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(54)  Merchandise  display  device. 

  A  merchandise  display  device  adapted  to  maintain  mer- 
chandise  in  an  orientation  upon  a  display  surface  is  disclosed. 
The  device  comprises  an  insert  (10)  sized  to  be  positioned 
within  a  display  case  or  drawer  (12)  and  includes  a  base  plate 
(20)  formed  to  contact  the  merchandise  (14),  an  anchor  mem- 
ber  (26)  adapted  to  attach  the  insert  (10)  to  the  display  case 
(12)  and  an  accordion-like  extensible  member  (30)  positioned 
between  the  base  plate  (20)  and  anchor  member  (26).  As  mer- 
chandise  is  removed  from  the  display  case  (12),  the  device 
constantly  urges  the  merchandise  in  a  forward  direction  and 
thereby  maintains  the  stack  of  merchandise  (14)  in  an  organ- 
ized  orientation. 



The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  merchandise   d i s p l a y   dev ices   and ,  

more  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,   to  a  merchandise   d i s p l a y   i n s e r t   adapted  to  be  

p o s i t i o n e d   wi th in   a  d i s p l a y   case  or  drawer  and  ma in ta in   the  o r g a n i -  

z a t i on   of  d i s p l a y   merchand i se .   As  is  well  known,  a  v a r i e t y   of  consumer  

goods  are  merchandised   in  d i s p l a y   cases  which  t y p i c a l l y   comprise  a  

drawer  or  she l f   werein  the  d i s p l a y   merchandise   is  s t acked   in  p a r a l l e l  

rows  wi th in   the  drawer.   As  merchandise   is  s e l e c t i v e l y   removed  from  t h e  

drawer,   the  s tacks   of  merchandise   o f ten   c o l l a p s e   r e n d e r i n g   the  m e r c h a n -  

dise  u n s i g h t l y   for  d i s p l a y   p u r p o s e s .  

H e r e t o f o r e ,   i t   was  t y p i c a l   p r a c t i c e   to  r e q u i r e   sa les   p e r s o n n e l   t o  

c o n t i n u o u s l y   moni tor   and  housekeep  the  d i s p l a y   cases  to  i n su re   tha t   t h e  

merchandise   remained  in  an  o rgan ized   f a s h i o n .   As  wi l l   be  r e c o g n i z e d ,  

such  mon i to r ing   and  housekeep ing   by  sa les   p e r s o n n e l   d e t r a c t s   from  o t h e r  

more  p r o f i t a b l e   sa les   d u t i e s   and  the reby   i n c r e a s e s   the  o v e r a l l   cost   o f  

the  m e r c h a n d i s e .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   s p e c i f i c a l l y   a d r e s s e s   and  a l l e v i a t e s   the  above  

r e f e r e n c e d   d e f i c i e n c y   a s s o c i a t e d   in  the  a r t   by  p r o v i d i n g   a  m e r c h a n d i s e  

d i s p l a y   device   which  is  adapted  to  c o n t i n u o u s l y   ma in ta in   the  o r g a n i z e d  

o r i e n t a t i o n   of  merchandise   p o s i t i o n e d   upon  a  d i s p l a y   s u r f a c e .   More 

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,   the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   comprises   an  i n s e r t   s ized  to  b e  

p o s i t i o n e d   w i th in   a  d i s p l a y   case  of  drawer.   One  end  of  the  i n s e r t   i s  

p rov ided   with  a  g e n e r a l l y   L-shaped  base  p l a t e   s ized  to  permi t   a  p o r t i o n  

of  the  end  i nc luded   an  anchor  member  adapted  to  be  a t t a c h e d   to  the  r e a r  

wall  or  bottom  edge  of  the  drawer  s h e l f .  

The  anchor  member  and  base  p l a t e   are  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d   by  an  a c c o r d i o n -  

l ike   e x t e n s i b l e   member  which  i nc ludes   p l u r a l   spr ing   s t e e l   b i a s i n g   c l i p s  

p o s i t i o n e d   at  each  of  i t s   a p e x e s .  

