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57)  A  device  5  for  lifting  a  plant  pot  2  out  of  an  ornamental 
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  A  device  5  for  lifting  a  plant  pot  2  out  of  an  ornamental 
pot  1  comprising  a  bearing  portion  6  and  at  least  one  handle 
portion  7. 

Said  bearing  portion  6  has  been  adapted  to  engage 
about  the  plant  pot  2  while  said  handle  portion  7  has  a  length 
sufficing  to  enable  said  portion  to  project  above  the  rim  of 
the  plant  pot  2. 



The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  d e v i c e   for   l i f t i n g   a  

p l a n t   pot  out  of  an  o r n a m e n t a l   p o t .  

Except   fo r   f l o w e r   boxes ,   in  p r a c t i c e   e x t r e m e l y   g r e a t   q u a n -  

t i t i e s   of  o r n a m e n t a l   p l a n t s   are   kept  and  nu r sed   in  s e p a r a t e  

p l a n t   p o t s ,   which  c o n s i s t   of  a  m o i s t u r e - a b s o r b i n g   c e r a m i c  

m a t e r i a l   or  p l a s t i c s .   S u b s e q u e n t l y ,   sa id   p l a n t   po ts   w i t h  

p l a n t s   a re   d i s p o s e d   in  an  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  to  o b t a i n   an  a t t r a c -  

t i v e   e n t i r e t y .   Said   o r n a m e n t a l   pots   having   v a r i o u s   s i z e s   a n d  

models  a re   be ing   made  in  v a r i o u s   q u a l i t i e s ,   r a n g i n g   from  a  

s imple   m a t e r i a l   to  e x p e n s i v e ,   b e a u t i f u l l y   shaped  Bone  C h i n a .  

Pot  p l a n t s ,   however ,   need  o f t e n   be  r e p o t t e d ,   for   which  p u r p o s e  

p l a n t   po t s   r e q u i r e   to  be  removed  from  used  o r n a m e n t a l   p o t s .  

A f t e r   the  r e p o t t i n g   mos t ly   a  new  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  is  r e q u i r e d ,  

the  d i m e n s i o n s   of  which  should   s u f f i c e   to  c o n v e n i e n t l y   a c c o m -  

m o d a t e t h e   new  p l a n t   pot  with  r e p o t t e d   p l a n t .   When  a  p l a n t   h a s  

a t t a i n e d   a  c e r t a i n   s i z e   a  new  ma tch ing   o r n a m e n t a l   pot  is  a d d i -  

t i o n a l l y   r e q u i r e d ,   so  t h a t   the  r e s p e c t i v e   p l a n t   pot  with  p l a n t  

has  to  be  removed  from  the  f o r m e r l y   used  o r n a m e n t a l   p o t .  



I t   has  been  found  in  p r a c t i c e   t h a t   the  l a t t e r   o p e r a t i o n   i s  

cumbersome,   as  p l a n t   po t s   can  o f t e n   only   d i f f i c u l t l y   be  r e m o v e d  

from  an  o r n a m e n t a l   p o t .  

E f f o r t s   have  been  made  in  p r a c t i c e   to  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y   r emove  

a  p l a n t   and  p l a n t   pot  from  an  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  by  s e i z i n g   t h e  

stem  or  t r u n k   of  the  r e s p e c t i v e   p l a n t ,   b u t i n   many  cases   t h i s  

has  p roved   to  be  i n c o n v e n i e n t ,   as  the  p l a n t   might  get  damaged 

and  the  p l a n t   pot  o f t e n   ge t s   s t u c k   in  the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  a n d  

so  has  to  r emain   t h e r e i n .   When  i t   is  d e s i r e d   to  remove  a  p l a n t  

pot  from  an  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  which  f i t t i n g l y   embraces   the  p l a n t  

po t ,   i t   is  in  many  ca se s   ve ry   h a r d  -   even  in  the  absence   o f  

a  p l a n t   wi th   e a r t h  -   to  e f f e c t i v e l y   a c c o m p l i s h   sa id   removal ,   a s  

the  p l a n t   pot  or  the   o r n a m e n t a l   pot  may  a l s o   get   damaged .  

I t   is   an  o b j e c t   of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   to  f a c i l i t a t e   t h e  

remova l   of  a  p l a n t   pot  from  an  o r n a m e n t a l   pot ,   even  in  c a s e s  

when  the  p l a n t   pot  is  too  smal l   for  the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  and  h a s  

c o n s e q u e n t l y   sunk  d e e p l y   i n t o   the  l a t t e r .  

