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©  A  shelving  system. 

in  a  shelving  system  of  the  type  comprising  wall- 
mounted  or  pillar-mounted  supports  (1)  for  shelves  (2), 
supporting  tongues  (6)  on  the  supports  are  so  concealed 
within  grooves  (11)  at  the  ends  of  the  shelves  that  a 
substantially  continuous  front  surface  is  created  for  adjoin- 
ing  shelves.  An  insert  (14)  can  be  placed  in  each  said  groove 
(11)  to  facilitate  the  provision  of  the  engagement  of  the 
shelves  and  supports. 



THIS  INVENTION  relates  to  a  shelving  system  and,  more  pa r t i cu la r ly ,  
to  a  shelving  system  which  may  be  suspended  from  a  vertical  wall,  or  f rom 

other  vertical  suppor t s .  

Many  different   shelving  systems  have  been  developed  in  the  past  for  

many  different  purposes.  Some  prior  systems  are  free  standing  and  some  

are  adapted  to  be  suspended  from  a  vertical  wall.  In  many  of  these  pr ior  

proposed  systems,  support  brackets  are  provided  which  are  located  under  t h e  

shelves  and  support  the  shelves.  Such  brackets  are  often  bulky  and  are  no t  

of  a  pleasing  appearance.   Where  two  shelves  abut  one  another,  often  t w o  

support  brackets  have  to  be  provided,  there  being  one  bracket  for  e a c h  

shelf.  This  is  costly  and  unsightly.  

One  part icular   prior  shelving  system  is  described  in  patent  pub l ica -  

tion  GB-A-1137675  and  comprises  a  plurality  of  shelf  support  m e m b e r s  

provided  with  respective  horizontally  extending  t ongues  adap t ed   to  be  

received  within  respective  grooves  located  at  the  ends  of  a  plurality  o f  

shelves.  However,  this  prior  system  does  not  provide  a  substantially  e n t i r e l y  

concealed  means  of  support  for  the  shelves,  and  a  substantially  cont inuous  

front  edge  to  adjoining  shelves  is  not  c r e a t e d .  

The  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to  provide  an  improved  shelving 

system.  - 

According  to  the  present  invention  there  is  provided  a  shelving 

system  comprising:  at  least  one  intermediate   support  member  and  at  l e a s t  

two  end  support  members,  each  said  support  member  being  adapted  to  be  

supported  on  a  wall  or  the  like,  the  or  each  in termedia te   support  m e m b e r  

having  two  tongues  extending  substantially  horizontally  away  from  one 



another,  and  each  end  support  member  having  at  least  one  subs tan t ia l ly  

horizontal  tongue;  and  at  least  two  shelves  each  having  two  opposed 

substantially  vertical  end  faces,  each  such  end  face  having  a  r e s p e c t i v e  

substantially  horizontal  groove  therein  adapted  to  receive,  and  thus  c o n c e a l ,  

a  respective  one  of  the  said  tongues,  the  tongues  thus  supporting  t h e  

shelves;  the  ar rangement   being  such  that,  when  the  tongues  of  the  or  e ach  

in termediate   support  member  are  received  within  respect ive  said  grooves  of  

an  adjacent  pair  of  shelves,  the  respective  edges  of  the  two  shelves  r e m o t e  

from  the  said  wall  or  the  like  substantially  abut  one  another  to  def ine  

together  a  substantially  continuous  front  su r f ace .  

Preferably,  each  tongue  is  provided  with  a  channel  extending  para l le l  

to  the  length  of  the  tongue,  the  channel  being  adapted  to  engage  a  rib  e i t h e r  

on  the  shelf  itself  or  on  insert  adapted  to  be  inserted  into  the  said  groove  o f  

the  shelf,  the  rib  in  either  case  protruding  into  the  g roove .  

Alternatively,  the  tongue  and  groove  are  adapted  to  provide  a  dove-  

tail  fit.  In  order  to  provide  such  a  dove-tail  fit,  conveniently  the  sa id  

groove  has  a  trapezoidal  cross-section  and  the  tongue  either  has  a  co r r e s -  

ponding  trapezoidal  cross-section  or,  al ternatively,   the  tongue  may  be  o f  

rectangular   cross-section  and  provided  with  prot rus ions .  

