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(S)  Picture  frame  retaining  clip. 

(st)  A  clip  (1)  for  retaining  a  picture  in  place  in  a  picture 
frame,  which  clip  comprises  a  boss  (2)  having  on  one  end 
portion  a  transversely  extending  elongate  locking  arm  (4) 
and  having  on  the  other  end  portion  a  flange  (3),  the  cross 
sectional  configuration  of  the  boss  being  such  as  to  facilitate 
rotation  of  the  boss  within  a  complementary  hole  (5)  defined 
in  a  backing  substrate  (6)  of  a  picture  frame  so  that  the  arm 
can  be  rotated  to  engage  the  picture  frame,  with  the  flange 
located  on  the  picture  side  of  the  backing  substrate  and  the 
locking  arm  located  on  the  other  side  of  the  backing 
substrate,  whereby  the  picture  is  retained  in  place  by  the 
backing  substrate. 
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T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  c l i p s   and  more  e s p e c i a l l y   i t  

r e l a t e s   to  c l i p s   f o r   r e t a i n i n g   a  p i c t u r e   in  p l a c e   in  a  p i c t u r e  

f r a m e .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a  c l i p   f o r   r e t a i n i n g   a  

p i c t u r e   in  p l a c e   in  a  p i c t u r e   f r a m e   c o m p r i s e s   a  b o s s   h a v i n g   o n  

one  end  p o r t i o n   a  t r a n s v e r s e l y   e x t e n d i n g   e l o n g a t e   l o c k i n g   a r m  

and  h a v i n g   on  the   o t h e r   end  p o r t i o n   a  f l a n g e ,   t he   c r o s s  

s e c t i o n a l   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   of  the   b o s s   b e i n g   such   as  t o  

f a c i l i t a t e   r o t a t i o n   of  t h e   b o s s   w i t h i n   a  c o m p l e m e n t a r y   h o l e  

d e f i n e d   in  a  b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   of  a  p i c t u r e   f r a m e   so  t h a t   t h e  

arm  can  be  r o t a t e d   to  e n g a g e   the   p i c t u r e   f r a m e ,   w i t h   t h e  

f l a n g e   l o c a t e d   on  the  p i c t u r e   s i d e   of  the   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e  

and  the   l o c k i n g   arm  l o c a t e d   on  the   o t h e r   s i d e   of  the   b a c k i n g  

s u b s t r a t e ,   w h e r e b y   the  p i c t u r e   is  r e t a i n e d   in  p l a c e   by  t h e  

b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e .  

A  c l i p   a c c o r d i n g   to  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a f f o r d s   t h e  

a d v a n t a g e   of  e a s e   of  a s s e m b l y   and  e n a b l e s   a  p i c t u r e   to  b e  

r e t a i n e d   w i t h o u t   the  need  f o r   f i x i n g   d e v i c e s   to  be  a t t a c h e d   t o  

the   f r a m e .  

The  word  p i c t u r e   is  used   h e r e i n   g e n e r a l l y   and  i n c l u d e s  

p h o t o g r a p h s ,   p r i n t s ,   s k e t c h e s ,   p a i n t i n g s   and  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  

The  f l a n g e   w i l l   n o r m a l l y   be  t h i n   e n o u g h   to  b e  

a c c o m m o d a t e d   b e t w e e n   the   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   and  a  p i c t u r e ,  

a l t h o u g h   in  an  a l t e r n a t i v e   e m b o d i m e n t   the  b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e  

may  be  r e l i e v e d   so  as  to  a c c o m m o d a t e   the   f l a n g e .  



The  b o s s   is   p r e f e r a b l y   c y l i n d r i c a l .  

The  f l a n g e   may  be  a r r a n g e d   to  e x t e n d   a r o u n d   a  p a r t   o n l y  

of  t h e   c y l i n d r i c a l   s u r f a c e   of  the   b o s s   w h e r e b y   i n s e r t i o n   o f  

t h e   c l i p   i n t o   the   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   f rom  the   p i c t u r e   s i d e  

t h e r e o f   i s   f a c i l i a t e d   so  t h a t   the   f l a n g e   l i e s   f l a t   a g a i n s t   t h e  

b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e .  

The  l o c k i n g   arm  may  be  c r a n k e d   so  as  n o r m a l l y   to  e x t e n d  

f rom  t h e   c o m p l e m e n t a r y   h o l e   in  s p a c e d   a p a r t   r e l a t i o n s h i p   w i t h  

t h e   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   so  t h a t   d e f o r m a t i o n   of  the   l o c k i n g   a r m  

t o w a r d s   t he   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   is  f a c i l i t a t e d   w h e r e b y   t h e  

s p r i n g i n e s s   of  the   arm  is  used  to  r e t a i n   t he   l o c k i n g   arm  i n  

l o c k i n g   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   p i c t u r e   f r a m e .  

