a supporf web (26) for carrying the label,
the front cover panel (10) being arranged to betorn or

otherwise opened to give access to the interior of the

folded label.
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2. A label according to Claim 1, characterised in that
the label further comprises at least one further panel
hingedly connected along one or both 1ongitgdinal edges

of the said longitudinal strip (2) of panels (10, 11, 12,
5 13).

3. A label according to Claim 1, characterised in thaf
the label further comprises at least one further row of
panels (61, 62, 63; 71, 72, 73) hingedly connected along
one or both longitudinal edges (60; 70) of the said

10 longitudinal strip (2) of panels (10, 11, 12, 13).

L, . A label according to Ciaim 3, wherein the or each
further row (61, 62, 63; 71, 72, 73) extends parallel
to the said longitudinal strip (2) of panels (10, 11, 12,
13).

15 b. A panel according to Claim 3, wherein the or each
further row (81, 82) extends perpendicular to the said
longitudinal strip (2) of panels (10, 11, 12, 13).

6. A label according to any one of the preceding claims,
__characterised in that the label further comprises a
20 support web (26; 42) to which the said back cover (11; 38)
is adhered, the surface area of the support web (26; 42)
being greater than that of the front (10; 40) or back
(11; 38) cover of the strip thereby providing additional

area for carrying printed matter.
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7. A label according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the band of adhesive (19) is a re-
sealable adhesive so as to allow the outer edge (18) of
the front cover panel (10) to be reversibly detached and
thereby provide for the required access to the interior

of the folded label.

8. A label according to any one of Claims 1 to 6,
wherein the front cover panel (10) includes a weakened
tear line (20) along which the front cover panel (10)

can be severed to allow for the required access to the

interior of the folded label.

9. A label accbrding to Claim 8, wherein the weakened

tear line (20) is positioned adjacent and parallel to

the band of adhesive (19).

10. A label according to Claim 8, wherein the weakened
tear line (20) is positioned adjacent and parallel to the
fold line (14) between the front cover (10) and back

cover (11) panels.

11. A label according to any one of Claims 41 to 6, and
8 to 10, wherein the front cover panel (40) includes two
parallel weakened tear lines (52, 54) spaced apart to

provide a narrow strip (54) which can be torn away to

give access to the interior of the label.
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12. A reel of release backing material carrying
thereon a succession of labels as claimed in any one

of the preceding claims.
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