The  spr ing   c l i p s   cause  a  b i a s i n g   force  to  be  a p p l i e d   to  the  e x t e n s -  



ib le   member  to  c o n t i n u o u s l y   urge  the  base  p l a t e   toward  the  f r o n t  

wall  of  the  d i s p l a y   drawer.   Thus,  a  merchandise   is  s e l e c t i v e l y  

removed  from  the  area  of  the  drawer  in  f ron t   of  the  base  p l a t e ,   t h e  

e x t e n s i b l e   member  c o n s t a n t l y   pushes  the  base  p l a t e   12  and  r e m a i n i n g  

merchandise   in  a  forward  d i r e c t i o n   away  from  the  anchor  member  and 

thereby   m a i n t a i n s   the  s tack   of  merchandise   in  an  o rgan ized   manner .  

In  the  p r e f e r r e d   embodiment,  the  merchandise   d i s p l a y   device  of  t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   is  i n t e g r a l l y   formed  of  a  molded  p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l  

and  i n c l u d e s   a  p a i r   of  spr ing   s tops  or  shou lde r s   formed  at  each  o f  

the  apexes  of  the  e x t e n s i b l e   member.  The  i n c l u s i o n   of  the  s p r i n g  

s tops   pe rmi t   the  rap id   mounting  of  the  spr ing   c l i p s   wi th in   t h e  

device   in  a  s i n g l e   manual  motion  and  ma in t a in s   the  same  t h e r e i n  

wi thou t   the  use  of  a u x i l i a r y   r e t a i n i n g   means.  As  such,  the  m e r c h a n -  

d ise   d i s p l a y   device   of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   is  well  s u i t e d   for  mass 

p r o d u c t i o n ,   rap id   assembly  f a b r i c a t i o n   t e c h n i q u e s   which  r ende r s   t h e  

r e s u l t a n t   device  cost   e f f e c t i v e .  

In  a  f i r s t   embodiment  of  the  i n v e n t i o n ,   the  anchor  member  is  formed 

to  be  a t t a c h e d   to  the  r ea r   wall  of  the  d i s p l a y   drawer.   However,  two 

a l t e r n a t i v e   embodiments  of  the  anchor  member  permi t   the  same  to  b e  

a t t a c h e d   to  the  r ea r   edge  of  a  d i s p l a y   su r f ace   or  merely  c o n t a c t   t h e  

r ea r   wall   of  the  d i s p l a y   s h e l f .  

These  as  well   as  o the r   f e a t u r e s   of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   become 

more  appa ren t   upon  r e f e r e n c e   to  the  d rawings ,   w h e r e i n :  

F igure   1  is  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  a  d i s p l a y   case  drawer  h a v i n g  

d i s p l a y   merchandise   and  the  merchandise   d i s p l a y   device  of  t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   d i sposed   t h e r e i n ;  

F igure   2  is  an  e n l a r g e d   p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  the  merchandise   d i s p l a y  

device   of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F igure   3  is  an  e n l a r g e d   e l e v a t i o n a l   view  showing  the  manner  in  which  t h e  

spr ing   c l i p s   are  i n s e r t e d   and  r e t a i n e d   w i th in   the  e x t e n s i b l e   member  o f  



the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

Figure   4  is  a  p a r t i a l   p e r s p e c t i v e   view  showing  the  second  embodiment  o f  

the  anchor  of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

and  f i gu re   5  is  a  p a r t i a l   p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  the  t h i r d   embodiment  of  t h e  

anchor  member  of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

R e f e r r i n g   g e n e r a l l y   to  F igures   1  and  2,  the re   is  shown  the  m e r c h a n d i s e  

d i s p l a y   device  or  i n s e r t   10  of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   which  may  be  p l a c e d  

wi th in   a  d i s p l a y   case  or  drawer  12  to  ma in t a in   the  s tacked   o r i e n t a t i o n  

of  merchandise   14  p o s i t i o n e d   wi th in   the  drawer  12.  Merely  by  way  o f  

example  and  not  l i m i t a t i o n ,   the  p a r t i c u l a r   merchandise   14  d e p i c t e d  

wi th in   the  drawer  12  comprises   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  h o s i e r y   packages ;   however  

those  s k i l l e d   in  the  a r t   wi l l   r ecogn ize   tha t   va r ious   o ther   m e r c h a n d i s e  

may  be  u t i l i z e d   with  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

