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649 Open mesh belt bonded fabric.

@ A process for making an open-mesh belt bonded fabric (zﬁ

comprising superimposing a web (24) containing conjugate

fibres on a moving open-mesh belt (40) and applying forced

heated air to the exposed surface of the web to bend the

fibres adjacent the open areas into the open areas and fuse

the low-melting point component of the conjugate fibres,

thereby bonding the fibres of the web according to the
pattern of the open-mesh belt.

A perforated belt (28) can be used to apply the web (24)

€D against the open-mesh belt {40), on the periphery of drum

(12).
< A high-loft, low-density non-woven fabric (50) is obtai-
ned, comprising puffed regions (54) separated by compres-
sed regions (56).
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