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©  Pocket-sized  chess-set. 
(53)  A  pocket-sized  chess  set  (1)  is  disclosed,  comprising  a 
pair  of  identical  panels  (2)  pivotaliy  secured  at  their  inner 
edges  (2')  to  a  narrow  third  intermediate  panel  (3),  whereby 
the  first  two  panels  may  be  folded  together  to  form  a  case 
with  the  third  panel  acting  as  a  spine.  Two  slidable  para- 
magnetic  checkerboard  halves  (5)  are  provided  on  the  top 
surface  of  each  of  the  first  two  panels.  Thirty-two  chessmen 
(11)  are  also  provided.  Each  of  the  latter  is  provided  with  a 
magnetic  element  (12)  on  its  back  and  bottom  surfaces. 
Thus,  each  chessman  may  be  placed  either  horizontally  or 
vertically  on  the  checkerboard  halves.  The  squares  (10)  of  the 
latter  have  a  recessed  portion  (10')  and  their  margins  (13)  are 
also  recessed  for  the  placing  of  captured  chessmen  thereon. 
The  case  is  kept  in  closed  position  by  the  magnetic  attraction 

^   of  the  chessmen  for  one  another. 
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 A   pocket-sized  chess  set  (1)  is  disclosed,  comprising  a 
pair  of  identical  panels  (2)  pivotally  secured  at  their  inner 
edges  (2')  to  a  narrow third  intermediate  panel  (3),  whereby 
the  first  two  panels  may  be  folded  together  to  form  a  case 
with  the  third  panel  acting  as  a  spine.  Two  slidable  para- 
magnetic  checkerboard  halves  (5)  are  provided  on  the  top 
surface  of  each  of  the  first  two  panels.  Thirty-two  chessmen 
(11)  are  also  provided.  Each  of  the  latter  is  provided  with  a 
magnetic  element  (12)  on  its  back  and  bottom  surfaces. 
Thus,  each  chessman  may  be  placed  either  horizontally  or 
vertically  on  the  checkerboard  halves.  The  squares  (10)  of the 
latter  have  a  recessed  portion  (10')  and  their  margins  (13)  are 
also  recessed  for  the  placing  of  captured  chessmen  thereon. 
The  case  is  kept in  closed  position  by  the  magnetic  attraction 
of  the  chessmen  for  one  another. 



F i e l d   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   t o   p o r t a b l e   g a m e s ,   m o r e  

s p e c i f i c a l l y   to   an  i m p r o v e d   p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   s e t .  

B a c k g r o u n d   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

V a r i o u s   t y p e s   of   p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   s e t s   h a v e   b e e n   d i s -  

c l o s e d   in   t h e   p r i o r   a r t .   Among  t h e s e ,   one   w e l l - k n o w n   c h e s s  

s e t   i s   t h e   one  h a v i n g   h o l e s   in   e a c h   s p a c e   of  t h e   c h e c k e r -  

b o a r d   a d a p t e d   to  r e c e i v e   a  p e g   f o r m e d   in  t h e   c h e s s m e n .   I f  

t h e r e   i s   any  v i b r a t i o n   o f   t h e   c h e c k b o a r d ,   as  on  a  t r a i n   o r  

a i r p l a n e ,   t h e   c h e s s m e n   s e t   i s   l i a b l e   to   be  j a r r e d   l o o s e   f r o m  

i t s   h o l e s   and   so  r u i n   t h e   game.   A n o t h e r   d i s a d v a n t a g e   of   t h i s  

t y p e   of   c h e s s   s e t   i s   t h a t ,   when  t h e   game  i s   i n t e r r u p t e d ,  

c a p t u r e d   c h e s s m e n   h a v e   to   be  c a r r i e d   in   a  s e p a r a t e   c o n t a i n e r  

and  may  be  l o s t .   S t i l l   a n o t h e r   d i s a d v a n t a g e   i s   t h a t   t h e  

c h e s s m e n   a r e   v e r y   s m a l l ,   b e c a u s e   t h e y   s t a y   u p r i g h t   on  t h e  

c h e s s b o a r d   when  t h e   l a t t e r   i s   c a r r i e d   in   o n e s   p o c k e t .   T h e y  