As  bes t   shown  in  Figure   2,  the  d i s p l a y   device   10  of  the  p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n   is  formed  having  a  g e n e r a l l y   L-shaped  base  p l a t e   20  having  a 

h o r i z o n t a l   leg  p o r t i o n   22  adapted  to  r e s i d e   benea th   a  p o r t i o n   of  t h e  

merchandise   14  and  a  v e r t i c a l   leg  p o r t i o n   24  adapted  to  p rov ide   a  r i g i d  

wall  for  abu t tment   with  one  end  of  the  merchandise   s tack .   The  o p p o s i t e  

end  of  the  device  10  is  p rov ided   with  an  anchor  member  26  which  in  i t s  

embodiment  as  d e p i c t e d   in  Figure  2,  is  formed  to  extend  in  a  g e n e r a l l y  

v e r t i c a l   d i r e c t i o n   and  i nc ludes   a  b e n t - o v e r   f l ange   or  c l ip   28.  As  shown 

in  Figure   1,  the  b e n t - o v e r   f l ange   28  is  s ized  to  extend  over  the  edge  31 

of  the  rear   wall  of  the  d i s p l a y   drawer  12  so  as  to  d e t a c h a b l y   mount  t h e  

device  10  wi th in   the  drawer  12.  

An  e x t e n s i b l e   member  30  extends   between  the  b a s e p l a t e   20  and  a n c h o r  

member  26  and  is  p r e f e r a b l y   formed  in  an  a c c o r d i o n - l i k e   c o n f i g u r a t i o n  

composed  of  a n g u l a r l y   ex tend ing   i n t e r c o n n e c t e d   e l onga t e   segments.   At 

each  of  the  apexes  32,  the  member  30  is  p rov ided   with  a  r e d u c e d  

c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   d imension  so  as  to  form  a  hinge  which  pe rmi t s   the  member 

30  to  be  extended  or  compressed  l a t e r a l l y   between  the  base  p l a t e   20  and 

anchor  member  26.  In  the  p r e f e r r e d   embodiment,  the  e n t i r e   i n s e r t   10  i s  

formed  of  an  i n t e g r a l l y   molded  p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   which  is  conducive  t o  



l ow-cos t   mass  p r o d u c t i o n   f a b r i c a t i n g   t e c h n i q u e s .  

R e f e r r i n g   more  p a r t i c u l a r l y   to  Figure   3,  a  pa i r   of  s tops  or  p r o t r u s i o n s  

34  are  formed  on  the  e x t e n s i b l e   member  30  a d j a c e n t   each  of  the  apexes  32 

which  are  des igned   to  ma in t a in   p l u r a l   g e n e r a l l y   V-shaped  spr ing   c l i p s   40 

t h e r e i n .   In  the  p r e f e r r e d   embodiment,  the  spr ing   c l i p s   40  are  formed  o f  

a  th in   sp r ing   s t e e l   m a t e r i a l   and  are  adapted  to  c o n s t a n t l y   urge  t h e  

member  30  in to   a  l a t e r a l l y   extended  p o s i t i o n .   As  w i l l   be  noted,   f rom 

r e f e r r i n g   to  F igure   3,  the  p l u r a l   s tops  34  are  spaced  from  the  apexes  32 

of  the  member  30  through  a  d i s t a n c e   s l i g h t l y   g r e a t e r   than  the  o v e r a l l  

l eng th   of  the  sp r ing   e l i p s   40  such  tha t   the  spr ing   c l i p s   40  may  b e  

manual ly   i n s e r t e d   in to   the  member  30  merely  by  p r e s s i n g   the  sp r ing   c l i p s  

40  downward  toward  the  apexes  32 .  

