EP 0 116 741 A1l

Europaisches Patentamt

0 European Patent Office (9 Publication number: 0 116 741
Office européen des brevets A1l
@ ' EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@ Application number: 83304738.4

(@ Date of filing: 16.08.83

&) in.ci:: A 47 B 43/02
B 42 F 17/08

Priority: 11.02.83 ZA 830948
@ Date of publication of application:
29.08.84 Bulletin 84/35

Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH DE FR GB IT LI LU NL SE

@ Applicant: SHOTLAND'S PACKAGING INDUSTRIES
(PROPRIETARY) LIMITED
2, Cherry Road
Pinetown Natal Province{ZA)

@ ‘Inventor: Shotland, Roy Martin
1. Nordene Road Westville
Durban Natal Province(ZA)

Representative: Lees, Clifford et al,
APPLEYARD, LEES & CO. 15, Clare Road
Halifax West Yorkshire, HX1 2HY{GB)

@ Storage container.

@ A container for hard covered files such as lever arch files,
is made from heavy corrugated cardboard and includes a
rectangular open container {1} having a plurality of parallel
cardboard partitions (3} therein.
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THIS INVENTION relates to storage
containers and more particularly to such containers

for the storage of files and the like.

In many offices the storage of box files,
lever arch files and the like presents a problem.
Many files. do.not stand for extended periods by
themselves and thus ordinary éhe1Ves are. not suitéble

and shelves with partitions have to be provided.

- This requires special installations which are

naturally expensive.

An object of this invention is to provide

an inexpensive means for storing files.

According to';he invention a container
for storing files and the like comprises‘a
substantially rectangular container of suitable .
cardboard, the container being open on one side énd
having a plurality of spaced, parallel cardboard
partitions dividing the container into a plﬁrality of

compartments in which to locate the files.
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Further according to the invention the
container includes one compartment for each file, and

the containers are for hard covered files.

Still further according to the invention
the cardboard is substantially rigid and is of the ’

type known as corrugated cardboard.

The invention also provides a container
of the type described in knock-down or kit form, said
kit form’including at least one container member for
constructing the box; a plurality of partition
members and formations associated with the container

and partition members for locating the partitions.

An embodiment of the invention described
by way of example only follows with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which :-

Fig. 1 is a front view of a container for

files;

Fig. 2 is a view of part of the interior
of the container -during assembly thereof;

and

o
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Fig. 3 is a view of a partition.

In this embodiment of the invention a

container 1 for hard covered lever arch files is made

"from heavy corrugated cardboard and is substantially

rectangular in shape with one side 2 beihg open.

The container 1 is provided with five
parallel spaced partitions 3 which divide its length
into six egqual compartments 4 in which the lever arch

files may be located.

As may be séen"from Fig. 3 of the drawing
the partitions 3 are planar corrugated cardboard
members of rectangular shape and héving pairs of
outwardly directed flanges 5 running along the upper
and lower edges 6 and 7 thereof. These flanges are
easily provided by splitting the two outer layers of

the cardboard and folding these layers in opposite

directions.

The partitions 3 are kept in place by a
plurality of tongue members 8 which are integral with

the front edges 9 of the container.
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These tongues 8 are separated from each
other by the width of the cardboard of the partitions
3 and fold back onto the top and bottom panels 10 of
the container thereby sandwiching the flanges 5
between themselves and the container walls. It will
be éppreciated that in this way the partitions are
firmy secured in place. The size of the tongues are
such that they are retained in position by way of an

interference fit.

The container provides for storage for
files and several qontainers may be stacked one on
top of the other without any damage to themselves.
Furthermore they are easily assemblied and it is
envisaged that the containers will be sold in a
knock-down or kit form. Such a kit would éomprise an
unassembled container member with integral side, top,
bottom and back members which can be folded into
peosition as well as integral tongue members.
aAdditionally the kit would include panel members with
fold lines at the top and bottom for formations of

the flanges.

The invention thus provides a container

for files which is easy to construct, lightweight and
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strong. Furthermore because of the material of
manufacture it is envisaged that the container will

be relatively inexpensive,

Other embodiments are envisaged within
the scope of the invention and include other

configurations of the invention. .
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WHAT WE CLAIM IS :-

1. 2 container for storing files and the
like comprising a substantially
rectangular container of suitable
cardboard, the container being open on

5 one side and having a plurality of
spaced, parallel cardboard partitions
dividing the container into a plurality
of compartments in which to locate the

files.

10 2. A container as claimed in Claim 1

which includes one compartment for each

file.

3. A container as claimed in either of

Claims 1 or 2 which is for use with hard

15 covered files.

4. 2 container as claimed in any of the

preceding claims in which

[evenn
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the cardboard is substantially rigid and
is of the type known as corrugated

cardboard.

A kit for a container as claimed in any
of the preceding claims and including at
least one container member for
constructing tbe box; a plurality of
partition members and formations

associated with the container and

- partition members for locating the

partitions.

A container substantially as herein
described with reference to any of the

accompanying drawings.
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