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@ Recombinant plasmid containing hepatitis B virus gene, yeast transformed with said recombinant plasmid, and

production of hepatitis B virus surface antigen.

@ Described are recombinant plasmids containing a Hep-
atitis B virus gene, which comprises a plasmid vector con-
taining a yeast derived DNA and a £. coli derived DNA and
carrying the expression controf region of the repressibie acid

_ phosphatase gene of yeast and a Hepatitis B virus gene re-

combined thereto under control of the phsophatase pro-
moter, a transformed yeast which is prepared by

. transforming a yeast with the recombinant plasmid, and a

method of the production of Hepatitis B virus surface antigen
in a large scale by cultivating the transformed yeast in a

medium. The Hapatitis B virus surface antigen prepared by

the present invention has the same immunological properties
as those of the natural antigen from human blood plasma
and is useful for the preparation of Hepatitis B virus vaccine
and diagnostic reagents.
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