This   is  a c h i e v e d   a c c o r d i n g   to  the  i n v e n t i o n   wi th   the  aid  o f  

a  d e v i c e   for   l i f t i n g   a  p l a n t   pot  out  of  an  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  w h i c h  

is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  a  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   c o m p r i s i n g   at  l e a s t   o n e  

hand le   p o r t i o n ,   s a i d   b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   hav ing   been  adap t ed   to  e n -  

gags  about   the  p l a n t   pot  and  s a id   hand le   p o r t i o n   having  a  l e n g t h  

s u f f i c i n g   to  e n a b l e   s a id   p o r t i o n   to  p r o j e c t   above  the  rim  of  t h e  

p l a n t   po t .   The  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   and  the  h a n d l e   p o r t i o n   may  c o n -  

s i s t   of  one  s i n g l e   p l a s t i c   mould ing ,   so  t h a t   both  p o r t i o n s   a r e  

i n t e r c o n n e c t e d   in  a  m o n o l i t h i c   manner .   As  a  r e s u l t   t h e r e o f ,   t h e  

a d v a n t a g e   a r i s e s   t h a t   they  can  be  m a n u f a c t u r e d   in  v a r i o u s   d i f f e -  



r e n t   s i z e s ,   a l l o w i n g   a  g iven   c o m b i n a t i o n   of  a  p l a n t   p o t -  

o r n a m e n t a l   pot  to  be  p r o v i d e d   with  the  c o r r e c t   s i z e   of  l i f t i n g  

d e v i c e .  

I t   shou ld   be  noted   t h a t   US  PS  4  223  480  d i s c l o s e s   a  p e r f o r a t e d  

f o l d i n g   member  s u r r o u n d i n g   the  e a r t h   clod  of  an  o r n a m e n t a l  

p l a n t ,   which  member  can  be  e n t i r e l y   d i s p o s e d   w i t h i n   the  i n t e r i o r  

of  a  p l a n t   po t .   Said   member  c o m p r i s e s   two  f i n g e r   g r i p s   which  may 

bear   upon  the  rim  of  a  p l a n t   po t .   The  r e s p e c t i v e   member  i s ,  

however,   not  a d a p t e d   to  remove  a  p l a n t   pot  from  an  o r n a m e n t a l  

p o t .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   is  i l l u s t r a t e d   wi th   r e s p e c t   to  the  a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d rawing ,   w h e r e i n :  

-  Fig.   1  is  an  a x i a l   s e c t i o n   of  an  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  with  a  

l i f t i n g   d e v i c e ,   a  p l a n t   pot  be ing   d i s p o s e d   w i t h i n   the  o r n a m e n t a l  

pot ,   a n d  

-  Fig.   2  is  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  the  l i f t i n g   d e v i c e   as  i l -  

l u s t r a t e d   in  s e c t i o n   in  f i g .   1.  

Fig.   1  i l l u s t r a t e s   a  s e c t i o n a l   view  of  an  o r n a m e n t a l   p o t  1 ,  

which  may  have  an  a r b i t r a r y   model  and  f i t s   about   a  p l a n t   p o t  

2.  As  is  a p p a r e n t   from  the  f i g u r e ,   the  p l a n t   pot  has  sunk  t o o  

deep ly   i n t o   the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  1;  from  t h i s   i t   f o l l o w s   t h a t  

t e n d i n g   the  p l a n t ,   nursed   in  the  p l an t   pot,   is  complex  as  f o r  

t h a t   pu rpose   sa id   pot  2  has  to  be  removed  from  the  o r n a m e n t a l  

pot  1,  which  is  e x t r e m e l y   d i f f i c u l t   and  can  h a r d l y   be  done  w i t h o u t  

the  aid  of  a u x i l i a r y   m e a n s .  

A  broken  l i n e   3  in  f ig .   1  i l l u s t r a t e s   the  upper  edge  of  a  p l a n t  



pot  which  a c c u r a t e l y   f i t s   i n t o   the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  1;  o b v i o u s l y  

sa id   w e l l - f i t t i n g   p l a n t   pot  1  can  a l s o   only  d i f f i c u l t l y   be  

removed  from  the  o r n a m e n t a l   po t .   The  d i m e n s i o n s   of  the   p l a n t  

pot  be ing   too  g r e a t ,   i t s   upper   edge  or  rim  mos t l y   p r o j e c t s   a b o v e  

the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  (see  the  b roken   l i n e   4) .   Apar t   from  the  f a c t  

t h a t   a  p r e t t y   view  is  not  o b t a i n e d   in  t h i s   manner,   a  p l a n t   p o t  

which  is  too  l a r g e ,   may  get  s t u c k   in  the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  w h i c h  

i n v o l v e s   a  complex  removal   from  the  s ame .  