Advantageously  each  tongue  fits  tightly  within  the  respective  groove 

to  allow  adjoining  shelves  to  be  mutually  aligned  accurately.   Convenient ly ,  

each  tongue  is  provided  adjacent  the  bottom  of  the  respective  support  

member .  

Suitably,  each  support  member  has  a  portion  adapted,  when  t h e  

support  member  is  engaged  with  the  shelf,  to  extend  substantially  ve r t i ca l ly  

above  the  upper  surface  of  the  shelf  to  act  as  a  bookend.  

Advantageously,  each  support  member  comprises  a  subs tan t ia l ly  

vertical  pillar  member  formed  integrally  with  the  tongues.  Suitably  the  said 

portion  is  a  web  extending  between  said  pillar  and  the  tongues,  in  the  p lane  

defined  by  the  pillar  and  the  tongues.  Conveniently,  the  web  is  subs tant ia l ly  

square .  



Advantageously,   each  support  member  is  provided  with  mount ing  

means  to  mount  the  support  member  in  position,  the  mounting  means  

comprising  at  least  one  key-hole  slot  adapted  to  engage  a  screw  or  the  l ike 

protruding  from  a  wall.  Preferably  the  screw  is  thereby  concea led .  

Conveniently,  each  support  member  is  provided  with  more  than  one 

key-hole  slot  the  key-hole  slots  being  spaced  vertically  so  that  the  posi t ion 

of  the  support  member  relative  to  the  screw  may  be  adjusted.  Suitably,  t h e  

top  of  the  or  each  key-hole  slot  is  extended  laterally,  so  that  the  screw  m a y  
be  moved  laterally  within  the  key-hole  slot  with  respect  to  the  support  

m e m b e r .  

Conveniently,  the  or  each  key-hole  slot  is  provided  in  a  back  p l a t e  

adapted  to  be  a t tached  to  a  vertical  rear  face  of  the  support  m e m b e r .  

Alternatively,   the  mounting  means  of  each  support  member  c o m -  

prises  a  backplate  provided  with  hook  members  adapted  to  engage  c o r r e s -  

ponding  slots  in  a  rail  member.  The  rail  member  may  be  adapted  to  be  

at tached  to  a  wall,  or  may  be  free  s tanding.  

Conveniently,  the  backplate  is  adapted  to  be  secured  to  the  support  

member  in  an  adjustable  vertical  position  relative  thereto,  and  suitably  t h e  

backplate  is  secured  to  the  support  member  by  means  of  screws  or  the  l ike 

passing  through  vertically  oriented  elongate  slots  in  the  backp la t e .  

Advantageously,  at  least  one  template   marking  is  provided  on  t h e  

support  member  to  assist  in  the  construction  of  the  shelving  sy s t em.  

So  that  the  invention  may  be  more  readily  understood  and  so  t h a t  

further  features  thereof  may  be  appreciated,   a  shelving  system  in  a c c o r d -  

ance  with  the  invention  will  now  be  described  by  way  of  example  and  wi th  

reference  to  the  accompanying  drawings,  in  which: 

FIGURE  1  is  a  perspective  view  of  one  support  member  and  parts  of  

two  shelves  of  a  shelving  system  in  accordance  wth  the  invention  d isengaged 

from  one  ano ther ;  



FIGURE  2  is  an  enlarged  f ragmentary   vertical  section,  taken  p e r -  
pendicularly  to  the  plane  of  the  support  member,  with  the  shelves  and  

support  member  engaged  with  one  ano the r ;  

FIGURE  3  is  a  perspective  view  of  an  array  of  shelves  and  s u p p o r t  

members  forming  a  system  in  accordance  with  the  invention;  and 

FIGURE  4  is  a  fragmentary  perspect ive  view  of  another  embodiment  

of  the  invent ion .  

The  shelving  system  i l lustrated  in  the  drawings  comprises  at  l e a s t  

two  support  members  1  and  at  least  one  shelf  2.  Figure  1  shows  one  of  t h e  

two  support  members  and  the  adjoining  ends  of  two  shelves  in  a  disengaged,  

or  "exploded",  orientation  such  as  might  obtain  before  the  shelves  and 

support  member  are  engaged  with  one  ano the r .  