a r e   t h e r e f o r e   d i f f i c u l t   t o   i d e n t i f y .   In  a n o t h e r   t y p e   o f  

p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   s e t ,   t h e   c h e s s m e n   l a y   f l a t   on  t h e   c h e s s -  

b o a r d   and   t h e   c h e s s p l a y e r   h a s   d i f f i c u l t y   to   i d e n t i f y   t h e  

t h r e e   d i f f e r e n t   v a l u e s   of   c h e s s m e n ,   s i n c e   he  i s   a c c u s t o m e d  

to   do  so  by  t h e   t h r e e   d i f f e r e n t   h e i g h t s   of   t h e   c h e s s m e n   i n  

a  r e g u l a r   c h e s s   s e t .  

O b j e c t s  o f   t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,   i t   i s   a  f i r s t   o b j e c t   of   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n -  

v e n t i o n   to   p r o v i d e   a  p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   s e t   in   w h i c h   t h e  

c h e s s b o a r d   i s   f o l d a b l e   in  two  to  f o rm  a  c a s e   and  w h e r e i n  



e a c h   c h e s s m a n   may  be  p o s i t i o n e d   e i t h e r   v e r t i c a l l y   f o r   p l a y ,  

or   h o r i z o n t a l l y   f o r   s t o r a g e ;   t h e r e f o r e ,   t h e   c h e s s m e n   h a v e  

a  s u f f i c i e n t   h e i g h t   f o r   e a s y   i d e n t i f i c a t i o n   and   y e t   t h e  

c h e s s b o a r d   h a s   a  m i n i m u m  w i d t h   when  c l o s e d   f o r   c a r r y i n g   i n  

o n e s   p o c k e t .  

I t   i s   s t i l l   a n o t h e r   o b j e c t   of   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t o  

p r o v i d e   a  p o r t a b l e   c h e s s   s e t ,   w h e r e i n   t h e   c h e s s m e n   c a r r y   p e r -  
m a n e n t   m a g n e t s   to   a d h e r e   t h e   same   t o   t h e   c h e c k e r b o a r d   and   t h e  

l a t t e r   i s   f o r m e d   of  two  f l a t   p a n e l s   w h i c h   f o l d   t o g e t h e r   b y  

t h e   m a g n e t i c   a t t r a c t i o n   o f   t h e   c h e s s m e n .  

I t   i s   y e t   a n o t h e r   o b j e c t   of   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t o  

p r o v i d e   a  p o r t a b l e   c h e s s   s e t   w h i c h - i s   s i m p l e   in   d e s i g n   a n d  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

Summary   o f   t h e  i n v e n t i o n  

The  a b o v e   a n d   o t h e r   o b j e c t s   a n d   a d v a n t a g e s   o f   t h e   p r e -  

s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a r e   r e a l i z e d   a c c o r d i n g   t o   a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i -  

m e n t   c o m p r i s i n g   a  g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   c a r r y i n g   c a s e   c o m -  

p o s e d   o f   a  p a i r   o f   i d e n t i c a l   p a n e l s   and   a  t h i r d   i n t e r m e d i a t e  

p a n e l .   The  i n n e r   s i d e s   o f   t h e   f i r s t   two  p a n e l s   a r e   e a c h   p i -  

v o t a l l y   s e c u r e d   to   e i t h e r   s i d e ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   of  t h e   t h i r d  

p a n e l ,   t h e   l a t t e r   e x t e n d i n g   b e t w e e n   t h e   i n n e r   s i d e s   o f   t h e  

f i r s t   two  p a n e l s .   T h u s ,   t h e   f i r s t   two  p a n e l s   can  be  f o l d e d  

t o g e t h e r   w i t h   t h e   t h i r d   p a n e l   a c t i n g   as   a  s p i n e   to   make  a  

t h i n   c o m p a c t   c a r r y i n g   c a s e .  

The  p e r i m e t e r   of   e a c h   of   t h e   f i r s t   two  p a n e l s   i s   p r o -  
v i d e d   w i t h   an  i n w a r d l y - e x t e n d i n g   f l a n g e   d e f i n i n g   a  p e r i m e t r i -  

c a l   s l o t   b e t w e e n   t h e   b o t t o m   s u r f a c e s   of   t h e   p a n e l s   and  t h e  

f l a n g e   i t s e l f .  