To  so lve   the   a b o v e - d e s c r i b e d   p rob l ems   a c c o r d i n g   to  the  i n v e n t i o n  

a  l i f t i n g   d e v i c e   is  employed,   g e n e r a l l y   r e f e r e n c e d   5.  S a i d  

l i f t i n g   d e v i c e   is  c o n s t i t u t e d   by  a  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   6,  c o m p r i s i n g  

a  h a n d l e   p o r t i o n   7,  s a id   b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   be ing   a d a p t e d   to  e n g a g e  

about   the  p l a n t   pot  2,  the  h a n d l e   p o r t i o n   hav ing   a  l e n g t h   s u f f i -  

c ing  to  e n a b l e   sa id   p o r t i o n   to  p r o j e c t   above  the  rim  of  t h e  

p l a n t   pot .   P r e f e r a b l y   the  h a n d l e   p o r t i o n   7  a d d i t i o n a l l y   p r o j e c t s  

above  the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  1,  as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  f i g .   1.  The  b e a r i n g  

p o r t i o n   c o n s i s t s   of  a  r i g i d   m a t e r i a l   and  has  a  shape  such,   t h a t  

i t   can  r emain   d i s p o s e d   between  the  bot tom  8  of  the   p l a n t   p o t  

and  the  bo t tom  9  of  the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  1.  The  hand le   p o r t i o n  

7  a l s o   c o n s i s t s   of  a  r i g i d   m a t e r i a l   and  is  a d a p t e d   to  the  h e i g h t  

of  the  p l a n t   pot  a n d / o r   the  h e i g h t   of  the  o r n a m e n t a l   po t .   The  

l a t t e r   can  be  e f f e c t e d   by  p r o v i d i n g   l i f t i n g   d e v i c e s   hav ing   d i f -  

f e r i n g   h a n d l e   l e n g t h s ,   or  p a c k a g e s   of  l i f t i n g   d e v i c e s   a d a p t e d  

to  the  d i m e n s i o n s   of  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  p l a n t   pots   and  o r n a m e n t a l  

pots   r a n g i n g   from  s m a l l e r   to  g r e a t e r   s i z e s .  

As  is  a p p a r e n t   from  f i g s .   1  and  2,  the   b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n  6   a n d  

hand le   p o r t i o n   7  are  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d   in  a  m o n o l i t h i c   m a n n e r .  



The  hand le   p o r t i o n   has  a  f l a t   shape  a n d / o r   a  shape  a d a p t e d  

to  the  rounded   shape   of  the  p l a n t   pot ,   wh i l e   the  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n  

6  is  d i s p o s e d   s p a t u l a t e ,   under   an  ang le   with  r e s p e c t   to  t h e  

handle   p o r t i o n   7 .  

The  f u l l   l i n e   in  f i g .   2  i l l u s t r a t e s   t h a t   a  s t r a i g h t   or  c o n -  

s t r i c t e d   hand le   p o r t i o n   7  can  be  used  for  smal l   p l a n t   p o t s ,  

the  d o t t e d   l i n e s   10  i l l u s t r a t i n g   t h a t   p r e f e r a b l y   a  w i d e r  

handle   p o r t i o n   7  can  be  used  for   l a r g e r   p l a n t   po t s ,   s a id   w i d e r  

hand le   p o r t i o n   p r e f e r a b l y   having   been  a d a p t e d   to  the  r o u n d e d  

form  of  a  p o t .  

For  the  pu rpose   of  l e a v i n g   the  bottom  o p e n i n g   of  the  p l a n t  

pot  unengaged ,   the  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   6  c o m p r i s e s   a  p a s s a g e   11 

towards   sa id   o p e n i n g   in  the  bot tom  of  the  p l a n t   pot  to  be  d i s -  

posed  upon  the  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n .   A d d i t i o n a l l y   the  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n  

may  be  p r o v i d e d   wi th   a  smal l   e l e v a t i o n s   or  bu lges   to  p r o v i d e  

a  good  a c c e s s i b i l i t y   to  the  open ing   in  the  bot tom  of  the  p l a n t  

pot  to  enhance   the  p a s s a g e   of  a i r   or  l i q u i d .   In  a  very  s i m p l e  

and  economic  embodiment   the  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   and  the  h a n d l e  

p o r t i o n   c o n s i s t   of  one  i n t e g r a l   p l a s t i c   m o u l d i n g .   Using  t h e  

l i f t i n g   dev i ce   a c c o r d i n g   to  the  i n v e n t i o n   p r o c e e d s   as  f o l l o w s :  

