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©  Towed  aerial  target. 
©  A  towed  aerial  target  is  launchable  in  a  collapsed  config- 
uration  from  an  aircraft  in  flight  and  deployable  into  an  open 
configuration  in  which  the  target  is  towed  by  the  aircraft  on  a 
tow  line  for  engagement  by  aircraft  during  weapon  firing 
practice.  The  target  comprises  a  support  frame  (11)  having 
pivotal  arms  (14,  15,  16)  pivotally  connected  to  the  rear  end  of 
a  mounting  bar  (12)  and  pivotal  from  collapsed  dispositions  in 
which  they  lie  adjacent  the  mounting  bar  (12),  to  extended 
dispositions  in  which  they  extend  radially  from  the  rear  end  of 
the  bar  (12).  Rear  panels  (20,  21,  22)  of  a  flexible  material  are 
attached  to  the  pivotal  arms  (14,  15,  16)  and  arranged  to  take 
up  a  streaming  configuration  behind  them  when  the  target  is 
deployed  and  the  pivotal  arms  (14,  15,  16)  are  in  their 
extended  dispositions.  A  resilient  ring  is  mounted  on  the 
mounting  bar  (12)  and  compressible  by  the  pivotal  arms  (14, 
15,  16)  when  they  are  moved  to  their  collapsed  dispositions. 
The  pivotal  arms  (14,  15,  16)  are  releasably  held  in  their  col- 
lapsed  dispositions  prior  to  launching  of  the  target  and  are 
after  launching  released  so  as  to  are  deploy  to  their  extended 
dispositions  under  the  biasing  action  of  the  ring. 
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