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@ Insulation displacement terminal for an electrical connector and environmental sealing means therefor.

@ A collapsible insulation displacement terminal (10a or
10b), responsive to an actuating force directed along the
length of a wire (39) received in the terminal, includes a
metallic body with a pair of side portions (19) positionable on
opposite sides of an insulation covered wire (39). Each side
portion includes a weakened intermediate region with an
aperture (20 see Figure 1) defind therein. When the terminal
is compressed by a force applied generally paralle! to the
length of the wire, the intermediate regions (19) collapse
inwardly of the terminal body toward one ancther. In the
process, a contact edge defined by the apertures (20) severs
the insulation covering the wire and produces an electrical
connection between the central core of the wire and the
terminal. In a further embodiment, the positions of the
intermediate regions (19) of the side portions may be offset
with respect to one another so that the two intermediate
portions do not interfere with one another during their
inward severing action, The terminal may be adapted for use
with a coaxial cable wherein the intermediate portions {19)
produce an electrical connection ony with the shielding
conductor of the cable. A dielectric housing (30 see also
Figure 2) for the terminal may include pre-assembled sealing
means (32, 33) through which the wire (38) is inserted prior
to application of the collapsing force to the terminal.
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