During  t h i s   downward  i n s e r t i o n   movement  of  the  spr ing   c l i p s   40,  t h e  

d i s t a l   ends  of  the  sp r ing   c l i p s   40  cam  a g a i n s t   the  stops  34  caus ing  t h e  

sp r ing   c l i p s   40  to  s l i g h t l y   compress  inward ly   as  i n d i c a t e d   by  t h e  

phantom  arrows  in  F igure   3.  Once  the  d i s t a l   ends  of  the  spr ing   c l i p s   40 

pass  downward  beyond  the  edges  35  of  the  s tops  34,  the  d i s t a l   ends  42 

spr ing   outward  and  are  the reby   c ap tu red   by  the  s tops  34.  F u r t h e r ,   i n  

view  of  the  sp r ing   c l i p s   40  being  c o n s t a n t l y   urged  outward  and  a g a i n s t  

the  s tops   34,  i t   w i l l   be  r ecogn ized   t ha t   the  spr ing   c l i p s   40  a r e  

pe rmanen t ly   m a i n t a i n e d   a g a i n s t   the  s tops  34  wi thout   any  a u x i l i a r y  

mounting  means  and,  t h e r e b y ,   c o n t i n u o u s l y   b ias   the  member  30  in  an  

extended  o r i e n t a t i o n .   -  

With  the  s t r u c t u r e   d e f i n e d ,   the  o p e r a t i o n   of  the  merchandise   d i s p l a y  

i n s e r t   10  of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   may  be  d e s c r i b e d   by  r e f e r r i n g   t o  

Figure   1.  I n i t i a l l y   the  device   10  is  p o s i t i o n e d   wi th in   the  drawer  12 

with  the  anchor  member  26  being  extended  over  the  r ea r   edge  31  of  t h e  

drawer  12.  A  user   (not  shown)  must  then  manually  p ress   the  base  p l a t e  

20  toward  the  anchor  26  to  overcome  the  b i a s i n g   force  of  the  s p r i n g  

c l i p s   40  and  cause  the  member  30  to  be  compressed  l a t e r a l l y .  

The  merchand i se   14  may  then  be  i n s e r t e d   into  the  drawer  12  in  a  s i d e - b y -  

s ide  o r i e n t a t i o n .   P r e f e r a b l y   some  of  the  merchandise   14  is  p o s i t i o n e d  



upon  the  h o r i z o n t a l   leg  p o r t i o n   22  of  the  base  20  to  the reby   cause  a 

weight   force  to  be  e x e r t e d   upon  the  base  p l a t e   20  and  insure   t h a t   t h e  

h o r i z o n t a l   leg  p o r t i o n   22  is  c o n t i n u o u s l y   b ia sed   a g a i n s t   the  f l oo r   o f  

the  drawer  12.  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,   the  user   may  r e l e a s e   the  base  p l a t e   20 

wherein  the  e x t e n s i b l e   member  30  a u t o m a t i c a l l y   extends   l a t e r a l l y   o u t w a r d  

under  the  b i a s i n g   force  of  the  spr ing   c l i p s   40  to  cause  the  v e r t i c a l   l e g  

p o r t i o n   24  of  the  base  p l a t e   20  to  c o n t a c t   the  merchandise   14  and 

s l i g h t l y   compress  the  merchandise   14  and  s l i g h t l y   compress  t h e  

merchandise   14  wi th in   the  drawer  12. 

As  w i l l   be  r e c o g n i z e d ,   due  to  the  e x t e n s i b l e   member  30  being  c o n t i n u -  

ously  b ia sed   by  the  m u l t i p l e   spr ing   c l ip   40  in  an  outward  d i r e c t i o n   (as  

i n d i c a t e d   by  the  arrow  in  F igure   2)  as  merchandise   14  is  removed  f rom 

the  drawer  12,  the  remain ing   merchandise   is  compressed  w i th in   the  d r a w e r  

and  m a i n t a i n e d   in  i t s   s t acked   o rgan ized   c o n f i g u r a t i o n .   By  s e l e c t i n g   t h e  

spr ing   force  of  the  sp r ing   c l i p s   w i th in   s u i t a b l e   t o l e r a n c e s ,   t h e  

compress ion  force  exe r t ed   by  the  device  10  may  be  m a i n t a i n e d   w i t h i n  

s u i t a b l e   l i m i t s   to  allow  easy  removal  and  r e s t o c k i n g   of  the  m e r c h a n d i s e  

14,  yet  be  s u f f i c i e n t   to  cause  a  moderate  compress ion   of  the  m e r c h a n d i s e  

14  w i th in   the  d r a w e r .  

