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Improvements in or relating to labelling apparatus.

A reciprocating labelling device is known but it is slow
and expensive. High speed labelling devices can only handle
paper labels and cannot be used with plasticlabels. The inven-
tion provides a high speed compact {abelling device particu-
larly adapted for use with plastic labels comprising a rotary
label applying means {120) having a plurality of bellow {124)
arranged at intervals therearound. The label! applying means
is adapted to rotate between a label receiving position and a
label applying position. A vacuum is applied to the beliows to
retract them except at the label applying position and labels
are held on the retracted bellows by suction. At the label
applying position an overpressure is applied to the bellows
causing the bellows to expand into contact with an object to
be labelied. Objects of irregular size can thus be labelled.
The apparatus also includes a detachable cassette {12} for
a supply (16) of labels {22), the cassette including means for
transporting labels (30) to the label applying means and for
separating labels (32) from the label carrier (20). The cassette
can be loaded and threaded up when detached from the rest
of the apparatus and when loaded can repiace an exhausted
cassette on the apparatus without stopping the apparatus.
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