The  support  member  1  comprises  an  upright  generally  cuboid  e longa te  

pillar  member  3,  from  the  bottom  of  which  a  tongue  member  4  ex tends  

horizontally.  A  vertical  generally  square  planar  portion  5  is  connected,  a t  

the  lower  edge,  to  the  tongue  member  4,  and  at  one  vertical  edge,  to  t h e  

pillar  member  3.  The  planar  portion  5  bisects  the  tongue  member  4  to  def ine  

two  tongues  6  extending  outwardly  and  in  opposed  directions  from  the  p lanar  

portion  5. 

The  bottom  surface  of  each  tongue  6  is  provided  with  a  channel  6a  

extending  parallel  to  the  long  dimension  of  the  tongue  6. 

The  face  of  the  pillar  member  3  remote  from  the  planar  portion  5  is 

provided  with  a  recess  7  which  extends  over  substantially  the  whole  he igh t  
of  the  pillar  member  3.  The  lower  half  of  this  recess  7  is  overlain  with  a  

lower  back-plate  (not  shown)  which  is  plain  but  for  lettering  giving  c o m -  

mercial  information.  The  upper  half  of  the  said  recess  7  is  overlain  with  a  

rectangular   upper  back-plate  8  provided  with  three  elongate  holes  9,  so  t h a t  

the  back-plate  8  may  be  screwed  onto  the  pillar  member  3,  and  two  key-hole  

slots  10.  The  holes  9  and  key-hole  slots  10  a l ternate   with  one  another  and  

are  vert ically  spaced  along  the  central  axis  of  the  plate  8.  The  holes  9  a r e  

each  oval  with  the  major  axis  vertical,   so  that  a  degree  of  v e r t i c a l  



adjustabil i ty  of  the  upper  back-plate  8  with  respect  to  the  pillar  member  3 

is  possible.  Each  key-hole  slot  10  is  adapted  to  engage  a  screw  (not  shown) 

protruding  from  a  wall  (also  not  shown)  in  order  to  support  the  member  1  on 
the  wall .  

Each  key-hole  slot  10  comprises  a  generally  circular  bottom  por t ion 

through  which  the  head  and  shank  of  the  screw  may  be  passed,  a  c o n s t r i c t e d  

portion  above  the  circular  portion  to  allow  the  shank  of  the  screw,  once 

inserted,  to  be  slidden  upwards,  and  an  upper  laterally  extending  portion  t o  

allow  the  screw  to  be  moved  laterally  with  respect  to,  but  not  wi thdrawn 

from,  the  key-hole  slot  10. 

On  each  side  of  the  pillar  member  3,  adjacent  the  upper  backplate  8, 

there  is  a  respective  template   mark  10a  horizontally  aligned  with  the  upper  

laterally  extending  portion  of  each  key-hole  slot  10.  The  purpose  of  t h e s e  

template  marks  will  become  apparent  in  due  course.  

In  each  end  face  of  the  otherwise  conventional  shelf  2,  there  is  a  

groove  11  extending  horizontally  from  the  rear  edge  edge  of  the  shelf,  for  a  

distance  which  is  approximately  three-quarters   of  the  width  of  the  shelf ,  

towards  the  front  edge  of  the  shelf.  The  groove  11  is  generally  rectangular   in 

section  and  this  is  shown  more  clearly  in  Figure  2  of  the  accompany ing  

drawings.  The  portion  12  of  the  shelf  lying  above  the  groove  11  is  cut  back  by 

a  small  extent  so  that  the  portion  13  of  the  shelf  lying  beneath  the  groove 
extends  a  little  way  beyond  the  portion  12  above  the  groove,  and  the  purpose  
of  this  will  beome  apparent  in  due  course.  

