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©  Drapery. 
  A  drapery  for  suspending  from  a  curtain  rod  (18) 
comprises  a  plurality  of  parallel  rigidized  panels  (12)  of  which 
adjacent  panels  are  hingedly  joined  to  each  other  along  their 
adjacent  edges  (14).  A  means  such  as  loops  (16)  for 
suspending  said  drapery  from  the  curtain  rod  (18)  is 
provided. 

When  the  drapery  is  folded,  the  adjacent  panels  fold  one 
upon  the  other,  and  when  the  drapery  is  extended,  the 
adjacent  panels  form  a  continuous  drapery. 





T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   d r a p e r y ,   t y p i c a l l y  

f o r   w i n d o w s ,   w h i c h   i s   c o m p r i s e d   of  a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

p a n e l s ,   and  m a y  b e   hung  on  a  c u r t a i n   r o d .  

T h e r e   a r e   n u m e r o u s   t y p e s   of  c u r t a i n s   a n d  

d r a p e r y   known  in  t h e   a r t .   One  p a r t i c u l a r   t y p e   o f  

c u r t a i n   i s   a  c o n t i n u o u s   f a b r i c   t y p e   c u r t a i n   w h i c h  

i s   j o i n e d   to  a  c u r t a i n   rod   by  hooks   or  s l i d e s .   T h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r   t y p e   of  c u r t a i n   has  s e v e r a l   u n d e s i r a b l e  

f e a t u r e s .   P r i n c i p a l   among  t h e s e   i s   t h e   f a c t   t h a t  

i t   i s   d i f f i c u l t   to  open   t h e   d r a p e   or  c u r t a i n   b e c a u s e  

t h e   f a b r i c   does   no t   have   f o l d a b l e   p l e a t s   t h e r e i n .  

A t t e m p t s   to   r e s o l v e   t h i s   have   i n c l u d e d   p l e a t i n g   o r  

p i n n i n g   of  t h e   c u r t a i n   a t   t h e   t op   of  t h e   f a b r i c  t o  

f a c i l i t a t e   o p e n i n g   of  t h e   c u r t a i n .   A n o t h e r   d r a w b a c k  

of  t h i s   c o n s t r u c t i o n   i s   t h a t   u n l e s s   t h e   e n t i r e   f a b r i c  

i s   made  d i a p h a n o u s ,   or  " s e e   t h r o u g h " ,   such   a  c u r t a i n  

w i l l   no t   t r a n s m i t   l i g h t .   I f   t h e   c u r t a i n   i s  m a d e   c o m -  

p l e t e l y   d i a p h a n o u s ,   t h e n   i t   i s   p o s s i b l e   f o r   p e r s o n s  

on  t h e   o u t s i d e   to  l o o k   i n .   T h i s   may  b e  u n d e s i r a b l e .  

A n o t h e r   t y p e   of  d r a p e r y   i s   known  as  " v e r t i c a l  

b l i n d s " .   These   " b l i n d s "   c o n s i s t   of  a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

p a r a l l e l   r i g i d i z e d   p a n e l s   w h i c h   a r e   j o i n e d   to   e a c h  

- o t h e r ,   t y p i c a l l y   a t   t h e   t o p s   and  b o t t o m s ,   by  a  p l u r a l i t y  

of  c h a i n s   wh ich   p e r m i t   t h e i r   o p e n i n g   and  c l o s i n g   u p o n  
one  a n o t h e r .   The  p a n e l s   a l s o   s l i d e   upon  a  t r a c k   a t  

t h e   t op   a n d / o r   b o t t o m .   One  of  t h e   m a j o r   d r a w b a c k s  

of  t h i s   t y p e   of  d r a p e r y  i s   t h a t   t h e   m e c h a n i s m s r e q u i r e d  

a r e   f a i r l y   c o m p l i c a t e d   and  a r e   p r o n e   to  m a l f u n c t i o n .  

I t  i s   an  o b j e c t   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   to   p r o v i d e  

a  d u r a b l e . ,   r e l a t i v e l y - i n e x p e n s i v e   d r a p e r y   w h i c h   d o e s  

n o t   s u f f e r   f rom  t h e   d i s a d v a n t a g e s   of  known  d r a p e r y ,  

in   p a r t i c u l a r   i t  d o e s   n o t  w r i n k l e ,   does   no t   r e q u i r e  

p i n n i n g   to   make  t he   d r a p e r y   f a l l   in  a  p r o p e r   f a s h i o n ,  



and  i s   e x t r e m e l y   f l e x i b l e .  

