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A  rock  drilling  apparatus  and  a  method  of  optimizing  percussion  rock  drilling. 

@  The  impact  velocity  and  impact  frequency  of  the  ham- 
mer  piston  of  a  percussion  rock  drill  (10)  are  varied  in 
incremental  steps  in  order  to  find  the  maximum  penetration 
rate.  The  frequency  and  impact  velocity  are  so  varied  that 
the  impact  power  is  kept  substantially  constant  all  the  time. 
A  micro-computer  (83)  is  used  to  control  the  process. 
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