The  groove  11  in  the  shelf  2  is  adapted  to  accommodate   a  genera l ly  

longitudinal  extruded  insert  14  which  may  be  slidden  into  the  groove  to  l ie  

against  all  three  inside  surfaces  of  the  groove  11  and  against  the  end  face  15 

of  the  shelf  2  which  is  above  the  groove  11.  The  portion  of  the  insert  which 

lies  against  the  bottom  surface  of  the  groove  is  provided  with  an  upwardly  

extending  rib  16  which  extends  parallel  to  the  long  dimension  of  the  inse r t  

14.  When  the  insert  is  in  place  in  the  groove  11,  the  shelf  2  may  be  slidden 

onto  a  tongue  6  of  the  support  member  1  so  that  the  insert  rib  16  engages  t h e  

channel  6a  of  the  tongue  5.  Alternatively,   the  rib  could  be  provided  on  t h e  

shelf  itself,  and  the  insert  could  be  omi t t ed .  



The  shelving  system  is  assembled  on  a  wall  or  the  like  in  t he  

following  manner.  Firstly  a  fixing  screw  is  screwed  into  the  wall  at  a  

selected  loca t ion .  

A  shelf  2  is  then  at tached  to  two  support  members  1  by  sliding  each  

groove  11  of  the  shelf,  containing  a  respective  insert  14,  onto  a  tongue  6  of 

one  of  the  support  members.  By  virtue  of  the  upwardly  extending  rib  16  of  

each  insert  14  and  the  downwardly  opening  channels  6a  of  the  tongues  6,  t h e  

shelf  engages  the  support  members  with  a  close  fit,  thus  preventing  t he  

shelf  from  being  parted  from  the  support  members  in  a  direction  pe rp -  
endicular  to  the  plane  of  the  support  member  1.  It  is  to  be  noted  t h a t  

although  Figure  2  shows  the  shelf  2,  insert  14  and  tongue  to  be  spaced  f rom 

one  another,  this  is  merely  for  the  sake  of  clarity  in  the  drawing  and,  in 

reality,  a  very  close  fit  is  achieved.  This  close  fit  enables  adjoining  shelves 

to  be  aligned  accurately  and  assists  in  allowing  a  professional  standard  o f  

construction  of  the  shelving  system  to  be  achieved  by  an  amateur .   Because  

the  grooves  11  do  not  extend  along  the  entire  length  of  the  respective  end  of  

the  shelf  2,  once  the  shelf  is  fully  engaged  with  the  respect ive  tongue  6,  t h e  

tongue  is  no  longer  visible  and  the  means  by  which  the  shelf  is  supported  by 

the  support  member  is  not  immediately  apparent  by  visual  inspection  alone.  

A  selected  one  of  the  key-hole  slots  10  in  the  upper  back-plate  8  of 

one  support  member  1  is  then  engaged  with  the  fixing  screw,  the  key-hole  

slot  which  is  chosen  determining  the  height  of  the  support  member  r e l a t i ve  

to  the  wall.  The  extent  of  the  fixing  screw  which  protrudes  outwardly  f rom 

the  wall  is  chosen  so  that,  with  the  support  member  1  supported  by  t he  

screw,  the  upright  pillar  member  3  of  the  support  member  is  held  fa i r ly  

closely  against  the  wall  and  therefore  the  means  by  which  the  support  

member  is  at tached  to  the  wall,  namely  the  ar rangement   of  the  upper  back -  

plate  8  and  screw,  is  not  immediately  apparent  to  the  casual  g lance .  

With  one  support  member  thus  engaged  with  a  screw  protruding  f rom 

the  wall,  the  whole  assembly  of  shelf  and  two  supports  can  then  be  r o t a t e d  

about  that  screw  and  then,  once  the  shelf  is  exactly  horizontal,   the  t e m p l a t e  

marks  10a  of  the  support  member  1  remote  from  the  screw  can  be  used  to  

determine  the  appropriate  location  of  the  screw  for  that  support  member .  

Thus  pencil  or  other  marks  can  be  made  on  the  wall  adjacent  the  t e m p l a t e  



marks,  and  the  shelf  support  can  be  removed  whilst  a  screw  is  inserted  in 

the  correct  position,  as  dictated  by  the  pencil  or  other  marks  on  the  wall .  