A  f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   i s  

to   p r o v i d e   a  d r a p e r y   w h i c h   can  be  e a s i l y   a n d  

i n e x p e n s i v e l y   i n s t a l l e d ,   and  has   a  min imum  of  a s s o c i a t e d  

h a r d w a r e   and  can   be  m o u n t e d   to   s i m p l e   f i t t i n g s   w e l l  

known  in   t h e   a r t .  

I t   i s   a  f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n  

to   p r o v i d e   a  d r a p e r y   w h i c h   does   n o t   r e q u i r e   an  e l a b o r a t e  

m o u n t i n g   t r a c k ,   i s   r e l a t i v e l y   l i g h t   in   w e i g h t   a n d  

d o e s   n o t   r e q u i r e   p e r i o d i c   p r e s s i n g  o r   p i n n i n g   to  c r e a t e  

and  m a i n t a i n   t h e   p l e a t s   f o r   f o l d i n g .  

I t   i s   s t i l l   a  f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n  

to   p r o v i d e   a  d r a p e r y   by  w h i c h   t h e   same  d r a p e   can  b e  

u s e d   to   c o v e r   a  w i d e   and  v a r i a b l e   a r e a   d e p e n d i n g   u p o n  

how  f a r   t h e   d r a p e r y   i s   e x t e n d e d .  

I t   i s   a n o t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n  

to   p r o v i d e   a  d r a p e r y   w h i c h   can  be  m o u n t e d   on  t h e   w e l l  

known  p l a i n   c u r t a i n   r o d ,   i s  r e l a t i v e l y   i n e x p e n s i v e  

to   m a n u f a c t u r e ,   has   a  r e l a t i v e l y   w i d e   v a r i e t y   of  u s e s , -  
and  can   be  u s e d   f o r   f u l l   l e n g t h   or   s h o r t   l e n g t h  d r a p e s .  

I t   i s   s t i l l   a n o t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n  

t o   p r o v i d e  a   d r a p e r y   w h i c h   c o v e r s   a  w i d e   a r e a   a n d  

can  be  o p e n e d   f rom  e i t h e r   end  or  f rom  t h e   m i d d l e   a n d  

i s   e x t r e m e l y   f l e x i b l e   as  to   t h e   m a n n e r   of  m o u n t i n g .  

I t   i s   a  f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n  

to   p r o v i d e   a  d r a p e r y   w h i c h   can   be  e a s i l y   r e m o v e d   a n d  

m o u n t e d .  

I t   i s   a  f u r t h e r   o b j e c t  o f   t h i s   i n v e n t i o n  

to   p r o v i d e   a  d r a p e r y   o f  w h i c h  a   m i n o r   p o r t i o n   i s  

d i a p h a n o u s ,   t h u s   p e r m i t t i n g   l i g h t   to   p a s s   t h e r e t h r o u g h ,  

and  a  m a j o r   p o r t i o n  i s   i m p e r m e a b l e   to   l i g h t  t o   p r e v e n t  

p e r s o n s   f rom  l o o k i n g   t h e r e t h r o u g h .  



A c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   a  d r a p e r y   h a v i n g  

a  p l u r a l i t y   of  p a r a l l e l  r i g i d i z e d   p a n e l s   i s   c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

in  t h a t   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   a r e   h i n g e d l y   j o i n e d   t o ' e a c h  

o t h e r   a l o n g   t h e i r   a d j a c e n t   e d g e s   and  h a n g i n g   m e a n s  

i s   p r o v i d e d   f o r   s u s p e n d i n g   s a i d   d r a p e r y   f rom  a  c u r t a i n  

r o d  s o   t h a t   when  t h e   d r a p e r y   i s   f o l d e d ,   a d j a c e n t  

p a n e l s   f o l d   one  upon  t h e   o t h e r ,   and  when  t he   d r a p e r y  

i s   e x t e n d e d ,   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   for.m  a  c o n t i n u o u s   d r a p e r y .  

A  p r a c t i c a l   e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

i s   i l l u s t r a t e d   in   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s   in  w h i c h : -  

F i g .   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew  of  a  d r a p e r y  

h a n g i n g   on  a  c u r t a i n   r o d ,  

F i g .   2  i s   a  t o p   v i ew  of  t h e   d r a p e r y   e x t e n d e d  

( s o l i d   l i n e s )   and  f o l d e d   ( d o t t e d   l i n e s ) ,  

F i g .   3  i s   a  f r o n t   v i ew  of  t h e   d r a p e r y ,  

F i g .   4  i s   a  t o p   v i ew  of  a  p o r t i o n  o f   t h e  

d r a p e r y   s h o w i n g   two  a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   a n d  

F i g .   5  i s   a  s i d e   v i ew   of  t h e   d r a p e r y   s h o w i n g  

two  a d j a c e n t . p a n e l s .  

