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©  Replaceable  lacing  means. 

Q>v)  Replaceable  lacing  means,  comprising  a  ribbon  made  of 
two  parts  (8-9)  fixed  to  one  another  such  as  by  sewing,  the 
first  of  said  parts  being  one  part  of  a  hook  and  loop  fastener 
and  the  second  of  said  parts  being  the  other  part  of  said 
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@  Replaceable  lacing  means,  comprising  a  ribbon  made  of 
two  parts  (8-9)  fixed  to  one  another  such  as  by  sewing,  the 
first  of  said  parts  being  one  part  of  a  hook  and  loop  fastener 
and  the  second  of  said  parts  being  the  other  part  of  said 
fastener,  said  ribbon  being  intended  to  be  slid  through  two 
slots  (4-5)  provided  to  this  end  in  the  elements  (2-3)  to  be  tied 
together,  one  end  of  said  ribbon  being  provided  with  an 
abutment  means  (10),  at  least  one  dimension  of  which  being 
larger  than  the  corresponding  dimension  of  said  slots  (4-5). 



The  i n v e n t i o n   p e r t a i n s   to   a  r e p l a c e a b l e   l a c i n g   m e a n s ,  
u s a b l e   to   two  e l e m e n t s   t o g e t h e r   i n   an  e a s y   and   f a s t   m a n n e r  

and  e s p e c i a l l y   u s e f u l l   i n   t h o s e   c a s e s   w h e r e   t h e   l a c i n g   m e a n s  
i s   e x p e c t e d   to   have   a  s h o r t e r   l i f e   t h a n   t h e  e l e m e n t s   to   b e  

t i e d   t o g e t h e r .  

A  t y p i c a l   a p p l i c a t i o n   o f   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   t h e   s h o e   i n d u s t r y  

and  e s p e c i a l l y   in   t h e   f i e l d   of  l e i s u r e   w e a r   w h e r e   u se   i s  

o f t e n   made  of   hook   and  l o o p   f a s t e n e r s ,   i n s t e a d   of   s h o e l a c e s ,  

b u c k l e s   or   s i m i l a r .  

A l t h o u g h   known  hook  and  l o o p   f a s t e n e r s   a r e   q u i t e   e f f i c i e n t ,  

t h e y   h a v e   g e n e r a l l y   a  s h o r t e r   u s e f u l l  l i f e   t h a n   t h a t   o f  

t h e   s h o e s   t h e m s e l v e s .  A s   a t   l e a s t   one  p a r t   o f   s a i d   f a s t e -  

n e r   i s   sewn  to   t h e   s h o e s ,   t h i s   p o s e s   a  p r o b l e m .  

The  o b j e c t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   to   s o l v e   s a i d   p r o b l e m   by  p r o -  

v i d i n g   a  hook   and  loop   t y p e   l a c i n g   means   w h i c h   can   e a s i l y  

be  r e p l a c e d   w h e n e v e r   n e c e s s a r y .  

To  t h i s   end ,   t h e   r e p l a c e a b l e   l a c i n g   means   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   c o m p r i s e s   a  r i b b o n   made  of   two  p a r t s   f i x e d   t o  

one  a n o t h e r   s u c h   as  by  s e w i n g ,   t h e   f i r s t   of  s a i d   p a r t s  

b e i n g   one  p a r t   of  a  hook   and  l o o p   f a s t e n e r   and  t h e   s e c o n d  

of   s a i d   p a r t s   b e i n g   t h e   o t h e r   p a r t   of   s a i d   f a s t e n e r ,   s a i d  

r i b b o n   b e i n g   i n t e n d e d   to   be  s l i d   t h r o u g h   two  s l o t s   p r o v i -  

ded  to   t h i s   end  in   t h e   e l e m e n t   to   be  t i e d   t o g e t h e r ,   o n e  

end  of   s a i d   r i b b o n   b e i n g   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   an  a b u t m e n t   m e a n s ,  



a t   l e a s t   one  d i m e n s i o n   o f   w h i c h   b e i n g   l a r g e r   t h a n   t h e   c o r r e s -  

p o n d i n g   d i m e n s i o n   o f   s a i d   s l o t s .  

F o r   m o r e   c l a r i t y ,   one  e m b o d i m e n t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   d e s -  

c r i b e d   h e r e i n a f t e r   by  way  o f   non  l i m i t a t i v e   e x a m p l e ,   w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e   a p p e n d e d   d r a w i n g s   w h e r e i n  :  

f i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of   a  s h o e   e q u i p p e d   w i t h  

a  r e p l a c e a b l e   l a c i n g   means   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n -  

t i o n ;   a n d  

f i g u r e   2  shows  a t   an  e n l a r g e d   s c a l e ,   t h e   p a r t   of   f i -  

g u r e   1  i n d i c a t e d   by  F 2 .  