The  entire  shelf  assembly  comprising  the  shelf  and  the  two  supports  can  

then  be  mounted  on  the  two  screws.  If  it  is  found  that  the  second  screw  has  

been  inaccurately  located,  so  that  the  shelf  is  not  horizontal  when  moun ted  

on  the  two  screws,  the  positions  of  the  back  plates  8  on  the  suppor t  

members  1  may  be  adjusted  by  loosening  the  screws  passing  through  the  oval  

holes  9  and  sliding  the  back  plates  8  before  re- t ightening  the  screws.  Thus 

the  shelf  can  be  made  to  be  exactly  horizontal  when  the  support  members  

are  mounted  on  the  screws.  In  addition  to  the  support  member  1  being 

adjustable  with  regard  to  its  height  relative  to  the  wall,  as  described  above,  

a  certain  degree  of  lateral  adjustability  is  allowed  for  by  the  l a t e r a l l y  

extended  portion  at  the  top  of  each  key-hole  slot  10. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  further  shelves  can  be  added  to  extend  t h e  

system  horizontally  and,  of  course,  runs  of  shelves  can  be  spaced  ve r t i ca l ly  

from  one  another.  Such  an  extended  system  is  shown  in  Figure  3.  Figure  3 

is  a  perspective  view  from  above  and  one  side,  and  shows  inter  alia  t he  

unbroken  front  edge  of  each  run  of  shelves.  Adjacent  runs  of  shelves  are  no t  

directly  superimposed  and  thus  there  is  a  gap  between  adjacent  runs;  this  is 

not  the  case  with  prior  shelving  systems  using  vertical   ra i ls .  

The  extended  portion  13  lying  beneath  the  groove  11  is  such  that  when 

two  shelves  are  at tached  to  a  support  member  in  the  manner  descr ibed  

above,  the  lower  portions  13  of  the  two  shelves  abut,  or  almost  abut,  one 

another  to  provide  a  substantially  continuous  bottom  surface  for  t h e  

shelving  system;  in  addition,  that  portion  of  the  end  face  of  each  shelf  2 

which  is  not  provided  with  a  groove  that  is  to  say  the  portion  of  the  end  f a c e  

adjacent  the  front  edge  of  the  shelf,  abuts  the  corresponding  portion  on  t h e  

other  shelf  2  to  provide  a  substantially  continuous  front  edge  for  t h e  

shelving  sy s t em.  

By  virtue  of  the  vertical  adjustment  of  the  upper  backplate  wi th  

respect  to  the  support  member,  the  horizontal  adjustment  of  the  fixing 

screw  with  respect  to  the  key-hole  slot  10,  and  the  template  marks  10a,  a  

professional  standard  of  inter-alignment  of  components  of  the  entire  she lv-  

ing  system  has  been  found  to  be  able  to  be  achieved  by  an  amateur.  If  t he  



vertical   position  of  the  shelf  is  to  be  changed,  the  entire  assembly  can  be 

removed  from  the  wall,  and  replaced  with  the  screws  respectively  engaging 

the  other  of  the  key-hole  slots  on  each  suppor t .  

It  will  be  also  be  apprecia ted   that,  when  the  shelving  sys tem 

described  above  is  a t tached  to  a  wall,  there  are  no  unsightly  rails  and 

brackets  such  as  are  associated  with  known  shelving  systems  but,  ins tead ,  

the  shelving  system  appears  to  comprise  simply  shelves  and  the  exposed 

parts  of  the  support  members,  which  look  like  book  ends.  The  shelving 

system  thus  presents  an  aes thet ical ly   pleasing  prospect  and  comprises  only 

two  main  components:  the  shelves  and  the  support.  It  is  to  be  noted  t h a t  

only  one  type  of  support  is  required  and  this  can  be  used  at  either  end  of  a  

run  of  shelves  as  well  as  between  she lves .  

Many  variations  with  respect  to  the  specific  example  described  above 

are  possible  to  provide  a  shelving  system  in  accordance  with  the  invent ion.  

For  example,  the  tongues  6,  instead  of  being  of  rectangular  section  and 

provided  with  the  channel  6a,  could  be  of  trapezoidal  section  and  would  thus  

allow  for  a  dove-tail  fit  with  suitably  sectioned  grooves  11  without  t he  

provision  of  the  insert  14. 