In  t h e   d r a w i n g s   a  d r a p e r y   10  i s   p r o v i d e d  

c o m p r i s i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  p a r a l l e l   r i g i d i z e d   p a n e l s  

12.  A d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   12  a r e   h i n g e d l y   j o i n e d   to   o n e  

a n o t h e r   a l o n g   t h e i r   a d j a c e n t   e d g e s   14.  A  m e a n s ,   e . g .  

l o o p   16,  i s   p r o v i d e d   f o r   h a n g i n g  s a i d   d r a p e r y   10  o n  

a  c u r t a i n   rod  18.  When  t h e   d r a p e r y   10  i s   f o l d e d ,  

t h e   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   12  f o l d   one  upon  t h e   o t h e r  ( F i g .  

4  -   d o t t e d   l i n e s . ) ,   and  when  t h e   d r a p e r y   10  i s   e x t e n d e d ,  
t h e   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   12  fo rm  a  c o n t i n u o u s   d r a p e r y  

( F i g s .   1  and  3 ) .  

As  i s   shown  more  c l e a r l y   in  F i g s .  4  a n d  

5  t h e   p a n e l s   12  a r e   f a b r i c . p a n e l s   w h i c h   a r e   t h i c k  

e n o u g h   t o . b e   c o n s i d e r e d   " r i g i d i z e d " .   By  t h e   t e r m  

" r i g i d i z e d "  a s   u s e d   h e r e i n ,   i t   i s   m e a n t  t h a t   t h e  

p a n e l   12  i s   s u f f i c i e n t l y   r i g i d   to   fo rm  a  p l a n a r   p a n e l  



w i t h o u t   s u b s t a n t i a l   f o l d s   or  c r e a s e s   t h e r e i n   to  p e r m i t  

a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   12  t o   f o l d   one  upon   t h e   o t h e r   w h e n  

t h e   d r a p e r y   i s   f o l d e d   ( s e e   F i g .   4  -   d o t t e d   l i n e s ) ,  

and  when  t h e   d r a p e r y   i s   e x t e n d e d ,   t h e   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s  

f o r m   a  c o n t i n u o u s   d r a p e r y .   T h i s   r e q u i r e s   a  c e r t a i n  

d e n s i t y   of  f a b r i c   f o r   a l l  f a b r i c   p a n e l s   12.  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  

t h e   p a n e l s   f o r m   a  c o n t i n u o u s   d r a p e r y .   T h i s   r e q u i r e s  

a  c e r t a i n   d e n s i t y   of  f a b r i c   f o r   a l l   f a b r i c   p a n e l s  

12.  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   p a n e l s   can  be  f a b r i c  

c o v e r e d   p l a n a r   c o r e s   w h e r e i n   t h e   c o r e   i s   made  of  a  

t h i n   s h e e t   m e t a l   o r   p o l y m e r i c   m a t e r i a l .   T h i s   l a t t e r  

t y p e   p a n e l   ( n o t   shown)   i s   more  e x p e n s i v e   and  l e s s  

d e s i r a b l e   t h a n   a  c o m p l e t e l y   f a b r i c   p a n e l   b u t   i s   s t i l l  

w i t h i n   t h e   s c o p e   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n .  

As  can   be  s e e n   more  c l e a r l y   in   F i g s .   4 

and  5  t h e   d r a p e r y   c o n t a i n s   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   12  h i n g e d l y  

j o i n e d   to   e a c h   o t h e r   by  a  l e n g t h   of  f a b r i c   a t t a c h e d  

a l o n g   t h e   l e n g t h   of  t h e   a d j a c e n t   e d g e s   of  t h e   f a b r i c  

p a n e l s   or   by  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  t h r e a d s   j o i n i n g   t h e   a d j a c e n t  

f a b r i c   e d g e s   of   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s .   Such   f a b r i c   or  t h r e a d  

h i n g e   i s   g e n e r a l l y   d e s i g n a t e d   20  h e r e i n .   The  p r e s e n t  
i n v e n t i o n   i n c l u d e s   b o t h   t y p e s   of  h i n g e s .   P r e f e r a b l y ,  

t h e   f a b r i c s   or   t h r e a d s   20  w h i c h   h i n g e d l y   j o i n  a d j a c e n t  

p a n e l s   a r e   t h r e a d s   of  t h e   f a b r i c   w h i c h   form  t h e   p a n e l s  