The  l o c k i n g   arm  may  i n c l u d e   a  h o l e   or  a  r e c e s s   from  w h i c h  

t h e   p i c t u r e   may  be  h u n g .  

The  h o l e   may  be  a  g e n e r a l l y   t r i a n g u l a r   h o l e   w i t h   the   a p e x  

of  t h e   h o l e   p o i n t i n g   t o w a r d s   t h a t   end  of  the   l o c k i n g   arm  w h i c h  

is   r e m o t e   f rom  the   b o s s .  

The  c l i p   may  be  f o r m e d   f rom  a  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   such  a s  

a b s o r   n y l o n .  

One  e m b o d i m e n t   of  the   i n v e n t i o n   w i t h   now  be  d e s c r i b e d  

s o l e l y   by  way  of  e x a m p l e   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t he   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s   in  w h i c h :  

F i g u r e   1  is   a  f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n   of  a  c l i p   f o r   r e t a i n i n g   a  

p i c t u r e   in  p l a c e   in  a  p i c t u r e   f r a m e ;  

F i g u r e   2  is   a  s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of  the   c l i p   shown  in  F i g u r e  

1,  a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   an  a s e m b l y   c o m p r i s i n g   a  p i c t u r e   f r a m e ,   a  

b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e ,   a  p i c t u r e   and  g l a s s   each   of  w h i c h   a re   s h o w n  

in  s e c t i o n ;   a n d  



F i g u r e   3  is   a  back   v iew  of  a  p i c t u r e   f r ame   to  which   f o u r  

c l i p s   as  shown  in  F i g u r e s   1  a n d   2  a r e   f i t t e d .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to  the   d r a w i n g s ,   a  p l a s t i c s   m o u l d e d   p i c t u r e  

f r a m e   c l i p   1  c o m p r i s e s   a  g e n e r a l l y   c y l i n d r i c a l   bos s   2  h a v i n g  

a t   one  end  a  f l a n g e   3  and  a t   the   o t h e r   end  a  t r a n s v e r s e l y  

e x t e n d i n g   e l o n g a t e   l o c k i n g   arm  4.  As  shown  in  F i g u r e   2,  t h e  

c l i p   1  is  f i t t e d   in  a  h o l e   5  in  a  c a r d b o a r d   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e  

6,  t he   d i a m e t e r   of  t he   h o l e   5  b e i n g   s l i g h t l y   l a r g e r   t h a n   t h e  

d i a m e t e r   of  the   b o s s   2  w h e r e b y   the   b o s s   2  s e r v e s   in  e f f e c t   a s  

a  s p i n d l e   w h i c h   f a c i l i t a t e s   r o t a t i o n   of  the   l o c k i n g   arm  4.  As  

shown  in  F i g u r e   2,  t he   f l a n g e   3  is  a r r a n g e d   to  be  r e l a t i v e l y  

t h i n   so  t h a t   i t   can  be  s a n d w i c h e d   b e t w e e n   the   b a c k i n g  

s u b s t r a t e   6  and  a  p i c t u r e   7  r e t a i n e d   in  a  wooden  or  p l a s t i c s  

p i c t u r e   f r a m e   8  b e t w e e n   the   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   6  and  a  g l a s s  

s h e e t   9.  The  f l a n g e   3  is   p a r t   c i r c u l a r   so  t h a t   i n s e r t i o n   o f  

t h e   c l i p   1  i n t o   t he   h o l e   of  the   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   6  i s  

f a c i l i t a t e d   w i t h o u t   the   need  to  bend  or  d e f o r m   the  f l a n g e   3 .  

I t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   the   g l a s s   s h e e t   9  is  o p t i o n a l  

and  in  an  a l t e r n a t i v e   a r r a n g e m e n t   may  be  o m i t t e d .  

As  shown  in  F i g u r e   2  the   l o c k i n g   arm  4  is  c r a n k e d   so  t h a t  

an  end  p a r t   10  of  t he   l o c k i n g   arm  4  is   s p a c e d   a p a r t   from  t h e  

b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   6.  In  use  of  the   c l i p   1,  in  o r d e r   to  l o c k  

t h e   l o c k i n g   arm  4  to  the   f r ame   8,  a  g r o o v e   11  is  p r o v i d e d   i n  

t he   f r a m e   8  so  t h a t   when  p r e s s u r e   is  a p p l i e d   to  an  end  p o r t i o n  

10  of  the  l o c k i n g   arm  4  in  the   d i r e c t i o n   of  an  a r r o w   12,  t h e  

l o c k i n g   arm  4  w i l l   be  c o n s t r a i n e d   to  d e f o r m   t o w a r d s   t h e  



b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   6  so  t h a t   i t   w i l l   t h e n   e n g a g e   the  g r o o v e   11  

when  r o t a t e d .   The  c l i p   1  is  p r e f e r a b l y   m o u l d e d   from  a  

r e s i l i e n t   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  due  to  t he   s p r i n g y   n a t u r e   o f  

t h e   m a t e r i a l ,   t he   l o c k i n g   arm  4  w i l l   be  r e t a i n e d   by  f r i c t i o n  

in  t h e   g r o o v e   1 1 .  