Alternatively,  to  engage  with  a  trapezoidally  sectioned  groove  11,  t he  

tongues  6  could  be  of  rectangular   section  but  provided  with  ou tward ly  

projecting  nibs  along  the  top  and/or  bottom  edges  to  engage  the  groove  wi th  

a  tight  f i t .  

The  tongues  6  could  be  provided  along  the  top  edges  of  the  support  

member  1  instead  of  along  the  bottom  edges,  the  grooves  in  the  shelves 

being  appropriately  redesigned,  and  any  convenient  means  for  at taching  t he  

support  member  1  to  a  wall  or  the  like  may  be  provided  in  place  of  the  back -  

plate  8,  but  it  is  preferred  that  the  a t tachment   means  is  concealed  when  t he  

support  member  1  is  at tached  to  a  wall .  

Instead  of  there  being  a  continuous  tongue  6  along  each  bottom  edge 

of  the  support  member  1,  it  would  be  possible  to  provide  a  plurality  of 

outwardly  extending  tongues,  for  example  short  lengths  of  dowel,  and  t he se  

tongues  (or,  indeed,  the  continuous  tongue  6  described  above)  could  engage  



the  respective  shelf  with  a  dove-tail  fit,  a  mortice  and  tenon  joint,  or  any  
other  convenient  jo in t .  

In  a  further  embodiment  of  the  invention,  the  manner  of  a t t a c h i n g  

the  shelves  to  the  support  member  is  as  described  above  with  reference  to  

Figures  1  and  2,  but  the  support  member  is  mounted  in  position  d i f fe ren t ly .  

Referring  to  Figure  4,  an  al ternative  form  of  back-pla te   17  is  used  which  has  

no  key-hole  slots  and  which  extends  for  substantial ly  all  the  height  of  t he  

pillar  member  3  instead  of  only  half  the  height.  The  back-plate  17  is 

provided  with  oval  elongate  screw  holes  18  to  enable  it  to  be  at tached  to  t he  

pillar  member  3,  with  a  degree  of  vertical  adjustment   being  allowed  for .  

Two  pairs  of  horizontally  spaced  hook  members  19,  one  pair  adjacent  the  top  
of  the  back-plate  17  and  the  other  pair  adjacent  the  bottom,  are  provided  on 

the  back-plate.   Each  hook  member  19  is  planar,  the  plane  lying  ver t ica l ly ,  

and  comprises  an  outwardly  extending  portion  which  terminates   in  a  down-  

wardly  extending  por t ion.  

The  hook  members  19  are  adapted  to  engage  a  vertical  support  rail  20 

in  the  form  of  a  square  section  tube  having  one  face,  or  two  opposed  f a c e s  

21,  provided  with  a  plurality  of  vertically  spaced  pairs  of  horizontally  spaced  

slots  22  adapted  to  engage  respective  hook  members  19.  The  height  of  t h e  

support  member  3  with  respect  to  the  support  rail  20  is  determined  by  t h e  

choice  of  slots  22  into  which  the  hook  members  19  are  inserted.  The  suppor t  

rail  20  may  be  a t tached  to  a.wall  or,  in  order  to  use  two  opposed  s l o t t e d  

faces  21  of  the  support  rail  20,  may  be  free  s tanding .  

The  components  of  any  of  the  shelving  systems  described  above  may  
be  painted  or  provided  with  any  desirable  veneer  in  order  to  enhance  t h e  

a t t rac t iveness   of  the  system,  although  each  shelf  may  be  made  of  solid 

wood. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  in  assembling  the  shelving  system  in 

accordance  with  the  invention  and  described  above,  no  special  tools  a r e  

required.  In  addition,  once  the  system  is  mounted  on  a  wall,  the  shelves  can 

be  removed  by  simply  sliding  them  out  of  engagement   with  the  suppor t  

m e m b e r s .  



