
J »  

Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets 

0  1 1 1   6 6 7  

A 3  

00  Publication  number: 

EUROPEAN  PATENT  APPLICATION 

©  int.  a.*:  B  41  J  13 /00  
B  41  J  13/22 

@  Application  number:  83110303.1 

@  Date  of  filing:  17.10.83 

Qo)  Priority:  20.12.82  US  451650 (ti)  Applicant:  International  Business  Machines  Corporation 
Old  Orchard  Road 
Armonk,  N.Y.I  0504(US) 

@  Inventor:  Hunt,  Ronald  Eugene 
211  Buck  Bend 
Georgetown  Texas  78  626(US) 

@  Representative:  Bonin,  Jean-Jacques 
Compagnie  IBM  France  D6partement  de  Propri6te 
Industrielle 
F-06610  La  Gaude(FR) 

(<3)  Date  of  publication  of  application: 
27.06.84  Bulletin  84/26 

@  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  search  report:  23.10.85 

@  Designated  Contracting  States: 
DE  FR  GB  IT 

@  High  speed  printer  or  the  like. 
@  The  present  printer  comprises  a  cylindrical  drum  (9) 
rotatable  around  its  axis,  clamping  means  (51)  to  hold  a 
sheet  of  paper  around  the  drum  in  a  skewed  manner,  and  a 
printing  head  (17)  mounted  on  a  lead  screw  (12)  for 
movement  along  a  rectilinear  path  extending  parallely  to  the 
drum  axis,  to  print  characters  on  the  sheet  (50). 

A  motor  (1)  controls  the  continuous  rotation  of  both  the 
drum  (1)  and  the  lead  screw  (12)  in  such  a  way  that  the  head 
describes  a  spiral  line  with  respect  to  the  drum,  and  when  the 
head  has  printed  a  line  of  text  it  is  automatically  indexed, 
without  any  specific  command,  to  print  the  following  line. 
The  printer  also  comprises  means  for  loading  and  unloading 
a  sheet  of  paper,  which  are  also  controlled  by  the  same 
motor  during  a  complete  back  and  forth  cycle  of  rotation  of 
said  motor. 
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