In  F igures   4  and  5,  two  a d d i t i o n a l   embodiments  of  the  anchor  member  26 

of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   are  d e p i c t e d .   As  shown  in  F igure   4,  the  a n c h o r  

member  26B  is  formed  as  a  f l a t   p l a t e   which  is  adapted  to  abu t t   the  r e a r  

wall  31  of  the  d i s p l a y   she l f   12.  As  wi l l   be  r e c o g n i z e d ,   due  to  t h e  

sp r ing   c l i p s   40  mounted  on  the  e x t e n s i b l e   member  30  c o n s t a n t l y   b i a s i n g  

the  anchor  member  26B  away  from  the  base  p l a t e   20,  the  anchor  member  26 

B  is  c o n t i n u o u s l y   m a i n t a i n e d   t i g h t l y   a g a i n s t   the  wall  31  of  the  d r a w e r  

12.  

In  F igure   5,  an  a d d i t i o n a l   embodiment  of  the  anchor  member  26C  i s  

d e p i c t e d   which  is  formed  in  a  manner  analogous   to  the  embodiment  shown  i n  

Figure   2  except   t ha t   the  anchor  member  26C  is  formed  to  extend  in  a 

g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   o r i e n t a t i o n   as  viewed  in  Figure   5  ( i . e .   in  a  p l a n e  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   to  the  plane  of  the  h o r i z o n t a l   leg  p o r t i o n   22  o f  

the  base  p l a t e   20).  This  a d d i t i o n a l   embodiment  of  the  base  member  26C  i s  



s p e c i f i c a l l y   adapted  to  permi t   the  device  10  to  be  a t t a c h e d   to  the  l ower  

suppor t   su r f ace   52  of  a  d i s p l a y   drawer  or  case  12  when  the  d i s p l a y   c a s e  

12  does  not  i nc lude   a  r ea r   wall  p a n e l .  

Although  in  the  p r e f e r r e d   embodiment  c e r t a i n   pa r t   c o n f i g u r a t i o n s   and 

m a t e r i a l s   have  been  d e f i n e d ,   those  s k i l l e d   in  the  a r t   w i l l   r ecogn ize   t h a t  

va r ious   m o d i f i c a t i o n s   can  be  made  to  the  same  wi thout   d e p a r t i n g   from  t h e  

s p i r i t   of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   and  tha t   such  m o d i f i c a t i o n s   are  c l e a r l y  

con templa t ed   h e r e i n .  



1.  A  device  for  m a i n t a i n i n g   merchandise   in  a  s t acked   o r i e n t a t i o n  

wi th in   a  d i s p l a y   case  compr is ing   a  base  member  formed  to  c o n t a c t  

one  end  of  a  s tack  of  merchandise   d i sposed   wi th in   a  d i s p l a y   c a s e ,  

an  anchor  member  adapted  to  be  a t t a c h e d   to  said  d i s p l a y   case ,   an  

e x t e n s i b l e   member  a t t a c h e d   on  oppos i t e   ends  to  said  base  member  and 

said  anchor  member,  and  spr ing   means  mounted  to  said  e x t e n s i b l e  

member  for  b i a s i n g   said  base  member  away  from  s a i d  a n c h o r   member  t o  

c o n t i n u o u s l y   compress  said  s tack  of  merchandise   w i th in   said  d i s p l a y  

case  as  i n d i v i d u a l   merchandise   is  p e r i o d i c a l l y   removed  from  s a i d  

s tack  of  m e r c h a n d i s e .  

2.  The  device  of  Claim  1  wherein  said  e x t e n s i b l e   member  comprises   an 

a c c o r d i o n - l i k e   member  formed  of  p l u r a l   e longa te   segments  i n t e r c o n -  

nected  at  t h e i r   a p e x e s .  

3.  The  device  of  Claim  2  wherein  said  spr ing   means  comprises   p l u r a l  

V-shaped  spr ing   i n s e r t s   mounted  to  said  e x t e n s i b l e   member  a d j a c e n t  

each  of  the  apexes  of  said  e longa te   s e g m e n t s .  