The  invention  has  been  described  by  way  of  example,  with  r e f e r e n c e  

to  basic,  simple  embodiments.   The  shelves  may,  however,  be  provided  wi th  

integral  light  fittings,  or  with  book  support  members  slidably  or  o therwise  

mounted,  for  example.  Thus  many  improvements  and  modifications  may  be  

ef fec ted   without  departing  from  the  scope  and  spirit  of  the  invent ion.  



1.  A  shelving  system  comprising:  at  least  one  intermediate  support  

member  and  at  least  two  end  support  members,   each  said  support  m e m b e r  

being  adapted  to  be  supported  on  a  wall  or  the  like,  the  or  each  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

support  member  having  two  tongues  extending  substantially  hor izonta l ly  

away  from  one  another,  and  each  end  support  member  having  at  least  one 

substantial ly  horizontal  tongue;  and  at  least  two  shelves  each  having  two  

opposed  substantially  vertical  end  faces,  each  such  end  face  having  a  

respect ive   substantially  horizontal  groove  therein  adapted  to  receive,  and  

thus  conceal,  a  respective  one  of  the  said  tongues,  the  tongues  thus  

supporting  the  shelves;  the  ar rangement   being  such  that,  when  the  tongues  
of  the  or  each  intermediate   support  member  are  received  within  r e spec t ive  

said  grooves  of  an  adjacent  pair  of  shelves,  the  respective  edges  of  the  t w o  

shelves  remote  from  the  said  wall  or  the  like  substantially  abut  one  ano the r  

to  define  together  a  substantially  continuous  front  su r f ace .  

2.  A  shelving  system  according  to  claim  1  wherein  each  tongue  is 

provided  with  a  channel  extending  parallel  to  the  length  of  the  tongue,  t h e  

channel  being  adapted  to  engage  a  rib  which  protrudes  into  the  said  groove 

on  the  respective  shelf .  

3.  A  shelving  system  according  to  claim  2  wherein  an  insert  is  i n se r t ed  

into  the  said  groove  of  the  shelf,  the  insert  carrying  the  said  rib. 

4.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding  c la ims 

wherein  each  tongue  is  provided  adjacent  the  bottom  of  the  r e spec t ive  

support  m e m b e r .  

5.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding  c la ims 

wherein  each  support  member  has  a  portion  adapted,  when  the  support  

member  is  engaged  with  the  shelf,  to  extend  substantially  vertically  above 

the  upper  surface  of  the  shelf  and  each  support  member  comprises  a  

substantially  vertical  pillar  member  formed  integrally  with  the  tongues,  t he  

said  portion  being  a  web  extending  between  the  said  pillar  and  the  tongues,  

in  the  plane  defined  by  the  pillar  and  the  tongues .  



6.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding  c l a ims  

wherein  each  support  member  is  provided  with  mounting  means  to  mount  t h e  

support  member  in  position,  the  mounting  means  comprising  at  least  one 

key-hole  slot  adapted  to  engage  a  screw  or  the  like  protruding  from  a  wal l .  

7.  A  shelving  system  according  to  claim  6  wherein  the  engagement  o f  

the  or  each  key-hole  slot  and  the  screw  is  such  that  the  screw  is  concea led .  

8.  A  shelving  system  according  to  claim  6  or  7  wherein  each  suppor t  

member  is  provided  with  more  than  one  said  key-hole  slot,  the  key-hole  s lo ts  

being  spaced  vertically  so  that  the  position  of  the  support  member  r e l a t i v e  

to  the  screw  may  be  ad jus ted .  

9.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any  one  of  claims  6  to  8  wherein  t h e  

top  of  the  or  each  key-hole  slot  is  extended  laterally,  so  that  the  screw  may  
be  moved  laterally  within  the  key-hole  slot  with  respect  to  the  support  

m e m b e r .  

10.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any  one  of  claims  1  to  5  wherein  each  

support  member  is  provided  with  mounting  means  to  mount  the  suppor t  

member  in  position,the  said  mounting  means  comprising  a  backplate  p ro -  
vided  with  hook  members  adapted  to  engage  corresponding  slots  in  a  ra i l  

m e m b e r .  

11.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any  one  of  the  preceding  c la ims  

wherein  at  least  one  template   marking  is  provided  on  the  support  member  t o  

assist  in  the  construction  of  the  shelving  sys tem.  