12  and  fo rm  a  c o n t i n u u m   t h e r e w i t h  t o   p r o v i d e   f o r  

s t r e n g t h   and  c o n t i n u i t y   of  d e s i g n   when  t h e   d r a p e r y  

i s  o p e n .   O p t i o n a l l y ,   a  b o r d e r   t r i m   a t   t h e   t op   22  

and   b o t t o m   24  of  t h e   d r a p e r y   10  may  be  u s e d   to   r e i n f o r c e  

t h e   j o i n t   b e t w e e n   t h e   p a n e l s   1 2 .  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n ,  

t h e   f a b r i c   or   t h r e a d s   as  t h e   c a s e   may  be  form  a  d i a p h a n o u s  

a r e a .   By  t h e   u s e   of  t h e   t e r m   " d i a p h a n o u s " ,   i t   i s  

m e a n t   t h a t   t h e   a r e a   20  j o i n i n g   t h e  a d j a c e n t   e d g e s  

14  of  a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   12  i s   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  a  t e x t u r e .  

of  a  f i n e n e s s   s u c h   as  to   p e r m i t   t h e   p a s s a g e   o f   l i g h t  



t h e r e t h r o u g h .   Such  a  d i a p h a n o u s   a r e a   20  a l o n g   t h e  

a d j a c e n t   e d g e s   14  of  t h e   p a n e l s   p e r m i t s ,   w h e n  t h e  

d r a p e r y   i s   in   i t s   e x t e n d e d   c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,   a  c e r t a i n  

amoun t   of  l i g h t   t o   p a s s   t h e r e t h r o u g h   to  l i g h t   u p ,  

f o r   e x a m p l e ,   t h e   i n t e r i o r   of  a  h o u s e .   P r e f e r a b l y  

t h e   p a n e l s   do  n o t   t r a n s m i t  l i g h t   and  p r e v e n t   t h o s e  

f rom  t h e   o u t s i d e   f rom  l o o k i n g   i n .  

G e n e r a l l y ,   i t   is   d i f f i c u l t   to   d e f i n e  

q u a n t a t i v e l y   t h e   a r e a   20  j o i n i n g   a d j a c e n t   e d g e s   44 

of  a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   12,  so  t h a t   t h e   a r e a   2 0 . w i l l   p e r m i t  

f o l d i n g   of  t h e   p a n e l s   one  upon  t h e   o t h e r ,   h o w e v e r ,  

f o r   g e n e r a l   g u i d a n c e ,   when  t he   p a n e l s   and  a r e a   20  

a r e   made  of  f a b r i c ,   i t   i s   p r e f e r r e d   t h a t   a r e a   20  b e  

l e s s   t h a n   o n e - f o u r t h   t h e   d e n s i t y   of  t h e   p a n e l .   S u c h  

a  low  d e n s i t y   can   p r o v i d e  a   d i a p h a n o u s   a r e a . 2 0   b e t w e e n  

t h e   p a n e l s   12  f o r  c e r t a i n  t y p e   f a b r i c s ,   and  p e r m i t s  

t he   p a n e l s   12  to   b e  f o l d e d  o n e   upon  t h e   o t h e r   a b o u t  

such  a r e a   2 0 .  

As  can  be  s e e n   in  F i g s .   1,  3  and  5,  t h e  

d r a p e s   10  a r e   h u n g  o n   a  c u r t a i n   rod  18  by  a  l oop   16 

w h i c h   i s   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   top   c e n t r e   of  t h e   p a n e l   1 2 .  

The  a t t a c h m e n t   may  be  r e i n f o r c e d   by  h a v i n g   t op   t r i m  

22  o v e r l a p   l o o p   1 6 .  