There  is  s e l e c t e d   a  l i f t i n g   dev ice   having   the  d e s i r e d   l e n g t h  

such,  t h a t   the  h a n d l e   p o r t i o n   7  p r o j e c t s   above  the  o r n a m e n t a l  

pot  1,  by  some  c e n t i m e t e r s .   The  p l a n t   pot  2  is  d i s p o s e d   upon 

the  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   6  and  t h i s   e n t i r e t y   is  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y   d i s -  

posed  i n to   an  o r n a m e n t a l   pot .   Removal  of  the  p l an t   pot  from  t h e  

o r n a m e n t a l   pot  o c c u r s   by  l i f t i n g   with  one  hand  the  hand le   p o r -  

t i on   of  the  l i f t i n g   d e v i c e   and  s e i z i n g   with  the  o t h e r   h a n d  



the  p l a n t   pot  2,  as  soon  as  the  same  s u f f i c i e n t l y   p r o j e c t s  

above  the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  1,  so  t h a t   the  former   is  l i f t e d  

and  r e m o v e d .  

It   is  o b s e r v e d   t h a t   the   r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s   in  the  c l a i m s  

are  not  i n t e n d e d   to  r e s t r i c t   the   scope  t h e r e o f ,   but  are  o n l y  

d e n o t e d   for   c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  



1.  A  d e v i c e   5  for  l i f t i n g   a  p l a n t   pot  2  out  of  a n  

o r n a m e n t a l   pot  1,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  a  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   ( 6 ) ,  

c o m p r i s i n g   at  l e a s t   one  hand le   p o r t i o n   (7 ) ,   s a i d   b e a r i n g  

p o r t i o n   h a v i n g   been  a d a p t e d   to  engage  about   the  p l a n t   p o t  

(2)  and  s a i d   h a n d l e   p o r t i o n   (7)  hav ing   a  l e n g t h   s u f f i c i n g  

to  e n a b l e   s a i d   p o r t i o n   to  p r o j e c t   above  the  rim  of  the  p l a n t  

pot  ( 2 ) .  

2.  A  d e v i c e   as  c l a imed   in  c l a im  1,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   i n  

t h a t   the   b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   (6)  c o n s i s t s   of  a  r i g i d   m a t e r i a l  

and  has  a  shape  such,   t h a t   i t   can  remain   d i s p o s e d   b e t w e e n  

the  bo t tom  (8)  of  the  p l a n t   pot  (2)  and  the  bot tom  (9)  o f  

the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  ( 1 ) .  

3.  A  d e v i c e   as  c l a imed   in  c la im  1,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

in  t h a t   the  h a n d l e   p o r t i o n   (7)  c o n s i s t s   of  a  r i g i d   m a t e r i a l  

and  is  a d a p t e d   to  the  h e i g h t   of  the  p l a n t   pot  (2)  a n d / o r  

the  h e i g h t   of  the  o r n a m e n t a l   pot  ( 1 ) .  

4.  A  d e v i c e   as  c l a imed   in  c l a i m s   1-4,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

in  t h a t   the   b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   (6)  and  the  h a n d l e   p o r t i o n   ( 7 )  

are  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d   in  a  m o n o l i t h i c   m a n n e r .  

5.  A  d e v i c e   as  c l a imed   in  any  one  or  s e v e r a l   o f  

c l a ims   1-4,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   the  h a n d l e   p o r t i o n   ( 7 )  

has  a  f l a t   shape  or  a  shape  a d a p t e d   to  the  rounded   form  o f  

the  p l a n t   pot  (2) ,   whi le   the  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   (6)  is  d i s p o s e d  

s p a t u l a t e   under   an  angle   with  r e s p e c t   to  the  h a n d l e   p o r t i o n  

( 7 ) .  



6.  A  d e v i c e   as  c l a imed   in  c l a i m s   1-5,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

in  t h a t   the  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   (6)  c o m p r i s e s   a  p a s s a g e   ( 1 1 )  

t owards   an  o p e n i n g   in  the  bot tom  (8)  of  a  p l a n t   pot  (2)  t o  

be  d i s p o s e d   upon  the  b e a r i n g   p o r t i o n   ( 6 ) .  
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