I.  A  shelving  system  comprising:  at  least  one  intermediate  support  

member  and  at Jeast  two  end  support  members,  each  said  support  member  

being  adapted  to  be  supported  on  a  wall  or  the  like,  the  or  each  in t e rmed ia te  

support  member  having  two  tongues  extending  substantially  horizontal ly 

away  from  one  another,  and  each  end  support  member  having  at  least  one 

substantially  horizontal  tongue;  and  at  least  two  shelves  each  having  two 

opposed  substantially  vertical  end  faces,  each  such  end  face  having  a 

respective  substantially  horizontal  groove  therein  adapted  to  receive,  and 

thus  conceal,  a  respectie  one  of  the  said  tongues,  the  tongues  thus 

supporting  the  shelves,  each  tongue  being  provided  with  a  channel  extending 

parallel  to  the  length  of  the  tongue,  the  channel  being  adapted  to  engage  a 

rib  which  protrudes  into  the  said  groove  on  the  respective  shelf;  t he  

arrangement   being  such  that,  when  the  tongues  of  the  or  each  in t e rmed ia te  

support  member  are  received  within  respective  said  grooves  of  an  ad j acen t  

pair  of  shelves,  the  respective  edges  of  the  two  shelves  remote  from  the  

said  wall  or  the  like  substantially  abut  one  another  to  define  together  a 

substantially  continuous  front  su r face .  

2.  A  shelving  system  according  to  claim  I wherein  an  insert  is  inser ted 

into  the  said  groove  of  the  shelf,  the  insert  carrying  the  said  rib. 

3.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any one  of  the  preceding  c la ims 

wherein  each  tongue  is  provided  adjacent  the  bottom  of  the  respect ive  

support  member .  

4.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any one  of  the  preceding  claims 

wherein  each  support  member  has  a  portion  adapted,  when  the  support  

member  is  engaged  with  the  shelf,  to  extend  substantially  vertically  above 

the  upper  surface  of  the  shelf  and  each  support  member  comprises  a 

substantially  vertical  pillar  member  formed  integrally  with  the  tongues,  the  

said  portion  being  a  web  extending  between  the  said  pillar  and  the  tongues, 

in  the  plane  defined  by  the  pillar  and  the  tongues.  



5.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any one  of  the  preceding  c l a ims  

wherein  each  support  member  is  provided  with  mounting  means  to  mount  t h e  

support  member  in  position,  the  mounting  means  comprising  at  least  one 

key-hole  slot  adapted  to  engage  a  screw  or  the  like  protruding  from  a  wal l .  

6.  A  shelving  system  according  to  claim  5  wherein  the  engagement   o f  

the  or  each  key-hole  slot  and  the  screw  is  such  that  the  screw  is  concea led .  

7.  A  shelving  system  according  to  claim  5  or  6  wherein  each  suppor t  

member  is  provided  with  more  than  one  said  key-hole  slot,  the  key-hole  s lo ts  

being  spaced  vert ically  so  that  the  position  of  the  support  member  r e l a t i v e  

to  the  screw  may  be  adjusted  vertically  by  selecting  an  appropriate  keyho le  

slot  to  engage  the  sc rew.  

8.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any one  of  claims  5  to  7  wherein  the  

top  of  the  or  each  key-hole  slot  is  extended  laterally,  so  that  the  screw  may  
be  moved  laterally  within  the  key-hole  slot  with  respect  to  the  suppor t  

member,  to  enable  the  position  of  the  support  to  eb  

adjusted  laterally  relative  to  the  sc rew.  

9.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any one  of  claims  t o   4  wherein  each  

support  member  is  provided  with  mounting  means  to  mount  the  suppor t  
member  in  position,the  said  mounting  means  comprising  a  backplate  p ro -  
vided  with  hook  members  adapted  to  engage  corresponding  slots  in  a  rail 

member .  

10.  A  shelving  system  according  to  any one  of  the  preceding  c l a ims  

wherein  at  least  one  template  marking  is  provided  on  the  support  member  to  

assist  in  the  construction  of  the  shelving  sys tem.  
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