The  s l o t   r e t a i n s ,   on  e a c h   of   t h e   f i r s t   two  p a n e l s ,   h a l f  

o f   a  c h e c k e r b o a r d ,   made  of  p a r a m a g n e t i c   m a t e r i a l .   Each  o f  

t h e s e   h a l v e s   i s   a d a p t e d   to   s l i d e   h o r i z o n t a l l y ,   f rom  a  f i r s t  

r e t r a c t e d   p o s i t i o n   when  t h e   f i r s t   two  p a n e l s   a r e   f o l d e d ,   t o  

a  s e c o n d   p l a y i n g   p o s i t i o n ,   w h e r e i n   t h e i r   i n n e r   s i d e s   t o u c h  

to   f o r m   an  i n t e g r a l   c h e c k e r b o a r d .   M e a n s  a r e   p r o v i d e d   t o  

move  e a c h   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f   b e t w e e n   t h e   two  p o s i t i o n s .   O t h e r  

m e a n s   a r e   a l s o   p r o v i d e d   to  l i m i t   t h e   i n w a r d   movemen t   o f  

e a c h   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f .  

E a c h   s q u a r e   of   t h e   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l v e s   has   a  r e c e s s e d  

p o r t i o n   f o r   a  p u r p o s e   e x p l a i n e d   b e l o w .  



The  c h e s s   s e t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   a l s o   i n c l u d e s   t h i r t y -  

two  c h e s s m e n .   Each   of  t h e s e   c h e s s m e n   i s   r e l a t i v e l y   t h i n  

and  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  m a g n e t i c   e l e m e n t   h a v i n g   a  b a c k   s u r -  

f a c e   and   a  n a r r o w   b o t t o m   s u r f a c e   p r o j e c t i n g   s l i g h t l y   b e l o w  

i t s   l o w e r   e n d .   T h u s ,   e a c h   c h e s s m a n   may  be  p o s i t i o n e d   on  t h e  

c h e c k e r b o a r d   e i t h e r   v e r t i c a l l y   f o r   p l a y ,   or  h o r i z o n t a l l y   f o r  

s t o r a g e .   In  b o t h   p o s i t i o n s ,   t h e   m a g n e t i c   e l e m e n t   i s   in   c o n -  

t a c t   w i t h   t h e   r e c e s s e d   p o r t i o n ,   so  t h a t   e a c h   p i e c e   i s   p r o -  

p e r l y   c e n t e r e d   on  i t s   s q u a r e .   When  a  p i e c e   i s   l a i d   h o r i z o n -  

t a l l y   on  a  s q u a r e ,   i t   l i e s   p e r f e c t l y   f l a t   b e c a u s e   t h e   b a c k  

s u r f a c e   of   i t s   m a g n e t i c   e l e m e n t  e x t e n d s   i n t o   t h e   r e c e s s .  

The  o u t e r   e d g e s   of   e a c h   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f   a r e   a l s o   r e -  

c e s s e d   f o r   t h e   p l a c i n g   of  c a p t u r e d   c h e s s m e n   t h e r e o n   d u r i n g  

t h e   c o u r s e   of   t h e   game.   I f   t h e   game  m u s t   be  i n t e r r u p t e d   a n d  

s t o r e d   o r   c a r r i e d ,   t h e s e   c h e s s m e n   w i l l   n o t   be  a  h i n d e r i n g  

f a c t o r   to   t h e   c l o s i n g   of  t h e   two  p a n e l s   t o g e t h e r .  

No  m e a n s   a r e   n e c e s s a r y   t o   c l o s e   t h e   p a n e l s   t o g e t h e r ,  

s i n c e   t h e   m a g n e t i c   a t t r a c t i o n   o f   t h e   c h e s s m e n   f o r   one   a n o t h e r  

i s   e n o u g h   to   a s s u r e   a  c l o s i n g   f o r c e .  