T y p i c a l l y   and  p r e f e r a b l y ,   t h e   p a n e l s   12 

a re   i d e n t i c a l   to   e a c h   o t h e r   and  g e n e r a l l y   can  b e  

made  of  any  l e n g t h   or  w i d t h .   R e f e r r i n g   to  F i g .   2 ,  

w i t h  r e s p e c t   to   t h e   w i d t h   o f  t h e   p a n e l   12,  t h i s   i s  

p r i m a r i l y   d e t e r m i n e d   by  t h e   d i s t a n c e   t h e   c u r t a i n  r o d  

18  i s   away  f rom  t h e   w a l l   26  to  p e r m i t   f o l d i n g   of  t h e  

p a n e l s   one  upon  t h e   o t h e r   to  form  a  t i g h t   c o m p a c t  

a r e a ,   w i t h   t h e   t h r e a d   or  f a b r i c   a r e a   20  a c t i n g   a s  

a   h i n g e .  

A s  s h o w n   in  F i g .   l ,   a l i g n i n g   m e a n s  2 6  

in  t he   form  of  a ' t h r e a d   a n c h o r e d   to   each   p a n e l   i s  



p r o v i d e d   to   f a c i l i t a t e   s p a c i n g   of  t h e   p a n e l s   i n  t h e  

e x t e n d e d   p o s i t i o n   so  t h a t   t h e y   l i e   in   a  u n i f o r m   p a r a l l e l  

and   a l i g n e d   r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

The  d r a p e r y   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   can  b e  

m a n u f a c t u r e d   by  m e t h o d s   w e l l   known  in  t h e   a r t   f o r  

m a n u f a c t u r i n g   f a b r i c s ,   f a b r i c   t y p e   m a t e r i a l s ,   c u r t a i n s  

and  d r a p e r y .  



1.  A  d r a p e r y   h a v i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  p a r a l l e l  

r i g i d i z e d   p a n e l s   ( 1 2 ) ,   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   a d j a c e n t  

p a n e l s   (12)  a r e   h i n g e d l y   j o i n e d   to  e a c h   o t h e r   a l o n g  

t h e i r   a d j a c e n t   e d g e s   (14)  and  h a n g i n g   means   ( 1 6 )  

i s   p r o v i d e d   f o r   s u s p e n d i n g   s a i d  d r a p e r y   f rom  a  c u r t a i n  

rod   (18)   so  t h a t   when  t h e   d r a p e r y   i s   f o l d e d ,   a d j a c e n t  

p a n e l s   f o l d   one  upon  t h e   o t h e r ,   and  when  t h e   d r a p e r y  

i s   e x t e n d e d ,   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   fo rm  a  c o n t i n u o u s   d r a p e r y .  

2.  A  d r a p e r y   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in   t h a t   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   (12)  a r e   o f  

f a b r i c   and  a r e   h i n g e d l y   j o i n e d   to   e a c h   o t h e r   by  a  

l e n g t h   o f  t h e   same  h i n g e   f a b r i c   (20)  e x t e n d i n g   a l o n g  

t h e   l e n g t h   of  a d j a c e n t   e d g e s   (14)  of  t h e   p a n e l s .  

3.  A  d r a p e r y   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   2 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e   h i n g e   f a b r i c   i s   d i a p h a n o u s .  

4.  A  d r a p e r y   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   2,  c h a r a c t -  

e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t he   h i n g e   f a b r i c   d e n s i t y   is  l e s s   t h a n  

o n e - f o u r t h   t h e   d e n s i t y   of  t h e   p a n e l .  

5.  A  d r a p e r y   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t  t h e   p a n e l s   a r e   h i n g e d l y   j o i n e d  

t o . o n e   a n o t h e r   by  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  t h r e a d s   j o i n i n g  

t h e   a d j a c e n t   f a b r i c   e d g e s   ( 1 4 )  o f   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s .  

6.  A  d r a p e r y   a c c o r d i n g  t o   c l a i m   5 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e   t h r e a d s   (20)  j o i n i n g   t h e  

a d j a c e n t   f a b r i c   e d g e s   a r e   t h e   same  t h r e a d s   a s  a r e  

u s e d   in  t h e   f a b r i c   p a n e l   and  f o r m  a   c o n t i n u u m   t h e r e w i t h .  

7.  A  d r a p e r y   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t  t h e  m e a n s  f o r  h a n g i n g   t h e   p a n e l s  

c o m p r i s e s   a  l oop   ( 1 6 )  a t   t h e . t o p   and  c e n t r e   of  e a c h  

p a n e l .  

8.  A  d r a p e r y   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1 ,  



c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in   t h a t   a l i g n i n g   means   (26)  c o n n e c t s  

a d j a c e n t   p a n e l s   to   f a c i l i t a t e   s p a c i n g   of  t h e   p a n e l s  

in   t h e   e x t e n d e d   c u r t a i n .  










	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