By  p r o v i d i n g   f o u r   c l i p s   13,  14,  15  and  16  as  shown  i n  

F i g u r e   3,  a  p i c t u r e   may  be  s i m p l y   r e t a i n e d   in  the   f r ame   8 

w i t h o u t   the   need   f o r   r e t a i n i n g   c l i p s   to  be  a t t a c h e d   to  t h e  

f r a m e   8 .  

I t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   the   c l i p s   13,   14,  15  and  16 

may  v e r y   q u i c k l y   and  e a s i l y   be  i n s e r t e d   in  t he   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   6 

w h e r e b y   r a p i d   and  s i m p l e   a s s e m b l y   of  a  f r a m e d   p i c t u r e   can  b e  

e f f e c t e d .  

In  o r d e r   to  f a c i l i t a t e   h a n g i n g   of  a  p i c t u r e   r e t a i n e d   b y  

c l i p s   as  h e r e i n b e f o r e   d e s c r i b e d   the   c l i p   1  is  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  

g e n e r a l l y   t r i a n g u l a r   h o l e   17  w h i c h   can  be  u sed   to  r e c e i v e  

h a n g i n g   m e a n s   s u c h   as  a  hook  ( n o t   s h o w n ) .  



1.  A  c l i p   f o r   r e t a i n i n g   a  p i c t u r e   in  p l a c e   in  a  p i c t u r e  

f r a m e ,   w h i c h   c l i p   c o m p r i s e s   a  b o s s   h a v i n g   on  one  e n d  p o r t i o n  a  

t r a n s v e r s e l y   e x t e n d i n g   e l o n g a t e   l o c k i n g   arm  and  h a v i n g   on  t h e  

o t h e r   end  p o r t i o n   a  f l a n g e ,   t he   c r o s s   s e c t i o n a l   c o n f i g u r a t i o n  

of  the  bos s   b e i n g   s u c h   as  to  f a c i l i t a t e   r o t a t i o n   o f  t h e   b o s s  

w i t h i n   a  c o m p l e m e n t a r y   h o l e   d e f i n e d   in  a  b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   o f  

a  p i c t u r e   f r a m e   so  t h a t   the   arm  can  be  r o t a t e d   to  e n g a g e   t h e  

p i c t u r e   f r a m e ,   w i t h   t he   f l a n g e   l o c a t e d   on  the   p i c t u r e   s i d e   o f  

t h e   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   and  the   l o c k i n g   arm  l o c a t e d   on  the   o t h e r  

s i d e   of  t h e   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e ,   w h e r e b y   the   p i c t u r e   is  r e t a i n e d  

in  p l a c e   by  the   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e .  

2.  A  c l i p   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1  w h e r e i n   the   f l a n g e   is  t h i n  

e n o u g h   to  be  a c c o m m o d a t e d   b e t w e e n   the   b a c k i n g   s u b s t r a t e   a n d  

a  p i c t u r e .  

3.  A  c l i p   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1  or  c l a i m   2  w h e r e i n   the   b o s s  

is   c y l i n d r i c a l .  

4.  A  c l i p   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   3  w h e r e i n   the   f l a n g e   i s  

a r r a n g e d   to  e x t e n d   a r o u n d   a  p a r t   o n l y   of  the   c y l i n d r i c a l  

s u r f a c e   of  the   b o s s .  

5.  A  c l i p   as  c l a i m e d   in  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m   w h e r e i n   t h e  

l o c k i n g   arm  is  c r a n k e d .  



6.  A  c l i p   as  c l a i m e d   in   any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m   w h e r e i n   t h e  

l o c k i n g   arm  i n c l u d e s   a  h o l e   or   r e c e s s   f r o m   w h i c h   t h e   p i c t u r e  

may  be  h u n g .  

7.  A  c l i p   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   6  w h e r e i n   t h e   h o l e   i s   a  

g e n e r a l l y   t r i a n g u l a r   h o l e   w i t h   t h e   a p e x   o f   t h e   h o l e   p o i n t i n g  

t o w a r d s   t h a t   end   of   t h e   l o c k i n g  a r m   w h i c h   i s   r e m o t e   f rom  t h e  

b o s s .  
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