The  a b o v e   w i l l   be  more  c l e a r l y   u n d e r s t o o d   by  h a v i n g   r e -  

f e r r a l   to  t h e   p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   i l l u -  

s t r a t e d   by  way  of   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   in   w h i c h :  

B r i e f   d e s c r i p t i o n   of   t he   d r a w i n g s  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a . t o p   p l a n   v i e w   of   t h e   c h e s s   s e t   s h o w i n g  

t h e   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l v e s   in   r e t r a c t e d   p o s i t i o n s ,   a l s o   s h o w -  

i n g   s e v e r a l   c h e s s m e n   in   b o t h   u p r i g h t   and   f l a t   p o s i t i o n ,  

a l s o   s h o w i n g   a  p o r t i o n   of   t h e   e d g e   o f   one  p a n e l   b r o k e n   a w a y  
to   r e v e a l   t h e   c h e c k b o a r d   h a l f - s t o p   m e a n s ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   t o p   p l a n   v i e w   of   t h e   c e n t e r -  

l e f t   s i d e   of   t h e   c h e s s   s e t   s h o w i n g   t h e   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l v e s  i n  

p l a y i n g   p o s i t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  l a t e r a l   e l e v a t i o n   o f  t h e   two  p a n e l s   i n  

c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n ,   a l s o   s h o w i n g   i n   d a s h e d   o u t l i n e   how  one  o f  

t h e   p a n e l s ' p i v o t s   to   a  c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   4  i s   a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   t a k e n   a l o n g   l i n e  

4 - 4   of   F i g u r e   2 ;  

F i g u r e   5  i s   a l s o   a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   t a k e n   a l o n g  

l i n e   5-5  of   F i g u r e   1 ;  



F i g u r e   6  i s   a n o t h e r   c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   t a k e n   a l o n g  

l i n e   6 - 6   of   F i g u r e   1;  a n d  

F i g u r e   7  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   o f   a  c h e s s m a n   s h o w i n g ,  

i n   d a s h e d   o u t l i n e ,   an  e x p l o d e d   v i e w   o f   t h e   m a g n e t i c   e l e m e n t .  

L i k e   n u m e r a l s   r e f e r   to   l i k e   e l e m e n t s   t h r o u g h o u t   t h e  

d r a w i n g s .  

D e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n   o f   t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

The  p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   s e t   1  o f   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

c o m p r i s e s   a  p a i r   of   i d e n t i c a l   r e c t a n g u l a r   p a n e l s   2  and  a  

t h i r d   i n t e r m e d i a t e   p a n e l   3,  a l l   o f   t h e   a b o v e   b e i n g   made  o f  

r i g i d   p l a s t i c   or   o t h e r   s u i t a b l e   m a t e r i a l .  

The  i n n e r   e d g e   2'  o f   e a c h   p a n e l   2  i s   h i n g e d l y   s e c u r e d  

t o   o n e   s i d e   o f   i n t e r m e d i a t e   p a n e l   3  a t   4,  as  c l e a r l y   s h o w n  

i n `  F i g u r e   4.   T h u s ,   e i t h e r   p a n e l   2  can   be  p i v o t e d   f rom  a  f i r s t  

o p e n   f l a t   p o s i t i o n   to   a  c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n   f o r   s t o r a g e   or   c a r r y -  

i n g   p u r p o s e s ,   as  shown   i n   F i g u r e   3.  In  c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n ,   t h e  

p a n e l s   f o r m   a  t h i n ,   c o m p a c t   c a s e .  

The  t op   s u r f a c e   of   e a c h   p a n e l   2  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  h o -  

r i z o n t a l l y - s l i d a b l e   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f   5,  made  of  p a r a - m a g -  
n e t i c   m a t e r i a l ,   s u c h   as   s t e e l .   To  r e t a i n   t h e   l a t t e r   in  p o -  
s i t i o n ,   t h e   l a t e r a l   a n d   o u t e r   e d g e s   of   e a c h   p a n e l   2  h a v e   a n  

i n w a r d l y - p r o j e c t i n g   p e r i p h e r a l   f l a n g e   6,  w h i c h   d e f i n e s   a  

s l o t   7 .  