4.  The  device  of  Claim  3  f u r t h e r   compr is ing   stop  means  formed  on  e a c h  

of  said  e l o n g a t e   segments  a d j a c e n t   each  of  t h e i r   apexes  f o r  

mounting  said  p l u r a l   spr ing   i n s e r t s   to  said  e x t e n s i b l e   member. 

5.  The  device   of  Claim  4  wherein  said  anchor  member  comprises   a  b e n t -  

over  c l ip   adapted  to  be  a t t a c h e d   to  one  wall  of  said  d i s p l a y   c a s e .  

6.  The  device   of  Claim  4  wherein  said  anchor  members  comprises   a  p l a t e  

member  adapted   to  abu t t   one  wall   of  said  d i s p l a y   c a s e .  

7.  The  device  of  Claim  4  wherein  said  base  member  comprises   a  g e n e -  

r a l l y   L-shaped  member  having  a  f i r s t   leg  p o r t i o n   s ized   to  e x t e n d  

benea th   a  p o r t i o n   of  said  s tack   of  merchandise   and a   second  l e g  



p o r t i o n   s ized   to  abu t t   said  one  end  of  said  s tack  of  m e r c h a n d i s e .  

8.  The  device  of  Claim  4  wherein  said  base  member,  anchor  member  and 

e x t e n s i b l e   member  are  i n t e g r a l l y   molded  of  a  p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l .  

9.  A  device  for  m a i n t a i n i n g   merchandise   in  a  s tacked   o r i e n t a t i o n  

wi th in   a  d i s p l a y   drawer  compr i s ing :   an  i n s e r t   s ized  to  be  

p o s i t i o n e d   wi th in   a  d i s p l a y   drawer  a d j a c e n t   one  end  of  said  d i s p l a y  

drawer  and  c o n t i n u o u s l y   b ias   a  s tack   of  merchandise   p o s i t i o n e d  

wi th in   said  d i s p l a y   drawer  toward  the  oppos i t e   end  of  said  d i s p l a y  

drawer,   said  i n s e r t   compr i s ing   a  base  member  formed  to  con t ac t   s a i d  

s tack  of  merchandise   between  said  ends  of  said  d i s p l a y   drawer;  an 

anchor  member  adapted  to  be  a t t a c h e d   to  said  one  end  of  s a i d  

d i s p l a y   drawer;  and  p l u r a l   sp r ing   means  mounted  to  s a i d  

a c c o r d i o n - l i k e   member  to  c o n t i n u o u s l y   bias   said  base  member  away 

from  said  anchor  member. 

10.  The  device  of  Claim  9  wherein  said  base  member,  anchor  member,  and 

a c c o r d i o n - l i k e   member  are  i n t e g r a l l y   molded  of  a  p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l .  

11.  The  device  of  Claim  10  wherein  said  a c c o r d i o n - l i k e   member  is  formed 

of  p l u r a l   e l onga t e   segments  d i sposed   in  angu la r   o r i e n t a t i o n s   w i t h  

r e s p e c t   to  one  ano ther   and  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d   at  t h e i r   a p e x e s .  

12.  The  device  of  Claim  11  wherein  said  p l u r a l   sp r ing   means  c o m p r i s e s  

p l u r a l   V-shaped  sp r ing   i n s e r t s   mounted  to  said  a c c o r d i o n - l i k e  

member  a d j a c e n t   each  of  the  apexes  of  said  p l u r a l   e longa te   s e g -  

m e n t s .  

13.  The  device  of  Claim  12  f u r t h e r   compr is ing   means  formed  on  s a i d  

p l u r a l   e longa te   segments  a d j a c e n t   t h e i r   apexes  for  mounting  s a i d  

sp r ings   i n s e r t s   to  sa id   a c c o r d i o n - l i k e   member. 

14.  The  device  of  Claim  13  wherein  said  sp r ing   segment  mounting  means 

comprises   a  tab  ex tend ing   outward  from  said  p l u r a l   e longa te   s e g -  

ments  adapted  to  abu t t   the  ends  of  said  p l u r a l   spr ing   s e g m e n t s .  
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