The  s h o e   1  shown  i n   f i g u r e   1  has   an  u p p e r   h a v i n g   two  s i d e s  

2  and   3  w h i c h   h a v e   t o   be   t i e d   or   l a c e d   t o g e t h e r .   Each   s i d e  

i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s l o t ,   4  and  5  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

The  l a c i n g   means   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   g e n e r a l l y   i n -  

d i c a t e d   as  6  and  has   t h e   g e n e r a l   s h a p e   o f   a  r i b b o n   i n t e n d e d  

t o  b e   s l i d   t h r o u g h   s a i d   s l o t s   4  and  5.  The  r i b b o n   6  i s   m a d e  

of   two  p a r t s   8  and  9  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   f i x e d   t o g e t h e r   f o r   i n -  

s t a n c e   by  s e w i n g ,   as  i n d i c a t e d   in   7.  P a r t s   8  and  9  c o r r e s -  

p o n d   t o   t h e   two  p a r t s   o f   a  w e l l   known  h o o k   and  l o o p   f a s t e -  

n e r .  

The  f r e e   e x t r e m i t y   of   p a r t   8  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   an  a b u t m e n t  

10,  t h e   l e n g t h   of   w h i c h   b e i n g   g r e a t e r   t h a n   t h a t   of   t h e   s l o t s  

4  and   5.  In  a n o t h e r   e m b o d i m e n t ,   t h e   w i d t h   o f   a b u t m e n t   1 0  

c o u l d   be  g r e a t e r   t h a n   t h a t   o f   s a i d   s l o t s .  

I t   w i l l   be  s e e n   t h a t   t h e   l a c i n g   means   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n -  

v e n t i o n   i s   p a r t i c u l a r i l y   e a s y   to   u s e   and  to   r e p l a c e   w h e n  

n e c e s s a r y .   Due  to   a b u t m e n t   10,  t h e   s i d e s   o f   t h e   shoe   u p p e r  

c an   be  e a s i l y   d r a w n   t o g e t h e r   w i t h   one  h a n d .  

I t   i s   c l e a r   t h a t   t h e   u s e   o f   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   n o t   l i m i t e d   t o  

s h o e s ,   n u m e r o u s   o t h e r   a p p l i c a t i o n s   b e i n g   p o s s i b l e .  



1 . -   R e p l a c e a b l e   l a c i n g   m e a n s ,   c o m p r i s i n g   a  r i b b o n  m a d e   o f  

two  p a r t s   ( 8 - 9 )   f i x e d   to  one  a n o t h e r   s u c h   as  by  s e w i n g ,   t h e  

f i r s t   of  s a i d   p a r t s   b e i n g   one  p a r t   of   a  hook   and  l o o p   f a s -  

t e n e r   and  t h e   s e c o n d   of   s a i d   p a r t s   b e i n g   t h e   o t h e r   p a r t   o f  

s a i d   f a s t e n e r ,   s a i d   r i b b o n   b e i n g   i n t e n d e d   to   be  s l i d   t h r o u g h  

two  s l o t s   ( 4 - 5 )   p r o v i d e d   to   t h i s   end  in   t h e   e l e m e n t s   ( 2 - 3 )  

to  be  t i e d   t o g e t h e r ,   one  end  of   s a i d   r i b b o n   b e i n g   p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   an  a b u t m e n t   means   ( 1 0 ) ,   a t   l e a s t   one  d i m e n s i o n   of   w h i c h  

b e i n g   l a r g e r   t h a n   t h e   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   d i m e n s i o n   of   s a i d   s l o t s  

( 4 - 5 ) .  

2 . -   R e p l a c e a b l e   l a c i n g   means   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1,  w h e r e i n  

t h e   l e n g t h   o f   s a i d   a b u t m e n t   means   (10)   i s   g r e a t e r   t h a n  

t h a t   of  s a i d   s l o t s   ( 4 - 5 ) .  

3 . -   R e p l a c e a b l e   l a c i n g   means   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1,  w h e r e i n  

t h e   w i d t h   o f   s a i d   a b u t m e n t   means   (10)   i s   g r e a t e r   t h a n   t h a t  

of  s a i d   s l o t s   ( 4 - 5 ) .  
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