As  s e e n   c l e a r l y   i n   F i g u r e s   5  and   6,  t h e   e d g e s   o f  

c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l v e s   5  a r e   s l i d i n g l y   e n g a g e d   i n   s l o t   7  a n d  

c a n  s l i d e   f r o m   a  r e t r a c t e d   p o s i t i o n   ( s h o w n   i n   F i g u r e   1)  a n d  

an   e n g a g e d   p l a y   p o s i t i o n   ( s h o w n   i n   F i g u r e   4 ) ,   w h e r e i n   t h e i r  

i n n e r   s i d e s   5'  m e e t   o v e r   i n t e r m e d i a t e   p a n e l   3  to   f o r m   a  

c o m p l e t e   c h e c k e r b o a r d .  

An  u p w a r d l y - p r o j e c t i n g   t a b   8  i s   s e c u r e d   to   e a c h   h a l f   5 

a d j a c e n t   t h e i r   r e a r   e d g e s   to   s l i d e   t h e   h a l v e s   5  f rom  o n e  

p o s i t i o n   to   t h e   o t h e r .  

Means  a r e   a l s o   p r o v i d e d   t o   p r o p e r l y   c e n t e r   t h e   h a l v e s   5 

t o g e t h e r   when  t h e y   f o r m   a  c o m p l e t e   c h e c k e r b o a r d ,   c o n s i s t i n g  

o f   a  n o t c h   9  l o c a t e d   on  e a c h   l a t e r a l   s i d e   e d g e   of  e a c h   h a l f   5 
a n d   a d j a c e n t   t h e   i n n e r   e d g e   o f   e a c h   o f   t h e   l a t t e r .   N o t c h   9 

i s   a d a p t e d   t o   e n g a g e   a  p r o t u b e r a n c e   14  f o r m e d   on  f l a n g e   6  

a d j a c e n t l y   t h e r e o f .  



As  shown  c l e a r l y   in  F i g u r e   1,  e a c h   h a l f   5  i s   made  w i t h  

a l t e r n a t i n g   l i g h t   and  d a r k   s q u a r e s   10  in  q u i n c u n x .   S q u a r e s  
10  e a c h   h a v e   a  c e n t r a l   c i r c u l a r   r e c e s s   1 0 ' .  

A  s e t   of   t h i r t y - t w o   c h e s s m e n   11  i s   a l s o   an  i n t e g r a l  

p a r t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n .   I t   i s   to   be  n o t e d   t h a t   one   p a r t i c u l a r  

d i s a d v a n t a g e   o f   p r i o r   a r t   p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   games   i s   t h a t  

t h e   c h e s s m e n   t h e m s e l v e s   a r e   d i f f i c u l t   to  i d e n t i f y ,   b e c a u s e  

of  s m a l l   s i z e   and  a m o r p h o u s   d e t a i l .   To  r e c t i f y   t h i s   d i s a d v a n -  

t a g e ,   c h e s s m e n   11  of   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a r e   r e l a t i v e l y  

t a l l   and  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   d e t a i l .   Fo r   e x a m p l e ,   t h e   k i n g s   a n d  

q u e e n s   a r e   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   one   i n c h   t a l l .   Each  c h e s s m a n   11  i s  

made  of   m o l d e d   p l a s t i c   and  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s m a l l   m a g n e t i c  

e l e m e n t ,   n a m e l y :   a  p e r m a n e n t   m a g n e t   12,  h a v i n g   a  b a c k   s u r f a c e  

12 '   and  a  n a r r o w e r   b u t t o m   s u r f a c e   1 2 " ,   b o t h   s u r f a c e s   b e i n g  

p o s i t i v e .  

I t   w i l l  b e   c l e a r   t h a t   c h e s s m e n   11  may  be  p l a c e d   e i t h e r  

u p r i g h t l y   o r   f l a t   on  s q u a r e s   10 .   When  l a i d   f l a t ,   b a c k   s u r -  

f a c e   12 '   d i r e c t l y   a d h e r e s   t o   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f   5 .  I n   b o t h  

p o s i t i o n s ,   m a g n e t i c   e l e m e n t s   12  w i l l   h o l d   t h e   c h e s s m e n   11 

in  p l a c e .   T h u s ,   a  game  may  be  p l a y e d   to   a  c e r t a i n   p o i n t   a n d  

t h e n   i n t e r r u p t e d   by  m e r e l y   l a y i n g   c h e s s m e n   11  f l a t   t o   c l o s e  

t h e   p a n e l s   2  w i t h o u t   m o v i n g   any  c h e s s m a n   11  f r o m   i t s   p o s i t i o n  

on  the   c h e c k e r b o a r d .   The  d e p t h   o f   r e c e s s   10 '   in   e a c h   s q u a r e  

10  i s   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   e q u a l   to   t h e   d i s t a n c e ,   so  t h a t   t h e   b a c k  

s u r f a c e   12 '   p r o t r u d e s   f rom  t h e   b a c k   o f   e a c h   c h e s s m a n   1 1 .  

