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©  Unpacking  tobacco  bales. 
©  Apparatus  for  unpacking  a  tobacco  bale  which  is 
contained  inside  a  plastic  bag  within  a  telescopic  cardboard 
container,  the  container  having  a  surrounding  plastic  strap. 
The  apparatus  includes  (1)  a  destrapping  station  having  a 
cutter  adapted  to  ride  along  the  top  of  the  carton  to  cut  the 
strap;  (2)  a  lifting  device  for  removing  the  top  of  the  container 
by  gripping  it  around  the  upper  corners  and  then  moving  it 
away  from  the  bale  and  collapsing  it  and  (3)  a  bag  removal 
device  which  pulls  the  bag  from  the  bale,  after  it  has  been 
inverted  so  that  the  bottom  of  the  bag  is  uppermost. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

|~~|  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Ei All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

|  j  Only  part  of  the  da  ms  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

j  |  No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  wtth:n  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

[ X j   LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

1)  C l a i m s   1 - 3 :   D e v i c e   f o r   r e m o v i n g   a"  s u r r o u n d i n g   p l a s t i c s  
s t r a p   f r o m   a  c o n t a i n e r  

2)  C l a i m s   4 - 7 :   D e v i c e   f o r   r e m o v i n g   and   c o l l a p s i n g   t h e   t o p  
h a l f   of   a  c a r t o n  

3)  C l a i m s   8 - 9 :   D e v i c e   f o r   r e m o v i n g   a  p o l y t h e n e   bag  f rom  a  
b a l e   of   t o b a c c o .  

□  

All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  to  all  claims. 

Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

None  of  the  further  search  fees-  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims. 

namely  claims:  1  —  "3 
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