When  t h e   p a n e l s   2  a r e   c l o s e d ,   t h e   a t t r a c t i o n   b e t w e e n  

m a g n e t i c   e l e m e n t s   12  and  t h e   s u p e r p o s e d   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l v e s   5 ,  

p r o v i d e s   e n o u g h   f o r c e   to   k e e p   p a n e l s   2  i n   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .  

When  t h e   p a n e l s   a r e   c l o s e d   t h e   a i r   gap  and  t h e   i n t e r v e n i n g  

l a y e r   of   c h e s s m a n   p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   b e t w e e n   t h e   two  p e r m a n e n t  

m a g n e t s   12  of   o p p o s i t e   c h e s s m e n ,   a r e   s u f f i c i e n t   to   p r e v e n t  

m a g n e t i c   a t t r a c t i o n   of   s a i d   two  p i e c e s ,   so  t h a t   e a c h   p i e c e  

r e m a i n s   a t t r a c t e d   to   i t s   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f   5  when  t h e   p a n e l s  

a r e   r e - o p e n e d .  

T h e r e   i s   one   a d d i t i o n a l   f e a t u r e   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n :   e a c h  

c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f   5  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  l a t e r a l   and   o u t e r  

s i d e   p e r i p h e r a l   m a r g i n   13.  T h i s   m a r g i n . 1 3   i s   r e c e s s e d   t o  



t h e   same   d e p t h   as  r e c e s s e s   10 '   i n   t h e   c h e c k e r b o a r d   s q u a r e s   1 0 .  

C a p t u r e d   c h e s s m e n   11  may  be  c o n v e n i e n t l y   l a i d   f l a t   in   m a r -  

g i n s   13  w i t h o u t   s t o p p i n g   t h e   game  i f   t h e   c h e s s   s e t   m u s t   b e  

c l o s e d   a n d   w i t h o u t   i n t e r f e r i n g   w i t h   t h e   c l o s i n g   of   t h e  

p a n e l s   2 .  



1.  A  p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   s e t   c o m p r i s i n g   a  p a i r   o f  

i d e n t i c a l   f l a t   and  g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   p a n e l s   ( 2 ) ;   a  t h i r d  

n a r r o w ,   i n t e r m e d i a t e   p a n e l   ( 3 ) ,   e a c h   of   t h e   s a i d   p a i r   o f  

p a n e l s   h a v i n g   an  i n n e r   e d g e   ( 2 ' )   p i v o t a l l y   s e c u r e d   to   o n e  

s i d e   of   s a i d   t h i r d   p a n e l ,   t h e   l a t t e r   e x t e n d i n g   b e t w e e n   s a i d  

i n n e r   e d g e s   of   s a i d   p a i r   of   p a n e l s   ( 2 ) ;   e a c h   o f   s a i d   p a i r   o f  

p a n e l s   h a v i n g   a  t o p   s u r f a c e ,   s a i d   top   s u r f a c e   b e i n g   p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   h a l f   a  s l i d a b l e   c k e c k e r b o a r d   ( 5 ) ;   e a c h   s a i d   h a l f   ( 5 )  

b e i n g   made  of   a  p a r a - m a g n e t i c   m a t e r i a l a n d   s l i d a b l e   f r o m   a  

f i r s t   r e t r a c t e d   p o s i t i o n   and   a  s e c o n d   p l a y   p o s i t i o n ,   w h e r e i n  

t h e i r   i n n e r   s i d e s   ( 5 ' )   t o u c h   o v e r   s a i d   t h i r d   p a n e l   (3)  f o r m -  

ing   a  c o m p l e t e   c h e c k e r b o a r d ;   m e a n s   ( 6 , 7 )   to   s l i d a b l y   r e t a i n  
e a c h   s a i d   h a l f   on  e a c h   s a i d   t o p   s u r f a c e ;   means   ( 9 , 1 4 )   t o  

l i m i t   t h e   i n w a r d   m o v e m e n t   o f   e a c h   s a i d   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f  

when  t h e   l a t t e r   a r e   in  p l a y   p o s i t i o n ;   f u r t h e r   c o m p r i s i n g   a  

s e t   o f   t h i r t y - t w o   c h e s s m e n   ( 1 1 ) ;   e a c h   s a i d   c h e s s m a n   h a v i n g   a  

back   s u r f a c e   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s m a l l   p e r m a n e n t   m a g n e t   ( 1 2 )  

w h i c h   p r o j e c t s  s l i g h t l y   b e l o w   t h e   b o t t o m   of   e a c h   s a i d   c h e s s -  

man,  w h e r e b y   s a i d   c h e s s m e n   may  be  p l a c e d   e i t h e r   v e r t i c a l l y  

or   h o r i z o n t a l l y   on  s a i d   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l v e s ,   e a c h   of   t h e  

l a t t e r   h a v i n g   a  l a t e r a l   and  o u t e r   s i d e   m a r g i n   (13)   f o r   t h e  

p l a c i n g   of   c a p t u r e d   c h e s s m e n   t h e r e o n   d u r i n g   t h e   c o u r s e   o f  

a  g a m e .  

2.  A  p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   s e t   as  c l a i m e d   i n   c l a i m   1 ,  

w h e r e i n   s a i d   m e a n s   to   s l i d a b l y  r e t a i n   e a c h   s a i d   h a l f   c o n -  

s i s t s   o f   an  i n w a r d l y - p r o j e c t i n g   f l a n g e   (6)  p r o v i d e d   a l l  

a l o n g   t h e   l a t e r a l   and  o u t e r   p e r i p h e r y   o f   e a c h   s a i d   p a i r   o f  

p a n e l s   ( 2 ) ;   s a i d   f l a n g e   d e f i n i n g   a  p e r i p h e r a l   s l o t   (7)   a n d  

s a i d   h a l v e s   (5)  b e i n g   s l i d a b l y   e n g a g e d   in   s a i d   s l o t .  

3.  A  p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   s e t   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   2 ,  

w h e r e i n   s a i d   means   to   l i m i t   t h e   i n w a r d   m o v e m e n t   of  e a c h  

s a i d   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f   c o n s i s t s   o f   a  n o t c h   (9)   l o c a t e d   o n  

e a c h   l a t e r a l   e d g e   of   e a c h   h a l f   (5)   and  a d j a c e n t   t h e   i n n e r  

edge   t h e r e o f ;   and   a  p r o t u b e r a n c e   (14)   f o r m e d   in   s a i d   f l a n g e i  

(6)  a d j a c e n t l y   t h e r e o f ,   s a i d   n o t c h   e n g a g i n g   s a i d   p r o t u b e r a n c e  

when  s a i d   h a l v e s   a r e   s l i d   i n t o   p l a y   p o s i t i o n .  



4.  A  p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   s e t   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   1 ,  

w h e r e i n   e a c h   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f   (5)   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a n  

u p w a r d l y - p r o j e c t i n g   t a b   (8)   s e c u r e d   a d j a c e n t   i t s   o u t e r  

e d g e ,   w h e r e b y   e a c h   s a i d   h a l f   may  be  s l i d   i n t o   e i t h e r   s a i d  

p o s i t i o n .  

5 .  A   p o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s - s e t   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   1 ,  

w h e r e i n   e a c h   s a i d   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f   h a s   a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

s q u a r e s   ( 1 0 )   f o r  c h e s s   and  e a c h   o f   t h e s e   s q u a r e s   i s   p r o -  

v i d e d   w i t h   a  c e n t r a l   r e c e s s e d   p o r t i o n   ( 1 0 ' ) .  

6.  A  P o c k e t - s i z e d   c h e s s   s e t   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   5 ,  

w h e r e i n   s a i d   m a r g i n   (13)   o f   e a c h   s a i d   c h e c k e r b o a r d   h a l f   ( 5 )  

i s   a l s o   r e c e s s e d .  
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